












REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
          

MEETING NO. 2 
 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 
 

PRESENT:  Chair  Mark Parker 
   

Directors  Gladys Atrill 
Shane Brienen  
Martin Elphee 
Judy Greenaway 
Clint Lambert  
Linda McGuire  
Shirley Moon – via Zoom 
Kevin Moutray  
Chris Newell – left at 11:25 a.m., returned at 11:27 a.m. 
Stoney Stoltenberg  
Henry Wiebe  

 
Directors  Leroy Dekens, Village of Telkwa 
Absent   Michael Riis-Christianson, Electoral Area B (Burns Lake Rural) 

Sarrah Storey, Village of Fraser Lake 
 
  Alternate Audrey Fennema, Village of Fraser Lake 
  Director 
   

Staff   Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer 
Cheryl Anderson, Director of Corporate Services  
Megan D’Arcy, Regional Agriculture Coordinator – via Zoom – 
arrived at 10:41 a.m. 
Nellie Davis, Manager of Strategic Initiatives and Rural 
Services  
Alex Eriksen, Director of Environmental Services – left at 11:04 
a.m. 
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer – left at 1:42 p.m., returned 
at 1:46 p.m. 
Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning – left at 11:04 a.m., 
returned at 11:23 a.m. 
Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate Services 
Scott Zayac, Director of Protective Services  

 
Others Sergeant Stuart Bates, Nechako Lakes Zone, Conservation 

Officer Service – left at 11:04 a.m. 
Sergeant Matthew Corbett, Atlin-Cassiar-Stikine (Smithers), 
Conservation Officer Service – left at 11:04 a.m. 

 Clint Fraser, Chief Executive Officer, Northern BC Tourism and 
Film Office – via Zoom – arrived at 10:41 a.m., left at 11:25 
a.m. 

 Taylor Turkington, CPA, Beswick Hildebrandt Lund Chartered 
Professional Accountants – arrived at 1:39 p.m. 
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CALL TO ORDER  Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
 
FIRST NATIONS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
 
 
AGENDA    Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
    Seconded by Director McGuire 
 
2025-2-1 “That the Board Meeting Agenda of February 13, 2025 be 

approved.” 
    
   (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MINUTES    
 
Board Meeting Minutes Moved by Director Brienen 
-January 23, 2025  Seconded by Director Elphee 
 
2025-2-2 “That the Board Meeting Minutes of January 23, 2025 be 

adopted.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 
DELEGATIONS 
 
CONSERVATION OFFICER SERVICE – Sergeant Stuart Bates, Nechako Lakes Zone and 
Sergeant Matthew Corbett, Atlin-Cassiar-Stikine (Smithers) Re:  Illegal Dumping 
 
Chair Parker welcomed Sergeant Stuart Bates, Nechako Lakes Zone and Sergeant Matthew 
Corbett, Atlin-Cassiar-Stikine (Smithers), Conservation Officer Service. 
 
Sgts Bates and Corbett provided an overview of the region in which they provide service and 
the number of COS members in each region. 
 
The following was discussed: 

- Addressing illegal dumping 
o Challenging to catch and charge people 
o $115 fine for littering under the Environmental Management Act 
o Applying for funding for clean up initiatives 
o Educating the public 

- Illegal disposal of fridges and freezers  
o No fees to dispose of them at RDBN Solid Waste Management sites 

- Increase of illegal dumping when waste disposal user pay systems are implemented  
- Potential options other local governments in the province have implemented to 

mitigate illegal dumping on Forest Service Roads (FSRs) and in other areas 
- Illegal dumping in the northwest in comparison to other areas of the province  
- Evidence required to move forward charges 

o Prove an offence occurred and the person that committed the offence 
o Require a witness or photo 
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DELEGATIONS 
 
CONSERVATION OFFICER SERVICE – Sergeant Stuart Bates, Nechako Lakes Zone and 
Sergeant Matthew Corbett, Atlin-Cassiar-Stikine (Smithers) Re:  Illegal Dumping 
(Cont’d) 
 

- Removal of illegally discarded derelict vehicles  
o Jurisdiction of the Natural Resource Officer 

- Implementing trail cameras 
- Signage in areas where illegal dumping is more prevalent 
- Willingness of COS to participate in community committees to discuss the issue of 

illegal dumping and to work to find solutions 
- Feral rabbits 

o SPCA jurisdiction for the welfare of domestic animals 
- COS intervene where there is a crossover of domestic animals and wildlife 

o E.g. People feeding domestic animals in a way that draws bears, cougars and 
other wildlife 

- Historical capacity and staffing framework within the Conservation Officer Service 
over the past 20 years 

o Local governments cost sharing of COS resources. 
 
Chair Parker thanked Sergeants Bates and Corbett for attending the meeting. 
 
NORTHERN BC TOURISM ASSOCIATION (NBCTA) – Clint Fraser, Chief Executive Officer 
Re:  NBCTA Update 
 
Chair Parker welcomed Clint Fraser, Chief Executive Officer, Northern BC Tourism 
Association. 
 
