
 REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO          

  SPECIAL BOARD MEETING 
 Thursday, March 11, 2021 

PAGE NO. ACTION 

CALL TO ORDER 

MOTION TO HOLD SPECIAL BOARD 
MEETING 

In accordance with Section 220 of the 
Local Government Act, the Regional District of Bulkley- 
Nechako Board of Directors calls a Special Board Meeting. 

REPORTS 

3-41 John Illes, Chief Financial Officer Recommendation 
- Budget Bylaw – Five Year Financial Plan
(2021-2025)

42-45 Lindsay King, FireSmart Educator – Stream Recommendation 
3 Community Resiliency Investment Grant 
Funding Letter of Recommendations 

46-47 Lindsay King, FireSmart Educator – Stream Recommendation 
3 Community Resiliency Investment Grant 
Funding Opportunity 

48-50 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Recommendation 
Services – 2021 Virtual COFI (BC Council of 
Forest Industries) Convention – April 8, 2021 

51-56 Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief Recommendation 
- Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Agreement
- January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2023

57-60 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative  Ratify 
Services – RDBN Committee Appointments 2021 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

NEW BUSINESS 
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Page 2 

IN-CAMERA 

In accordance with Section 90 of the Community Charter, it is the 
opinion of the Board of Directors that matters pertaining to Sections 
90(1)(c) – labour relations or other employee relations, and 90(2)(b) – 
the consideration of information received and held in confidence 
relating to negotiations between the municipality and a   
provincial government or the federal government or both, or between 
a provincial government or the federal government or both and a 
third party (Connectivity), must/may be closed to the public, 
therefore exercise their option of excluding the public for this 
meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
  
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    John Illes, Chief Financial Officer   
Date: March 11, 2021 
Re:   Budget Bylaw – Five Year Financial Plan (2021 – 2025)  
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
That the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1941, 
2021 be given first two readings.   
 
Background 
 
As per the Local Government Act, Regional Districts must approve their budget bylaw 
by March 31st of each year.  Third reading (as amended) and adoption of this bylaw is 
scheduled for March 25th. 
 
Leading up to the first two readings of the Bylaw, the Board previously reviewed drafts 
of the 2021 budget, with the final draft information presented at the Feb. 25, 2021 Board 
meeting.  At this meeting, the Board supported bringing the ‘Scenario 2’ draft budget 
forward with further clarification on the strategic priorities regarding additional internal 
capacity for human resources, communications and First Nations portfolios.  The memo 
on the special in-camera agenda further describes these initiatives. 
 
The summary of the 2021 total RDBN requisition amounts (property and parcel taxes) 
have a total increase of 1.82% or $198,425 over the total amount when compared to 
2020.  The non-market (new revenue) increase in 2021 is approximately 3.51% or 
$200,000.  This results in a 2021 budget that provides an actual net overall RDBN 
taxation decrease of -1.69% (1.82% - 3.51%). 
 
Best practice in developing local government budgets and taxation schemes is to not 
subsidize new taxpayers out of the back pocket of existing taxpayers.  For example, 
when a local government wants to increase taxes by 2%, you first add the non-market 
(new taxpayer) to the revenue generated last year (existing taxpayer) and then add the 
2%. 
 
Of the $198,425 increase in the total requisition, $130,405 of this is for the areas 
participating in the new Parks and Trails Service.  This new service accounts for a 
taxation increase in a range between 1.0% and 2.7% for those jurisdictions. 
 
In 2020, the Board approved the Accounting for Administrative Overhead Policy which 
brought about a more representative cost accounting approach to the services provided 
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by the RDBN.  This facilitated a more appropriate administrative charge (overhead 
allocation) for these services.  If the 2021 assessments and operating budgets 
remained relatively the same across the region, this would have resulted in an overall 
estimated 2% taxation decrease for municipalities, and a 2% increase for rural electoral 
areas (varying depending on the number of services in each electoral area). 
 
