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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
Supplementary 

Memorandum 

TO: Chair Miller and Regional Board Members 

FROM: Gail Chapman, CAO 

SUBJECT: Provincial Government Consideration of 
Requiring Regional Districts to Inspect/Enforce 
Fire Service Act Regulations in Rural Areas 

DATE: April 29, 2015 

During the Regional District CEO/CAO Forum in March, 2015, a conversation 
took place regarding discussions that were taking place between the Province, 
UBCM, Office of the Fire Commissioner, Health Authorities and the BC Safety 
Authority regarding mandating Regional Districts to conduct regular inspections 
of hotels, resorts, community halls, specifically, anywhere the public may gather, 
in order to enforce provincial safety regulations. This responsibility may include 
development of an inventory, inspections, enforcement and reporting. 

To date, there has been no information release regarding this matter, only 
Regional District discussion through the Forum and CAOs for each Regional 
District in the Province. 

A "draft" resolution has been developed with the assistance of all RDs, which is 
attached hereto. The intent is to bring it forward to Area Associations for 
ratification and submission to UBCM. 

At this time, consideration is being requested by Regional Board members to 
forward a letter of opposition to the Province and various stakeholders. 

RECOMMENDATION: (All/DirectorslMajority) 

Receive 



WHEREAS the provincial government has enacted various building and fire code regulations for 
public buildings, including the Fire Services Act; 

AND WHEREAS the provincial government has, through the BC Safety Authority, and various 
other provincial agencies such as the Health Authorities, established regulatory regimes designed 
to inspect various installations and operations, such as gas, electrical, health, food safety, etc. 
aimed at protecting the public from potential hazards associated with public facilities, while the 
Fire Services Act remains without an effective regulatory regime; 

AND WHEREAS the provincial government is considering requiring regional districts to 
enforce the Fire Services Act and its regulations in the unincorporated areas of the province, 
including the obligation to provide for a regular system of inspection of hotels and public 
buildings; 

AND WHEREAS regional districts do not have the capacity to take on an inspection and 
enforcement role in the rural areas without significant additional financial and human resources; 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the provincial government provide the resources 
necessary to inspect and enforce provincial safety regulations, including the Fire Services Act 

and its regulations, through either the Office of the Fire Commissioner or the BC Safety 
Authority rather than pursuing options to download the responsibility for inspections and 
enforcement of provincial regulations on local governments. 
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Colin T. Bruintjes, CGA 

Smithers Office 
PO Box 820 
3860 Alfred Ave 
Smithers, BC, VOJ 2NO 
Phone (250) 847-1567 

April 17, 2015 

*A Professional Corporation: Colin T. Bruinljes, Inc. 
email: info@bruintjescga.ca 

Fax: (250) 847-1568 
Toll free: 1-888-847-1567 

WNVJ.colinbruinljes.com 

Regional District of Bulkley Nechako 
37, 3rd Ave 
PO Box 820 
Burns Lake, BC VOJ 1 EO 

ATTN: JASON LLEWELLYN 

Houston Office 
PO Box 1140 

Unit A - 2430 Butler Ave 
Houston, BC, VOJ 1Z0 
Phone (250) 845-2895 

In response to the rezoning referral report dated April 8, 2015, please find the following response. 

Zoning 
There is a glaring omission of the neighbor to the north, being zoned H1 B, small holdings industrial 
shop, and operating a welding shop. 
Even though the majority of the lands surrounding the subject property are residential, there 
appears to be commercial components including coffee processing, taxidermy, gun repair, fire 
extinguisher repair etc. Of the residential development in the area, significant numbers of the 
residential lots are vacant. 

Commercial Strip Development 
Existing highway, with turning lanes at the intersection, provides for efficient access and use of the 
property. Our hope is to improve the aesthetics and function of the property. 

Current Zoning allows for C1 gas stations, restaurants, hotels, and retail uses. The intent of the 
rezoning is to have uses that are low impact commercial use, including the construction contracting. 
The construction contracting operations would be low impact because the use of the development 
would be for administrating, storage and display. Minimal fabricating is done on site. 

Current use by North West Truck Rentals 
That North West Truck Rentals has recently began using the property to store it's vehicles during 
the winter months as this is the slow season. This avoids snow clearing issues at Hoskins Ford 
where the company operates. No operations of this business are performed on Henry road site, 
only storage of vehicles not currently in business use. 

Contracting Services 
The retail component of the building is minimal as there is a limited amount of on-site sales. The 
front area of approximately 40% is for display and demonstration. In order to generate construction 
contracting income demonstration of plumbing and heating product is required. The shop area is 
approximately 40% and is typically used for assembly, fabricating and storage. Again, little industrial 
manufacturing occurs. 
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The Site Plan 
Only a portion of the property has been designed because that is all that is foreseeable. 
Considering the area available on the property demand for low impact commercial development 
additional buildings may be considered. The number of units would consider parking needs as the 
lack of these would reduce the efficiency and use of the property. The number of units would be 
determined by the ability to provide adequate parking and access. 
Landscaping 
Minimal landscaping would need to be done on the property as it is relatively bare and flat. 
Aesthetics such as grass, trees and shrubs would be included. Other screening would include 
fencing along Lund Road to the east. Fending along Powell Street and Highway 16 would be such 
that it would be delineated from the highway, but would be aesthetically pleasing. 