Mr. Fraser provided the following overview of the Northern BC Tourism Association (NBCTA): 

- Tourism Sector is an important component of Northern BC’s economy 
- RDBN partnership with NBCTA recognizes the importance of economic development 

diversification 
- Visitor expenditures 

- Tourism sector is in the top half of the Province’s ranking 
- Break down by market 

o Visitor markets  
▪ Domestic visitor market - over $600 million 
▪ US visitor market ~ $500 million dollars 
▪ International visitor market ~$100 million dollars on annual basis 

o Over a billion dollars of yearly expenditures  
- Tourism benefits in the region 

o Job creation 
o Entrepreneurship incentivise 
o Improving heritage 
o Environmental conservation of the region 
o A proper sustainable tourism sector enhances quality of life 

▪ Working tirelessly to build a great place to live – ultimately leads 
to people wanting to come to northern BC 
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DELEGATIONS (CONT’D) 
 
NORTHERN BC TOURISM ASSOCIATION (NBCTA) – Clint Fraser, Chief Executive Officer 
Re:  NBCTA Update 
 

- Eco Tourism  
o Canada and northern B.C. 
o Supporting entities in the Province 

- Tourism Today 
o Four Primary Components 

▪ Destination Stewardship 
▪ Destination Development 

• Develop Destination frameworks  
• Indigenous Tourism 
• Regional themes highlighted 
• Northern BC Signage Project 

o Northern Circle Route 
▪ Market Awareness 

• Supernatural content development 
• Working with travel media 

▪ Industry development  
• How to support tourism business experience providers. 

 
Director Atrill recognized the support and acknowledged the work done by RDBN staff to 
support tourism in the region. 
 
Chair Parker thanked Mr. Fraser for attending the meeting. 
 
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 
 
Municipal Referral 
 
Village of Telkwa Subdivision Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
Referral (Aldermere Estates)  Seconded by Director Elphee 
 
2025-2-3 “That staff inform the Village of Telkwa that the Regional 

District of Bulkley-Nechako has no concerns with the 
proposed Aldermere Estates Subdivision and recommend 
that the Village review the document titled “Subdivision Near 
Agriculture: A Guide for Planners and Approving Officers in 
BC” as part of their subdivision approval process.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (CONT’D) 
 
Mine Referral 
 
Notice of Work No. 1300428 Moved by Director Greenaway 
Electoral Area C (Fort St.  Seconded by Director Elphee 
James Rural) 
 
2025-2-4 “That the comment sheet be provided to the Province as the 

Regional District’s comments for Notice of Work Referral No. 
1300428.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Other 
 
Prince Rupert Gas   Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
Transmission Project  Seconded by Director Greenaway 
Eastern Route Alternative 
Amendment 
 
2025-2-5 “That the Board receive the Planner’s Prince Rupert Gas 

Transmission Project Eastern Route Alternative Amendment 
memorandum.”     

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
The Board discussed inviting Prince Rupert Gas Transmission 
Ltd. to a future meeting.  Staff will follow-up. 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
 
2025 Local Government Moved by Director Atrill 
Leadership Academy (LGLA) Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
-Leadership Forum  
-March 12-14, 2025  
– Richmond, BC 
 
2025-2-6 “That the Board authorize attendance of Rural Directors 

wishing to attend the 2025 Local Government Leadership 
Academy (LGLA) Forum March 12-14, 2025 in Richmond, B.C.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Keeping it Rural Conference Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
-June 10-13, 2025 – Kelowna, Seconded by Director Elphee 
BC 
 
2025-2-7 “That the Board authorize attendance of Rural Directors 

wishing to attend the Keeping it Rural Conference from June 
10-12, 2025 in Kelowna, B.C.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
North Central Local   Moved by Director Greenaway 
Government Association AGM Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
and Convention – May 12-15,  
2025 – Prince Rupert, BC 
 
2025-2-8 “That the Board authorize attendance of Rural Directors 

wishing to attend the NCLGA AGM and Convention May 12-
15, 2025 in Prince Rupert, B.C.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
NCLGA Resolutions   The Board discussed the following: 

o Mail in Ballots 
▪ May be included in the ad-hoc Local Government 

Act working group supported by UBCM and local 
government area associations  

▪ Reforming the Local Government Act Virtual 
Engagement Session is planned for February 28th 

▪ Staff will provide the registration information to 
the Board once it is available 

o Inland Ferry Service 
▪ Resolution to deem all Inland Ferries an essential 

service 
▪ Staff will bring forward information at the 

February 27th Board meeting 
o Directors to forward additional resolutions to staff. 

      
Grant to Village of Burns Lake Moved by Director Lambert 
-Healthcare Recruitment Seconded by Director Wiebe 
Coordinator 
 
2025-2-9 “That the Board approve a grant of $15,000 to the Village of 

Burns Lake from the Electoral Area E (Francois/Ootsa Lake 
Rural) Economic Development Service.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Grant in Aid – Spirit North Moved by Director Lambert 
    Seconded by Director Moon 
 
2025-2-10 “That the Board approve a grant of $15,000 to Spirit North, 

split between Electoral Areas B (Burns Lake Rural), D (Fraser 
Lake Rural), and E (Francois/Ootsa Lake Rural) from Regional 
Grant in Aid.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Letter of Support for Village  Moved by Director Newell 
of Granisle’s Application to  Seconded by Director McGuire 
SPARC BC 
 
2025-2-11 “That the Board approve a Letter of Support to the Village of 

Granisle on behalf of the Bulkley-Nechako Joint Accessibility 
Advisory Committee.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Local Service Area Contract   Moved by Director Atrill 
-Houston-Smithers   Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
Rebroadcasting Society 
 
2025-2-12 “That the Board authorize the Chair and CAO to enter into the 

Local Service Area Contract with the Houston-Smithers 
Rebroadcasting Society.” 

