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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO

PRESENT: Chair

Directors
Directors
Absent
Alternate
Director
Staff

CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA

AG.2018-2-1

MINUTES

Agricuiture Committee
Meeting Minutes
-January 11, 2018

AG.2018-2-2

AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEETING

{Committee Of The Whole)

Thursday, March 8, 2018
Mark Parker

Chris Beach
Eileen Benedict
Shane Brienen
Mark Fisher
Tom Greenaway
Dwayne Lindstrom
Rob MacDougall
Bill Miller

Rob Newell
Jerry Petersen
Darcy Repen
Gerry Thiessen

Taylor Bachrach, Town of Smithers
Thomas Liversidge, Village of Granisle

Linda McGuire, Village of Granisle

Melany de Weerdt, Chief Administrative Officer

Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services

John liles, Chief Financial Officer

Debbie Evans, Agriculture Coordinator

Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning

Corrine Swenson, Manager of Regional Economic Development
Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant

Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 11:51 a.m.

Moved by Director Brienen
Seconded by Director Repen

“That the Agriculture Committee Agenda of March 8, 2018 be
adopted.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Petersen
Seconded by Director McGuijre

“That the Minutes of the Agriculture Committee Meeting of
January 11, 2018 be received.”

{All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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REPORT

ALR/ALC Revitalization Moved by Director Miller

Stakeholder Consultation Seconded by Alternate Director McGuire

AG.2018-2-3 “That the Agriculture Committee receive the preliminary

comments to be provided to the Ministry of Agriculture’s Advisory
Committee outlined in the Planning Department staff report
dated February 28, 2018."

(All/Directors/Maijority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Discussion took place regarding the Planning Department's staff
report dated February 28, 2018. The Agriculture Committee
indicated support for the comments to be provided to the Ministry
of Agriculture’s Advisory Committee and recommended that staff
discuss the importance of Food Security to the region, the need
to accommodate small-scale farmers, and the Regional Board's
concerns regarding Foreign Ownership.

Beef Workshop Update

Chair Parker commented that the Beef Workshop held in Burns Lake on March 2, 2018 went well
with 30 people in attendance including staff. He noted that the quality of the speakers in
attendance was exceptional. Kevin Boon, General Manager, BC Cattlemen’s Association spoke
about the processing plant proposed for Prince George and potential spinoffs from the plant.
Andrew Petersen, P.Ag, CID. Regional Rescurce Specialist, Ministry of Agriculture spoke of small
and large-scale irrigation and the Water Sustainability Act.

Debbie Evans, Agriculture Coordinator will provide a report to the Regional Board in regard to the
Beef Workshop at a future RDBN meeting.

Director Thiessen recognized Chair Parker and Ms. Evans and expressed appreciation for being
ambassadors for agriculture in the region.

NEW BUSINESS

College of New Caledonia Director Thiessen spoke of the need to engage the College of
-Agriculture New Caledonia in developing agricultural educational programs.

Director Thiessen attended the Agricultural Skills Training Needs
Stakeholder Engagement sessicn in Vanderhoof February 26,
2018 co-partnered by the College of New Caledonia. He
menticned the importance of having input from residents
throughout the region. Ms. Evans reported that she attended the
session in Burns Lake on February 19, 2018 and had a
discussion with the facilitator. She will continue to follow-up.

Director Miller reported that in recent months he has received
comments in regard to agriculture being a focus in the region.
He mentioned the importance of developing educational
programs to assist with the increased agricultural focus that is
creating more enthusiasm for young farmers.
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ADJOURNMENT

AG.2018-2-4

Mark Parker, Chair

5

Moved by Director Fisher
Seconded by Directer Brienen

“That the meeting be adjourned at 12:18 p.m.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant
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— Memorandum
TO: Chair Parker and Agriculture Committee
FROM: Debbie Evans, Agriculture Coordinator

DATE: April 9, 2018

SUBIJECT: RDBN Agriculture Coordinator Work Report

Purpose

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an overview of the work of the Agriculture Coordinator
in relation to the work plan. A complete record of activities of the position has been recorded under
the work plan headings and is available upon request.

The attached document has current work summarized with some examples, future direction and goals
to be achieved.

| would be pleased to answer any questions.

RECOMMENDATION: (All/Directors/Majority)

“That the Agriculture Committee receive the RDBN Agriculture Coordinator Work Report.”
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RDBN Agriculture Coordinator
Work Report

Creating and strengthening relationships with agriculture stakeholders, producers and all levels of Government.
Current:

From the start of the coniract to now have met about 400 people. Have met livestock, vegetable, forage producers and
many people interested in agriculture, Strengthening working relationship with BC Min of Agriculture, BC Min FLNRORD
staff and other agriculture support groups.

Future:

Continue meeting agriculture producers and supporters and will be concentrating on the west side of the region. Also
expanding First Nations contracts throughout the region.

Goal:

To meet agriculture producers at all levels of agriculture as we move into the production months.

Working with agriculture groups to leverage opportunities and support for their activity.

Current:

While meeting producers and the agriculture communities have heard strengths and weaknesses of which have initiated
some further steps to address issues, 8.g. Regional Beef Workshop. Have enabled others to lead their specific issues,
e.g. Beef Shavings Issue.

Future:

Facilitate, explore other opportunities and suppor agriculture groups. Example is a potential medium size malting plant
co-operalive with BC Craft Breweries and RDBN barley producers.

Goal:

To support and facilitate initiatives to completion.

Youth in Agriculture.
Current:
Have met with Groundbreakers, School District staff, CNC staff, regional 4-H leaders and members and assisting a
university student working on master thesis.
Future:
To meet staff of both SD54 and SD91 and explore opportunities to support or expand agriculture initiatives. Sharing 4-H
knowledge at 4-H member workshops.
Goal:
To encourage youth to explore future opportunities in agriculture,

Updating use of agriculture land in the RDBN.

Current:

Expansion of the Agriculture Land Use Inventory for the whole RDBN is cost prohibitive.
Future:

Summer and early fall will be ulilizing current maps to record current production on ALR.
Goal:

To build a base snapshot of agriculture to track growth or decreases in future years.

Marketing and promotion of agriculture within the Region.

Current:

Working on increasing the number of producers in Connecting Consumers and Producers 2018 brochure.
Future:

Utilizing resources from FCC Agriculture More Than Ever to assist groups with agriculture promotion events,
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Goal:
To support agriculture awareness in the general public.

Building Resources and Updating RDBN agriculture website.
Current:

Collecting resources and information and drafting updates for the website.
Future:

In May, the website will be updated.

Goal:
Allocating time every week to keep content on the website current and develop the site as a “Go-To" resource.

Regional Agriculture Forum.

Current:

Dates and location ara set. Working on Keynote Spaaker, presenters and funding opportunities, Forum will be titled ‘A
World of Agriculture Opportunities” and will be held September 20 & 21, 2018,

Future:

Have Forum information and registration package for June 19, Prepare a “Feast of the Fields™ for evening of Sept 20%.
Goal:

To have producers and agriculture stakeholders support Forum for both days and have RDBN website and Directors
assist in spreading the invite out to the agriculture community.

