
AGENDA 
MEETING NO. 2 

FEBRUARY 20, 2020 

P.O. BOX 820 
BURNS LAKE, BC  V0J 1E0 

PHONE:  (250) 692-3195 OR 1-800-320-3339 
FAX:  (250) 692-3305 

www.rdbn.bc.ca

1



VISION 
“A World of Opportunities 

Within Our Region” 

MISSION 
“We Will Foster Social,  

Environmental, and  
Economic Opportunities  

Within Our Diverse Region Through Effective 
Leadership” 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

AGENDA 

Thursday, February 20, 2020 

PAGE NO. CALL TO ORDER ACTION 

AGENDA – February 20, 2020 Approve 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA  Receive 

MINUTES 

8-24 Board Meeting Minutes – January 23, 2020 Adopt 

25-28 Committee of the Whole Meeting Receive 
-February 6, 2020 (Unapproved)

29-33 Rural/Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes Receive 
-February 6, 2020 (Unapproved)

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

DELEGATIONS 

34-36 NORTHWEST BC RESOUCE BENEFITS ALLIANCE (RBA) 
Kris Boland, Project Manager (Deputy CAO, RDKS) 
Ron Poole, Chief Administrative Officer, Regional District of Kitimat-
Stikine 
RE:  Update 

MINISTRY OF FORESTS, LANDS, NATURAL RESOURCE 
OPERATIONS & RURAL DEVELOPMENT  
David Johnson, Senior Authorization Specialist, Stuart Nechako 
Resource District 
RE:  Shovel Fire Ecosystem Reforestation Plan 

PAGE NO. PLANNING (All Directors) ACTION 

Building Inspection Section 57 Notice on Title 

37-49 Steve Davis, Building Inspector  Recommendation 
Section 57 Notice on Title 
Block P, DL 2531, Range 5, Coast District 
(135 Prairie Road) Electoral Area “A” 
Call to gallery for comments 
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Meeting No. 2 

February 20, 2020 

PAGE NO. PLANNING (All Directors) (CONT’D) ACTION 

Building Inspection Section 57 Notice on Title (Cont’d) 

50-63 Steve Davis, Building Inspector  Recommendation 
Section 57 Notice on Title 
Lot 13, DL 4973, Cariboo District, Plan 25016 
(46550 Marsolais Drive) Electoral Area “F” 
Call to gallery for comments 

64-72 Steve Davis, Building Inspector  Recommendation 
Section 57 Notice on Title 
Lot 5, DL 1423, Cariboo District, Plan PGP47307 
(1755 Meier Road) Electoral Area “F” 
Call to gallery for comments 

Temporary Use Permit Application 

73-81 Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 1  Recommendation 
Temporary Use Permit Application A-01-17 
(B&A Rentals) Electoral Area “A” 
Call to gallery for comments 

Bylaw for Adoption 

82-95 Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning  Recommendation 
Development Procedures Bylaw No.1898, 2020 

Bylaws for 1st and 2nd Reading 

96-155 Maria Sandberg, Planner  Recommendation 
New Zoning Bylaw for 1st and 2nd Reading 

156-169 Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 1  Recommendation 
1st and 2nd Reading Report – Bylaws 1899 &  
1900, 2020 Rezoning Application B-01-19 (Kornelsen) 

170-181 Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 1  Recommendation 
1st and 2nd Reading Report – Bylaw 1901 and 1902, 2020 
Rezoning Application A-07-19 (Hansen North Valley) 

Bylaw Enforcement 

182-186 Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning Recommendation 
Unsightly Premises, 7239 Stella Road 
Electoral Area “D” 
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Meeting No. 2 

February 20, 2020 

Crown Land Application Referral 

187-204 Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 1  Recommendation 
Crown Land Application Referral 6409175 
(CTL Contractors) Electoral Area “E” 

205-222 Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 1  Recommendation 
Crown Land Application Referral 6409186 
(Tower Communication Ltd.) 
Electoral Area “E” 

Other 

223-232 Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning  Recommendation 
Proposed NCLGA Resolution on the BC Energy 
Step Code  

233-260 Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning  Receive 
Housing in the RDBN: A Discussion Paper 

261-280 Planning Department Year-End Report for 2019 Receive 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 

281 Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant Recommendation 
- Committee Meeting Recommendations
- February 6, 2020

282 Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant Recommendation 
- Minerals North 2020
- Quesnel, B.C – April 29-May 1, 2020

283 Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant Recommendation 
-North Central Local Government Association
AGM and Convention – Prince George, B.C.
-May 13 -15, 2020

284-287 Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant Recommendation 
- Charge North – Bridge Funding Work Plan
Request

288-290 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Recommendation 
Services – Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection 
Local Service Establishment Amendment  
Bylaw No. 1887, 2020 
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Meeting No. 2 

February 20, 2020 

PAGE NO. ADMINISTRATION REPORTS ACTION  

291-292 Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Recommendation 
Coordinator – CityWest Letter of Support Request 

293 Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Recommendation 
Coordinator – Federal Gas Tax Funds – Electoral 
Area “A” (Smithers Rural), Smithers Community 
Services Association 

294-301 John Illes, Chief Financial Officer Recommendation 
- 2020 Budget Bylaw 1903 for First and Second
Reading

302-303 Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief - Southside  Recommendation 
Fire Department Application to Nechako-Kitamaat 
Development Fund 

304-305 Rebecca Rodriguez, Acting Emergency Services Recommendation 
Manager – UBCM Emergency Operations Centre 
Funding Application 

306 Nellie Davis – Regional Economic Development Receive 
Coordinator – Grant in Aid Update – February 2020 

307-317 Shari Janzen – Regional Economic Development Receive 
Assistant – 2019 Connecting Consumers and  
Producers Project Report 

John Illes, Chief Financial Officer Receive 
- Investment Summary – Year Ending
December 31, 2020

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

319-320 Janette Derksen, Deputy Director of Environmental Recommendation 
Services – Berman Lake Transfer Station – Contract 
Renewal 

321-337 Janette Derksen, Deputy Director of Environmental Recommendation 
Services – Northwest Invasive Plant Council – 2020 
Funding & Field Scabious Plan 

VERBAL REPORTS 

RECEIPT OF VERBAL REPORTS 
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Meeting No. 2 

February 20, 2020 

PAGE NO. ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE ACTION 

338 Canadian Cancer Society, BC and Yukon Receive 
– Peace of Mind Campaign

339-340 Canadian Cancer Society, BC and Yukon Receive 
-Peace of Mind Campaign Progress Report
-January 2020

ACTION LISTS 

341-345 January 2020  

346-347 December 2019 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

NEW BUSINESS 

IN-CAMERA MOTION 

In accordance with Section 90 of the Community Charter, it is the 
opinion of the Board of Directors that matters pertaining to Section 
90(1)(e) – the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or 
improvements, if the council considers that disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality 
(Southside Seniors Housing Society); and 90(2)(b) – the consideration 
of information received and held in confidence relating to negotiations 
between the municipality and a provincial government or the federal 
government or both, or between a provincial government or the federal 

government or both and a third party (Boundary Expansion); may/must be 
closed to the public, therefore exercise their option of excluding the 
public for this meeting. 

ADJOURNMENT 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
          

MEETING NO. 1 
 

Thursday, January 23, 2020 
 
PRESENT:  Chair  Gerry Thiessen 
   

Directors  Shane Brienen  
  Mark Fisher 
  Dolores Funk 

Brad Layton 
Clint Lambert 
Linda McGuire  
Andrea Newell 
Mark Parker 
Jerry Petersen  
Bev Playfair 
Michael Riis-Christianson 

 
Directors  Gladys Atrill, Town of Smithers 
Absent  Tom Greenaway, Electoral Area “C” (Fort St. James Rural) 

Kim Watt-Senner, Village of Fraser Lake 
 
Alternate  Bob Hughes, Electoral Area “C” (Fort St. James Rural)  
Directors Frank Wray, Town of Smithers 

 
Staff  Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer  

Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator  
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer  
Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services 
Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning – arrived at 11:05 a.m., left 
at 1:00 p.m. 
Sashka Macievich, Recovery Manager 
Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
 

Others Shawn Trottier, Resource Manager, Nadina Region, Ministry of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations & Rural 
Development – left at 11:30 a.m. 

 Kris Garneau, Authorizations Technologist, Field Operations 
Nadina, Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations 
and Rural Development – left at 11:30 a.m. 

 Mike Robertson, Senior Policy Analyst, Cheslatta Carrier Nation 
– left at 12:05 P.M. 

 Tlell Glover, Sr. Resource Coordination Officer, Ministry of 
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation – arrived at 12:55 p.m. 