 
 Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
 Seconded by Director McGuire 
 
2025-2-13 “That the Board defer Local Service Area Contract – Houston -

Smithers Rebroadcasting Society memorandum.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

The following was discussed regarding the Rebroadcasting 
Societies: 

o Funding and liability insurance over the term of the 
contract 

o Changing the contract to a 1, 2, 3, or 4-year term 
▪ Shortening the term of contract may Impact 

the Society’s capital investments 
o Questions regarding the use and benefits of a 

rebroadcasting society 
o Rebroadcasting emergency information 
o Various levels of use in different electoral areas 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 

o Conducting user surveys  
▪ Considering a user survey for the Burns Lake 

Rebroadcasting Society 
▪ Granisle is intending to conduct a survey to 

determine which channels are most popular 
o Maintaining status quo while questions are answered 
o Notice required to Society if Board determines 

alternate level of support. 
 
Break for lunch at 12:06 p.m. 
 
Reconvened at 12:49 p.m. 
 
Consumer Price Index   Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
    Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2025-2-14 “That the Board receive the Chief Financial Officer’s 

Consumer Price Index memorandum.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Building Inspection   Moved by Director Elphee 
    Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
 
2025-2-15 “That the Building Inspection budget be included in the 2025 

Financial Plan and that the deficit in the building inspection 
service budget for 2024 be covered by operational reserves.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2025 Budget    Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
    Seconded by Director Elphee 
 
2025-2-16 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Five Year Financial 

Plan Bylaw No. 2070, 2025 be given first reading this 13th day 
of February, 2025.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
The following was discussed: 
• HR considerations in 2025 Budget 
• Consumer Price Index  
• Economic Development Service  

o General government and rural allocation 
o Agriculture Position 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 

• Environmental Services Budget 
o Community Works Fund Contribution 

• Information Technology (IT) and computers 
• Director Remuneration 
• 9-1-1 Service budget allocations 
• 2025 Budget Projected Tax Rates for Regional Services 
• Houston Transfer Station – awaiting information from the 

District of Houston 
• Prior year surplus and reserves 
• User pay system for waste disposal 
• Board meetings – supplies & food allocation 

o Staff will follow-up. 
 
Regional Agriculture Support  Moved by Director Lambert 
System Change Project - Final Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
Report 
 
2025-2-17 “That the Board receive the Regional Agriculture 

Coordinator’s Regional Agriculture Support System Change 
Project – Final Report memorandum.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Discussion took place regarding: 
• Next steps through revisting the RDBN Food and 

Agriculture Plan in 2026 to consider incorporating 
recommendations from the Regional Agriculture Support 
System Change Project – Final Report 

• Need for continued conversations concerning challenges 
facing producers 

• RDBN Connecting Consumers and Producers Directory. 
 
ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE 
 
BC Parks – Notification of  Moved by Director Wiebe 
Administrative Change to  Seconded by Director Greenaway  
Dead Man’s Island Park 
 
2025-2-18 “That the Board receive the correspondence from BC Parks 

regarding Notification of Administrative Change to Dead 
Man’s Island Park.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE (CONT’D) 
 
Ministry of Forests   Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
– Follow-up RDBN Board Visit  Seconded by Director Brienen 
 
2025-2-19 “That the Board receive the correspondence from the 

Ministry of Forests regarding follow-up RDBN Board visit.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Ministry of Post-Secondary  Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
Education and Future Skills  Seconded by Director Lambert 
-2024 UBCM Follow-up 
 
2025-2-20 “That the Board receive the correspondence from the 

Ministry of Post-Education and Future Skills regarding 2024 
UBCM Follow-up.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Regional District of Central  Moved by Director Lambert 
Kootenay - Cooperative  Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
Community Wildfire Response 
Program 
 
2025-2-21 “That the Board receive the correspondence from the 

Regional District of Central Kootenay regarding Cooperative 
Community Wildfire Response Program.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Staff will bring forward a report to the Board regarding the 
Cooperative Community Wildfire Response Program. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Artificial Intelligence (AI) Discussion took place regarding the use of AI and the RDBN’s 

consideration of AI.  CAO Helgesen noted that staff have been 
participating in various sessions regarding AI and moving 
towards forming an internal committee to review available 
resources and best practices.   

 
Northern Highways Director Elphee spoke of the District of Fort St. James bringing 

forward a resolution to NCLGA regarding the attention 
northern highways receive in comparison to highways in 
southern B.C. in regard to passing lanes, etc. Staff will work 
with the District of Fort St. James in moving forward a 
resolution to NCLGA. 
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IN-CAMERA MOTION  Moved by Director Moutray 
    Seconded by Director Greenaway 
 
2025-2-22 “That this meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 

90(1)(c), 90(1)(e), and 90(2)(b) of the Community Charter for the 
Board to deal with matters relating to the following: 
 
• Labour Relations 
• Property Easement 
• RBA.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director Newell 
    Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
 
2025-2-23   “That the meeting be adjourned at 2:09 p.m.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
______________________________  __________________________________________________ 
Mark Parker, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate 

Services 



  

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

RURAL SERVICES COMMITTEE MEETING  
 

Thursday, February 13, 2025 
 

PRESENT: Acting Chair  Mark Parker  
 

Directors Judy Greenaway  
    Clint Lambert 

Shirley Moon – via Zoom 
Chris Newell  
Mark Parker  
Stoney Stoltenberg 

 
  Director Michael Riis-Christianson, Electoral Area B (Burns Lake Rural) 
  Absent 
 