RDBN Agriculture Committee suppori.
Current:
Working with the Committee Chair 10 prepare information for Ag Committee meetings and follow-up on directions given by
the Board.
Future:
To increase communication with Directors for such things as events which are being held in the region.
Goal:
To achieve the support level that the Ag Committee requests throughout the rest of the contract.

Emergency Planning for Livestock.
Current:

Review of 2017 events and lessons leamed, participating in EOC learing events and preparing livestock emergency
preparedness support materials.

Future:

Completion of RDBN update Emergency Livestock Relocation materials and Emergency Preparedness workshops for
large & small livestock owners.
Goal:

In the event of an emergency, to have as many RDBN commercial livestock and small-farm producers prepared with their
own evacualion plans and as a staff member of the EOC to be as prepared as possible.

Updating the RDBN Agriculture Plan 2012.

Current:

Reviewed the 2012 Agricutture Plan and flagged where updates are needed.

Future:

Late fall 2018 and winter into early 2018 update the Agriculture Plan for a 2019 edition.

Goak:
That the RDBN Agriculture Plan is reviewed and updated every 5-7 years.
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ALR

Current:

Met with ALC staff at the office and at the AAC workshop in Langley and assisted in the draft of the RDBN input into the
independent Revitalization of the ALR & ALC.

Future:

Waiting for the outcomes of the review and polential changes to update the RDBN Agriculture Plan and website.

Goal:

Support to the Planning Depariment and producers to retain agriculture fand for agriculture production.

UBCM RDBN Agriculture Presentation 2018

Current:

Have received many requests from oulside the region to share information about the RDBN agriculture coordinator role.
Plan is fo have an agriculture presentation at UBCM.

Future:

UBCM Convention session proposal process will open in late April and close mid June. Work with CAO & Directors on an
application ahout agriculture support and possibly include siméilar support held in Creston & Cowichan.

Goal:

To have presentation as part of the 2018 UBCM Convention in Whistler.
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO

( ) Memorandum
TO: Chair Parker and Agriculture Committee
FROM: Debbie Evans, Agriculture Coordinator
DATE: April 9, 2018

SUBIECT: Climate Change Regional Adaptation Program

Purpose

The purpose of this memorandum is to provide an update to the agriculture Committee
regarding the Climate Change Regional Adaptation Program and RDBN Expression of Interest
for April 1, 2018.

Background
On January 11, 2018 the Agriculture Committee recommended that the RDBN Board of

Directors direct staff to prepare an RDBN Expression of Interest for the Climate Change
Regional Adaptation Program for the April 1, 2018 funding intake for Canadian Agricultural
Partnership program funding. The recommendation was passed at the January 25, 2018 RDBN
Board of Directors meeting.

The attached Expression of Interest was submitted to the BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action
Initiative.

On March 29, 2018, an update was received from the initiative and is attached for information.

| would be please to answer any questions.

RECOMMENDATION: (All/Directors/Majority)

“That the Agriculture Committee receive the update on the Climate Change Regional Adaptation
Program.”
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Debbie Evans

From: Emily MacNair <emily@bcagclimateaction.ca>

Sent: March 29, 2018 9:59 AM

To: Debbie Evans

Subject: Re: RDBN Expression of Interest

Attachments: image001 jpeg; ATT00001.htm; Expression of Interest Canadian Agricultural Partnership

Prgrm Funding-signed.pdf; ATTO0002.htm

Hi Debbie,

Thank you very much for submitting the letter expressing interest from the Regional District in participating in the
Regional Adaptation programming. We are currently going through the transition from Growing Forward 2 funding into
the Canadian Agricultural Partnership, but ! anticipate that this process will be more or less completed within the next
several weeks. Until the new programming is up and running, no firm decisions will be made about regional
participation. | have shared the letter you supplied and | have expressed the view that the Bulkley Nechako/Fraser Fort
George area would be good candidate for a planning process.

| will definitely be in touch with you as soon as we have more details and information to share about how the
programming will more forward and | appreciate the interest of the region and your efforts in securing the letter.

Sincerely,

Emily MacNair

Manager, Adaptation Programming

BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative
{250) 361-5410

On Mar 22, 2018, at 3:26 PM, Debbie Evans <debbie.evans@rdbn.bc.ca> wrote:

Hello Emily,

Attached is the Expression of Interest from the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako for a Regional
Adaptation Strategy.

Thank you
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i REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO
C ) Memorandum
N
TO: Chair Parker and Agriculture Committee
FROM: Debbie Evans, Agriculture Coordinator
DATE: April 9, 2018

SUBJECT: Minutes from the RDBN Beef Workshop

Purpose
The purpose of this memorandum is to share the minutes from the RDBN Beef Workshop held

on March 2, 2018. The minutes are for receipt and will be shared with beef producers and
industry stakeholders as well as posted on the RDBN website.

| would be pleased to answer any questions.

RECEIPT (All/Directors/Majority)
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RDBN Beef Workshop
) Summary

~=r=~ A total of 30 people attended the Beef Workshop held on March 2, 2018 at
the Tweedsmuir Rod & Gun Club in Burns Lake BC. There were 25 beef producers,
including Regional District Board of Directors Chair Biil Miller and Regional Agricuiture
Committee Chair Mark Parker. Special guests were Andrew Petersen, Water Specialist
from the BC Ministry of Agriculture and Kevin Boon, General Manager of the BC
Cattlemen’s Association. Also, in attendance from the BC Ministry of Agriculture was
John Stevenson, Regional Agrologist from the Smithers office. Event organizer was the
Regional Agriculture Coordinator, Debbie Evans with assistance from Kendra Kinsley
and Cheryl Anderson from the RDBN office.

A welcoming address was given by Mark Parker. An overview of the day was
presented by Debbie Evans. Debbie introduced first guest speaker Andrew Petersen,
Water Specialist with the BC Ministry of Agriculture.

Andrew gave a presentation which started with the Water Sustainability Act. He
covered water licensing & rights that is summarized as follows:

Water Licensing & Rights:

- A water right is the authorized use of surface water or groundwater. All water in
British Columbia is owned by the Crown on behalf of the residents of the
province.

- If you own land that contains or has access to surface water or groundwater, in
most cases you must apply to the province for the right to use the water and pay
an annual rental fee for that use,

New Requirements for Groundwater Users:

- If you divert and use groundwater for non-domestic purposes, you must now
obtain a water licence and pay water fees and rentals. This change came into
force with the Water Sustainability Act (WSA) on February 29, 2016.

- Groundwater licensing establishes equity between stream water and
groundwater users and provides additional benefits.

If you are a groundwater user, licensing clarifies how much water you can legally
use, and increases the security of your access to that water. Licensing
establishes rights to groundwater based on the same priority scheme that
currently exists for surface water and will help to reduce conflicts between water
users in times of scarcity.
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Transitioning to Groundwater Licensing:

- The first three years of the WSA are a transition period to bring in approximately
20,000 existing non-domestic groundwater users into the current water licensing
scheme and its first-in-time, first-in-right (FITFIR) priority system.

- If you are an existing non-domestic groundwater user, you are encouraged to
apply within the three-year transition period to maintain your date of precedence.