BC Assessment is estimating the release of the “2021 Revised Assessments” on March 
31, 2021.  Legislation requires that requisitions be based on the revised assessments, a 
budget amendment will need to be done at the Board meeting in April to reflect the 
minor assessment changes between the “Completed Assessments” released in early 
January to the “Revised Assessments” released at the end of March. 
 
Budget Updates 
 
The following minor service budgets are not yet available and may be provided under 
separate cover as a supplemental item to amend the bylaw as attached prior to the first 
two readings, or prior to the meeting on March 25th:  Smithers Rural Fire and Smithers 
Arts and Culture.  These items are pending Smithers Council discussions.  The budgets 
are tentatively included in the bylaw with an estimated 2% requisition increase. 
 
Included with this package is the updated Projected Tax Rates for Major Regional 
District Services.  This includes updated year end amounts which have slightly 
decreased the taxes from the previous presentation.   
 
Included with this package is a Total Requisition Summary – By Jurisdiction.  The first 
page is a jurisdiction summary.  Included with this summary is the non-market and 
market change for each Municipality and Electoral Area.  These figures are “non-
weighted”.   If the percentage requisition increase is less than the non-market increase 
for that jurisdiction, then in that jurisdiction the average tax per average household will 
decrease.  For each jurisdiction, an approximation of the tax increase (%) from last year 
can be calculated by taking this year’s tax increase (%) and subtracting by the non-
market change (%).   
 
For the entire Regional District, the figures for non-market and market increases are 
weighted.  The requisitions for specified areas, parcel taxes, frontage taxes, defined 
areas and service areas were all expected to go up this year (approx. 2% on average) 
as a result of the new Accounting for Administrative Overhead Policy as previously 
mentioned.  With the requisitions, some minor services that cover an entire electoral 
area (or municipality) are included in that jurisdiction’s requisition – some examples 
include Lakes District Arts and Culture, Local Economic Development Services, and the 
Bulkley Valley Pool.  The only “defined area” that the Regional District has is the 
Building Inspection Service. 
 
Taxing jurisdictions are not necessarily entire electoral areas – Area C and D are split 
into two jurisdictions and Area G is split into three.  All of these jurisdictions have their 
open separate non-market and market changes and are impacted by different 
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assessment estimates and often different provincial tax rates (such as rural road tax 
and police tax). 
 
To illustrate the impact of the market and non-market changes between jurisdictions 
(the “assessment shift”) an analysis showing the difference in jurisdictional requisition 
between 2020 and 2021 if there was a constant $1,000,000 in tax requisition that is 
shared by the whole Regional District and apportioned by assessments (such as 
Environmental Services)  in each of the years.   
 
The Regional District is unable to control the impact of the changes in assessment 
between different jurisdictions. 
 

 
 
This budget also includes updates on seven (7) minor services presented with this 
memo. 
  
Attachments 
 

1. Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1941, 2021 
2. 2021 Projected Tax Rates Summary for Regional Services 
3. Total Requisition Summary – By Jurisdiction 
4. Minor Services Budgets (7) 
5. Bylaw 1941, 2021 Schedule A “expanded” for easier reading 

2020 Year 2020% 2021 Year 2021% $$ Change % $$ Change
Houston 64,196                  6.4% 61,287                  6.1% (2,909)                 -4.5%
Smithers 180,242                18.0% 180,622                18.1% 380                     0.2%

Burns Lake 29,889                  3.0% 30,576                  3.1% 687                     2.3%
Fort St. James 51,182                  5.1% 45,273                  4.5% (5,909)                 -11.5%

Fraser Lake 28,525                  2.9% 26,709                  2.7% (1,817)                 -6.4%
Granisle 3,259                     0.3% 3,108                     0.3% (152)                    -4.7%
Telkwa 27,780                  2.8% 28,171                  2.8% 390                     1.4%

