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What is the Parks & Outdoor  
Recreation Study? 
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Who was involved in this Study?

Does the Study include pools and arenas?
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What We Heard 
from the Survey 

Activities that Survey Respondents 
do Daily, Weekly or Monthly
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Mountain Biking

Hiking

Campsites

Access to water (boat launches,…

Rivers and lakes (e.g. for fishing,…

Day Use Picnic Areas

Snowmobile Trails

ATV Trails

X-Country Ski & Snowshoe

Horseback Riding Trails
Survey 
Respondents 
report that the 
most frequently 
used recrea�on 
Ameni�es are: 
• Rivers & Lakes
• Hiking
• Access to water
• Cross-country 

ski and 
snowshoe trails

Common Challenges 
Survey Results

��������������������������
��������������������

���������
���������
�	��
���
������

�������
���������
�����
���������
����������

�������
������
��	����
�����������������

����
�
������������������
����
�
�������������
���

�
��������������

What We Heard 
from the Interviews
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Common Challenges –
Interviews

Maintenance 

Volunteers

Age & Ability

Government 
Process

Insurance
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Low Medium High 
Needs A B C D E F G 
Funding For Maintenance & 
Operations 

       

Improve Boat Launches & 
Water Access 

       

More Volunteers & Volunteer 
Training 

       

Support Navigating 
Government Process 

       

Promotion & Advertising        
Maintain Access Roads        
RDBN Ownership of Trails & 
Amenities that Require 
Government Ownership 
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Needs & Principles
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Building Blocks for an Outdoor 
Recreation Service 

Non-Profit Society

Grants

Management of Beach 
Accesses, Boat Launches & 

Active Transportation Trails   

Multi-Year Funding 
Agreements with Clubs
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RDBN Coordinator
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Building Blocks

Benefits Challenges
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RDBN Coordinator

Non-Profit Society

Management of Beach 
Accesses, Boat Launches & 

Active Transportation Trails   



Building Blocks 

Benefits Challenges
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Grants

Multi-Year Funding 
Agreements with Clubs



Parks & Outdoor Recreation Services in Comparable Regional Districts

14 Trail Corridors

43 Parks

28 Beach Accesses

2 Boat Launches

1 Full Time Admin
Employee

5 Regional Parks

1 Community Park
Exploring opportunities
for trail development

234 km of Trails

32 Community Parks

17 Lake Access Points

5 Boat Launches 

2 Campgrounds

2 Bike Skills Park

3 Trail Corridors

14 Parks

4 Beach Accesses

1 Boat Launch

6 Community Docks

17 km of Paved Paths

71 km of Trails

9 Regional Parks

17 Community Parks

88 green spaces

10 Neighbourhood Parks

3 Tot Lots

Annual Operating
Budget: $430,000

Annual Operating
Budget: $2.3 M

Annual Operating
Budget: $1.7 M

Annual Operating
Budget: $550,000

Annual Operating
Budget: $2.3 M

Recently hired in-
house
maintennace  staff
(previously done
via contracts)

3.6 Full Time
Admin Employees

Maintenance
Contracts &
Partnerships

5.2  Full Time
Admin Employees

Maintenance
Contracts &
Partnerships

2 Full Time 
Admin Employees

Maintenance
Contracts &
Partnerships

2 Full Time Admin
Employees

6 Maintenance
Staff



Partnerships
Many Regional Districts and government agencies partner with volunteer 
groups to deliver outdoor recreation services.  The diagram below provides 
some examples of tools that can be used to facilitate partnerships.

In the Comox Valley Regional District, 
the local fly fishing club maintains 
beach accesses for popular fishing 
spots.  The CVRD has a licence of 
occupation (Item 5 above) with the 
Government of BC (the owner of the 
beach access) and memorandum of 
understanding (Item 2 above) with the 
fly fishing club.

The Peace River Regional District owns 
the Halfway Graham Rodeo Grounds 
and provides funding to a local 
non-profit organization to operate the 
grounds via an agreement (Item 3 
above).

On Hornby Island, the Hornby Island Residents and Ratepayers 
Association (HIRRA) is responsible for maintenance and 
operations of parks through an agreement (Item 3 above) with 
the Comox Valley Regional District (CVRD).  The Mount 
Geoffrey Nature Park is a popular hiking and mountain biking 
park on Hornby Island that is a partnership between HIRRA, BC 
Parks, the CVRD and the local mountain bike club.



Costs in Comparable Regional Districts

Examples of Scenarios & Potential Costs
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$5 to $22 annually for the
average home

$5 to $8 / $100,000 AV $9 to $12 / $100,000 AV $13 to $16 / $100,000 AV $17 to $20 / $100,000 AV
$10 to $33 annually for the

average home
$13 to $44 annually for the

average home
$17 to $55 annually for the

average home

Potential Tax Rates

No RDBN administrative
employee
 
RDBN could provide small
grants to clubs (~2,000 to $3000
per grant)
 
No new rec amenities 

1 full time or part time
administrative employee
 
RDBN could provide grants or
funding agreements to clubs
(valued at $2,000 to $4,000 per
club if most clubs applied and
received equal funding)
 
RDBN could apply for grants to
devleop new rec amenities
(RDBN would have limited seed
funding for matching grants)
 
 

1 full time administrative
employee
 
RDBN could provide grants or
funding agreements to clubs
(valued at $2,000 to $6,000 per
club if most clubs applied and
received equal funding)
 
New infrastructure could be
supported by grants.
 
RDBN would have sufficient
seed funding to pursue large
grants where they must
provide matching funding.   
 
 

1 to 2 full time employees
 
RDBN could provide grants or
funding agreements to clubs
(valued at $2,000 to $10,000
per club if most clubs applied
and received equal funding)
 
New infrastructure could be
supported by grants and RDBN
capital reserves.
 
RDBN would have sufficient
seed funding to pursue large
grants where they must
provide matching funding.   
 
 

Electoral Area A residents pay $35.99 per $100,000 Assessed
Value (~$98 per average home annually) for the Bulkley Valley
Aquatic Centre
 
 
 
 

Residents within the Fire Service Area of Area C pay $18.98 per
$100,000 Assessed Value (~$24 per average home annually) for
the Fort St James Arena
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