 Tom McCarthy, Divisional Chief Negotiator, Negotiations 
Regional Operations Division, Ministry of Indigenous Relations 
and Reconciliation – arrived at 12:55 p.m. 

 Cory Waters, Chief Negotiator, North, Negotiations and Regional 
Operations Division, Ministry of Indigenous Relations and 
Reconciliation – arrived at 12:59 p.m. 

 Lori Borth, Director of Strategic Initiatives, Ministry of Indigenous 
Relations and Reconciliation – arrived at 12:59 p.m. 

   
CALL TO ORDER   Chair Thiessen called the meeting to order at 10:30 a.m. 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 2 

 
AGENDA &   Moved by Director Petersen 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA Seconded by Director Layton 
 
2020-1-1 “That the Board Meeting Agenda of January 23, 2020 be 

approved; and further, that the Supplementary agenda be 
received and dealt with at this meeting.” 

    

   (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MINUTES 
 
Board Meeting Minutes  Moved by Director McGuire 
-December 12, 2019  Seconded by Director Layton 
 
2020-1-2 “That the Board Meeting Minutes of December 12, 2019 be 

adopted.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Committee Meeting   Moved by Director Parker 
Minutes    Seconded by Alternate Director Wray 
 
2020-1-3 “That the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Board of Directors 

receive the following Committee Meeting Minutes: 
 
 -Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes 
  -October 10, 2019 (unapproved) 
 -Broadband Committee Meeting Minutes 
  -January 9, 2020 (unapproved) 
 -Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 
  -January 9, 2020 (Unapproved) 
 -Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 
  - November 7, 2019 
 -Rural Directors Committee Meeting Minutes 
  - January 9, 2020 (unapproved) 
 -Rural Directors Committee Meeting Minutes 
  - November 7, 2019 
 -Waste Management Committee Meeting Minutes 
  -December 12, 2019 (unapproved) 
 -Waste Management Committee Meeting Minutes  
  -September 5, 2019.” 
   

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 
 
Director Lambert referenced the four pillars of agriculture.  Staff will follow up and provide the 
information to the Board of Directors. 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 3 

 
DELEGATIONS 
 
MINISTRY OF FORESTS, LANDS, NATURAL RESOURCE OPERATIONS & RURAL 
DEVELOPMENT – Shawn Trottier, Resource Manager, Nadina Region and Kris Garneau, 
Authorizations Technologist, Field Operations Nadina  RE:  Update Wildfire Salvage 
 
Chair Thiessen welcomed Shawn Trottier, Resource Manager, Nadina Region, and Kris Garneau, 
Authorizations Technologist, Field Operations, Nadina, Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural 
Resource Operations & Rural Development. 
 
Mr. Trottier provided a PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Nadina District 2019 Harvest Summary and Fires Impact 

➢ Nadina Timber Supply Area 
o Lakes TSA 
o Morice TSA 

➢ Impacts of the 2018 Fires on Timber Supply and Forests in B.C. 
➢ Recent and Planned Harvest of Burned Timber 

o Lakes TSA 
▪ Combined Nadina, Verdun and Chelaslie Fires 

o Morice TSA 
▪ Nadina Fire and Hautete Fire 

➢ Utilization by Major Licensees 
o Canfor Licence A16828 
o Fraser Lake Sawmill Site #493 
o Hampton Forest Products (Babine) Site #247 

➢ Harvest Summary 
o Lakes 
o Morice 

➢ Why not more burnt/dead wood being processed? 
➢ The Cutting Permit Process. 

 
The following discussion took place: 

➢ Shelf life of burnt timber 
➢ Bringing forward concerns to the Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of Forests, 

Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 
➢ Softwood Lumber agreement impacts 
➢ Working with Cheslatta Carrier Nation to utilize fiber for Pinnacle Pellet 
➢ Mr. Trottier expressed an interest in returning to provide further information in regard to 

wildfire risk reduction/recovery/rehabilitation efforts taking place 
➢ Request for copy of PowerPoint – Mr. Trottier will forward to staff 
➢ What volume was harvested in the Cariboo? 

o Mr. Trottier will follow up and provide the information 
➢ Concerns were brought forward in regard to all the volume allocated to existing licensees 

and the potential high volume of burned timber left standing after expired shelf life 
➢ Ongoing recovery efforts – younger stands have a more marketable timber value 
➢ Permit tracking 

o Timeline, delays and variables 
o FLNRORD keeps statistics 

➢ Encouraging the removal of burned timber 
➢ Fire behavior of potential fires in areas that have burned timber remaining in the forest 
➢ Controlled/broadcast burning 
➢ Utilization of products on the logging block 

o Pinnacle Pellet, Cheslatta Carrier Nation, etc. are working to develop new 
opportunities 

o Need for innovation 
➢ FLNRORD works to approve permits. 

 
Chair Thiessen thanked Messrs. Trottier and Garneau for attending the meeting. 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 4 

 
PLANNING (All Directors) 
 
Crown Land Application Referrals 
 
Crown Land Application  Moved by Director Petersen 
Referrals- Electoral Area “F” Seconded by Director Brienen 
  
2020-1-4 “That the following Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Comment Sheet be provided to the Province regarding following  
Crown Land Referrals: 

o 7410106  
o 7410049  
o 7410112  
o 7410054  
o 7410114  
o 7410025  
o 7410053.” 

 
 (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Planning Other 
 
Community Charter Section 94 – Requirements for Public Notice 
 
Discussion took place in regard to potential changes to the Community Charter Section 94 – 
Requirements for Public Notice.  CAO Helgesen mentioned that the Local Government 
Management Association (LGMA) has been working on the topic.  Staff will follow up and bring 
forward information for the Board’s consideration. 
 
Regional District of Bulkley- Moved by Director Fisher 
Nechako Development  Seconded by Director Layton 
Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 
2020 
 
2020-1-5 “That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Development 

Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 2020” be given first, second, and 
third Reading this 23rd day of January, 2020.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Cheslatta Land Transfer  Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
 Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2020-1-6   “That the Board: 

1. Direct staff to inform the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and 
Reconciliation that the Board has no objection to the proposed 
land dispositions provided that the lands being transferred into 
fee simple ownership are zoned to the Board’s satisfaction prior 
to land transfer; and,  
2. Direct staff to initiate the zoning process in consultation with 
the Cheslatta Carrier Nation.” 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 5 

 
Planning Other (Cont’d) 
 

Moved by Director Lambert 
Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson 

 
2020-1-7 “That Motion 2020-1-6 be amended to include in the letter to the 

Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation that the 
Board encourages the province to consult with impacted property 
owners and mitigate any concerns that may exist.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
“That the question be called on Motion 2020-1-6 as amended.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

UBCM Housing Needs Reports Moved by Alternate Director Wray 
Program Seconded by Director Playfair 
 
2020-1-8 “That the Board: 

1.  Support the application to UBCM’s Housing Needs Reports 
Program to undertake housing needs reports for Electoral Areas 
A, B, C, D, E, F, and G in order to meet provincial requirements 
2.  Will provide overall grant management 
3.  Authorize RDBN staff to enter into an agreement with UBCM 
for any grants received for the above purpose.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Tiny Homes in the RDBN Moved by Director Fisher 
 Seconded by Director Playfair 
 
2020-1-9 “That the Board direct staff to send the attached letter to the 

Honourable Selina Robinson Minister of Municipal Affairs and 
Housing urging the Province to undertake a review of the BC 
Building Code to better accommodate tiny homes.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Coastal GasLink Pipeline Moved by Director McGuire 
-Socio-economic Effects Seconded by Alternate Director Wray 
Management Plan (SEEMP) 

 
2020-1-10 “That the Board invite TC Energy to the April Board meeting to 

discuss the SEEMP implementation process.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Recent Agriculture Decisions  Moved by Director Parker 
 Seconded by Director Playfair 
 
2020-1-11 “That the Board receive the Planner 1’s January 13, 2020 memo 

titled “Recent Agricultural Land Commission Decisions.” 
 
 (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 6 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
 
Committee Meeting Moved by Director Fisher 
Recommendation Seconded by Director Wray 
- December 12, 2019 
and January 9, 2020 
 
2020-1-12 “That the Board approve December 12, 2019 and January 9, 

2020 Committee Meeting Recommendations 1 through 11 as 
written: 
 
Waste Management Committee Meeting – December 12, 
2019 
 
Recommendation 1: 
Re: Stewardship Program Agreements to be offered at 

RDBN Transfer Stations 
 
“That the Board direct staff to: 
1) enter into service agreements, agreeing to the terms and 

conditions for the following future Extended Producer 
Responsibility programs at the RDBN’s Vanderhoof, Burns 
Lake and Smithers/Telkwa Transfer Station recycling depots: 

a. Lightcycle -Residential Lamp/Lightbulbs 
b. Call2Recycle – Household Batteries 
c. Alarmcycle – Household Smoke/CO2 Alarms 

2) negotiate and enter into a service agreement, agreeing to 
the terms and conditions with ProductCare Recycling to offer 
the PaintPlus Program at the Vanderhoof Transfer Station.” 