Vanderhoof 120,857                12.1% 118,481                11.8% (2,376)                 -2.0%
A 146,762                14.7% 147,771                14.8% 1,010                  0.7%
B 49,910                  5.0% 51,591                  5.2% 1,681                  3.4%
C 101,166                10.1% 94,884                  9.5% (6,282)                 -6.2%
D 44,514                  4.5% 47,098                  4.7% 2,584                  5.8%
E 35,477                  3.5% 40,306                  4.0% 4,829                  13.6%
F 92,170                  9.2% 95,925                  9.6% 3,755                  4.1%
G 24,071                  2.4% 28,199                  2.8% 4,128                  17.2%

1,000,000             100.0% 1,000,000             100.0% 0                         
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

BYLAW NO. 1941 
 

Being a bylaw to adopt the Financial Plan 
for the years 2021 to 2025 

 
 

 
The Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting assembled ENACTED 
as follows: 
 

1. Schedules “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, and “E” attached hereto and made part 
of this bylaw, is the Financial Plan for the Regional District of  
Bulkley-Nechako for the years 2021 through 2025. 
 

2. This bylaw may be cited as “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1941, 2021”. 
 

READ A FIRST TIME this   day of     2021 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this  day of  2021 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this   day of  2021 
 
 
ADOPTED this   day of   ,2021 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________ 
Chairperson      Corporate Administrator 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Bylaw No. 1941 as adopted. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 
 STAFF REPORT 

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
FROM: Lindsay King, FireSmart Educator 
DATE:  March 11, 2021 
SUBJECT: Stream 3 Community Resiliency Investment Grant Funding Letter of 

Recommendations 

RECOMMENDATION: 
1. That the Board advocate for RDBN residents by sending a letter to the Minister of

Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development, detailing
concerns with restrictions on the Stream 3 CRI Grant, specifically the inability to use
private contractors to complete fuel mitigation activities.

VOTING: All/Directors/Majority 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The stated objectives of the CRI Stream 3 Grant are to "support immediate job creation 
in order to build local wildfire resiliency and assist communities in recovering from 
economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic."  However, to be eligible for labour costs 
to provide services to people over 65 and those with disabilities, the RDBN must employ 
fuel mitigation staff internally.  
Staff have prepared a letter to the Minister of Forest, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations & Rural Development outlining the Protective Service Department’s 
concerns with the restrictions imposed by the CRI Stream 3 Funding, particularly the 
requirement that all employment opportunities be within government. 

Written by, Reviewed by, 

__________________ ___________________ 
Lindsay King    Deborah Jones-Middleton 
FireSmart Educator Director of Protective Services 

Attachment: Letter to the Honourable Kathrine Conroy, Minister of Forests, Lands, 
Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development 
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BACKGROUND: 
The Stream 3 CRI grant would provide 100% of the approved grant application cost, to a 
maximum of $500,000.00. The following opportunities are eligible for the grant 
application. 
 Labour costs associated with shrub, brush, and woody-debris removal for residents

aged 65+ and those with mobility issues.
 Labour costs associated with shrub, brush, and woody-debris removal for farmer and

ranch-owners aged 65+ and those with mobility issues.
 Labour costs for Neighbourhood Champions undertaking activities required for

FireSmart Canada Neighbourhood Recognition.
 Building materials and labour costs for FireSmart projects for critical infrastructure

including:
 reception centers;
 group lodging locations;
 water pump stations;
 communications towers; and
 electrical generating stations.

 Equipment for fuel mitigation projects, including handsaws, loppers, ladders, and PPE
(to a maximum of $3000).

 Training in First Aid, Basic Power Saw Safety, Danger Tree Assessment Certification,
Basic FireSmart Landscaping, and Archeological Site Identification, including instructor
fees, course fees, and travel expenses.

