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Supplementary Agenda Receive
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2-8 Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes Receive
- May 26, 2016
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MINISTRY OF AGRICULTURE
John Stevenson, Regional Agrologist
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2. Connecting Consumers and Producers
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9-50 BC Forage Council on Farm Demonstration Receive
Research 2™ Draft

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA

NEW BUSINESS

ADJOURNMENT




PRESENT: Chair

Directors

Director
Absent

Staff

Others

Media
CALL TO ORDER

AGENDA

AG.2016-5-1

&

AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEETING

{Committee of the Whole)
Thurmaday, May 26, 2016

Mark Parker

Taylor Bachrach
Eileen Benedict
Shane Brienen
Tom Greenaway
Mark Fisher
Thomas Liversidge
Rob MacDougall
Bill Miller

Rob Newell
Jerry Petersen
Darcy Repen
Luke Strimbold
Gerry Thiessen

Dwayne Lindstrom, Village of Fraser Lake

Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services

Hans Berndorff, Financial Administrator

Deborah Jones-Middleton, Protective Services Manager

- arnived at 10:53 a.m.

Jason Liewellyn, Director of Planning

Jennifer Macintyre, Planner 1

Maria Sandberg, Planner

Corrine Swenson, Manager of Regional Economic Development
Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant

Marc Bekar, Smithers — arrived at 10:46 a.m.

Claudette Gouger, New Gold Blackwater Project - arrived at
10:42 a.m.

Kim Grout, Chief Executive Officer, Agriculture Land
Commission

Frank Leonard, Chair, Agriculture Land Commission

Wade Lubbers, Smithers — arrived at 10:46 a.m.

Dave Merz, Vice-Chair, North Panel, Agriculture Land
Commission

Mark Rossman, Smithers — arrived at 10:46 a.m.

Flavio Nienow, LD News — arrived at 10:41 a.m.
Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 10:07 a.m.

Moved by Director Greenaway
Seconded by Director Miller

“That the Agriculture Committee Meeting Agenda of May 26,
2016 be adopted.”

(Al/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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MINUTES

Agriculture Committee Moved by Director Benedict
Meeting Minutes Seconded by Director MacDougall

-April 28, 2016

AG.2016-5-2 “That the minutes of the Agriculture Committee meeting of April
28, 2016 be received.”

(Al/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

DELEGATION

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION - Frank Leonard, Chair; Dave Merz, Vice-Chair,
North Panel; Kim Grout, Chief Executive Officer RE: Presentation

Chair Parker welcomed Frank Leonard, Chair, Dave Merz, Vice-Chair, North Panel and Kim
Grout, Chief Executive Officer, Agricultural Land Commission.

Mr. Leonard provided a brief history of his background. He worked in local government for 28
years and was a business owner and operated a tire shop. He also teaches a Small Business
course in Victoria. He mentioned that Ms. Grout was named Chief Executive Officer of the
Agricultural Land Commission in December, 2015. Ms. Grout has a farming background and a
degree in Agrology and has also worked in local government.

Mr. Leonard and Ms. Grout provided a PowerPoint Presentation.

Agricultural Land Commission {ALC)
= ALC is an Independent administrative tribunal,
e Carries out mandate set out in ALC Act;
¢ Interprets & applies the legislation written by gov't.

Sec. 6 Purpose of the ALC Act
+ Preserve agricultural land;
Encourage farming on agricultural land in collaboration with other communities of
interest;
» Encourage local govemments, First Nations, the government & its agents to enable &
accommodate farm use of agricultural land & uses compatible with agriculture in their
plans, bylaws & policies.

The ALR - It's A Finite Resource in BC
»  What's Out? — 95% of the land base;
»  What's In? — 5% of the land base;
s Total Area:
o ALR +/- 4.6 million ha.
o BC +/-94.0 million ha.
The ALR in BC
¢ Land Area of B.C. - 100%,;
s  Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR} — 5%,
» Landin ALR Suitable for a range of crops — 2.7%;
¢ Prime agricultural land in ALR — 1.1%.
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DELEGATICN (CONT'D

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION — Frank Leonard, Chair; Dave Merz, Vice-Chair,
North Panel; Kim Grout, Chief Executive Officer RE: Pregentation (CONT’'D)

ALR Area by Region

Region ALR Area (hectares) | Percent ALR Area
Okanagan 224,977 5%
Island 116,207 2%
South Coast 148,207 3%
Interior 1,528,968 33%
Kootenay 382,557 B%
North 2,210,783 49%
Total 4,621,699 100% .

Bill 24 - ALC Act Changes
+ September 5, 2014 — Came into force;
Split ALR into two zones (Zone 1 and Zone 2);
Legislated 6 independent panels;
Role of the Chair defined;
Section 4.3 new considerations in zone 2 (economic, cultural and social values).

Zone 1 and Zone 2 Panels

« Zone1:
o South Coast;
o lsland; &
o Okanagan.

s Zonhe 2:

o Kootenays;
o Interior; &
o North.