Staff   Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer  
Cheryl Anderson, Director of Corporate Services 
Nellie Davis, Manager of Strategic Initiatives and Rural Services  
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer  
Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning and Development Services 
Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate Services  

     
Others  Martin Elphee, District of Fort St. James 
  Audrey Fennema, Village of Fraser Lake 
  Linda McGuire, Village of Granisle  

Kevin Moutray, District of Vanderhoof  
Henry Wiebe, Village of Burns Lake 

     
CALL TO ORDER  Acting Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 
 
AGENDA   Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
    Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
RSC.2025-2-1 “That the Rural Services Committee Agenda for February 13, 2025 be 

approved.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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MINUTES 
 
Rural Services Committee Moved by Director Greenaway 
Meeting Minutes  Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
-January 9, 2025 
 
RSC.2025-2-2   “That the minutes of the Rural Services Committee meeting of 

January 9, 2025 be approved.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
REPORTS 
 
Rural Directors Survey   Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
    Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
RSC.2025-2-3 “That the Committee receive the Manager of Strategic Initiatives and 

Rural Services’ Rural Directors Survey Results memorandum.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Community Works Fund Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
Balances   Seconded by Director Moon 
 
RSC.2025-2-4 “That the Committee receive the Manager of Strategic Initiatives and 

Rural Services’ Community Works Fund Balances memorandum.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Regional Grant in Aid   Moved by Director Lambert 
Reporting    Seconded by Director Newell 
 
RSC.2025-2-5 “That the Committee receive the Manager of Strategic Initiatives and 

Rural Services’ Regional Grant in Aid Reporting memorandum.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Electoral Area Economic Moved by Director Stoltenberg 
Development Service  Seconded by Director Lambert 
Balances 
 
RSC.2025-2-6 “That the Committee receive the Manager of Strategic Initiatives and 

Rural Services’ Electoral Area Economic Development Service 
Balances memorandum.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director Newell 

Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 
 
RSC.2025-2-7   “That the meeting be adjourned 10:04 a.m.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
_____________________________________                _____________________________________________________ 
Mark Parker, Acting Chair Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate 

Services 



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors 

 

 
To:   Chair and Board 

From:  Rowan Nagel, Planning/GIS Technician 

Date:  February 27, 2025 

Subject:  Crown Land Application Referral No. 7410357 
 

RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s 
comments on Crown Land Application No. 7410357. 
 

BACKGROUND 

The applicant, Duz Cho Construction LP, has applied for 
a license of occupation covering an existing work camp 
at 35 km on the Community Connector FSR in Electoral 
Area C, Fort St James Rural. The camp was established 
in 2012 in support of local logging operations and has 
been in use for more than ten years (under Special Use 
Permit 25282). It is about 25 km from the nearest 
resident, and three km from Mt Milligan. 

The applicant's site plan shows a main camp building, 
two storage containers, two generator sheds, a well 
shed, and four fuel tanks (two propane, one gasoline, 
and one diesel). The camp houses up to 45 workers 
from Duz Cho Logging and Mount Milligan Mine. The 
site generates power via a 70KW generator and draws 
approximately 450 gallons of water a day from a 
nearby creek. Sewage is stored on site and trucked out 
twice a year, or as needed.  

The applicant notes Mount Milligan Mine intends to 
provide power to the camp in the near future, but no 
timeline was given.  

ATTACHMENTS  

 Comment Sheet 



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Comment Sheet on Crown Land Referral No. 7410357 

 

Electoral Area: Electoral Area C, Fort St James Rural 

Applicant: Duz Cho Construction LP 

Existing Land Use: Industrial Camp 

Zoning: Not Zoned 

OCP Designation: Not Designated 

Proposed Use Comply with Zoning:  N/A 

If not, why? N/A 

Agricultural Land Reserve:   No 

Access: Community Connector FSR  

Building Inspection:    No 

Fire Protection:     No 

Other comments: None 

 



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board  

From: Rowan Nagel, GIS/Planning Technician  

Date: February 27, 2025    

Subject: Crown Land Application Referral No. 6409526 

RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/majority) 

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s 
comments on Crown Land Application No. 6409526. 

BACKGROUNDZ 

186 Energy Inc. has applied for a five-year investigative license covering 4,382 ha of 
unsurveyed crown land located seven km west of Burns Lake.  

The applicant will install wind monitoring equipment at the site shown in green on the map 
below, to assess the area’s wind power potential. The equipment consists of a 60 m tall 
tower and portable LiDAR scanner. If wind at this site appears commercially viable, they will 
install similar equipment at each of the remaining sites, shown in blue. Each site will be 
monitored for a minimum of one year. Additionally, the applicant will perform technical, 
engineering, land use, environmental, cultural, and economic feasibility studies. The 
nearest dwelling is four km from a monitoring site. 

Except for the tower anchors, the applicant does not anticipate permanent soil disturbance 
from their activities.   

It is noted that the 
province has expressed 
their intention to 
exempt wind farms 
from the environmental 
assessment process. 

ATTACHMENTS: 

 Comment Sheet
 Investigative

Plan - Nechako
Wind (Link)



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Comment Sheet on Crown Land Referral No. 6409526 

 

Electoral Area: Electoral Areas B, E, & G 

Applicant: 186 Energy Inc. 

