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Charge North is a community-led initiative to develop an electric vehicle (EV) charging network to 


facilitate travel to and within central and northern BC. This collaborative project is directed by six 


regional governments, bringing together over 40 local governments and linking almost 2,800 km of 


highway from south of Kamloops to Prince George, along Highway 16 and on to Haida Gwaii. Charge 


North is facilitated by the Community Energy Association on behalf of an Advisory Committee 


representing the six regional districts and the Northern BC Tourism Association. 


 


  







Building the Network  


Charge North project team is working closely with BC Hydro and the Ministry of Transportation and 


Infrastructure to develop a charging network that supports connected and reliable EV travel and will 


consist of approximately 120 Level 2 stations and 30 Direct Current Fast Charging (DCFC) stations.  


Both Level 2 and DCFC stations are necessary to create a 


robust rural EV network. DCFC stations are critical to facilitate 


corridor travel - EV travel to and within the region, while Level 


2 stations can direct how and where visitors spend their time 


and money while in a community.  


Most of the local economic benefits to communities will be 


the result of Level 2 stations:  the ‘stop and shop’ stations. 


While they are a slower charge, they open a community up as 


a destination. EV 


owners generally charge at home, but when on vacation use 


charging stations while they recreate, eat, and shop. Level 2 


stations will hold visitors for up to 4-6 hours in a location, 


facilitating economic and tourism benefits. They provide 


important back up to DCFC stations and ensure all types of EVs 


have access to public charging. DCFC’s provide on-the-go 


charging for an 80% charge in approximately 30-40 minutes, 


depending on the type of EV. They are quick stops on main 


routes and essential to traveling the long distances between 


communities in central and northern BC. 


Level 2 Station Progress 


Northern Development Initiative Trust (NDIT) has committed $192,000 towards the installation of 


Level 2 stations. The Strategic Initiatives Fund grant from NDIT will assist with the purchase of 55 Level 


2 stations located in 25 communities. The project awaits confirmation of a funding commitment of 


$1.1 M from CleanBC’s Community Fund. A summer 2020 announcement and the Charge North Level 2 


station kick-off is just around the corner. 


DCFC Stations Live 


To date (May 2020), 19 DCFC stations have been installed, with 10 more scheduled for later this year, 


making significant improvements to EV travel routes north of Kamloops. Visit our new Charge North 


website to view live and proposed DCFC station locations or Plugshare.com to plan your EV travel.  
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Project Timeline and Future Deployment


 


Charge North online! 


We just launched the official Charge North website in late June 2020…please visit us online at 


chargenorth.ca. 


Project Partners 


The following organizations proudly support Charge North: The Federation of Canadian Municipalities’ 


Municipal Climate Innovation Program (MCIP), Northern Development Initiative Trust and six regional 


districts - North Coast, Kitimat-Stikine, Bulkley-Nechako, Fraser-Fort George, Cariboo, and Thompson-


Nicola.  
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For more information, please contact Danielle Wiess with the Community Energy Association at 


dwiess@communityenergy.bc.ca or 250.469.6783, ext. 714. 
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Criteria
Judging criteria will include:


•Demonstrated community leadership
•Energy or emission impact
•Cost effectiveness
•Best practices and innovation


Submission
Submission must represent a plan or action, with an 
emphasis on implementation. Please download the 
electronic application and instructions from the 
Awards tab of the Community Energy Association 
website at www.communityenergy.bc.ca.


The Awards
The Community Energy Association (CEA), the 
Province of BC, BC Hydro, FortisBC, Real Estate 
Foundation of BC, and Union of BC Municipalities are 
pleased to invite all BC local governments to 
participate in the 2020 Climate & Energy Action 
Awards.  


The awards are offered annually to a municipality or 
regional district implementing a project or program 
best integrating energy and climate planning into 
community or corporate planning and development 
processes.


Award Categories
One winner will be selected for each category:
• Community Planning and Development
• Corporate Operations
• Climate Adaptation 


All applications are recognized on CEA’s website and 
in the December edition of Municipal World 
Magazine. A winner is selected for each category. 
Honourable mentions are selected at the discretion 
of the judging committee.


Deadline
Please submit electronic applications to: 
awards@communityenergy.bc.ca


By 5:00 pm on Friday, July 3, 2020.


Please contact us with any concerns, including any 
challenge in meeting the deadline due to internal 
capacity or engagement issues on account of COVID-19.


Recipients receive:
• A trophy and/or plaque
• Awards ceremony and presentation by a Provincial 


Minister at the Union of BC Municipalities 
Convention 


• A presentation to Council or Board, and one year 
free CEA membership


COVID-19 
These are times of uncertainty and new challenges. 
We are all focused on keeping people safe and 
providing support, so we can all get through this 
together. At the same time, it is important where 
reasonable to do so, to recognize the continuing 
leadership of local governments in moving forward 
with positive climate and energy action. We hope 
your community will still be able to submit 
applications in recognition of these efforts. 


Invitation to the 2020 Climate
& Energy Action Awards



http://www.communityenergy.bc.ca/

mailto:awards@communityenergy.bc.ca





(250) 469-6783 ext 702 awards@communityenergy.bc.ca communityenergy.bc.ca


The 2019 Climate and Energy Awards were presented by Honourable Michelle Mungall, Minister of Energy, 
Mines and Petroleum Resources, at the UBCM Convention.


Past Award Winners: 2015-2018


Winners the of 2019 Climate & Energy Action Award


Village of Granisle won in the Corporate category for its 
Biomass Energy System


City of Richmond won in the Community Development 
category for its “EV Ready” Leadership.


The awards ceremony was attended by sponsor representatives Ramona Faust (Board Member, Real Estate 
Foundation of BC); Lawrence Pillon (Senior Manager of Communities and Capital Projects, BC Hydro); and Siraz 
Dalmir (Key Account Manager for Municipalities, FortisBC). 


City of Surrey won in the Adaptation category for its 
Coastal Flood Adaptation Strategy


Honourable Mentions awarded to Fraser Valley  Regional 
District, City of Vernon, and City of Campbell River


Local Government 2016 
Population Description Year


City of Victoria 85,792 All Ages & Abilities Bicycle Network 2018 - Community


District of Hudson’s Hope 1,015 Solar Initiative 2018 - Corporate


Capital Regional District 383,360 Zero Emissions Fleet Initiative 2018 - Collaboration


City of Richmond 198,309 Community Energy Save Program 2017 - Community


RD of Kitimat-Stikine 37,367 Terrace Area Integrated Solid Waste Management 2017 - Corporate


City of North Vancouver 52,898 Safe and Active School Travel Program 2017 - Collaboration


BC Energy Step Code Council Multi stakeholder - Public Sector Collaboration 2017 – Special Award


City of North Vancouver 52,898 Rezoning of Moodyville Neighbourhood 2016 – Community


City of Coquitlam 139,284 Corporate Strategic Energy Management Plan 2016 – Corporate


City of Kimberley 7,425 Sun Mine Project 2016 - Collaboration


Municipality of North Cowichan 29,676 University Village Sustainable Local Area Plan 2015 - Community


City of Prince George 74,003 LEED RCMP Facility 2015 - Corporate
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