Section 4.3 of the ALC Act
» When exercising a power under this Act in relation to land located in Zone 2, the
commission must consider all of the following, in descending order of priority:
(a} the purposes set out in Section §;
(b} economic, cultural and social values;
(c) regional and community planning objectives;
{(d} other prescribed considerations.

ALC Governance Model
Chair
¢« North Panel;
Interior Panel:
Kootney Panel,
Okanagan Panel,
South Coast Panel;
Island Panel.
Full Commission = 19 members;
6 Regional Panels = 1 Vice Chair + 2 Commissioners;
Executive Committee = Chair + 6 Vice Chairs;
Chair.
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DELEGATION (CONT’D)

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION — Frank Leonard, Chair; Dave Merz, Vice-Chair
North Panel; Kim Grout, Chief Executive Officer RE: Presentation {CONT'D

Chair Oversight — Application Process
Refers all applications:
» Region Panel,
» Executive Committee (EC),
Reviews all panel decisions (within 60 days)
+« Re affirms decision:
+ Directs EC to reconsider.

Chair Oversight
+  Authority to refer a particular application to the Executive Committee within 60 days of a
decision for reconsideration:
o If believes may not fulfill the purpase of Section 6,
o Does not adequately take into consideration the considerations set out in Section
4.3.

Executive Committee

» Chair and six Vice Chairs;

» Responsible for;
o deciding applications referred by the Chair;
o deciding applications referred by a regional panel;
o making reconsideration determinations;
o exercising any other functions delegated by the Commission {i.e. annual

reporting).

The Full Commission

o Develop policies governing the Commission, pass resolutions and bylaws re: conduct of
its affairs;
Recommend legislative or regulatory changes to Gov't;
Determine ALR boundary,
Ensure local government land use planning is compatible with agricuttural use of ALR;
Develop policy that encourages agriculture.

ALR Regulation Changes
« Government amended the regulations in 2015;
s Amendments include:
o Medical marihuana preduction permitted;
o Farm retail & processing permitted by a Co-operative Association;
o Breweries, distilleries and meaderies permitted provided the 50% farm product input;
o Able to lease a portion of a farm for farm purposes.

Local Government Partners
e Local governments, regional and municipal, are partners in agricuitural land preservation;
= First step in application process;
» Adopt supportive land use plans, policy, and bytaws;
+ Work together to achieve compliance.
75% of the ALR is under local government jurisdiction.



Agriculture Committee Meating b

May 26, 2016
Page 5

DELEGATION {CONT’D}

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION — Frank Leonard, Chair; Dave Merz, Vice-Chair
North Panel; Kim Grout, Chief Executlve Officer RE: Presentation (CONT'D

2016/2017 Budget Lift
s $1.1M (33%) base-budget increase to better support:
o regional panel decision making process;
o planning work with local governments;
o compliance and enforcerment.

Fee Changes — effective April 1

= Application Fees:
o Zone 1-3$1,500 (LG portion $300);
o Zone2-3%$900 (LG portion $300);

+ New Service fees for approved applications:
o Document review fees; $150 per document;
o Site Inspection fees: $350 per inspection;
o Monitoring fees; $500 - $2,000 annually.

ALC Performance Targets

Making decisions within 60 business days;

Refund of ALC fee portion after 90 business days,

Developing comprehensive compliance and enforcement approach;
Increasing engagement with local & regional governments & annual survey;
Annual client survey.

Mr. Leonard noted that he would be willing to return to the region to meet with stakeholders and
or interested parties in regard to agriculture and the ALC.

Discussion took place regarding the addition of six officers plus administration support to the
ALC. The ALC is currently working on providing compliance officers throughout the province and
not just in the Lower Mainland. Mr. Leonard spoke of the ALC working with local government and
improving relationships to improve and encourage agriculture.

Chair Parker brought forward the issue in regard to planting trees on agricultural land by foreign
companies to meet carbon offset initiatives. Mr. Leonard noted that the issue has been brought
forward to the Minister of Agriculture. The ALC has recommended a legislative change to the
provincial government in regard to planting trees on farm land and making it a non-farm use
application process. Director Miller mentioned the importance of continuing to address the issue.

Mr. Leonard spoke to the process in which the ALC reviews the information it receives in regard
to an ALC application. Mr. Leonard mentioned that the panels receive the report that is similar to
what the Regional District reviews. They do not have a staff report attached but do receive a
background historical report of the property: if there have been previous applications in regard to
the property and past decisions made. Once the panel has made a decision and the Chair
reviews the report he also reviews the local government reports. Ms. Grout noted that in her
observations the panel is reviewing the applications and locking for board recommendations and
an alignment with the local government Official Community Pfans (OCP). She noted the interest
by the ALC to become a part of the planning stages of local government OCP's and also with the
Minister of Agriculture to create alliances and collaborate in regard to shared interests.
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DELEGATION {CONT’D}

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION — Frank Leonard, Chair; Dave Merz, Vice-Chair
North Panel;: Kim Grout, Chief Executive Officer RE: Presentation {CONT’D}