Existing Land Use: Unsurveyed Crown Land 

Zoning: Not Zoned 

OCP Designation: Not Designated 

Proposed Use Comply with Zoning:  N/A 

If not, why? N/A 

Agricultural Land Reserve:   No 

Access: Highway 35 and local forestry roads 

Building Inspection:    Partial 

Fire Protection:     No 

Other comments: N/A 
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Trout Creek  
 
Trout Creek is a property along the Bulkley River approximately 20 km northwest of the 
Town of Smithers.  It was acquired by the Regional District in 2020. The property is well 
used for recreation, especially during the fall fishing season, and has potential for 
development as a day use park and boat launch. The site could also serve as a parking lot 
for a trail to a nearby waterfall / swimming hole located on Crown land.  
 
The next project for this property is the construction of an outhouse, proposed for 2025. 
The preferred location for the outhouse is on the river side of the property within a 
Ministry of Environment setback covenant area, which has been amended to allow the 
construction of the outhouse in the setback area.  A Development Variance Permit has also 
been granted by the RDBN Board for the proposed outhouse location. A Trout Creek 
Advisory Group meeting was held earlier in February to discuss the plans for the park.  
 
The draft 2025 budget includes $60,000 for a danger tree assessment and outhouse 
construction costs.   
 

 



Round Lake Waterfront Upgrade Survey and Design Project 
 
In 2022, the Round Lake Community Association (RLCA) approached the Regional District 
with proposed improvements to the waterfront on Round Lake across from the community 
hall.  The proposal included creating a larger beach area for public use, relocating the boat 
launch, and improving overall accessibility for all users.  The intent is that the RDBN will 
obtain a license of occupation from the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure and 
operate the park in the Highway right of way under the Electoral Area A Parks and Trails 
service.   
 
The Community Association asked the Planning Department to administer the funds and   
manage the project on their behalf.  In 2024 staff completed the majority of phase 1 of the 
Round Lake Park Waterfront Upgrade Survey and Design Project in cooperation with the 
Round Lake Community Association and a consultant.  This phase included the following 
work: 

• Surveying of the area proposed for development.  The surveyor has determined that 
a strip of land between the road right-of-way and the lake boundary is private land.  

• Completion of an Archaeological Impact Assessment for the area.     

• Completion of a preliminary development plan for the park and boat launch.  
Preliminary plans were presented to the Board in late 2024 and referred to MoTT and 
the Round Lake Community Association for comment.  

• The final report and plans are expected in early in 2025 and will be presented to the 
public at a community open house scheduled for March. This will conclude Phase 1 of 
the project.    

 
In 2025, the following phase 2 work on the project is proposed: 

• Submission of an application to the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) for non-farm 
use approval for the proposed park upgrades and community hall uses on the 
property.  The Electoral Area A APC recommended approval of the application at their 
October 2024 meeting. The ALC application is expected to be considered by the 
Board in 2025.   

• Transfer of a strip of private land into the road right of way. 

• An application will be made to MoTT by the RDBN for a license of occupation to allow 
the RDBN to develop in the road right of way.   

• Initiation of environmental permitting.    
 
The draft 2025 budget includes $50,000 for completion of phases 1 and 2 work.   



 
In 2026, the following phase 3 work may be considered: 

• Identification of funding for detailed design and construction of the park as part of 
the 2026 budgeting process. 

• Completion of detailed design and associated environmental permitting for the work 
in and adjacent to the lake. 

• Formal approval of the development plans by MoTI and issuance of a license of      
occupation to the RDBN. 

• Construction. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Quick Telegraph Cabin 
 
The Regional District owns a property in Quick, approximately 14 kilometres southeast of 
the Village of Telkwa, which contains a historic telegraph cabin, and a rock with potential 
historical /archeological significance.  In 1974, the Quick Women’s Institute worked with the 
RDBN to relocate the cabin to its current location, and have the parcel created and donated 
to the RDBN.  Agreement was made that the Institute could use the cabin for meetings and 
storage and would take care of building and site maintenance.  The Womer’s institute has 
not used the building for several years given the deteriorating condition of the building.   
 
Staff have identified that the building is in significant need of repair.  Discussions were 
initiated with the Institute in 2023 regarding their continued interest in the property.  As a 
result, staff have been discussing formalizing an agreement with the Institute where they 
use the building in exchange for light caretaking and monitoring duties.   
 
In 2025 the following work is planned for the Telegraph Cabin in Quick: 

• Hire a contractor to do the following work: 
o replace the roof 
o install new concrete steps 
o repair the concrete foundation, windows, doorway, fencing 

• Complete a user agreement with the Quick Women’s Institute to use the cabin in 
exchange for light maintenance.  

 
The draft 2025 budget 
includes $25,000 for 
completion of this work.   
 
In 2026 staff proposes 
working with the Quick 
Women’s Institute to 
develop a long-term plan 
for the property that may 
include a picnic area, an 
outhouse, a kiosk with 
historical information, 
parking etc. 
 