 
Broadband Committee Meeting – January 9, 2020 
 
Recommendation 2: 
Re: RDBN Broadband Study  
 
“That the Board prioritize the following projects for 2020 grant 
applications: Fort St. James Cellular Coverage; Buck Flats 
Cellular and LTE Coverage; Grassy Plains and Ootsa Lake 
Cellular and LTE Coverage; Industrial Cellular and LTE 
Coverage for Clearview Landfill, Pinkut Lake and Taltapin Lake; 
fibre to the home for Area B/Area E – Highway 35 and 
Southbank, and east end of Francois Lake.” 

 
Recommendation 3: 
Re: Invite Rio Tinto to an Upcoming Broadband 

Committee Meeting 

“That the Board invite Rio Tinto to an upcoming Broadband 
Committee meeting to discuss cellular coverage on the 
Southside of Francois Lake.” 
 

Committee of the Whole Meeting – January 9, 2020 
 
Recommendation 4: 
Re: Asset Management Policy and Strategy 

 
“That the Board direct staff to implement the Asset Management 
Policy and Strategy.” 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 7 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 

 

Committee of the Whole Meeting – January 9, 2020 (Cont’d) 
 
Recommendation 5: 
Re: Modernizing BC’s Emergency Management 

Legislation 
 

“That the Board direct staff to: 
1.   send the letter of response to the Honourable Minister 

Farnworth regarding the Modernizing BC’s Emergency 
Management Legislation – Discussion Paper, as attached to 
the staff report dated January 9, 2020 as amended to 
include the following: 
RDBN Comments (Page 4 of the letter) 
There are many residents that live in remote rural areas with 
historical knowledge, how will these local knowledge experts 
be included? 
 

2.  And, prepare and submit the same response letter regarding 
the Modernizing BC’s Emergency Management Legislation – 
Discussion Paper to EmergencyProgramAct@gov.bc.ca 
prior to the comment period deadline of January 31, 2020.” 

 
Recommendation 6: 
Re: Minerals Roundup – Vancouver, B.C. – January 20-

23, 2020 
 

“That the Board authorize Director Greenaway’s attendance at 
Minerals Roundup in Vancouver January 20-23, 2020.” 

Rural Directors Committee – January 9, 2020 
 
Recommendation 7: 
Re: Agricultural Community Meeting on Water 

Sustainability Act – February 5, 2020 – Vanderhoof, 
B.C. 

 
“That the Board authorize Chair Parker and any Directors 
wanting to attend the Agricultural Community Meeting on the 
Water Sustainability Act in Vanderhoof, B.C. on February 5, 
2020.” 

 
Recommendation 8: 
Re: Regional Agriculture Forum Oct 23-24, 2020 “Soil to 

Table – Celebrating Local Agriculture” 
 

“That the Board approve the ‘draft’ agenda for Soil to Table – 
Celebrating Local Agriculture October 23 & 24, 2020 in Burns 
Lake.” 

 
Recommendation 9: 
Re: RDBN Food Hub and Food Economy Assessment 

 
“That the Board approve:  
1. The RDBN Food Hub and Food Economy Assessment 
2. Staff to proceed with a Request for Proposal on BC Bid.” 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 8 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 

Rural Directors Committee – January 9, 2020 (Cont’d) 
 
Recommendation 10: 
Re: Rural/Agriculture Committee 
 
“That the Rural Directors Committee be renamed the 
Rural/Agriculture Committee to reflect the work of the 
Committee.” 

 
Recommendation 11: 
Re: Fire Department Emergency Services 

 
“That the Board repeal the following: 
a. “Topley Rural Road Rescue and Medical First Responders 

Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1745, 2015”  
b. “RDBN Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Rural) Road Rescue 

Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1651, 2012” 
and “RDBN Electoral Area D Emergency Extrication Service 
Area Establishment Bylaw No. 1516, 2009”; and  

c. “Electoral Area ‘A’ Emergency Response Contribution Local 
Service Amendment Bylaw No. 853, 1995.”  

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Discussion took place in regard to Rural Directors Committee 
Recommendation 12:  RE:  Fire Department Emergency 
Services.  Staff will follow up with each Electoral Area Director in 
regard to Fire Department Emergency Services. 

 
Break for lunch – 12:05 p.m. 
 
Reconvened at 12:40 p.m. 
 
Federation of Canadian  Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
Municipalities 2020  Seconded by Director McGuire 
-June 4-7, 2020 in Toronto, ON 
 
2020-1-13 “That Chair Thiessen be authorized to attend the Federation of 

Canadian Municipalities 2020 Convention in Toronto, Ontario 
June 4 to 7, 2020 paid for from general government.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
BC Broadband Conference Moved by Director Lambert 
2020-April 21 & 22, 2020 Seconded by Director Layton 
Richmond, B.C. 
 
2020-1-14 “That Director Riis-Christianson, Chair, Broadband Committee 

be authorized to attend the BC Broadband Conference 2020 in 
Richmond, BC April 21 & 22, 2020 paid for from general 
government.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 9 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
2020 COFI (BC Council of  Moved by Alternate Director Hughes 
Forest Industries) Convention Seconded by Director Playfair 
April 1-3, 2020 Prince George, B.C. 
 
2020-1-15 “That Director Greenaway be authorized to attend the 2020 

COFI Convention in Prince George, B.C. April 1-3, 2020.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
North Central Local  Moved by Director Fisher 
Government Association  Seconded by Alternate Director Wray 
RE:  2020 Solid Waste  
Management Forum Correspondence 
 
2020-1-16 “That the Board contribute $4,000 from the Environmental 

Services Budget to the North Central Local Government 
Association for costs associated with its 2020 Solid Waste 
Management Forum.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Charge North Advisory  Moved by Alternate Director Wray 
Committee   Seconded by Director McGuire 
 
2020-1-17 “That Director Atrill and Cheryl Anderson, Manager of 

Administrative Services be appointed to the Charge North 
Advisory Committee for 2020.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Economic Development Bylaw Moved by Director Petersen 
-Electoral Area “D” (Fraser Lake Seconded by Director Playfair 
Rural) 
 
2020-1-18 “That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Electoral Area “D” 

(Fraser Lake Rural) Economic Development Service Area 
Establishment Bylaw No. 1884, 2019” be adopted this 23rd day of 

January, 2020.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
Economic Development Bylaw Moved by Director Petersen 
-Electoral Area “C” (Fort St.  Seconded by Director Playfair 
James Rural) 
 
2020-1-19 “That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Electoral Area “C” 

(Fort St. James Rural) Economic Development Service Area 
Establishment Bylaw No. 1885, 2019” be adopted this 23rd day 

of January, 2020.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 10 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Economic Development Bylaw Moved by Director Petersen 
-Electoral Area “F” (Vanderhoof  Seconded by Director Playfair 
Rural) 
 
2020-1-20 “That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Electoral Area “F” 

(Vanderhoof Rural) Economic Development Service Area 
Establishment Bylaw No. 1886, 2019” be adopted this 23rd day 

of January, 2020.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2020 Grant Writing Services Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
Contract    Seconded by Alternate Director Wray 
 
2020-1-21 “That the Board authorize a contract renewal for Grant Writing 

Services with the District of Fort St. James for 2020.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
2019 Regional Business Forum Moved by Director Fisher 
Report    Seconded by Director Funk 
 
2020-1-22 “That the Board direct staff to begin preparations for the 2021 

Regional Business Forum and invite a member municipality to 
host as per the following order: 
1. Telkwa 
2. Houston.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Vanderhoof Flying Club Letter Moved by Director Petersen 
of Support Request  Seconded by Director Parker 
 
2020-1-23 “That the Board provide Letters of Support to the Vanderhoof 

Flying Club for their Aviation Fuel System Purchase Project 
applications to Northern Development Initiative Trust and the 
Nechako Kitimaat Development Fund.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Burns Lake Rural Fire Service Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
 Seconded by Director McGuire 
 
2020-1-24 1. “That the Board approve the Burns Lake Rural Fire Service to 

be included in the 2020 Regional District Budget; and 
2.That “Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection Service Establishment 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1887, 2020” be given first, second, and 
third reading this 23rd day of January 2020.”  