LETTER OF RECOMMENDATION: 
For the labour costs listed above to be eligible for funding under this grant, the staff 
must be employed full-time by the RDBN. The RDBN is not permitted to use private 
contractors for this work. This is problematic because fuel mitigation work would depend 
on voluntary requests for home assessments, so it is difficult to appropriately plan and 
staff for. The RDBN would be liable for staff wages when there was insufficient demand 
for their work under the funding program. There is also no guarantee that similar funding 
will be available in the future. 
Furthermore, the RDBN cannot apply for funding to purchase chainsaws, structural 
protection equipment, major capital items, or major fire apparatuses. Grant funding for 
fuel mitigation activity equipment is limited to $3,000, which could outfit approximately 
two individuals. While incremental costs (such as supervisory costs) would be eligible 
for funding under this grant, this work’s unfamiliar nature and potential scope would 
necessitate a significant administrative workload.  
Given the limited and restricted resource funding, the unfamiliar nature of the work, and 
the unsure workload, this grant funding can be viewed more as a liability to local 
governments than a source of employment opportunity. It is unclear why this grant 
funding is restricted to the public sector since the above concerns do not apply to the 
private sector. Private contractors who could complete this work would have the 
necessary equipment, management, and experience. The Protective Services 
Department has drafted a letter to the Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource 
Operations & Rural Development outlining this recommendation for the Board’s 
consideration.  
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March 11, 2021 
Honourable Katrine Conroy 
Minister of Forest, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
Via email:  FLNR.Minister@gov.bc.ca  
Re: Stream 3 CRI Grant Funding Restrictions 
Dear Minister Conroy,  
The Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) presents in this letter some concerns 
regarding the FireSmart Economic Recovery Fund (CRI Stream 3).  The stated intent of this 
funding is to "support immediate job creation in order to build local wildfire resiliency and assist 
communities in recovering from economic impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic." Many of the 
employment opportunities eligible for funding, however, require the local government to hire full-
time positions.  The RDBN is concerned that CRI Stream 3 funding unfairly favours the public 
sector at the expense of employment opportunities for the private sector.  The RDBN also 
believes that the private sector is best situated to deliver fuel mitigation services more efficiently 
and cost-effectively.  
The use of private contractors to complete fuel mitigation activities, as outlined in Section A, 
Table 1 of the 2021 Program & Application Guide, would create employment opportunities in the 
private sector in the same way it would in the public sector.  Often, local governments do not 
have the internal capacity to conduct a fuel mitigation program adequately or efficiently.  The 
RDBN, for example, has no landscaping/brushing equipment and no staff experienced with 
landscaping/brushing.  Alternately, the private landscaping and brushing sectors have the 
experience, knowledge, equipment, and supervisory structures to excel in this area.   
Furthermore, private contractors ostensibly have other clients and contracts and so can pivot 
between them as needed. This flexibility is important because the fuel management work 
outlined in Section A, Table 1, is dependent on requests for home assessments and subsequent 
requests for fuel mitigation services. Therefore, a local government applying for Stream 3 
funding cannot guarantee any fuel mitigation work and does not have other fuel mitigation work 
to delegate to staff hired through this program.  In applying for this grant, local governments run 
the risk of under-implementing staff hired through this program and having to subsidize their 
wages through local government funds. In this light, CRI Stream 3 funding is a financial liability 
for local governments rather than assured job creation.  
The RDBN believes that CRI Stream 3 funding, specifically for fuel mitigation activities as 
described under Section A, Table 1, would create more effective and efficient employment by 
allowing local government to partner with private contractors.  
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Stream 3 CRI Grant Funding Restrictions  
March 25, 2021 

The RDBN recommends that local governments be permitted to administer fuel mitigation 
activities like the FireSmart Home Rebates (Stream 1) program, by utilizing private sector 
resources to provide fuel mitigation services.  
Thank you for your time and consideration,  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
Gerry Thiessen 
Chair 
Cc: Honourable Nathan Cullen, Minister of State, MLA Stikine 
 Honourable Ravi Kahlon, Minister of Jobs, Economic Recovery, and Innovation 

