






















































Southside Fire Department Apparatus  
April 23, 2020  
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Background 
The Southside Volunteer Fire Department along with Regional District staff have been 
working towards acquiring funding for a new fire engine for the past few years. Local 
First Nations have also been working towards securing some Federal funding that could 
be used to purchase a new engine. Although a recent update from the project lead has 
informed staff that this process will be ongoing, and no decision will be known soon.  
The Southside Volunteer Fire Department has a small tax base, so there is currently no 
room in their budget to purchase a new engine based on their current taxation. Director 
Lambert has committed funding from the Northern Capital and Planning (NC&P) grant 
to put towards purchasing a new apparatus for the Southside Volunteer Fire 
Department. By utilizing the Southside Rural Fire Protection Service Capital Reserves, 
previously secured grant funding from Bulkley Valley Credit Union, and the NC&P grant 
funds, Southside Volunteer Fire Department has the financial ability to purchase a new 
fire engine now. An application to NKDF for grant funding has also been submitted, the 
decision on these funds will be made in mid-May.   
Fort Garry Fire Trucks who is a manufacturer of Firefighting Apparatus currently has an 
ideal truck that would suit the Southside Volunteer Fire Department perfectly. This truck 
is a 2019 Stock Liberator Side Control Fire Truck that has never been put in service and 
is available for delivery now. The cost of this truck is based on the Canadian Dollar in 
2019 when it was constructed. If the Southside Volunteer Fire Department were to wait 
and have a custom truck built, they would be buying at today’s Canadian Dollar value, 
which would increase the costs significantly, as most Fire Apparatus is constructed in 
the United States. The wait time on an average build is approximately 1 year. Regional 
District staff have checked with other manufacturers, and no other new stock units are 
available at this time.   
Since there are no other suitable trucks available for purchase at this time staff 
recommends issuing a “Notice of Intent” that will be placed on BC Bid for a duration of 
one week.  The purpose of this notice is to ensure that the Regional District complies 
with the Northwest Trade Agreement. The “Notice of Intent” would notify any interested 
parties of the intent of the Regional District to purchase the engine from Fort Garry Fire 
Trucks. The manufacturer will give the RDBN first right of refusal while the notice of 
intent is up on BC Bid. 
Once the “Notice of Intent” has been completed, a deposit can be placed on the engine 
to secure it until staff return to the Board in May to provide a complete breakdown of 
funding sources and request the remaining balance to complete the purchase.   
Funding Source Funding $ Funding 

Confirmed 
Northern Capital & Planning Grant 250,000 250,000 
Southside Rural Fire Protection Service Capital 
Reserves 

117,000 117,000 

Bulkley-Valley Credit Union 10,000 10,000 
Nachako-Kitamaat Development Fund 40,000  
Total Funding $ 417,000 377,000 
Truck Quote including PST 333,300 333,300 
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