- If you submit your application on or before March 1, 2019, your one-time
application fees will be waived.

Andrew supplied a handout on Licensing Groundwater in BC (Attachment 1)

Andrew was asked many questions about licensing groundwater and dugout questions.
To clarify water storage and the use of water in dugouts attached is a Water Policy
Bulletin issued by the Ministry of Environment & Climate Change Strategy and the
Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations & Rural Development.
(Attachment 2).

Question was asked about licensing water and who is responsible if it stagnates in the
summer and blue-green algae (cyanobacteria) and livestock die?

Andrew was asked to prepare a Bulleted List of Water Licensing and Dugout
information. Debbie will follow up and get this list from Andrew and send out to
Sandy Anaka, Sheri Pebbles and Nechako Valley distribution contacts.

Andrew was an irrigation specialist before joining the BC Ministry of Agriculture and
divided his presentation to give a Forage Irrigation overview. There were 4 producers at
the meeting who are currently using irrigation systems. With potential climate change,
irrigation might be considered by many producers in the future.

Andrew supplied a handout on Forage lrrigation Systems North, Crop, Soil and Climate
(Attachment 3). He also supplied a handout on Farm Irrigation Systems, Sprinkler
Irrigation Assessment (Attachment 4).

At the end of Andrew's presentation there where some general comments. An
interesting comment was that in a stream that formerly dried up in the summer months
and its water was dirty, since surrounding forest has had less trees due to pine beetle
kill, the stream is running year-round and the water is clear. Andrew is going to follow-
up on this positive, abnormal situation.

Thank you to the BC Ministry of Agriculture for their in-kind contribution to the RDBN for
Andrew's participation and travel costs.
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The second guest speaker was Kevin Boon, the General Manager of the BC
Cattlernen’s Association.

Kevin gave a presentation about the BC Cattlemen’s Association (BCCA):

1.

BCCA is the official voice of BC ranchers since 1929. Membership is voluntary
with almost 1,200 members. BCCA maintains and strengthens the sustainability
of the B.C. beef industry.

BCCA Governance has a 13-member Board of Directors with representatives
from 7 zones. There are 5 Standing Committees; Environmental Stewardship,
Land Stewardship & Aboriginal Affairs, Livestock Industry Protection, Public
Affairs & Education and Research & Development. There are also Ad Hoc
Committees as needed with current Ad Hoc committees of Water, Wildfire and
Agricultural Land Commission.

Research & Development: The committee provides the directors and members of
the BCCA with the latest information on current research projects, their progress
and final outcome. Research is completed through external sources such as the
Beef Cattle Research Council and the Thompson Rivers University Chair in
Cattle Industry Sustainability.

Water: Ensuring access to water is a significant priority for cattle producers and
BCCA has made this a top priority. A water sub-committee was created in 2013
to focus on the Province’s new Water Sustainability Act and regulation
development.

Wildfire: Following the 2017 wildfire season, BCCA put together an adhoc
committee to debrief on what transpired during the emergency wildfire situation.
A big focus of the commiittee is the recovery phase.

ALC: A new adhoc committee established in January 2018 in response to the
Province's review and “revitalization” of the Agriculture Land Commission.

BCCA works on issues of importance to the members. One of the important
roles of the association is to ensure the rancher’s voice is heard with
government, whether it is something the BCCA is championing or an initiative of
the provincial or federal government.

BC Beef Day was established through the ranching task force and has served to
build relationships with government — dedicating a day where ranchers and
government meet to discuss issues and solutions.
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in July 2017 BCCA met with the newly formed BC NDP/Green Party minority
government.

Due to the wildfires in BC, BCCA met with the Minister of Agriculture and the
Minister of Forest, Lands, Natural Resource Operation and Rural Development of
the summer of 2017. This was an opportunity to discuss the devastation of the
wildfire situation on the ranching community and provide ideas for recovery. The
meetings were not fimited to wildfires and BCCA had the opportunity to bring
forward some of their other challenges and potential solutions.

BC Beef Day did not occur in 2017, but the BCCA sent a delegation to Victoria in
September 2017 to meet with Ministers and ministry staff. A joint meeting was
held with the Minister of Agricuiture, Minister of Environment and Climate
Change Strategy, Minster of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and
Rural Development, Minster of Transportation and Infrastructure and Minster of
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliations. In additions, individual meetings with
Minsters Popham, Fraser, Donaldson, Heyman, the Green Party of BC, Liberal
MLAs and Forest Practices Board while in Victoria. Topics brought forward were
numerous such as wildfire recovery, water storage, water licensing, invasive
weeds, ag waste regulation a well as continued funding for the Livestock
Protection Program and the Highway Fencing Program.

BCCA General Manager presented to the Select Standing Committee on Finance
and Government Services in October. BCCA's submission focused on forage
enhancement in wildfire areas, water storage for climate adaptation and highway
fencing.

In November 2017, BCCA representatives attended BC Ag Days, coordinated by
the BC Ag Council, in Victoria as part of an eighty-farmer delegation that included
representatives from a variety of stakeholder groups.

. BCCA has support for producers for the Groundwater Licensing which includes:
Preparing DIY handout

Hiring individuals to assist members with licensing

Funding, through CIDC, regional workshops

Featuring articles in Beef in BC on new regulations and tips to apply.

BCCA has conducted a consultation on the Livestock Watering Regulations and
has submitted to the Livestock Water intentions Paper. The deadline was
February 16, 2018.

. Agricultural Waste Control Regulation (AWCR) has had the BCCA actively
participating in the Industry-Government Working group on regulation since
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2012. In November 2017 the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change
Strategy released its third Intentions Paper. This third intention’s paper had a
deadline of January 15% to consult on the ministry's proposed changes to the
AWCR in response to the POLIS Project on Ecological Governance
Recommendations Report "From Crisis to Solutions: Towards Better Source
Water Protection and Nutrient Management in the Hullcar Valley”.

The goals of the AWCR are to:

» Enhance and improve water and air quality by requiring that good,
environmentally protective agricultural practices are followed.

> Ensure watercourses and groundwater are protected through proper
storage and use of manure, other nutrient sources and agricultural
materials.

> Prove certainty — through clear, unambiguous requirements — focused on
desired environmental outcomes.

> Update guidance to facilitate appropriate and beneficial use of manure
and other agricultural by-products.

The BCCA has been actively involved in the working group and advocation for:
» AWCR to be reasonable and achievable.
« AWCR to be flexible with requirements based on risk (low/med/high)
» AWCR to recognize that qualified professionals are costly and limited
access in rural areas.
* AWCR to avoid enforcement action where possible, except with repeat
offenders.
The BCCA believe that the Intentions Paper has incorporated the majority of
BCCA's recommendations.

. Wildfire Recovery and the Wildfire Response to Access, Feed and Fencing.
AgriRecovery which had a deadline of January 31, 2108 and also the
AgriStability Enhanced Program.