Honourable Harry Bains, Minister of Labour  
Honourable Josie Osborne, Minister of Municipal Affairs 
John Rustad, MLA Nechako Lakes 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 
 STAFF REPORT 

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
FROM: Lindsay King, FireSmart Educator 
DATE:  March 11, 2021 
SUBJECT: Stream 3 Community Resiliency Investment Grant Funding Opportunity 

RECOMMENDATION: 
1. “That the Board support the submission of an application to the Stream 3 Community

Resiliency Investment (CRI) Grant for additional training opportunities and 
Neighbourhood Champion labour costs for $17,250.
And the Board understands that if the grant is approved, the RDBN will receive 
and manage the grant funding, and commits to any associated ineligible costs and 
cost overruns.”

VOTING: All/Directors/Majority 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY: 
The RDBN’s Stream 1 CRI grant, submitted October 9, 2020, was approved for 
$444,280.00 on February 9, 2021.   
On January 29, 2021, the Province of British Columbia issued a new Stream 3 CRI 
grant opportunity that provides new initiatives that were not included in the Stream 1 
CRI grant application.  The deadline for the RDBN to apply for this additional funding is 
March 19, 2021. 

Written by, Reviewed by, 

__________________ ___________________ 
Lindsay King    Deborah Jones-Middleton 
FireSmart Educator Director of Protective Services 
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BACKGROUND: 
The RDBN received funding from the CRI for its 2020 FireSmart Program. Despite the 
pandemic, the RDBN has continued to successfully promote the FireSmart program 
through home assessments, webinars, social media, Farmer’s Markets, and outdoor 
events throughout the region. To date, the FireSmart Educator has completed 97 
FireSmart Home Assessments and administered $10,756.84 in FireSmart Home 
Rebates.  
On February 9, 2021, the RDBN received approval for $444,280 funding through the 
Stream 1 CRI Grant. This grant includes funding for a FireSmart Home Assessment and 
Rebate Program, public education materials and outreach initiatives, development of a 
Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan, and Critical Infrastructure Assessments.   
STREAM 3 CRI GRANT OPPORTUNITY: 
The Stream 3 CRI grant would provide 100% of the cost of an approved grant 
application, to a maximum of $500,000.00. The following opportunities are eligible for 
grant application. 
 Labour costs associated with shrub, brush, and woody-debris removal for residents 

aged 65+ and those with mobility issues.  
 Labour costs associated with shrub, brush, and woody-debris removal for farmer and 

ranch-owners aged 65+ and those with mobility issues. 
 Labour costs for Neighbourhood Champions undertaking activities required for 

FireSmart Canada Neighbourhood Recognition. 
 Building materials and labour costs for FireSmart projects for critical infrastructure 

including:  
 reception centers; 
 group lodging locations; 
 water pump stations; 
 communications towers; and 
 electrical generating stations. 

 Equipment for fuel mitigation projects including handsaws, loppers, ladders, and PPE 
(to a maximum of $3000).     

 Training in First Aid, Basic Power Saw Safety, Danger Tree Assessment Certification, 
Basic FireSmart Landscaping, and Archeological Site Identification including instructor 
fees, course fees, and travel expenses. 

STREAM 3 CRI GRANT RECOMMENDATIONS: 
The RDBN recommends that the board support a grant application for the following 
items.  
1. Neighbourhood Champion labour costs (~5hrs/Neighbourhood Champion x ~10 

FireSmart Neighbourhoods = $1,250). 
2. Danger Tree Assessment Certification ($500 x ~20 Mitigation Specialists = $10,000).  
3. Basic FireSmart Landscaping (~$150 x ~20 Mitigation Specialists = $3,000). 
4. Archeological Site Identification (~$150 x ~20 Mitigation Specialists = $3,000). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 
TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
DATE: March 11, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: 2021 Virtual COFI (BC Council of Forest Industries) 

Convention – April 8, 2021 
 
RECOMMENDATION:     (all/directors/majority) 
 
 
 
“That the Board authorize the attendance of any Rural Directors wishing to attend 
the 2021 Virtual COFI (BC Council of Forest Industries) Convention on April 8 
2021.”  
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The 2021Virtual COFI Convention is taking place April 8, 2021. 
 