 
 



BURNS LAKE / ELECTORAL AREAS B / E PARKS AND TRAILS SERVICE AREA 
 
Imeson’s Beach  
 
In 2020 the RDBN acquired by donation an 11-acre property, located approximately 4 km 
east of Burns Lake near Tintagel Road. The property contains a small beach which has been 
used by area residents for decades.  The beach area is heavily used in the summer and is 
accessed by both boat and foot.  The trail from a parking lot along the Highway crosses the 
CN rail tracks  
 
In March 2022 the RDBN contracted with an engineering firm to work with CN to design a 
pedestrian railway crossing to an appropriate standard and complete the work necessary 
to obtain approvals from CN to complete the required crossing.  The consultant completed 
the survey work and developed pedestrian crossing design drawings which were submitted 
to CN in May 2022.  CN responded in August 2022 with suggested changes.  The consultant 
submitted the revised drawings back to CN in the fall of 2022, and the project remained on 
hold for most of 2023 waiting for CN to provide feedback on the crossing design.  In 
February 2024 staff were notified that CN’s internal team and senior management 
discussed the feasibility of a crossing at this location.  During the following months, the 
consultant revised the crossing design several times based on CN input. A final version was 
presented by the consultant and approved by CN in November 2024.  Staff are now 
working with CN to complete a Standard Crossing Construction Agreement.    
 
CN has provided staff with a list of 5 contractors 
in Canada who are authorized to undertake the 
crossing improvements.  The contractor located 
in Northern BC has been asked to provide a 
rough estimate of the work for budgeting 
purposes.  Once this quote is obtained staff shall 
report to the Board for direction regarding 
construction in 2025.   
 
The draft 2025 budget includes $100,000 for 
completion of this work.  This is a very 
preliminary estimate of the project cost.   
 
 
 
 
 



Hospital Point 
 
Hospital Point Park, donated to the RDBN in 2020, is located on the south shore of Francois 
Lake, approximately 800 metres west of the Southbank ferry landing.  The park features an 
accessible outhouse, a fitness trail and a day use beach area, which is also used as boat 
launch for small boats.  The park is seasonally maintained by Lakes Outdoor Recreation 
Society under contract with the RDBN. 
  
In 2023 an outhouse (concrete vault privy) was installed.  In 2024 a local contractor was 
hired to grade part of the access road, fall dangerous trees, install grip strips on the Fitness 
Trail boardwalk, and create a day use park area consisting of two fire rings and two picnic 
tables.  The work was started in the fall 2024 and will be completed in the spring of 2025.  
The anticipated 2025 budget for park upgrades is $15,000. 
 
In 2026 staff are planning to 
develop a long-term 
development plan for 
Hospital Point which 
includes community and 
rightsholder engagement to 
determine priorities for long 
term development of the 
park, as recommended in 
the Electoral Areas B and E 
Parks and Trails Master 
Plan.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Ridler Trail 
 
The Ridler Trail is a 9-kilometre-long multi-use trail located two kilometres southeast of the 
Village of Burns Lake.  Part of the trail is located within the Burns Lake South Provincial 
Park and the remainder is on Crown land.  It was developed with federal funding in 2009-
2014, by the Lakes Economic Development Association; however, it was never formally 
designated as a trail by the Province and no agency has taken responsibility for its 
maintenance.  The trail is well used year-round and has been user maintained.   Rec Sites 
and Trails BC (RSTBC) notes that they are unable to designate and maintain the trail due to 
budgetary constraints and have suggested that the Regional District apply for authorization 
to maintain the trail.  If approved, the Regional District would assume the responsibility for 
funding and maintenance of the trail (brushing, bucking, existing structure repair, etc.).   
 
Staff note that similar discussions are ongoing with RSTBC regarding the maintenance of 
the Eagle Creek/Opal Beds Trail and the Nourse/Allin Creek Trail, although these two trails 
are designated as provincial trails.       
 
The trail’s frequent use year-
round and volunteer-based 
maintenance speaks to its 
importance of the trail as an 
amenity to the community.  The 
trail benefits from proximity to 
the Village of Burns Lake, the 
Omineca Ski Club and the 
proposed Highway 35 multi-use 
trail.  In 2025 staff intend to 
continue working with RSTBC to 
identify the long-term 
maintenance costs, including the 
need to upgrade picnic / tenting 
shelters along the trail.  The 
anticipated 2025 budget is 
$10,000. 
 
 
 
 
 
  



Highway 35 Multi Use Trail 
 
The Highway 35 Multi-use Trail Conceptual Design Study for a trail between Burns Lake and 
Tchesinkut Lake, was completed in 2024. The consultant presented the conceptual design 
report to the Board at the September 26th Board meeting.  The trail is proposed to run 
between the Village of Burns Lake and Tchesinkut Lake (approximately 12 km) and is 
intended to provide residents with a recreation amenity and a safe and enjoyable 
alternative to commuting by motor vehicle.   
 
In June 2024, the Province announced $85 million in funding for active transportation pro-
jects on Ministry owned right of ways through the Active Transportation Capital Fund.  A 
portion of this funding was allocated for the completion of design for the Highway 35 multi-
use pathway.  To date, the Regional District has not received any further details about the 
Ministry of Transportation’s plan for completion of the design work.   
 
  



Francois Lake Boat Launch Projects 
 
The Electoral Area B/E Parks and Trails Master Plan identified the need for boat launches 
for bigger boats on large lakes, including Francois Lake.  The plan’s recommendations for 
Electoral Area E included: 

• Explore partnering with the Southside Economic Development Association (SEDA) to 
maintain the nature trail and beach adjacent to the SEDA office. 

• Explore partnering with Cheslatta Carrier Nation to maintain the boat launch near the 
Southside ferry adjacent to SEDA beach on François Lake. Explore opportunities to 
add parking and a washroom. 