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Meeting No. 1 
January 23, 2020 
Page 11 

 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Funding for Telkwa Pedestrian Moved by Director Fisher 
Crosswalk Seconded by Director Brienen 
 
2020-1-25 “That the Board provide $25,000 from General Government 

Grant-in-aid to the Village of Telkwa for the purpose of providing 
funding for the Telkwa Pedestrian Crosswalk; and that staff are 
directed to bring back a bylaw to repeal Bylaw 646, Telkwa 
Pedestrian Crosswalk at a future Board meeting.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Regional Mass Moved by Director Layton 
Communications Program Seconded by Director Brienen 
 
2020-1-26 “That the Board approve the implementation of a Regional Mass 

Communications Program to be paid through the “Regional 
District of Bulkley-Nechako 911 Emergency Telephone 
Response Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1483, 2008” 
when commitment from all member municipalities is confirmed.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Southside Fire Department Moved by Director Lambert 
Maintenance Reserve Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson 

 
2020-1-27 “That the Board approve the withdrawal of $3,695.95 from the 

Southside Fire Department Repairs and Maintenance Reserve 
for cost of parts and labour to inspect and repair the compressed 
air foam system on their Rescue truck.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
UBCM Emergency Support Moved by Alternate Director Wray 
Services Funding Application Seconded by Director Fisher 

 
2020-1-28 “That the Board supports the collaborative application to UBCM’s 

Community Emergency Preparedness Fund – Emergency 
Support Services stream – for $174,999.88 to support the further 
development of the Regional ESS Program in the Regional 
District of Bulkley-Nechako, and that the Board provide overall 
grant management.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Grant in Aid Update – Month of Moved by Director Layton 
December 2019 Seconded by Director McGuire 

 
2020-1-29 “That the Board receive the Regional Economic Development 

Coordinator’s January 23, 2020 memo titled “Grant in Aid Update 
– month of December 2019.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
Fort Fraser – Utility Charge for Moved by Director Parker 
363 – 3rd Avenue Seconded by Alternate Director Wray 
 
2020-1-30 “That the Board deny the request made by Anton Barlescu to 

reverse the 2018 utility charges for the property located at 363 - 
3rd Avenue.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

VERBAL REPORTS 
 
Local Government Class Director Fisher and Councillor Casda Thomas, Town of 
at Smithers Secondary School Smithers participated in a mock local government exercise at the 

Smithers Secondary School that included topics regarding tiny 
homes, recreation and recycling.  It was a good exercise and 
opportunity to bring forward discussions regarding local 
government. 

 
Smithers District Chamber of Director Fisher attended the Smithers District Chamber of  
Commerce Meeting and Local Commerce meeting February 5th and provided an RDBN  
Government Update update.   
 
Stuart Lake Hospital   Director Petersen mentioned that he attended Premier Horgan’s  
Replacement Announcement announcement in Fort St. James on January 18, 2020 of the 

funding for the Stuart Lake Hospital Replacement Project.  
Shovels will be in the ground in 2021.  The Healthcare facility will 
have primary, extended and long-term care beds.  Alternate 
Director Hughes and Playfair also expressed their happiness in 
regard to the announcement.  Director Playfair thanked everyone 
in the region for their support. 
 

Town of Smithers – By-Election Alternate Director Wray noted that the Town of Smithers is 
awaiting to move forward with a By-Election for Mayor.  They are  
awaiting the results of a grant application to determine if they will 
also need to hold a referendum at the same time as a by-
election. 

 
Village of Granisle Wildfire  Director McGuire reported that the Village of Granisle wildfire  
Mitigation    mitigation is underway to help to protect the community. 
 
Recycle BC Letter to the  Director Layton mentioned that the Village of Telkwa has  
Village of Telkwa   received a letter from Recycle BC indicating that if the Village 

of Telkwa wanted to continue to recycle it would need to send its 
recyclables to the City of Terrace for consolidation.  Recycle BC 
has indicated it would be willing to negotiate a kilometre rate.  He 
noted that Telkwa is not willing to truck its recyclables to Terrace. 

 
Bailey Bridge over the   Director Layton reported that he working to schedule a   
Bulkley River in Telkwa meeting with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 

regarding the Bailey Bridge over the Bulkley River in Telkwa.  It 
is one of three bailey bridges remaining in B.C.  On February 5th 
a cross member was hit by a commercial vehicle and is now 
under load restrictions. 

 
Three Nations Community Director Lambert mentioned that he met with the three First 
Meeting on Southside of  Nations communities, Skin Tyee Nation, Nee Tahi Buhn and  
Francois Lake  Cheslatta Carrier Nation on the Southside of Francois Lake to 

discuss various initiatives.   
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VERBAL REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Premier Horgan Visits   Director Parker commented that Premier Horgan met with  
Fraser Lake Village of Fraser Lake Mayor and Council along with himself.  

Premier Horgan also visited the Fraser Lake Legion and toured 
Autumn Services.  It was a good meeting. 

 
Meeting with Ministry of   Chair Thiessen mentioned that he participated in a meeting  
Transportation and   with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure in regard 
Infrastructure - Highway 16 to the Highway 16 Transit Bus.  He mentioned that it was a 
Transit Bus   good meeting and a report will be brought forward at the next  

Transit Committee Meeting. 
 
Premier Horgan Visits  Chair Thiessen noted that Premier Horgan also visited  
Vanderhoof Vanderhoof.  He mentioned that he has visited Vanderhoof twice 

in his term in office.  
 
Conference Call with the  Chair Thiessen participated in a conference call with the Federal 
Honourable Seamus O’Regan, Minister of Natural Resources, the Honourable Seamus. 
Minister of Natural Resources O’Regan.  Topics discussed:  the lack of rail cars and challenges 

with the Canadian National Railway and the doubling of the 
Federal Gas Tax fund and that the amount needs to remain in 
place. 

 
Receipt of Verbal Moved by Director Brienen 
Reports  Seconded by Director Layton 
 
2020-1-31 “That the verbal reports of the various Regional District of 

Bulkley-Nechako Board of Directors be received.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE  
 
Administration Correspondence, Moved by Director Layton 
 Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2020-1-32 “That the Board receive the following Administration 

Correpondence: 
-Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy – RDBN 
Solid Waste Management Amendment 
-Ministry of Public Safety and Solicitor General Receive-Meeting 
at 2019 Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) 
Convention.” 

    
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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DELEGATION 
 
MINISTRY OF INDIGENOUS RELATIONS AND RECONCILIATION- Tlell Glover, Sr. 
Resource Coordination Officer, North Regional Negotiations Team, Smithers and Tom 
McCarthy, Divisional Chief Negotiator, Negotiations & Regional Operations Division RE:  
Update LBN Foundation Agreement 
 
Chair Thiessen welcomed Tlell Glover, Sr. Resource Coordination Officer, North Regional 
Negotiations Team, Smithers and Tom McCarthy, Divisional Chief Negotiator, Negotiations & 
Regional Operations Division, Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation 
 
Mr. McCarthy provided a PowerPoint Presentation. 
 
Lake Babine Nation Foundation Agreement 

➢ Context:  BC/Canada’s Approach to Reconciliation 
➢ Lake Babine Nation 
➢ Previous Work with Lake Babine 
➢ What is the Foundation Agreement? 
➢ Topics to be included in the Foundation Agreement 
➢ Immediate Commitments 
➢ Agreement Milestones and Steps 
➢ Land Transfer Process 
➢ Next Steps and Contacts. 

 
Discussion took place in regard to: 

➢ Importance of communication 
➢ Requirement for discussions and understanding to move forward smoothly 
➢ Mr. McCarthy spoke of exploring ideas on moving forward with engagement 

o Northeast B.C. developed a roundtable with provincial agencies, Ministry of 
Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation and key leaders 

o Explore engagement options 
o All stakeholders need to be at the table in order to understand 
o Important for the average resident to be able to understand 
o Early engagement necessary 

➢ Land transfer  
o Crown Land Harvesting 
o Transferring land to fee simple  
o Crucial to negotiate land access  
o Make function for all people and users of the land 

➢ LBN wanting to use ownership of timber on the property to build stronger partnerships 
with the forest sector 

➢ LBN has not filed a Title Claim and prefer to negotiate an orderly transition 
➢ Encouraged open communication 
➢ Local Government capacity  

o Tax base is only option to build capacity 
o How does local government build capacity to participate in the process? 
o Revenue stream is needed to build capacity. 

➢ Gap between indigenous/non-indigenous peoples in Canada 
➢ Close the socioeconomic gap 
➢ Town Hall meeting in Granisle – Mr. McCarthy will work with Director McGuire over the 

next 3-4 months. 
 