Attendees costs will be allocated to rural government for Rural Director 
attendance.  Early Bird Registration is by March 12th at a cost of $75 for COFI 
members and $125 for non-members. 
 
For consideration the RDBN Committee Meeting date is also scheduled for April 
8, 2021. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 

 STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  Chair Thiessen and the Board of Directors 
FROM: Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief 
DATE: March 11, 2021 
SUBJECT: Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Agreement – January 1, 2019 to 

December 31, 2023 

RECOMMENDATION: 
1. That the Board authorize the Board Chair and the Chief Administrative Officer to 

sign the Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Agreement for a 5-year term.  
VOTING: All/Directors/Majority 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The agreement between the Regional District and the District of Vanderhoof to provide 
fire services to the Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Service Area expired on December 
31, 2018. Staff have drafted a new 5-year agreement from January 1, 2019 to 
December 31, 2023 
The agreement renewal has been delayed due to a variety of factors. The agreement 
contains the updated fee for service schedule, and a one-time Capital Reserve payment 
of $38,500.  This is a result of transferring the Capital Reserve from the Regional 
District to the District of Vanderhoof.  
 
 
Written by,  
       Approved by, 
 
 
___________________    ___________________  
Jason Blackwell     Deborah Jones-Middleton 
Regional Fire Chief     Director of Protective Services  
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Vanderhoof Rural Fire Service Agreement 
THIS AGREEMENT DATED FOR REFERENCE THE __ DAY OF __________, 2021 
BETWEEN: 
   Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
   P.O. Box 820 
   Burns Lake, British Columbia 
   VOJ IE0 
   (the “Regional District”) 
         OF THE FIRST PART 
AND: 
   District of Vanderhoof 
   160 Connaught Street 
   Vanderhoof, British Columbia 
   VOJ 3A0 
   (the “Municipality”) 
           OF THE SECOND PART 
WHEREAS: 
A. The Regional District may by bylaw establish and operate a service under the 

provisions of section 332 of the Local Government Act to provide fire protection and 
suppression services. 

B. The Regional District has adopted “Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Service 
Establishment Bylaw No. 755, 1993” which provides for the provision of fire 
protection and suppression services for a portion of Electoral Area “F” by way of a 
contractual agreement with the Municipality. 

C. Under section 23 of the Community Charter, the Municipality may make agreements 
with a public authority respecting the undertaking, provision and operation of 
activities, works and services within the powers of a party to the agreement. 

D. The District of Vanderhoof agrees to provide for the continuation and operation of 
the Vanderhoof Fire Department to supply firefighting services outside the 
Municipality’s boundaries as outlined in schedule A. 

E. The Regional District and the Municipality entered into an agreement dated January 
1, 2014 pursuant to which the Municipality agreed to provide fire protection and 
suppression services to the residents of the Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection 
Service Area, which agreement expired on December 31, 2018 and the parties wish 
to renew the agreement for a further five years. 

F. NOW THEREFORE THIS AGREEMENT WITNESSETH that in consideration of the 
premises and of mutual covenants and agreements herein contained, the parties 
hereto covenant and agree each with the other as follows: 

TERM OF AGREEMENT 
1. The term of this Agreement is from January 1, 2019 to December 31, 2023 (the 

“Term”). 
SERVICE TO BE PROVIDED 
2. The Municipality agrees to provide fire protection and suppression services for and 

to the residents of the “Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Service Area” shown on 
Schedule “A” to “Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection Service Establishment Bylaw No. 
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755, 1993” (the “Rural Service Area”) in the same manner and to the same extent as 
such services are provided to the residents of the Municipality, except as provided 
otherwise in this Agreement, and taking into account that differing supplies of water 
may exist within the Municipality and in the Rural Service Area. Without limiting the 
foregoing, the parties acknowledge that the Rural Service Area is not serviced with 
fire hydrants and that neither party is obliged to install or make available a system of 
fire hydrants within the Rural Service Area. The Municipality agrees that Vanderhoof 
Fire Department fire fighting apparatus, equipment and personnel shall be 
dispatched and deployed in a manner that maximizes the effectiveness of the 
Services that can be provided, in light of the limitations on the availability of water for 
fire fighting purposes within the Rural Service Area. 