Director Miller spoke to the Bifl 24 Agricultural Land Commission Act changes in regard to the
split of the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) into two zones ~ Zone 1 and Zone 2 and the Section
4.3 new considerations in zone 2 including economic, cultural and scocial values. He noted that
the econemic, cultural and social values are not defined in the legislation. Ms. Grout commented
that the paneis are deliberating on all community objectives and plans and are wanting to make
decisions in a collaborative manner ta reserve, with preservation and long term vision, in line with
the ALC focus. The ALC panels deliberate about the long term requirement under the ALC Act to
preserve agriculture land, and is the continued priority recognizing there is community needs and
objectives that come secondary to preserving agriculture. There is not a prescribed procedure or
definition in deliberation and consideration of the economic, cultural and social values. Itis
decided as a tribunal and in zone 2 they have to provide written consideration of those values
wherein zone 1 they may deliberate in regard to the values but there is no written obligation to
include it in the panel's decision.

Director Repen brought forward concerns in regard to the mandate of the ALC to develop policy
that encourages agriculture and yet there is a lack of ALC staffing in the region to be able to
assess and determine the development of agriculture in the province. He noted that it is
challenging for farmers to be able to afford to be on the land base. Director Repen spoke to the
need to investigate and support smaller lots and younger farmers in order to encourage farming.
He also brought forward the need to investigate the soil values and potential land use to
determine what best can be grown and sustained in the region to mitigate the need to import
products. Mr. Leonard mentioned that there are concerns also with allowing smaller agricultural
land parcels and that the panels have completed application site visits to assist in determining the
best decision in regard to an application. Mr. Leonard spoke of the panels making the best
decisions based on the preservation and promotion of agriculture throughout the region and
province.

The ALC is meeting in the Fall of 2016 to discuss planning and policy moving forward including
defining the role of the ALC in the province.

Director Thiessen spoke of concerns of individuals purchasing large parcels of agricultural land
that was/is growing crops but the purchaser does not intend to use the property for agricultural
purposes. There are also issues with agricultural businesses being developed outside of
communities to avoid community taxation and zoning bylaws and then requesting services from
the community once the business is established. Director Thiessen questioned how the ALC and
the ALC Chair visualize its role and understanding of agricultural needs in the north along with
encouraging and enhancing agriculture in the north.

Mr. Leonard commented that in the past decisions were made by individuals from around the
province wherein now decisions are made for the north by the North Panel which consists of two
individuals from the Peace Region and one from the north. In 2015, Mr. Leonard as ALC Chair
reviewed two percent of the applications that the ALC received. In moving forward his vision is to
have compliance staff and planners in the region with office hours interacting with local
government staff and the public. Director Thiessen spoke to the importance of having ALC staff
interact and engage with local government.
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DELEGATION (CONT’D

AGRICULTURAL LAND COMMISSION - Frank Leonard, Chair; Dave Merz, Vice-Chair
North Panel; Kim Grout, Chief Executive Officer RE: Presentation (CONT'D

Chair Parker mentioned that when the ALC has its planning meetings the RDBN would be willing
to provide a representative to provide input in moving forward. The recognition of the need to
create a better staff to staff relationship between the ALC and local govermment is very important.
He also spoke of the importance of Mr. Leonard and Ms. Grout spending time and touring the
region to be able to get an assessment of the agricultural needs and wants of the region. Chair
Parker noted that the RDBN Agriculture Committee could arrange a tour of the region.

Chair Parker thanked Mr. Leonard, Mr. Merz and Ms. Grout for attending the meeting.

ADJOURNMENT Moved by Director Benedict
Seconded by Director Greenaway

AG.2016-5-3 “That the meeting be adjourned at 10:59 a.m.”
(All/Directors/Majority} CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Mark Parker, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant












Demonstration Research Manual in a Nutshell

in an armchair!
How DR helps you tease out natural

[ Chapter 1 } —
variability from treatment effects

At the kitchen table!

Lots of planning and organizing will
ensure you are ready to implementyaur
customized DR

[ Chapter 2 ]—)

- In the field!
All the details of DR lay out, installation, data
collection; as well as what
to do if things go wrong!

\
[ Chapter 3 J—)

Back at the kitchen table!
Pull out your calculator and analyze your

[' Chapter 4 J —
e s e data to see your treatment effects

in a chair, at the table and in the field!
Double-check check list and things to
think about while conducting

your DR

L Chapter 5 ]—)
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WORKSHEET #1 -~ DEVELOPING AND PRIORITIZING GOALS

Short-term Long-term
1-10 years 10+ years

Priority [ | ~ Ppriority [ |

What do | want?
Farming Goals

Priority | | ] Priority D

Priority | | Priority |

***Review your farm resources
and prioritize your goals

***Select one Goal and start planning now to gather the resources you will need!

or












WORKSHEET #3 - PRIORITIZING OBJECTIVES and DEVELOPING RESEARCH QUESTIONS

What measurable What specifically do | need to test to
changes will help me answer my Objective?
reach my goal? ‘These are Research Questions’

'These are Objectives’

Priority Goal for

Objective 1 —/ ]
—

|

Objective 2

***Review your farm
resources and prioritize
your objectives

***Start planning now to gather the resources you will need!

LR

he

















































