Chair Thiessen thanked Ms. Glover and Mr. McCarthy for attending the meeting. 
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IN-CAMERA MOTION  Moved by Director Parker 
    Seconded by Director Layton 
 
2020-1-33 “In accordance with Section 90 of the Community Charter, it is 

the opinion of the Board of Directors that matters pertaining to 
Section 90(1)(c) – labour relations or other employee relations 
and 90(2)(b) - the consideration of information received and held 
in confidence relating to negotiations between the municipality 
and a provincial government or the federal government or both, 
or between a provincial government or the federal government or 
both and a third party (Resource Benefits Alliance) must/may be 
closed to the public therefore exercise their option of excluding 
the public for this meeting.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Break for In-Camera 1:50 p.m. 
 
Reconvened 3:10 p.m. 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
 
BC Natural Resources Forum Moved by Director McGuire 
January 28-30, 2020  Seconded by Director Playfair 
Prince George 
 
2020-1-34 “That Director Clint Lambert be approved to attend the BC 

Natural Resources Forum January 28-30, 2020 in Prince 
George, B.C. and further, that Director Brad Layton, Chair, 
RDBN Forestry Committee be approved to attend the scheduled 
meeting with the Honourable Doug Donaldson, Minister of 
Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural 
Development and “The Future of Forestry” event with Herb 
Hammond, Forest Ecologist, RPF, on January 29, 2020 in Prince 
George, B.C.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Fraser Basin Council Meeting Moved by Alternate Director Wray 
February 27, 2020   Seconded by Director Funk 
Vancouver, B.C. 
 
2020-1-35 “That Director Tom Greenaway be authorized to attend the 

Fraser Basin Council Meeting February 27, 2020 in Vancouver, 
B.C.” 

 
 Opposed:  Director Fisher  CARRIED 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)    
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SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA (CONT’D) 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Vanderhoof International  Moved by Director Petersen 
Airshow Letter of Support  Seconded by Director Layton 
Request 
 
2020-1-36 “That the Board provide a Letter of Support to the Vanderhoof 

Airshow for their 2020 Vanderhoof International Airshow 
application to the Arts and Culture intake of the Community 

Gaming Grants Program.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
2020 BUDGET PRESENTATION 
 
John Illes provided a PowerPoint Presentation 
 
The following was discussed: 

➢ $75,000 – spare bobcat – grant funding 
➢ Capital cost of Houston Recycling option to defer 
➢ Staffing costs 

o No surplus 
o Staff turnover/training costs/vacation payout 

➢ Building maintenance 
➢ Directors remuneration and supplies  

o Changes by Canada Revenue Agency (CRA) 
o Number of meetings increased in 2019 

▪ Value of conferences 
▪ Staff tracking rural directors travel expenses to be provided to the Board  

➢ Continue 2020 Budget Discussion’s at the February 6th Committee of the Whole Meeting 
➢ Schedule Rural/Agriculture Committee meeting prior to the Committee of the Whole 

Meeting on February 6th 
➢ Cost of Living increase. 

 
2020 Budget Presentation Moved by Director Layton 
 Seconded by Director Fisher 

 
2020-1-37 “That the surplus for Financial Administration, Electoral Area 

Planning, Development Services, 911 Service and Building 
Inspection be appropriated to Operational Reserves.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Dze L K’ant Friendship   Moved by Director Fisher 
Center Letter of Support  Seconded by Director Layton 
Request 
 
2020-1-38 “That the Board provide a Letter of Support to Dze L K’ant 

Friendship Center for their application to Northern Development 
Initiative Trust for funding to support a Commercial Kitchen 
Upgrade Project.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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NEW BUSINESS (CONT’D) 
 
Lakes District Rural    Moved by Director Fisher 
Endoscopy Working Group Seconded by Director Layton 
– Request for Letter of Support 
 
2020-1-39 “That the Board provide a Letter of Support in principal to the 

Lakes District Rural Endoscopy Working Group; and further, that 
any budget consideration be brought forward to the Stuart 
Nechako Regional Hospital District Board of Directors for 
consideration.” 
 

Opposed:  Alt. Director Wray CARRIED  
        Director Lambert 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  

 
ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director Layton 
    Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2020-1-40   “That the meeting be adjourned at 3:59 p.m.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
________________________   ___________________________________ 
Gerry Thiessen, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE MEETING 
 

Thursday, February 6, 2020 
 

PRESENT:  Chair  Gerry Thiessen 
   

Directors  Gladys Atrill 
Shane Brienen 
Mark Fisher 
Dolores Funk 
Tom Greenaway 
Clint Lambert 

  Brad Layton 
Linda McGuire 
Andrea Newell 
Mark Parker  
Jerry Petersen  
Bev Playfair  
Kim Watt-Senner 
 

Director  Michael Riis-Christianson, Electoral Area “B” (Burns Lake Rural)  
Absent    
  

  Staff   Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer 
    Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator 

John Illes, Chief Financial Officer  
Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services  
Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning  
Rory McKenzie, Director of Environmental Services  
Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
   

CALL TO ORDER   Chair Thiessen called the meeting to order at 11:12 a.m. 
 
AGENDA    Moved by Director Layton 
    Seconded by Director Playfair 
 
C.W.2020-2-1 “That the Agenda of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Committee of the Whole meeting of February 6, 2020 be 
received.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MINUTES 
 
Committee of the Whole  Moved by Director Parker 
Minutes – January 9, 2020  Seconded by Director Watt-Senner 
 
C.W.2020-2-2 “That the Committee of the Whole meeting minutes of January 9, 

2020 be approved.” 
  
    (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS 
 
1. Broadcasting Meetings 

➢ Provide an option to residents within the RDBN to view meetings 
➢ Public engagement 

• How engaged are residents  

• Value of investment 

• Minutes are requested once or twice per year 

• Determining number of people reviewing information on website 

• Limited number of people attend public meetings 
o May view online – no travel required 

➢ Facebook Live an option 

• Town of Smithers utilizes Facebook Live and a phone to record Town of 
Smithers Council meetings 

• Recorder is focused on the Town of Smithers Council as a whole 
➢ Fee options/budget funding  

• Staff time to implement and monitor 

• Complicated systems will have budget implications 

• Budget considerations to review potential options to prepare for future 
implementation of technology 

• Option - low cost pilot project  
➢ Pros and cons. 

 
Broadcasting Meetings  Moved by Director Fisher 
    Seconded by Director Layton 
 
C.W.2020-2-3 “That the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Board 

direct staff to conduct a pilot/test recording of a future RDBN 
meeting utilizing free technology; and further, that the test 
recording be brought forward to the Board for review.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
 
 
2. 2020 Budget and (January 23, 2020 Board Meeting) PowerPoint Presentation 
 
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer provided a brief overview. 
 
Discussion took place regarding: 

- Staffing 
o Economic Development Assistant Positions – Permanent 
o Sharing Bylaw Enforcement Officer with District of Houston 
o Retirement of Director of Environmental Services Position and the start of the 

new Director 
o Waste Coordinator Position 

▪ New Director to review  
o Agriculture Coordinator 
o Banked Vacation time 

▪ Staff utilizing banked vacation time 
o Staff providing a budget cost analysis to the Board when considering staffing 

positions and potential budget increases in dollars and percentages 
- CPI (Consumer Price Index) – 2.1% 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS (CONT’D) 
 
2020 Budget (Cont’d) 
 

- Current proposed tax increase  
- Options to reduce the proposed increase in taxation 
- Houston Recycling Centre for 2020 

o Discussed with Directors Brienen and Newell and District of Houston Chief 
Administrative Officer 

o Due to a number variables project could be delayed until 2021 
- RDBN debt repayments complete in 2020 
- Maintaining stable and level tax adjustments 
- Avoiding significant tax increases in the future 
- Other potential options to reduce taxation. 

 
Break for lunch at 12:02 p.m. 
 
Reconvened at 12:53 p.m. 
 
Discussion continued in regard to the following: 

- Landfill closure and post closure works/reserves 
o Reviewing long term costs 

- Reserves currently in place and the importance of building further reserves  
- Long term reserve planning 
- Northern Capital Planning Grant fully allocated. 

 
2020 Budget Change  Moved by Director Brienen 

Seconded by Director Newell 
 
C.W.2020-2-4 “That the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Board 

direct staff to remove the capital cost for the Houston Recycling 
Centre from the 2020 Budget and revisit in 2021” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Bylaw Enforcement Officer Position  
 
Discussion took place in regard to: 

- Increased need for bylaw enforcement 
- Direction provided by the Board for staff to move forward with potentially partnering with 

municipalities for a Bylaw Enforcement Officer 
- Consideration on a case by case and cost recovery basis, staff time permitting, 

assistance may be provided to other municipalities 
- Cost breakdown of the position 
- Continue moving forward with the Bylaw Enforcement Officer Position. 