3. The Municipality agrees to operate its Fire Department and provide the Services in 
compliance with all laws, statutes, regulations, by-laws, and orders of all authorities 
having jurisdiction.  

CAPITAL RESERVE FUND 
4. The Regional District will make a one-time Capital Reserve payment on or before 

August 10, 2021 in the amount of $38,500. 
ANNUAL FEE FOR SERVICE 
5. On or before August 10th of each year during the Term the Regional District shall 

pay a service fee to the Municipality (the “Service Fee”) as follows: 
 2019 – $35,915; 
 2020 – $35,915; 
 2021 – $37,732, plus $1,077 adjustment (2020 retroactive payment); 
 2022 – $38,487; 
 2023 – $39,257. 

The Service Fee is all inclusive of the operational and capital expenditures of the 
Municipality required in the delivery of fire protection and suppression services in the 
Rural Service Area. 
CONSULTATION 
6. The Municipality shall periodically update, advise and coordinate with the Regional 

District, and in particular with the Electoral Area “F” Director, on the delivery of fire 
protection and suppression services in the Rural Service Area.   

RECORD OF FIRES 
7. The Vanderhoof Fire Department shall keep a record of fires within the District of 

Vanderhoof and the Rural Service Area for the benefit and information of both the 
Municipality and the Regional District. The Regional District and the Municipality 
acknowledge and agree that the printed, electronic and other records produced and 
maintained by the Municipality for the purpose of or in connection with the provision 
of the Services are records for the purpose of the Freedom of Information and 
Protection of Privacy Act and the parties agree to work together cooperatively and in 
a timely manner to ensure each party discharges its statutory duties under that Act. 

INDEMNITY 
8. The Municipality shall indemnity and save harmless the Regional District from any 

and all liability arising out of the provision by the Municipality of the fire protection 

53



Vanderhoof Rural Fire Service Agreement 
Between Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako And District of Vanderhoof 
January 1, 2019 – December 31, 2023 

and suppression service contemplated by this Agreement and that arise from or are 
contributed to by the negligence of the Municipality, its officers, employees, agents 
or contractors. 

9. The Regional District shall indemnify and save harmless the Muncipality from any 
and all liability arising from the provision by the Municipality of the fire protection and 
suppression service contemplated by this Agreement and that arise out of or are 
contributed to by the negligence of the Regional District, its officers, employees, 
agents or contractors. 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 
10. Time shall be of the essence for this Agreement. 
11. This Agreement shall not be assigned by any of the parties. 
12. Nothing in this Agreement shall be interpreted as creating an agency, partnership or 

joint venture among or between the parties. 
13. This Agreement will enure to the benefit of and be binding upon the parties and their 

respective heirs, administrators, executors, successors, and permitted assignees. 
14. The waiver by a party of any failure on the part of the other party to perform in 

accordance with any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement is not to be 
construed as a waiver of any future or continuing failure, whether similar or 
dissimilar.  A waiver must be in writing to be effective.   

15. The headings in this Agreement are inserted for convenience and reference only 
and in no way define, limit or enlarge the scope or meaning of this Agreement or any 
provision of it.  

16. This Agreement is to be construed in accordance with and governed by the laws 
applicable in the Province of British Columbia. 