I hope this information helps you in approving a rezoning that will provide a net improvement to land 
within the regional district. It is our hope and intention to develop the property in a responsible and 
beneficial manner considering neighbors and all government agencies. 

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact our office. 

Sincerely, 

Colin T. Bruintjes, CPA,FCGA 

CTB/lp 
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NORTHWEST TRUCK RENTALS 

W.... 1·855-GET·NWTRUCK 
~ ww\v.northwesttruckrentals.com 

April 15. J015 

R~gil)nal District of Bulkley ~echako 
37. 3 rd .-\\~. PO Box 8~O 
Burn:'> Lake. He VOJ 1[0 

Attn: \ (aria Sandberg 

Rc: !\pplication to Rezone Land 
Rcnming Fill! :\-06-1~ 

D~ar \1:tria. 

Tel\?phone: 250876-8149 
Mailing Address; 
89<l8 Horlings Rd. 
Smithers BC Canada VOJ 2N] 

) would like to ~H.lJ the il)I\()\\ ing COnlll1~nts amI history I)f how wc arri\'cu at thi~ :-.la~t: to nur 
rezoning request. 

~0rth\\cst Truck Rentals Ltd (:\\\"1 R) was formed in mid ~011 Jnd began operating in ~arl~ Oct 
20 II. SC\ (..'nt» rcrc~nl of our business is in mining and I!:-;ploration: bringing long t~ml job~ and 
~tahilit;. ll} thc r~gion. Thc remaining thin;. p~n:~nt cunslsts of tourism. CUfl5truction and gt!ncral 
rentals. We l)perak a n~t!t of approxirnatd;. fort;. units of trul.:ks, SU\', 1110\ ing \ ans and lrailt!'rs . 
. \5 .. 1 1l1l'mhcr ~)r this community sinc~ 196X I have witnt!ss~d substantial changt: in the \ allcy. l' hI!' 
ch[lng~ in lIses We art!' proposing at th~ subjcd pwp~rty is an impro\ cmcnt 0\ cr thl.: current ('-1 uses. 
Our rental SC<L-;on typically runs from :\pril to \i(l\emh~r with ,"chicks mosti! oul in tht! tield. rhe 
remaining 1()Ur months arc slow \\ith \I:hich.~s parked. heing repaircd or so!Ll'tmJl'd. We hasically ha\c 
a 7-8 m(lnth s~ason. Being on High\\ay I 6 ht:'I\\t:'~11 the Airport and the To\\n is a glllld lo!;atit'll with 
i:lear and safe act.:('SS in both din:cti~ms. 

In planning a 11l l J}lc for ~\\,TR it \\'.15 sllggC5t~'d h~ some of our diems that we ot1~r comrrh:n:ial 
space tl)r rent. This is why we arc proposing thcse ne\\ us~s Slh:h as contracting, \\an:hou;o,c. ot'lice and 
\ chide renlab. These four uSeS work \\clll\)~dhcr. Some (II" lh~ i:UITellt uses slich as a nllltci. 

rCSlallf~:nt. ~"'f\ i ... ·c ~lati,m would crcate morc' tratlil" and noise. Our prl1p(lscd uses \\ould crl.:at~ far I~ss 
~c\\'ag~ dlluent as well. \lo!'-t units would only ha\'c on~ toikt and ()n~ \'anit'y sink with ~usinl'~s hour" 
being approximatd~ 8 am to 6 pm. 

\W I R has been operating at Hoskins Ford (314611wy 16 cast) in Smitht:rs sin(!! t:arly :::Ol::! on a 
short t~rm basis. WI.: han~ bl.'t:n actively h,)(lking for a slIitabk lo(a(ion sinc~ ialt! 2011 and ha\c not 

b:::.,:::0;.~L ~h7 ing time! inc that documents our search. 

,~t({S{ . 
F r~d \yiLsOIl . 

/ , 
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.-\ ugu::;t 2011 • ~ WTR Incorporates 

October 20) I ,.. l\WTR starts r~nting \ 'ehiclcs in Smilhl.'rs 

~owmb~T 2011 ,.. :\ \\TR makes 2 () n~rs on subject propert~ hut cannot s~cure an ;l\:cepted otTer 

Fch- ~ ta~ 2012 • NWTR looks at I~ased land at the ~milher-; airport 
• i\Wl R negotiates a draft ~5 year lease with the '!"lm!l of Smithers 
* Town wants 7 0; 0 of m: rental re\ cnul! from my proposed tenants 
• ~WTR cmUll't accept terms (If ka~t: I see atl 2 pages) 

Jul~- Scpt 101 ~ • \i \V IX explores dc\dopmcnt of \ acanl lots .. t5.6.7 011 C-3 Lorh:d land in Tl,)\\'n of 
Smithers beside K.Fe (sl!e att site plan) 