 
Revenue/cost recovery 

- Solid waste revenue from pipeline camps 
o Consider the potential cost for future landfill development due to increased 

volumes of camp waste 
- Revenue for 2020 based on 2019 
- Will be a potential increase in revenue – not yet determined 
- Clearview and Knockholt Landfills can take camp waste 
- Tax assessment and revenue for camps 

o 2021 will provide an estimate of potential tax assessments for camps 
- Traffic flow numbers at RDBN Landfills and Transfer Stations have been accumulated 

o Consultants are currently completing the report 
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DISCUSSION ITEMS (CONT’D) 
 
2020 Budget (Cont’d) 
 

- Metal salvaging at RDBN Landfills and Transfer Stations 
o Increase of metal at sites due to the banning of salvaging 

- Waste Diversion Coordinator 
- Implementing Tipping Fees 

o Costs to implement tipping fees 
o Tipping fees equals less waste potentially 
o Illegal dumping. 

 
2020 Budget    Moved by Director Lambert 

Seconded by Director Playfair 
 

C.W.2020-2-5 “That the Committee of the Whole recommend that the Board 
direct staff to bring forward the 2020 budget for first and second 
reading at the February 20th Board meeting.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
Recycle BC -Letter  Director Layton mentioned that the Village of Telkwa and Town  
RE:  Consolidation  of Smithers has provided a letter indicating that it will not be  
in the western Portion of  transporting recycling to Terrace for consolidation. Staff will 
the RDBN follow up with the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change 

Strategy.  Discussion took place in regard to determining a 
specific ask from the Minister of Environment and Climate 
Change Strategy. 

 
 Director Layton indicated that the Village of Telkwa is developing 

a media release in regard to the issue. 
 
Electoral Area “A” (Smithers Director Fisher brought forward a request from a resident in  
Rural) – Tax Assessment  Electoral Area “A” (Smithers Rural) for a letter of support in  
Concern regard to their increased tax assessment notice and BC 

Assessment not having adequate staffing to assess land and 
improvements in the region accurately.  Discussion took place in 
regard to BC Assessment’s assessment and appeal process and 
bringing forward the issue to UBCM.  Staff will invite BC 
Assessment to a future RDBN Meeting. 

 
ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director Playfair 
    Seconded by Director Layton 
 
C.W.2020-2-6   “That the meeting be adjourned at 1:42 p.m.”                        
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

 
 
 
_______________________________  ___________________________________ 
Gerry Thiessen, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant   
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

RURAL/AGRICULTURE COMMITTEE MEETING 
 

Thursday, February 6, 2020 
 

PRESENT: Chair  Mark Parker 
 

Directors Mark Fisher 
    Tom Greenaway  

Clint Lambert  
Andrea Newell  
Jerry Petersen 
Gerry Thiessen  

 
Director  Michael Riis-Christianson, Electoral Area “B” (Burns Lake Rural) 
Absent 

 
Staff  Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer 

Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief – arrived at 9:34 a.m 
Debbie Evans, Agriculture Coordinator – left at 9:27 a.m. 
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer 
Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services 
Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning  
Rory McKenzie, Director of Environmental Services – arrived at 9:12 
a.m. 
Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 

 
Others Penny Anquish, Chief Operating Officer, Northern Interior Health Service 

Delivery Area, Northern Health - arrived at 9:43 a.m. 
Dolores Funk, Village of Burns Lake - left at 9:15 a.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER  Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 9:02 a.m. 
 
AGENDA   Moved by Director Petersen 

Seconded by Director Fisher 
 
RDC.2020-2-1   “That the Rural/Agriculture Committee Agenda for February 6, 2020 be 

approved.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MINUTES 
 
Rural Directors Committee Moved by Director Lambert 
Meeting Minutes  Seconded by Director Newell 
-January 9, 2019 
 
RDC.2020-2-2   “That the minutes of the Rural Directors Committee meeting of 

January 9, 2020 be received.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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AGRICULTURE CORRESPONDENCE 
 

Ministry of Agriculture Policy Intentions Paper Residential Flexibility in the ALR 
- Staff provided a brief overview  
- No change as of yet concerning regulations regarding gravel  
- Providing a thank you letter to the Ministry of Agriculture  

o Including the positive impact to succession and long-term planning for farms  
o Staff will bring forward a letter at a future Board Meeting 

- Opportunity to provide feedback through the Ministry of Agriculture’s website 
- RDBN Zoning Bylaw  

o Housing under H1 zoning 
o Bare land strata. 

 
More Help for B.C. Farmers when they Need it Most 

- Staff provided an overview of the Ministry of Agriculture’s January 30, 2020 News Release in 
regard to “More Help for B.C. Farmers when they Need it Most” 
o Ministry staff indicated that the program will not jeopardize Agri-Recovery Programs that are 

reviewed on a case by case basis during emergency events 
- More education is required in regard to Ministry Programs 
- Concerns in regard to the amount of paperwork required for Ministry Programs 
- Advocating for streamlining information/application processes and providing educational 

webinars. 
 

Agriculture Correspondence Moved by Director Lambert 
    Seconded by Director Greenaway 
 
RDC.2020-2-3   “That the following Agriculture Correspondence be received: 

-Ministry of Agriculture Policy Intentions Paper Residential Flexibility in 
the ALR 
-Ministry of Agriculture – Supporting B.C. Farmers Public Engagement – 
“What we Heard” Report.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
AGRICULTURE DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
Agriculture Update – Verbal Report – Chair Parker 
 
- Agriculture Save the Date Events provided by staff 
- Agriculture Community Meeting – Water Sustainability Act in Vanderhoof on February 5th was 

cancelled  
o The meeting will be rescheduled 
o Chair Parker will provide an update when the meeting is rescheduled. 

 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT (Rural Directors) 
 
Crown Land Application Referrals 
 
Crown Land Application   Moved by Director Greenaway 
Referral 7410116 (Blue Jay Seconded by Director Fisher 
Farm) – Electoral Area “C” 
 
RDC.2020-2-4 “That the Comment Sheet for Crown Land Application Referral 7410116 

be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments on 
Crown Land application 7410116; as amended to include asking the 
province to consider the agriculture capacity of the land in their decision 
making process.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Crown Land Application Referrals (Cont’d) 
 
Crown Land Application   Moved by Director Greenaway 
Referral 7410117 (TBT  Seconded by Director Lambert 
Enterprises) – Electoral Area “C” 
 
RDC.2020-2-5 “That the Comment Sheet for Crown Land Application Referral 7410117 

be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments on 
Crown Land application 7410117.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Crown Land Application   Moved by Director Greenaway 
Referral 7409873 (BC Hydro Seconded by Director Petersen 
Takla Lake) – Electoral Area “C” 
 
RDC.2020-2-6 “That the Comment Sheet for Crown Land Application Referral 7409873 

be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments on 
Crown Land application 7409873.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Crown Land Application   Moved by Director Fisher 
Referral 6409180 (BC Hydro) Seconded by Director Greenaway 
– Electoral Area “A” 
 
RDC.2020-2-7 “That the Comment Sheet for Crown Land Application Referral 6409180 

be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments on 
Crown Land application 6409180.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Mines Application    Moved by Director Greenaway 
Referral 1640462-202001 Seconded by Director Lambert 
(Kwanika Copper Corp) 
 
RDC.2020-2-8 “That the Comment Sheet for Mines Application Referral 1640462-

202001 be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments 
on Mines application 1640462-202001.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
RURAL REPORTS  
 
Protective Services – Rescind and/or New Bylaws    
 
“RDBN Electoral Area “D” Emergency Extrication Service Area Establishment Bylaw No. 1516, 2009 
- Remain in place until Budget 2020 is complete 
- Rescind By-law No. 1516 and establish an Electoral Area Service Bylaw to be undertaken in 2020 

and approved prior to the 2021 budget 
 
“RDBN Electoral Area “C” (Fort St. James Rural) Road Rescue Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw  
No. 1651, 2012 
- Remain in place until Budget 2020 is complete 
- Rescind By-law No. 1651 and establish an Electoral Area Service Bylaw to be undertaken in 2020 

and approved prior to the 2021 budget 
- Further discussion required 
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RURAL REPORTS  (CONT’D) 
 
“Topley Rural Road Rescue and Medical First Responders Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1745, 2015” 
- Remain in place until Budget 2020 is complete 
- Electoral Area “G” (Houston Rural) in coming Director to review 
- Potentially rescind and review other options to be undertaken in 2020 and approved prior to the 2021 

budget 
- Further discussion required 
 
“Electoral Area “A” Emergency Response Contribution Local Service Amendment Bylaw No. 853, 1995 
- Remain in place 
- Continue to review options 
- Further discussion required 
 
Staff will follow-up with Electoral Area Directors. 
 