The wildfires in 2017 quickly took priority for BCCA. In the early days and
throughout the summer as the fires continued to grow and new fires started, the
association worked on many levels, starting with emergency response and
coordinating with Emergency Operation Centers (EOC), groups transporting
animals out of evacuation zones, creating an emergency feed database,
responding to producer calls, assessing and rebuilding fences in fire zones (to
prevent cattle from getting onto highways and causing a public safety issue)

One of the biggest successes BCCA had during Emergency Response phase,
was the ability to work with the Cariboo EQOC to get producers assess permits to
do essential work like animal care and haying. Reg Steward, AgSafe BC, was
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right in the Cariboo Emergency Operation Center to facilitate permits for
ranchers. The BC Ministry of Agriculture Premise ID system was an integral part
of the issuing of permits.

At the same time, BCCA worked with the Federal and Provincial governments to
build an AgriRecovery program that would help ranchers impacted by the forest
fires stay operational. The BCCA believe that that they got the best program
possible — it is not perfect and ranchers will not get rich off the program — it is as
comprehensive as BCCA could make it.

AgriRecovery deadline was January 31, 2108 and it covered 70% of shortages in
feed required, it was not designed to cover losses.

An AgriStability Enhancement Program was announced in January 2018. This
new program will enhance the existing AgriStability program by allowing late
sign-up, eliminating the current Reference Margin Limit and increasing the
compensation rate on positive margins from 70% to 80%. It is expected to
provide $8 to $10 million of support to agricultural producers. This is in addition
to the estimated $10 million the existing federally and provincially funded
AgriStability program is expected to pay.

Producers currently not enrolled in AgriStability were encouraged to enrolling the
2017 British Columbia AgriStability Enhancement program and the deadline for
enrollment is April 30, 2018. Those agricultural producers who are currently in
AgriStability, do not need to re-enroll as the enhanced benefits will automatically
be applied by the program administration.

. Wildfire Recovery had the BCCA establish an Adhoc Wildfire Committee. This
committee submitted discussion paper to government outline pre-fire, during fire
and post fire recommendation in January. The committee met with senior
government tasked with reviewing 2017 wildfires.

The goal of the committee is to look at what lessons have been learned by
ranchers, provide government with some key recommendations and priorities to
improve upon current practices during wildfire emergencies, and insure that land
impacted by firefighting activities is properly reclaimed. This last one was right
that the BCCA was hoping to get areas reseeded this fali, but that hasn't
happened yet. BCCA also want the government to look at how the landscape in
the burned areas has changed and try to use that to develop some wildfire
prevention (adding more grass areas, less trees, etc.).

in addition, BCCA received funding from Imperial Oil and Horse Council BC and
will be hosting 12 one-day Emergency Management Workshops this spring.
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BCCA staff will be working with Reg Steward from AgSafe BC. Maich 1 was in
Vanderhoof and March 3 will be in Smithers. The workshops will include:

+ How to safeguard your property

« Creating a safety plan for your property and your community

+ Community planning and delegation

e What to do in the midst of an emergency

+ Resources and best practices

e As well as general information on dealing with natural disasters.

. Livestock Protection Program (LPP) has been operating since 2016 with funding
from the BC Ministry of Agriculture. As of October 2017, 50 wildlife specialists
are available to respond to calls. Producers can report a livestock predator loss
by calling 1-844-852-5788. The program had 758 verification files actioned, and
337 wolves and 128 coyotes were removed. All other predation issues will
continue to be handled by the Conservation Officer Service. One of the
requirements of the LPP is that producers are adopting Best Management
Practices (BMPs) to reduce predation in order to receive mitigation. The LPP
Coordinator is responsible for reviewing the management practices utilized on
the farm or ranch, and to discuss any recommendations with the livestock owner,

There were questions about verification times as hard to keep deceased animal
intact until a verifier can come. Kevin said to call the toll free LPP line to initiate a
cfaim and try to get some pictures. Do we need more verifiers in the area?
Wherever possible, the program aims to inspect and verify a predator kill within
36 hours of being found and mitigation measures initiated within 24-48 hours of
positive verification of predation.

Verification can be done by producers who have completed the Verification
Training Course offered by the CO Service and can self-verify predator attacks
by completing the Verification/Compensation Request Form. For livestock
owners who cannot self-verify, a Wildlife Speciatist will be dispatched to conduct
an on-site verification of the predator attack. Verification reports will be reviewed
by the LPP coordinator prior to proceeding with mitigation. The LPP coordinator
will review the reported BMPs employed by the livestock producer and make a
final decision about whether additional prevention measures need to be
implemented. If the LPP coordinator is not satisfied that sufficient measures
have been implemented, claims for verification, mitigation and compensation
may be denied.

Once verification has been completed, either by self-verification or by a Wildlife
Specialist, and the review indicates that predation is the resuit of a wolf or coyote
attack, the verification/compensation request will be forwarded to the Business
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Risk Management Branch of the BC Min of Ag to initiate a compensation claim
payment. The compensation will be provided based on age of animals involved
and market value. Verification forms and compensation claims for all other
wildlife (bear, cougar, dogs, etc.) will be reviewed and submitted by the CO
service.

Upon approved verification of a wolf or coyote attack, the LPP coordinator will
dispatch a wildlife specialist to initiate mitigation activities. The Wildlife
Specialist will report to the LPP coordinator outlining mitigation activities
completed. Wherever possible, mitigation will begin within 24-48 hours of
verified wolf/coyote attack.

Elk damage from Eileen Benedict was presented: “We have had 3 bulls injured
this winter from the Elk coming into the feeder and using their horns to push the
bulls out of the way. One of the bulis had a puncture in the hind flank, one had
two puncture wounds on the right side just behind his front leg and the third
yesterday had a puncture on the left side. Our neighbour had her horse injured
last winter in the same manner, it was a deep stab wound in the hind quarter and
it took months for her to get the infection under control. What do we do to protect
our animals? These big bull elk are dangerous and are no match for cattle or
horses. * Kevin's response was that currently Elk are not considered a predator
and that he knows of other situations where elk have challenged ranch
employees. Currently there is no initiative to address this problem as a predator
or wildlife management.

10. Provincial Livestock Fencing Program was launched in 2010 and $16 million has
been invested in the program. As of this spring, more than 800 kilometres of
livestock fencing will have been built along B.C. highways. The program has
been extended for another 5 years in which the BCCA will receive $1 million
annually.

The program was developed by the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure
(MQTI), in partnership with Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resource
Operations and Rural Development (FLNRORD). The BC Cattlemen'’s
Association Program Delivery Inc is responsible for delivery of the program.

Program eligibility requirements from 2017 were: Schedule 2 Highways,
Schedule 1 Highways, Railway corridors. Must be a livestock producer and the
fence must be located along the highway or railway and form part of an existing
system to contain livestock. A question was asked about Railway Corridor
fencing. Will 2018 funding be continuing the 2017 program eligibility?

The Provincial Livestock Fencing Program has played a pivotal role in the rapid
replacement of fencing that was either damaged or destroyed during the wildfires
in 2017. The B.C. government invested $6.2 million to support the necessary
replacement of livestock fencing and Crown range infrastructure after the 2017
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fires. The BCCA worked quickly with local contractors involved in the program
and nearly 100 kilometers of fencing have been repaired or assessed in less than
seven months.