,.. Turning access from westbound lallt! ok but tight from t.·a~th'lunJ 
,.. Limited area for \ chicle p;Jrkin!? and manocU\ ring 
... Would need adJitilmal site for \·chicles. Lot pric~ high Ii.)r si/c 

\lay 2013 ... ~\VTR expl()r~s dcwlopmcnt of vacant land heside .-\& W r~stallf'ant in Smithl:TS 
* I.ot $ile small and thc~ is 15 \ktre rightl.,r \\ay to allow install of siJC\\illJ.. to .iuin 

up with school 
... t\ot a suitabll! location and price is high 

'C.l\ 2011 to S~pt ~014 • cannot lind a SLJiw.hl~ )(Ication to r~nl or bllY in 1'0\\/1 ofSmith~rs 

Sl:pt 2014 * formed ,":cst-End \"enturl!s Inc and purchased subject propcrt~ 
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May 1. 2014 - April 30, 2015 - $3.865 95/year, plus applicable taxes 

May 1. 2015 -ApnI30, 2016 - S3,943.27/year, plus applicable taxes 

May 1, 2016 -April 30. 2017 - $4,022, 13Jyear. plus apphcable taxes 

Rent Reviews thereafter April 2017, Apnl 2022 ! April 2027 and April 2032 . 
The Tenant will be notified In writing of the new lease rates following each of 
these reviews. 

b) The Town of Smithers policy on Contracts. Leases and'Agreements requires 
that as a condition of approval. all costs assoclate.Ql~the letting of this 
lease must be recovered. These costs are: ~ 1t,tJ...;~ 

~i~i~~~~ 
i) In accordance with the CommunIty Chactef::i)ef~ .. J.?nd or improvements 

may be disposed, including by lease, ,tne'p ublic must:i1e notified oy way 
of notice published in the local ne~per for two con~utive weeks 
Advertisements will run in the 1.( News following apProval of this 
Lease by Council at a cost of.:~t~8. 00, This. public notice wiD be 
applicable following each rent r~~w in 20.JJ .:2022. 2027 and 2032 as 
the consideration to be received bWJ!!P T9-nicipality must be reported. 
This will be billed to the Tenant at tIi'~«trient advertis:ng rates . 

'~1~.. -':"F:;i •• 

'~i~~';~~~~,'.:,:. ':"o'::"~}',~ ,. 
Tenant Covenants ~,,:,,, ":~'i!!j-'. y.!. 

:~~:~ ·-~};~~xz.."" . "-.: ),.~. ( 
The Tenant hereby ~9Yt~ants anct~ree~¥~'<:? :;...J. 

•. ·,·A.~,!-"ll.'._~.).. ,.~~. .~W:.l.t- "_~ 

(a) to a reri?,kid~~a licabJe;faxrt' /" 
p .~~Ti!F I P . ;.~~ "1-&tf . 

(b) to p~yJaxes and Utijjties as ~ired; 
.\:~~::~~~ .·:t;~? .~ 

(c) to tnstatL.~ wateI.i*l~~... '!@~ 
.{: ~,"i<,~~,,~.:.'-~';~jr 

~?) .. J~~;~se tHE1~':6nly fi:frffie:PPrPoses permitted hereunder: 
. • ' .. '." .• " ... f. ..:~. ~. ""--""; ' 

.- ;~,,(~) .. ' ' t~{~( d3m~es incurred by the Tenant or their associates: 
. ';: ,~. . ~.,,:~~:~ ... ~. ': 

...... ~. (f) that the:T9wn maY'enter and view the condition of the Land and that the 
c,:;~,: . Tenant wiii}~medy 'any observed prOblems: ... . ".", . 

·(gj:'.::,}O obtain . jri-~ting : approval of the Town for any and all changes to the 
"\~~4-"d, inclqq'ii9 but not limited to fenCing . landscaping. and construction. 

Ptf.P:L to ,~.~rtaking work; 
~':;";'itt~·~~f ..• ; ...... 

(h) to rii'a!tliai'n the Land including fence repaIrs , equipment maintenance. 
outside grounds, and all landscaping in a neat and tIdy condition : 

(,) that it will not assign or sublet the se Premises without written 
approval of the Town and sho suCh ap roval be granted. the Tenant 
shall remit to the Town annu Iy, 7% of r venue generated for each sublet 
tenant. It is expressly unders od tha e terms and conditions of thiS 
Lease Agreement w.1I remain th ponsib,lity of the Tenant and cannot 
be aSSigned to any sublet tenant: 

U) that extemal signage or other pt.;biic rr.edia Will be maintained In a neat. 
orderly. and profess onal manner' 

._ - _ . 
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YOU'RE INVITED 

TO A RECEPTION DURING THE 
ANNU~t NCLGA CONVENTION 

Thursday May 7, 20:t5 
5:00 - 6:30 PM 

Tw.o Ri\leris Gallery 
725 Canada Games Way 

Prince George, BC 

PLEASE RSVP YOUR ATTENDANCE TO 
INFO@NORTHERNGATEWAY.CA 