Electoral Area Allocation of Moved by Director Petersen 
Federal Gas Tax Funds   Seconded by Director Greenaway 
Fourth Quarter 2019 
 
RDC.2020-2-9 “That the Rural/Agriculture Committee receive the Accounting Clerk 2’s 

January 24, 2020 memo titled “Electoral Area Allocation of Federal Gas 
Tax Funds Fourth Quarter 2019.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
RURAL DISCUSSION ITEM 
 
2020 Rural Budget 
 
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer mentioned that he is currently awaiting some municipal budgets.   
 
Topics considered and discussed: 
- Rural Directors unscheduled Travel – Rural Legislative 
- Building Numbering 
- Unsightly Premises 

o Included 2020 Draft Budget sharing of a Bylaw Enforcement position with the District of 
Houston 

o $30,000 added to staff costs in each of the Electoral Area (Rural) planning budget and 
the Unsightly Premises budget 

o Budget includes all anticipated costs 
o Electoral Area “E” (Francois/Ootsa Lake Rural) will not participate 

- Northwest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC) – is interested in starting a new program and is requesting 
an additional $12,000 above 2019 Budgeted amount 

- Potential Electoral Area increase of 8.2% 
- Potential Municipal increase of 7.1% 
- Determining a tax increase threshold 
- Cost of living increase 
- First Responders Café 

o Working with RDBN Economic Development department to determine potential grant 
funding 

o Encouraged to discuss with municipalities if wanting to provide a First Responder Café 
within municipalities 

o Potential for further discussion during budget discussions. 
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Rural/Agriculture Committee  
February 6, 2020 
Page 5 of 5 

 
ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director Newell 

Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
RDC.2020-2-10   “That the meeting be adjourned 9:56 a.m.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
____________________________                               _________________________________ 
Mark Parker, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
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File No. 2280 03 06 01 

 
TO:  RBA Members  
 
FROM:  Kris Boland, RBA Project Manager 
 
DATE:  February 5, 2020 
 
RE:  RBA Update 
   
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
 

This report is provided for information only. 

 

BACKGROUND: 

This report provides an update on recent events and activities pertaining to the Northwest BC 
Resource Benefits Alliance (the “RBA”). This report is being distributed to all 21 local government 
members of the RBA. The RBA Project Manager will attend each of the member-regional district 
meetings in February 2020, to address any questions that the regional district boards or 
municipal councils may have, as follows: 

• Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako, February 20, 2020 

• North Coast Regional District, February 21, 2020 

• Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine, February 28, 2020 

 

DISCUSSION AND ANALYSIS: 

Provincial Government Update 

Staff at the Ministry of Finance and Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing are currently 
reviewing the RBA’s recently published Infrastructure Needs Analysis Report for Northwest BC 
Local Governments. This review is intended to wrap up in February 2020. Following this review, 
Ministry staff are expected to carry out an internal analysis of RBA members’ financial capacity. 
The outcome of these reviews will be brought to an executive meeting of the provincial 
government for consideration and direction as to how to move forward with some form of revenue 
sharing agreement. The executive meeting is expected to occur towards the end of March 2020.  

 

January 29, 2020 Meeting with Premier Horgan and the RBA Steering Committee 

The RBA Steering Committee and the RBA Project Manager had a 30-minute meeting with 
Premier Horgan in Prince George at the BC Natural Resources Forum on January 29, 2020. 
Premier Horgan also invited Bruce Ralston, Minister of Energy, Mines and Petroleum 

Staff Report 
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Resources, and Michelle Carr, Assistant Deputy Minister for the LNG Canada Implementation 
Secretariat.  

The meeting was intended as an informal conversation to ensure we remain on track to meet 
the Premier’s commitment to get an agreement in place within the current term of government. 
The meeting was positive, and the message was consistent with the commitment that was made 
at the September 2019 UBCM Convention. The Premier reiterated the March 2020 decision 
point that Ministry staff are working towards. At this point, staff are not clear on what future 
activities would take place following the March 2020 decision point in order to work towards an 
agreement.  

 

2019 Financial Results 

Preliminary results indicate that total expenditures on the RBA project in 2019 were $343,353, 
as compared to an approved budget of $770,000. These expenditures include project 
management costs, the preparation of the Infrastructure Needs Analysis Report for Northwest 
BC Local Governments by CitySpaces Consulting Ltd., as well as miscellaneous costs including 
communications, meetings and travel. Further details will be provided at the next RBA 
Committee meeting.  

 

Provisional 2020 Budget 

A provisional 2020 budget for the RBA has been prepared and reviewed with the RBA Steering 
Committee. Staff have requested that each of the three regional districts include the same base 
amount of funding that was included in the 2019 budget ($420,000 in total), as well as carrying-
forward the unspent amount of Northern Capital and Planning Grant funds that were approved 
in April 2019 towards the Infrastructure Needs Analysis Report for Northwest BC Local 
Governments.  

The provisional 2020 budget includes over $200,000 of the $420,000 base amount that is not 
currently committed to any activities, however there is currently some uncertainty as to what 
activities might be required following the provincial government’s March decision point. Further 
details will be provided at the next RBA Committee meeting.  

 

Northwest BC Regional Exports and Provincial Revenue Analysis 

On February 4, 2020, the RBA Steering Committee approved spending of up to $36,425 to 
prepare a Northwest BC Regional Exports and Provincial Revenue Analysis. Vann Struth 
Consulting Group has been selected to carry out this analysis. Vann Struth has over 20 years’ 
experience in preparing various kinds of economic analysis and was also a sub-consultant to 
CitySpaces on the RBA’s Infrastructure Needs Analysis Report for Northwest BC Local 
Governments.  

The concept of analyzing the amount of revenue generated from the RBA region for the 
provincial government has been discussed by the RBA many times in the past, and forms part 
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of the collaborative research plan that was agreed to with the provincial government in 2018. 
The scope with Vann Struth was expanded to also include an analysis of the export value 
generated in the region, which is a key aspect of BC’s overall economic performance given that 
a large portion of the province’s export value is derived from natural resources. This export 
analysis is based on a similar report that was prepared for the Peace River region in 2014, for 
which they are also considering a current update. This report is intended to give the RBA solid 
evidence in terms of the amount of economic value for the province that is generated in 
Northwest BC. The report is expected to be complete by late-spring/early-summer 2020. 

 

Next RBA Committee Meeting 

The RBA Steering Committee has called the next RBA Committee meeting for March 20, 2020, 
to coincide with the Northwest Regional Hospital District meeting schedule. The main topic of 
discussion will be the RBA’s internal allocation formula. The RBA’s CAO Advisory Group is 
scheduled to meet on February 14, 2020 to review the allocation formula and determine options 
that would be presented for the RBA Committee’s consideration.   

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 

There are no financial implications directly associated with this report.  

 

 

__________________________________________ 

Prepared by: Kris Boland, RBA Project Manager 
 

 
 

______________________________________________ 
Approved by: Ron Poole, RDKS CAO 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

       
TO:        Regional District Board and Cheryl Anderson, Corporate Officer  

FROM:  Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning and Steve Davis, Building Inspector 

DATE:  January 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Section 57 Notice on Title – 135 Prairie Rd. 
Block P, DL 2531, Range 5, Coast District, Electoral Area A  

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. That the Chair provide the property owners with an opportunity to be heard by the 
Board, if present. 

 

2. That the Board confirm the recommendations of the Building Inspector and pass the 
attached resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in the Land Title 
Office for the property at Block P, DL 2531, Range 5, Coast District (135 Prairie Rd). 

 

VOTING 
 

All Directors / Majority  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Several buildings have been constructed without 
the benefit of the required building permits or 
inspections at Block P, DL 2531, Range 5, Coast 
District (135 Prairie Rd.) located 6 km west of the 
Town of Smithers on Hudson Bay Mountain in the 
Prairie Village. 
 
This report is recommending that notice be placed 
on title to advise interested parties that there are 
outstanding issues relating to “Regional District of 
Bulkley Nechako Building Bylaw 1634, 2012.” 
 