11. New initiatives: Invasive Plants and Dams & Water Security

Invasive Plants has additional funding for on-ground treatment, including on
Crown Land and currently has a three-year Nicola Knapweed Pilot Program with
partners Thompson Nicola Regional District (TNRD), Thompson Rivers
University (TRU)}, BCCA, MOTI and FLNRORD with a soft launch with MOTI! and
FLNRORD doing the program for year one. Plans are underway for full
implementation with alt partners for 2018.

Dams & Water Security is a new initiative as the BCCA has asserted that water
storage for agriculture and other purposes could be an effective climate
adaptation strategy and also valuable for wildfire situations. Conducted a cost-
benefit analysis of agricultural dams and the BCCA has been exploring a pilot
project on the Coldwater River, which is an area where producers have been
placed on water restrictions for the past three years. Through the pilot project,
BCCA hopes to facilitate a plan with local stakeholders to use water storage as a
long-term remedy. This pilot could be utilized throughout the province.

12.Check-off Increase

A National Beef Strategy was developed that looked at the future needs of the
industry and what funding it would take to meet those needs. Nationally, they
introduced the idea of a check-off increase from $1 per head to $2.50. At the
same time, the Cattle Industry Development Council, (CIDC), which is
responsible for collecting the national and provincial check-off in BC, put forward
the idea to increase the provincial check-off by $0.50 to $2.50.

At the BCCA 2016 AGM, a resolution was passed to support the increase in
National and Provincial Check-offs. Throughout 2016-2017, the CIDC sought
similar support from the other member associations. CIDC has approval to
increase the check-off to $5.00 per head ($2.50 National, $2.50 Provincial). Due
to the wildfire situation in 2017, CIDC has delayed the increase until July 2018.

13.Federal Packing Plant in BC.

BCCA, in partnership with the Province of BC, developed a Business Plan for a
federally inspected beef packing plant in the Prince George (PG) area.

The plan includes an infrastructure plan (supply and plant), production
requirements, financial plan, commercialization strategy and implementation
plan. The plan is based on 50,000 head per annum to start, with the ability to
increase to 100,000 head and the estimated value is $25,000,000. BCCA has
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discussed the implementation plan with the Minister of Agriculture, Lana
Popham.

The $250,000,000 is in part to potential Chinese exportation. Currently if a
$3300, 100% consumable beef carcass is being shipped to China, the carcass is
devalued at $2600 for the cuts China market demands, thus this is a devaluation
of $700 per carcass. With the proposed processing plant, there is an ability to
just ship the prime cuts China demands and the value of the carcass rises to
$3800, that is a carcass increase of $500.

The proposed plant would supply beef within BC, nationally and have a export
market. Exportation market is Europe and China, Asia markets, Currently the
Prince Rupert port does not have the refrigeration, so exported meat would be
flown out of the PG airport. The PG airport has strategic planning related to the
processing plant with plans to increase fueling station with potential for PG
airport to serve as a long-haul flight fueling station. The PG airport is also
looking at the possibility of installing a Bio-Digester which would receiver
Specified Risk Materials (SRM) from the processing plant and create energy for
the airport.

China is also considering building a plant in PG to process bone meal. This by-
product is no longer produced in Canada due to BSE,

The plant would be set-up as a New Generation Co-op (NGC). A NGC is a form
of business arrangement that encourages agriculture producers and processors
to expand the scope of their businesses. Sometimes described as hybrids
between traditional co-ops and limited companies. NGC'’s maybe one way to
help bridge the gap between commodity-oriented primary producers and
consumer-focused markets.

The PG processing plant would utilize NGC with producers — owners, retailer
owners and investment owners. Prices for producers could be built on futures
market. The BCCA will have information meetings with producers and investors
hopefully later this spring. The BCCA is the facilitator of this plan.

The initial 50,000 head per year breaks down into 1000 head per week and 200
head per day. The initia! capacity of the proposed plant has the capacity in a
week of what Cargill will do in a shift.

The chalienges are labour and building the feeding industry. Some of the
opportunities are the to have calves held back in BC, could be saving $170 per
calf on transportation costs. Movement of calving times with the potential of
some calvings to move from winter/predator problems. Expansion of grain and
forage industry. Increasing current feedlot's capacity and potential add more
feedlots and backgrounding facilities.

10
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The remainder of the workshop was a short time to discuss issues that could potentially
restrict RDBN beef producers from participating in the PG processing plant. These are:

A. Lack of Livestock Shavings. Currently the Nechako Valley Regional Cattiemen’s
Association, (NVRCA), Shaving Committee has a contract the PAC-Bio which will
expire in August 2018. A proposal of establishing a livestock shaving plant is
currently being investigated. The producers of the Skeena Regional Cattlemen's
Association, (SRCA), were given information from Sandy Anaka of a source of
shavings. Many producers without source of kiln-dried shaving have adjusted
calving times and/or are utilizing other bedding materials.

The lack and cost of livestock shaving could be detrimental in the growth of the
cattle industry to supply the PG processing plant. ldeally if a livestock shaving
business is established in the RDBN, the NVRCA and SRCA would have the
opportunity to consider joining the PG processing plant and utilizing kiln-dried
shavings at a reasonable cost.

B. Concern about the decrease in grasses on rangeland due to the increase
infestation of noxious weeds. To support an increase in cattle production would
need optimum grazing on rangelands. Question is, who is responsible for
eradication of noxious weeds on the rangeland?

In attendance in the audience was Trevor Tapp who is a representative of the
NorthWest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC). Trevor represents the Nechako
Invasive Plant Management Area. The NWIPC has a 50:50 rebate program
which is first-come, first serve and this program is offered in both the Nechako
and Skeena areas. Check the NWIPC website for more details.

C. Concern was expressed on forage exportation. If the beef industry is going to
increase to be a part of the PG processing plant, grain and forage is going to be
a factor. The two forage exportation facilities are part of the agricuiture
community but concern is that forage demands should be produced locally and
as much amount of the forage production remain for livestock production here in
BC and the region.

The day was wrapped-up with Mark Parker thanking everyone for attending.
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Do you use groundwater for non-domestic purposes?

All ireigators, industries, wiaterworks and others who divert and use
groundwater for non-domestic purposes are requied to apply for a
water licence. This new requirement was brought in by the

Water Sustainabifity Act (WSAY in February 2016.

What if [ am a domestic well owner?

Domestic use is exempt from licensing. This includes water for
household use by the occupants of a private dwelling, fire prevention,
private lawin and garden watering {up to 1,000 m2}, and domestic
animals. Domestic well owners aie encouraged to register their well
to make their water use known so it can be protected.

For more information visit Register your Well at
www.frontcounterbe.gov.be.ca/start/ground-water

Existing users must apply by March 1, 2019.

After this date, users who have not applied will be committing an
offence under the WSA and can be subject to fines and penalties,
and ordered to cease using the water, /:
After March 1, 2019, you will need to apply as a new

applicant, your priority date will be the date of the application, and
your application could be refused if there is not enough wrater.

Apply today to secure your water rights!