 
Public docks and boat launches have been located close to both the north and south shore 
ferry landings, providing a good foundation to investigate the feasibility of the Regional 
District providing upgraded public docks and boat launches in these areas.  The tenure for 
the boat launch on the Southside is held by the Cheslatta Carrier Nation and is in need of 
significant repair and upgrade.  The boat launch and dock near the north shore ferry 
landing is operated by SEDA, and its use is limited by parking availability.    
 
In 2025, staff intend to work with First Nations and stakeholders to facilitate the repair and 
improvement of the existing boat launch on the Southside.  This work is in advance of the 
longer-term project of upgrading the parking and beach area and establishing a dock in 
cooperation with SEDA.  This project includes the following: 

• surveying; 

• consulting with the 
Province regarding the 
use of Crown lands, 
environmental approvals, 
licenses of occupation, 
and design standards; and  

• designing the boat 
launches, docks, parking 
areas, and breakwaters in 
consultation with the 
community, First Nations, 
and stakeholders.     

 
 



Historical Wistaria Post Office/Nelson Homestead 
 
A fee-simple property on the shore of Ootsa Lake, owned by Rio Tinto, has been identified 
as having high historical and recreational values.  It is located close to Wistaria church and 
community hall and contains remnants of the old Wistaria post office, as well as an old 
homestead and scenic views overlooking the lake and Tweedsmuir Park.  
 

 
 
In 2025, staff are proposing to engage with Rio Tinto Alcan to discuss access to the 
property for the purposes of establishing a park.  The project is not expected to result in 
any short-term development or maintenance costs; however, there may be limited cost 
long term associated with access improvements and the development of a small parking 
lot.   
 

 
 



FORT ST JAMES/ELECTORAL AREA C PARKS AND TRAIL SERVICE AREA 
 
Parks and Trails Master Plan for Electoral Area C 
 
A useful step in the implementation of the parks and trail service is the development of a 
Parks and Trails Master Plan. The Plan serves as a strategy and action plan for recreation, 
parks and trails in the rural area over the next 10 years, and to establish a priority list of 
projects and tasks to be undertaken to meet community recreation needs, based on a 
comprehensive engagement strategy with the community.  It helps ensure the Regional 
District provides parks and trails services in a coordinated, cooperative, and cost-effective 
manner at a level that is sustainable for taxpayers.  Policies in the recently completed Fort. 
St James Rural Official Community Plan strongly support the development of an Electoral 
Area C Parks and Trails Master Plan.  
 
The draft 2025 budget includes $50,000 for completion of this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Proposed park on Stuart Lake 
 
During the recent development of the Fort St James Rural Official Community Plan, the 
need for rustic lakeshore campsites accessible to boaters, kayakers and canoers, was 
raised.  A 4-acre property, owned by the District of Fort St. James, on Stuart Lake has been 
identified as suitable for this type of development. 
 
Staff has formally approached the District of Fort St. James regarding their interest in 
participation in the project and contribution of the land for development as a park.   
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



HOUSTON/GRANISLE/ELECTORAL AREA G PARKS AND TRAILS SERVICE AREA 
 
Parks and Trails Master Plan for Electoral Area G 
 
A useful step in the implementation of the parks and trail service is the development of a 
Parks and Trails Master Plan. The Plan serves as a strategy and action plan for recreation, 
parks and trails in the rural area over the next 10 years, and to establish a priority list of 
projects and tasks to be undertaken to meet community recreation needs, based on a 
comprehensive engagement strategy with the community.  It helps ensure the Regional 
District provides parks and trails services in a coordinated, cooperative, and cost-effective 
manner at a level that is sustainable for taxpayers.   
 
Staff propose moving forward with a Parks and Trails Master Plan for Electoral Area G in 
early 2025.  It is anticipated that the request for proposals for the master plans for 
Electoral Areas C and G will be posted at the same time to allow consultants to bid on both 
projects at the same time.  This may result in efficiencies and cost savings.  The draft 2025 
budget includes $50,000 for completion of this project. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Granisle Topley Landing Connector Trail 
 
In 2020, the Village of Granisle hired a consultant to develop a conceptual design for a trail 
from the marina in the Village to Marine Way, west of Topley Landing, approximately 11 
kilometres in length.  Staff propose to move forward with preliminary design and planning 
for this trail, and initiation of the public, First Nations and Provincial consultation.    
 
The draft 2025 budget includes $50,000 for phase 1 of this project. 
 

 
 



RECREATION GRANT FUNDING 
 
Staff will continue to administer the recreation grant program and release funds in 2025 
and 2026 as approved by the Board in 2024, and in accordance with Board Policy.  The 
organizations that were approved for multi-year funding are expected to submit annual 
reporting for the funds received in 2024 and 2025. 
  
The Recreation Contribution Service Advisory Committees for the four service areas are 
required to meet at least once per year. Meetings were held in January 2025 to discuss the 
2025 budget and to receive an update on the distribution of funds.   Meetings will also be 
scheduled for December 2025 to discuss the 2026 budget. 
 
The next call for recreation grant applications is anticipated to happen in 2026; although, 
surplus funds are available for critical maintenance needs at the discretion of the 
Committees and Board. 
 
SIGNAGE STRATEGY 
 
Staff are working on the development of a standardized and comprehensive approach to 
signage for RDBN parks and trails.  Staff will work together with Corporate Communication 
staff to develop highly visible and legible signage that is cost effective, contemporary and 
aesthetically pleasing in design, and which align with the organization’s branding. 
 