17. This Agreement may be executed in counterparts and when the counterparts have 
been executed by the parties, each originally executed counterpart, whether a 
facsimile, photocopy or original, will be affected as if one original copy had been 
executed by the parties to this Agreement. 

  
IN WITNESS THEREOF the said parties hereto have hereunto affixed their seals the 
day and year first above written. 
 
DISTRICT OF VANDERHOOF: 
 
____________________________________  
Gerry Thiessen, Mayor  
 
__________________________________  
Lori Egli, Chief Administrative Officer 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO: 
 
____________________________________  
Mark Parker, Vice Chair 
 
____________________________________  
Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 
TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
DATE: March 11, 2021 
 
SUBJECT: RDBN Committee Appointments 2021 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION:     (all/directors/majority) 
 
That the attached Committee appointments for 2021 be ratified. 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
On February 25th, the Board approved the Committee Terms of Reference and 
the Committee Operating Guidelines.  Chair Thiessen has appointed Chairs and 
members to the Committees as attached. 
 
The Connectivity Committee has remained status quo as this is a Select 
Committee, and changes to the membership must be done by the RDBN Board. 
 
The Regional Solid Waste Advisory Committee membership will be determined 
at a later time. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
2021 

APPOINTMENTS 
 
RDBN BOARD 
Chairperson:  Gerry Thiessen 
Vice-Chairperson:  Mark Parker 
 
NATURAL RESOURCES COMMITTEE (Six Directors) 
 
Chairperson:  Dolores Funk 
Sarrah Storey 
Bob Motion 
Clint Lambert 
Gladys Atrill 
Linda McGuire 
RDBN Chair – Ex-Officio   
 
WASTE MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE (Six Directors) 
 
Chairperson:  Mark Fisher  
Chris Newell 
Jerry Petersen 
Tom Greenaway 
Shane Brienen 
Michael Riis-Christianson 
RDBN Chair – Ex-Officio 
 
REGIONAL SOLID WASTE ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Chairperson:  Mark Fisher 
Rural Directors (2): 
Municipal Directors (2): 
 
RURAL/AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE (Rural Directors) 
 
Chairperson:  Mark Parker  
RDBN Chair – Ex-Officio 
 
REGIONAL TRANSIT COMMITTEE 
 
Chairperson:  Gerry Thiessen 
Vice-Chairperson:  Mark Parker 
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CONNECTIVITY COMMITTEE (Five Directors) 
 
Chairperson:  Michael Riis-Christianson  
Tom Greenaway 
Clint Lambert 
Chris Newell 
Mark Parker 
RDBN Chair – Ex-Officio 
 
NORTHWEST BC RESOURCE BENEFITS ALLIANCE 
 
RBA Co-Chairperson: Shane Brienen 

Mark Fisher, Alternate Director 
 
NORTHERN BC TOURISM ASSOCIATION 
 
Michael Riis-Christianson 
 
MUNICIPAL FINANCE AUTHORITY 
 
Gerry Thiessen 
Alternate: Mark Parker 
 
MUNICIPAL INSURANCE ASSOCIATION 
 
Michael Riis-Christianson 
Alternate: Tom Greenaway 
 
FRASER BASIN COUNCIL 
 
Clint Lambert 
 
NECHAKO WATERSHED ROUNDTABLE 
 
Clint Lambert 
 
PRINCE GEORGE TREATY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
 
Tom Greenaway 
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NORTH CENTRAL LOCAL GOVERNMENT ASSOCIATION 
 
Dolores Funk 
Alternate:  Chris Newell 
 
PARCEL TAX ROLL REVIEW PANEL (5) 
 
Clint Lambert 
Tom Greenaway 
Jerry Petersen 
Mark Parker 
Mark Fisher 
Gerry Thiessen (ex-officio member) 
 
NORTHERN DEVELOPMENT INITIATIVE 
 
Prince George RAC Mark Parker 
      Jerry Petersen, Alternate 
 
Northwest RAC  Mark Fisher 
     Clint Lambert, Alternate 
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