Groundwater licensing ensures there is a fair and transparent
mechanism in place for determining who uses the water during
shortages. A water licence is tied to your land, and provides four
major benefits to yous business.

= Alicence gives you a right to a specific volume of water when
available to support your business

+  Alicence protects your usage fiom aew users and future
developments

»  Alicence provides a fair system for reducing usage in times of
water scarcity

Pas3

-
How do { secure my groundwater rights?

Existing users {use began before Maich 1, 20163 must app’y by
March 1, 2019.if you submit by the deadlme government will
consider when you first used the water to establ'sh your first-in-time,
fisst-in-right {FITFIR) priotity date. This g ves your water use
precedence over newer users during times of scarcity.

New users {use began after February 2016) m_st apply for al cence
befose the water cantawfully be diverted, used or stored.

How much does aficence cost?

Tne one-time appi cation fee (minimum 5250) for existing users has
been wawed if your appl cation is received by March 1, 2019. Annual
rental fees are not waived and are charged from March 1, 2016 for
existing groundwater users. Fees vary based on how much water you
are using and for what puipose.

While existing or new users are required to apply for a water licence,
water fees and rentals are genesally not appied to First Nations use of
water on Reserve or Treaty lands.

Before You Apply:

Applications are submitted online through the FrontCounter B
website and require several pieces of information about your well and
water usage. To save time during the application process:

1. Register for a basic BCelD. Having a BC online account (B(elD)
witl allow you to save your application and retuin to it later if you are
not able to complete the application in one session. Register at
wwwbceid ca and select a basic BCelD, which is a one-step process.

2, Gather information on your well{s) regarding its location,

depth and construction. For example:

»  Search apps.nts.gov.bc.ca/gwells to see if arecord for your
wiell exists (well identification plate number)

s Well construction reports

»  Pumping records

»  Pump test ieports and waler quality test results

L. Alicence can enhance the value of your property

_J
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ORDER OF REFERENCE

Favract from the Jowinals of the Senate Thinwday,
Dctober 5 2016

The Honourable Senator Mercer moved, seconded by
the Honourable Senator Hubley.

That the Standing Senate Committee on Agriculture
and Forestry be authorized to examine and report on
the acquisition of farmland in Canada and its potenhial
impact on the farming sector, including

(a) reasons behind the increasing value
of Canadian farmland,

(b) concerns of agricultura stakeho ders and the
challenges they face in acquiring farmtand,

(€} possible solutions to resolve Issues resuiting
from the acquisition of farmland; and

That the committee submit its final report to the
Senate no later than June 30, 2017, and that the
committee retain all powers necessary to publicize
its findings until 180 days afler the tabling of the
final report

After debate,
The gquestion being put on the motion, it was adopted
Charles Robert

Clerk of the Senate

Eatra=t irorm the downnsis of the Sengre Thia ofay,
June 1 2017

The Honourable Senator Maltais moved, seconded by
the Honourable Senator White:

That, notwithstanding the order of the Senate
adopted on Thursday, October 6, 2016, the date for
the fina! report of the Standing Senate Committee on
Agnculture and Forestry in relation to its study on the
acqursition of farmland in Canada and its potential
impact on the farming sector be extended from
June 30, 2017 to December 21, 2017.

The question being put on the motion, it was adopted.
Charles Robert

Clerk of the Senate

Letrart ionm ars Cgengi st the Senate Towesiay
r

Detene 170

The Honourable Senator Griffin moved, seconded by
the Honourable Senator Mégie

That, notwithstanding the order of the Senate adopted
on Thursday, June 15,2017, the date for the final report
of the Standing Senate Committee on Agricuiture and
Forestry Iin relation to its study on the acquisttion of
farmiand in Canada and its potential impact on the
farming sector be extended from December 21, 2017
to March 29, 2018 The question being put on the
motion, It was adopted

Nicole Proux

Clerk of the Senate
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FOREWORD

In the course of other work, the Committee heard concerns regarding the rising costs of farmland in Canada,
including how families could pass their farms from generation to generation and the ability of new entrants to
afford to buy land.

The family farm has been the backbone of rural Canada for generations. The Committee felt it would be remiss
if it did not undertake a study on the acquisition of farmland in Canada and its potential impact on the farming
sector to address these concerns.

The first part of the report focuses on the use of farmland and changes in farmland values. The second part of
the report explains changes in farmland values and their impact on farmiand availability. The final part of the
report outlines ways to ensure access to farmland for future generations of Canadians.

The Committee appreciates the time stakeholders took to talk to us about this very important issue. We would
like to thank alt who contributed to this study. We hope the findings and recommendations in this report waill
further enhance the discussions concerning the acquisition of farmland in Canada.

We would also like to thank all of our colleagues who have participated in this study as well as the staff from both
the Senate and the Library of Parliament who have helped in the preparation of this report.

. I

Diane F. Griffin, Ghislain Maltais,
Chair Deputy Chair
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ACRONYMS aAnND
ABBREVIATIONS

BRM: Business Risk Management
CFA: Canadian Federation of Agriculture
DUC: Ducks Unlimited Canada

SSHRC: Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council




































The wmnpact of environmental policies on farmland
prices was also highlighted by the Prince Edward
Island Federation of Agriculture, which believes that
the increase in land pnices in the province is linked
to increased demand for farmland as a result of the
mandataory three year crop rotation.

The iotation  wouldd  specifically
deal with sonf quatity. s ot a hindrance so rmuch
as it oposes chaflenges for people who have thon
opeiations el up o £10p 8 certam acreage, lel's say,

thiee-year  crop

foi ceamnple of potatces IF yoau're et up to grow H00
R0 AT pOtal028 and vou were on g hwo-yadl (oishion,
vou coufd o Hatwith 1,000 arable acrew. but with the
threcyvear mandarory rotation acl, vou saddenly need
o have 1500 acies of 1and because vou need (0 have
that rovy cropy ondv ong iy three vears

Mary Rolanson, President, Prin e Edward Istand Federation
of Agreulture, 15 Novermber 2016
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In British Columbia, carbon pricing has prompted
multinational  corporations  such as  British
multinational Reckitt Benckiser Group plc to acquire
agricultural land for reforestation and carbon
sequestration.

Anather situation happening mn B.C 1s the use of ALR
[Agricuitural Land Reserve] land for caiton ciedits
erther on the carbon market o Just as a statement of
pUbhe trust Cne otfshore cormpany e« nily hought up
many thousanas of acres of vory anod alfalfa fand in
the 4L K

Aartur Rossmane, tAzmbern, Brsh Columiba Agnicuiture
counall 7 February 2017

Other witnesses added that weather conditions
could temporarily affect farmland values depending
on demand. For example, repeated flooding in some
areas has stabilized farmland prices.












Witnesses also highlighted the difference between
leasing by farmers and leasing by investment funds.
André Magnan, Associate Professor in the Department
of Sociology and Social Studies at the University of
Regina, said that andowners are investing in therr
communities while engaged in agricultural production
but investors are mainly concerned with their return
on investment

However, Bonnefield Financial Inc, a private
investment firm, pointed to the sustainability of its
investments by mentioning that it 1s a signatory
to the Principles for Responsible [nvestment.
Under these principles, farmers are asked to provide
data on their operations and how these operations
might impact land, watercourse management,
soil quality and fertilizer use.