HISTORIC TELEGRAPH TRAIL 
 
The historic Yukon (Dominion) Telegraph Trail was constructed in the late 1800’s and was 
used to service the telegraph line which ran from Ashcroft in the south to Dawson City in 
the north.  Staff propose a project to research and identify the location of the telegraph 
trail through the Regional District, with the help of a planning summer student. The project 
is somewhat time sensitive as the physical remnants of the trail continue to disappear and 
become overgrown with time. 
 
The outcome of this project may provide some recreational opportunities.  Many parts of 
the trail throughout the province have been developed as recreation amenities.  This 
project has ties to the Regional District’s Telegraph Cabin park development in Quick.  



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors 

 
 
To:   Chair and Board  

From: Steve Davis, Building Inspector  

Date:  February 27, 2025  

Subject:  Section 57 Notice on Title, 5264 Raceway Road, Electoral Area A 
(Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

 

RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

1. That the Board receive any input provided by the property owner. 

2. That the Corporate Officer be directed to file a Notice in the Land Title Office stating 
that a resolution has been made under Section 57 of the Community Charter relating 
to land legally described as Lot B, Section 27, Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, 
Plan EPP36255 (5264 Raceway Road). 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

A shop at 5264 Raceway Road was built without a building permit or inspections required 
pursuant to “RDBN Building Bylaw No. 1634, 2012”. 

The Building Inspector recommends that a notice be placed on title of the subject property 
in accordance with Section 57 of the Community Charter. This notice serves to advise 
interested parties, including potential buyers, of the situation. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



BACKGROUND 

The property owner has constructed a shop without a building permit. 

     

HISTORY 

The following is a chronology of events leading to the recommendation for a Section 57 
Notice on Title. Copies of emails, letters and other correspondence related to the referral 
below are available upon request from the Planning Department. 

June 17, 2022  

After receiving a complaint from the 
public about a sawmill operating 
contrary to the Zoning Bylaw, the 
Building Inspector conducted a site 
visit to the property. The visit 
confirmed the presence of the sawmill, 
and a shop under construction without 
a building permit. There was also an 
unpermitted manufactured home on 
the property as well as other 
unpermitted storage buildings. The 
Building Inspector left a business card and a copy of the building permit application at the 



dwelling. The contractor was contacted by phone and requested to stop work on the shop 
until a building permit was obtained.  

June 20, 2022 

The Building Inspector sent a letter by registered mail to the property owners asking them 
to submit a completed building permit application for the shop. A copy of the letter was 
also hand delivered to the property.  

August 11, 2022 

A Stop Work Notice was posted on the unpermitted shop. A letter explaining the notice was 
hand delivered to the property owner, and the need for the building permit was explained 
by the Building Inspector.  

September 1, 2022 

An incomplete building permit application was submitted by the property owner. 

September 8, 2022 

A letter was mailed to the property owner asking for the outstanding items to complete the 
building permit application.  

January 11, 2023 

Another letter was mailed to the property owner asking for the outstanding items to 
complete the building permit application.  

October 1, 2024 

A letter was sent to the property owner requesting immediate action to prevent further 
enforcement action. 

October 10, 2024 

The property owner phoned the Building Inspector regarding the letter and claimed that 
the contractor would supply the outstanding items to complete the building permit 
application. An email was sent to the contractor with a list of the outstanding items. No 
further communication was received from the contractor or the property owner and none 
of the outstanding items were received. 

February 3, 2025 

Notice was sent to the property owners informing them that the Board would be 
considering the Building Inspector’s recommendation for a notice on title, and that they or 
a representative may provide representations to the RDBN Board in person, in writing or 



electronically at the Regional District Board meeting concerning the matter. This notice was 
sent by registered mail to the address provided in the completed application. 

SECTION 57 REQUIREMENTS 

Section 57 of the Community Charter authorizes the RDBN to file a notice on title of a 
property when the Building Inspector discovers bylaw contraventions that relate to the 
building or safety of a structure.   To place a Notice on Title the following must occur: 

• The Building Inspector must provide a recommendation in writing to the Corporate 
Officer that the Regional District Board consider a resolution directing the Corporate 
Officer to file a notice in the land title office stating that a resolution relating to the 
non-compliance of the property to the BC Building Code and the Regional District’s 
Building Bylaw has been made, and further information about it may be inspected 
at the Regional District offices.  This report serves as the written recommendation 
from the Building Inspector to the Corporate Officer.  

• The Corporate Officer must give notice to the registered owner of the land to which 
the recommendation relates that the Board will be considering a recommendation 
that notice be placed on title pursuant to Section 57 of the Community Charter, and 
subsequently place the matter before the Regional District Board for consideration.  
This notice has been given to the property owner by the Planning Department on 
behalf of the Corporate Officer.  

• Once the Regional District Board has provided the Building Inspector and the owner 
with an opportunity to be heard, the Board may confirm the recommendations of 
the Building Inspector by the recommended resolution directing the Corporate 
Officer to file a notice in the land title office.  

• The RDBN must then ensure that public records relating to the resolution and the 
reason for the resolution are available for public view. 

If the property owner completes the building permit process, or removes the unpermitted 
building from the property, the Notice on Title can be removed from title. 

FURTHER ENFORCEMENT ACTION 

The Regional District Board may direct staff to undertake additional enforcement action, 
including the initiation of action to have the building removed.  
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