Witnesses also said that intergenerational transfer
could be another way to facilitate access for new
farmers to farmland. Farmers close to retirement
can sometimes decide to divide their land n order to
distribute the various parcels of land to their children,
thus reducing the cost of land ownership for new
farmers. However, this requires good p anning and
a desire on the part of the younger generation to get
into farming. Several witnesses said that this desire
is tied to the sector's profitability

PROFITABILITY OF THE
AGRICULTURAL SECTOR

Some witnesses were of the opinion that the
agricultural sector needs to be competitive in order
to maintain its activities A lack of competitiveness
hurts farmers’ incomes, which could lead them
to quit farming or abandon land that I1s suitable
for agriculture.
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[Liack of profitabiity m agnculiure contmues (o result
i abandoned land i undersenviced and economicaltly
challenged regions scross Canada, resuliing i the
giadual yet offen permanent iass of praductive land due
{o lack of mainienance o1 competing niteresis

Ron Bonnett, President. Canadian
Federal  n of Agriculluse, 240 October 2016

Lack of adequate infrastructure can also affect
the sector's profitabiity and explains why land
1s abandoned

Wha e we have seen some nsiannes of abandonment,
s m oareas of New Brunswick where weva seen it
ransed Thedrivers ofitare prinarnidy aiack ol appropriate
imtrastiucture in the area and oifier primary (Hocassing
faciithes of ather mfiastiu ture o neatby produ: Lion
o make it ecoponucal for tanmers i the area o really
hieak that land agam and bong it back into produchon
Primaitly, weve seen 1t as a resull of poor economics
i some situations, and then the lack of appropriate
infrastructure in the area (o really make it a viable
wwvestment for fanmers in neaiby deas.

Scott Ross. Duecter Business Rish Managerment
and Farm Policy, Canard an Faderation of Agrnculture,
20 Qctnber 2076

Witnesses satd that this abandoned land 1s now
covered with forest; therefore, converting it back to
agricuitural land can prove costly. Market revenues
would have to be high enough to justify farming
this and.









in Australta, farmers recognize that foreign investors
can provide economic benefits o ther sector
However, they be ieve that these investments must be
transparent to ensure that they do not have a negative
impact on the supply chain

Essentially, the policy that the National Farmers’
Federation {akes around foreign mvestment mlo
Austrahan agniculivre 1s that we recognize the impaoi tant
role that foreign investment has played in Australian
agricuiture i tenms of development, investing n and
grovang the secton [ Should an investment go ahesd
anch 13 foreign-hased o foreign derived then we neerl
to make sire ihai the invesimen! coinphies with and
adheres 10 the husiness plan or mtenbons of hal
mvestrent v an ongomg way so that should the foreign
mvestiment be approved, there’s some sort of process
i make sure the investment Is domg what if said it was
qomg to do a ound water fand or the busines  ifsall
and thai it’s contobutiig to the growth produ tivity and
profitabibity of the broader Australian agn ulture eclorn
and nol having a detiimental impa 1 on the supply
chain bolileneck, whether that's ports, 1al or pairts of
the supply chan where production and/or busiess
sormies inlo a nariow DAse

Tuny tMahar, Ch el Evecutive Officer, Naliona Farmens
Federaton (Australiz), 7 IMar v 2017
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Other witnesses also acknowledged the value of
foreign investrment as a source of capital in addition
to that prowided by financial nstitutions and Farm
Credit Canada.

Il forewgn mvestment 1s there (o help provide capits!
to farmers who want to expand o voung farmers
wanting to mvest m farnung 1 might be another form
of camtal m addition to banks and Fann Credit
that could be used to help them make sure thay have
ptodin tive operations

Ren Bonnetl Piesdent, Caaadiar
Federat on of Agnmulture 20 0 tober 2076

{n the same way, financing 1s being provided to the
next generation of farmers 10 improve their access to
farmland. That is the case in Quebec, where the Fonds
d'investissement pour la reléve agricole [investment
fund for beginning farmers] 1s funded by a partnership
that includes financial institutions and pension funds.

However, some witnesses said there (s still a risk
that land owned by non-agricultural investors will not
always be used for agriculture and will eventually be
sold for other purposes. Strengthening the legislative
framework for farmland protection would make a
major difference in this regard

We need o ensurs that the oght to feor owr fand
1o expiessly respected and understood o federal,
provincial and mumcipal feqgistation, and iy oegulations
and government policy

Norm Hall, Presdent, Ayiculiuire Produ ers
Association of Saskatchewan, 25 Ociober 2016



PUBLIC INITIATIVES

Under the Constitution of Canada, the provinces have
junsdiction over the ownership of Canada’s farmland.

The responsibifity for land-use plansing 15 a provincial
responsibihty, which is dedicated to local government
Constitutionally, the tederal government does not have
that authonty to do land-use planning.

David Connell, Asseciate Professor Ecosysten: Science
and Management, Unversity of Northern Brninsl Celumb a
8 Decamber 2011

Further, section 35 of the Citizenship Act stipulates
that a province or designated person of authority
can prohibit, annul, or 1n any manner restrict the
direct or indirect acquisition of real property located
In the province by non-citizens or by corporations or
associations that are controlled by non-citizens David
Connell, Associate Professor of Ecosystemn Science
and Management at the University of Northern British
Co umbia, explained that, as a result, each province
enacts its own legislative measures. The effectiveness
of these measures in protecting farmland and its use
varles with the leqisiative language chosen

You'll ses must e consistent wath  and shall e
consistent with, but you will also see locser language
arcund Creasonahfy consisten! with or “genenally
consstent wih”

Dav d Connell, Assoc ate Professor Ecosystem Science:
arid Management, Un versity of Northein Br bsh Columing,
8 Decembes 2010

According to some witnesses, Quebec and some
parts of British Columbia and Ontario have measures
that enable them to more effectively designate
and protect ther farmland and its uses Alberta,
Manitoba, and Saskatchewan restrict land ownership
by foreign interests. Saskatchewan has amended
its iegisiation to restnct the types of investments
allowed by tightening the definitions of pension plans,

Ll

administrators of pension fund assets, and trusts as
non-Canadian-owned entities in order to prohibit them
from purchasing farmland.

But David Connell pointed out that, despite these
various legislative measures, Canada has been losing
farmland for over 40 years now. Other witnesses added
that measures to protect farmland and encourage
it to be used for agriculture have been ineffective
They suggested ways that provincial governments
could better protect farmiand and its use for
agriculture. These include tracking land transactions,
establishing tand banks while providing the funding
necessary for improved use of this land, implementing
a vanable-rate property tax system that would reward
owners who keep their farmland in production,
or improving monitoring of unused farmland.

Witnesses also mentioned programs that make it
easter to finance farm.and purchases These programs
may be funded by the provinces or in collaboration
with the federal government. Some witnesses
pointed to tax programs for property transfers,
including capital gains exemptions

With jespect 1o beginnimg tarnen programs, provincial
ana federal agencies have lending piogiams tmgeted
at begining farmers that provde aiscounted interest
rate and lower down payiment jequirement for those
entering aguculture [ | Taa piograms such as farmiand
roffover, replacerment pioperly  and  capital gamns
exemplions are strong tools (o assisi iy transferning the
farm o the next generation of producers.

Ttie Honourab e Oneil Carlier, Mimister of Agriculiure and
Forestry Governmient of Atherta, 79 Novermnber 2016

The Committee noted that the lifetime capital gains
exemption for qualified farm property 1s $1 million.
This tax exemption may faciitate farm transfers.
However, considering the large average size of
farms and the rise in the value of farmland, this tax






Similarly, Dan Mazier, President of Keystone
Agricultural Producers of Manitoba, encouraged
the federal government to work with the
provincial governments to develop such land-use
planning policies.

In this regard, the Committee noted a number of federal
initiatives to increase cooperation and information-
sharing among provincial land-use planning experts.
The Social Sciences and Humanities Research
Council {SSHRC) funded a national research project
on farmtand protection. This project led to a national
forum which was held in June 2016. According to the
project lead, David Connell, this forum identified ways
to support land-use planning policies at the provincia
level. The participants also recogmized that land-use
planning is primarity a municipal matter. The options
the forum identified include strengthening the capacity
of the provinces and municipalities to use tools to
support the legislative framework, using appropriate
data, and increasing cooperation between provincial
and local governments.

These kinds of actions would address wrtness
concerns about tracking land transactions at the
provincial level for the purpose of monitoring farmland
use and ownership types Some witnesses reported
that such information exists at the provincial level,
but that the analytical tocls needed to make effective
use of the data are lacking.

We can consult the mformaton abomt a transaction
that we are mvolved in We can see the Lansa . tiv
prices using the official registries m each piowvin e
We carn estabhish comparnisons from land assessients,
We can consull those data but they are not compiled
precisely  So it 1s wimpossible to pamnt a complete
prcture of the stfuation

Jean P ppe Gervas Voe-Presdentand Chef Agr 1tura
Econom -1, Farm Cred L Canada 1 N vember o0 156

4 Reference to sol surveys.

%

Some witnesses stated that access to appropriate
technologies would make it easier to create soil
maps * In their view, such maps would provide a
better understanding of soil condition and quality,
changes in land use and ownership types. However,
the Committee learned that some provinces,
such as British Columbia, are taking steps toward
creating these maps. According to Allan Howard,
Manager of the Agrochmate, Geomatics and Earth
Observation Division at Agriculture and Agri-Food
Canada, the department has imaging and remote
sensing technologies that supply data to the National
Soi DataBase This database provides information on
soil qualty and productivity, among other attributes.
Thanks to cooperation between Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada and Statistics Canada, the Census
of Agriculture data 1s linked to the data from the
National Scoil DataBase to provide land-use data
An effort is being made to update the data at
regular ntervals or to improve the qualty of the
data collected.

The new larming technology advances such as precision
farmung are creating an ncreased demand for eviden: e
bascd decision rnaking al finer and finer scales down to
subfield ievels beyond whai s possible liom ihe current
suils dalabase In order to address Hus need we have
iniated discussions wath the pyovinces, universities and
prvate sectors about a cormmon infegiated approach
to mcrease the resolution of owr sails data Agriculture
and Agr-rood Canada is curtentfy conducting reseaich
lo develop nationally consistent farm field level soi data
using a new approach called pywedictive sol mapping

A-ar Howand, Manager of the Agrochmate, Geomatscs
and Eaith Observation Division, Aghicuture
and Agrr-Food Canada, 16 Felireary 2017
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APPENDIX B:
FACT-FINDING MISSION

WASHINGTON D.C. - MAY 15-18, 2017

ORGANIZATION NAME, TiTLE

Amerivan rarm bureau Federauon

Katelyn McCullock, Economist
David Salmecnsen, Senior Director Congressional Relations

Congressional Research Service

lan Fergusson, Coordinator, Specialist in International Trade and Finance
Mark McMinimy, Analyst in Agricultural Policy

Megan Stubbs, Speciaiist in Agricultural Conservation
and Natura! Resources Policy

Embassy of Canada

Dan Abele, Head, intergovernmental Affairs
Mike Hawkins, Counsellor {Agriculture)
Laura Lumsden, Foreign Service Officer

Brad Wood, First Secretary Commercial
Gilles Gauthier, Minister Economic and Trade

Katherine Baird, Minister, Congressional,
Public and Intergovernmental Affairs

Adam Barratt, Minister-Counsellor, Congressional
and Intergovernmenta! Affairs

International Food Policy
Research institute

Joe Glauber, Senior Research Fellow
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Supporting Local Food Activism and Agriculture since 2011

F 4. P8
o

Groundbreakers is planning to run for a second summer its Youth on Farms work program {formerly called Young
Agrarians) in order to help build an experienced agricultural and food production workforce in the Bulkley Valley. This is
a wage subsidy program organized by Groundbreakers to train and employ youth for work at various farms throughout
the summer. The Youth on Farms team will be comprised of 2 to 6 youth age 14 to 17 employed by Groundbreakers and
supervised by a Project Coordinator {age 20:29). The Coordinator will begin in June with farm site visits to go over the
work activities the Youth Crew will be doing and to write up a work, training, and safety plans. This is a wage and
training subsidy program whereby Groundbreakers will be the employer and provide training, WCB coverage, and
shared on site supervision at farms in the Smithers/Telkwa area.

What the program provides to participating Farm/Food producer:

1.

A supervised team of semi trained youth (first aid, WHMIS, Foodsafe, AgSafe) available to work a minimum of 4
days ( 6 hours/day) either continuously or on scheduled days throughout July and August

Work and safety plans (in cooperation with AgSafe) developed in advance with Project Coordinator at your
operation that will prepare participants for the activities prior to start of work term. A farm safety assessment
information package will be sent to farm in May/lune prior to site visit by Project Coordinator.

A contract agreement to provide 2 to 6 youth workers with WCB coverage for an agreed upon timeframe with
some flexibility in response to weather.

introduction to a trained workforce for your future farm employment needs.

What participating Farm/Producers provide to the program:

1.

o R W

Contributing payment to the equivalent of $7.80/hr per employee paid to Groundbreakers as per contract and
schedule

Input to written work and safety plans prior to July 1st

Commitment to a schedule that does recognize some flexibility in response to weather

On site training in each of the activities Youth Worker will be employed to do

A safe work environment

Agreement to a contract

If you are interested please respond now. Scheduling of farm work placements will be done in order of responses
received. Please provide details for the following:

1. The type of activities for which you are seeking workers, including a breakdown of tasks {can include the full
range of task from farm to market)

2. Preferred number of workers at your farm at one time.

3. Timing preferences: number of days per week and when —consecutive days or not? (give dates to the best of
your knowledge)

4. What are the abilities and characteristics you require from a youth worker? This will help us in our hiring
process.

Please respond my email or by phone to lennifer Hegan af ind 250-846-5475. Questions

are welcomed.

Thank you so much for your consideration and participation in this great opportunity to get youth involved in
agriculture and to support your operation.