 
Reviewed by;      Written by;  
 
        ___________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn     Steve Davis 
Director of Planning     Building Inspector 
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DISCUSSION 
 
The following is a summary of the situation: 

 
 

July 2016 

In 2016, during an inventory of development at the Hudson’s Bay Mountain Prairie Village, it 
was noted that two yurts and several accessory buildings had been constructed without the 
required Building Permits. 
 

     
 
November 1, 2016 

A letter (attached) was sent to the property owner informing them of the need for a building 
permit for construction on the property.   
 
January 23, 2019 

It was noticed that a third yurt, in addition to the two previously constructed yurts, had been 
constructed without the required building permit.  A stop Work Order was placed on the 
structures and a letter (attached) was sent to the property owners regarding the need for a 
building permit. 
 
February 20, 2019 

A meeting was held at the RDBN office with a property owner.   The Building Code violations, 
building bylaw violations, and zoning bylaw violations were discussed.  In accordance with the 
RDBN’s zoning regulations only one seasonal dwelling is permitted, and buildings are too close 
to property lines. 
 
It was discussed that Ms. Mulder submit the building permit application with the supporting 
documentation, as well as a rezoning and a development variance permit application to deal 
with the zoning issues. 
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July 25, 2019 

An application was not received from the property owners.  Therefore, staff sent a letter dated 
July 17th, 2020 and undertook a site visit to better understand the situation.  Several notable 
building code violations were apparent. 
 

   
 
August 11, 2019 

The Building Inspector received a letter (attached) from a property owner with a site plan.  The 
letter questioned whether the buildings and their use were contrary to zoning.   
 
August 19, 2019 

The Director of Planning sent a letter (attached) to the property owners explaining the zoning 
bylaw contraventions and asking for immediate steps to be taken to bring the property into 
compliance with RDBN Bylaws.   
 
October 14, 2019 

After numerous emails back and forth with Ms. Mulder, a building permit application was 
received by the building inspector.  The permit was missing key documentation and was only 
for the platforms to support the yurts, not for the yurts themselves. 
 
October 15, 2019 

An email (attached) was sent to Ms. Mulder outlining the deficiencies of the building permit 
application. 
 
November 7, 2019 

A meeting was held at the RDBN with a property owner to discuss the outstanding issues.  After 
the discussion, Ms. Mulder submitted a letter withdrawing her building permit application, as it 
appeared it was going to be too difficult to meet all of the building code and zoning 
requirements for the permit to be issued.  The next steps of enforcement were explained to 
her, including the notice on title. 
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NOTICE ON TITLE 
 
“Regional District of Bulkley Nechako Building Bylaw 1634, 2012” states that: 

6.1 No person shall commence or continue any work related to the construction, erection, 
replacement, reconstruction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition, of a building or 
change the occupancy of any building or structure unless a valid and subsisting building 
permit has been issued by a building official for the work. 

6.4. No person shall occupy or use any building, structure or part thereof without an occupancy 
permit issued by a building official. 

6.5. No person shall occupy or use a building, structure or part thereof contrary to the terms of 
any building permit, notice, order or certificate issued under this bylaw. 

 
Under section 57 of the Community Charter, which applies to regional districts, the Regional 
District Board may direct the Corporate Officer to file a notice on title of a property that serves 
to inform any interested persons that there are certain issues with a structure (or structures) on 
the property. 
 
The Community Charter requires the following with respect to the filing of a notice on title: 

• The Building Inspector for the Regional District must provide a recommendation in 
writing to the Corporate Officer that the Regional District Board consider a resolution 
directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in the land title office stating that a 
resolution relating to the non-compliance of the property to the BC Building Code and 
the Regional District’s Building Bylaw has been made, and further information about it 
may be inspected at the Regional District offices.  This report serves as the written 
recommendation from the Building Inspector to the Corporate Officer.  

• The Corporate Officer must give notice to the registered owner of the land to which the 
recommendation relates that the Board will be considering a recommendation that 
notice be placed on title pursuant to Section 57 of the Community Charter, and 
subsequently place the matter before the Regional District Board for consideration.  This 
notice has been given to the property owner by the Building Inspector on behalf of the 
Corporate officer.  

• Once the Regional District Board has provided the Building Inspector and the owner 
with an opportunity to be heard, the Board may confirm the recommendations of the 
Building Inspector and pass a resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in 
the land title office.  

• The RDBN must then ensure that all public records relating to the resolution and the 
reason for the resolution are available for public view. 

 
If the property owner provides the missing information, and completes the building permit 
process, the Section 57 Notice can be removed from title.   
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RESOLUTION REGARDING NOTICE ON TITLE  

 
WHEREAS: 
 

1. The Building Inspector has submitted to this Board a report dated October 1, 2019, (the 
“Report”) regarding the buildings situated on Block P, DL 2531, Range 5, Coast District, 
135 Prairie Rd. (the “Land”) and that he discovered that construction of buildings had  
occurred on the Land without a permit required under Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Building Bylaw No. 1634, 2012, section 6.1; 

 
2. The Building Inspector has requested that the Board confirm his recommendations and 

pass a resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice on title at the Land Title 
Office under Section 57 of the Community Charter; and 

 
3. The Corporate Officer notified Jared Lalik, Robyn Mulder, and Jennifer Mulder, the 

registered owners of the Land, in accordance with section 57 of the Community Charter. 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. The Report and the recommendations of the Building Inspector are accepted and 
confirmed by this Board, and; 

 
2. The Corporate Officer shall file a notice in the Land Title Office stating that a Resolution 

has been passed under section 57 of the Community Charter by this Board relating to 
land legally described as Block P, DL 2531, Range 5, Coast District (135 Prairie Rd). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

       
 

TO:        Corporate Officer and Regional District Board  

FROM:  Steve Davis, Building Inspector 

DATE:  January 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Section 57 Notice on Title - 46550 Marsolais Drive 
Lot 13, DL 4973, Cariboo District, Plan 25016, Electoral Area F   

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
1. That the Chair provide the property owners with an opportunity to be heard by the Board, if 

present. 

2. That the Board confirm the recommendations of the Building Inspector and pass the 
attached resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in the Land Title Office 
for the property at 46550 Marsolais Drive. 

 
VOTING 
 
All Directors / Majority  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
A new foundation for an existing building, and an 
addition to the building were constructed without the 
benefit of the required building permits or inspections at 
46550 Marsolais Drive (Lot 13, DL 4973, Cariboo District, 
Plan 25016). 
 
This report recommends that a notice be placed on title 
to advise interested parties that there are outstanding 
issues relating to “Regional District of Bulkley Nechako 
Building Bylaw 1634, 2012.” 

 
Reviewed by; Reviewed by:       Written by:      

 
___________________________   ________________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn     Steve Davis 
Director of Planning     Building Inspector 
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DISCUSSION: 
 
The following is a summary of the situation. 
 
October 27, 2018 

A public complaint led to the discovery that a new foundation and addition (including a deck) 
had been built on the subject property without a building permit.  A sewage holding tank had 
also been constructed and plumbing added to the dwelling without a permit from the RDBN or 
Northern Health.  A Stop Work Notice was placed on the house.  A letter (attached) was 
delivered to the house and mailed to the owner outlining the need for a building permit. 

 

     
 
 
November 23, 2018 

The previous property owner Colin Kinsley contacted the Building Inspector by phone and 
promised to take care of the building permit with the help of his son, Chad Kinsley.  An email 
was sent to the property owner with a copy of the building permit application form.  No 
Response was received. 
 
December 11, 2018 

A second letter was delivered to the house and mailed to the owner.  The letter (attached) 
stated that further action would be taken, which could include filing a notice on title. 
 
December 11, 2018 

An email was received from the property caretaker asking that any correspondence be sent to 
the owner’s son, Chad Kinsley.  A copy of the Stop Work Order and October 26th letter were 
emailed to Chad Kinsley along with a copy of aBuilding Permit Application. 
 
December 27, 2018 

An incomplete building permit application was received by the RDBN. 
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January 2, 2019 

The Building Inspector sent an email (attached) to the property owner and Chad Kinsley, with a 
list of the documentation required to complete the application. This included the need for a 
valid permit from Northern Health to construct a sewage disposal system. 
 
January 30, 2019 

An email was sent to Chad Kinsley letting him know that the building permit on file for the 
dwelling from 1981 specifically stated that no water was to be supplied to the cabin, including 
no indoor plumbing. It was reconfirmed that a permit for the recently installed holding tank 
would be required from Northern Health as part of the building permit process. 
 
March 1, 2019 

The son of the property owner provided an email with some of the documentation required for 
the application, including truss drawings and a sketch of the new footings.  The building 
inspector’s email response (attached) outlines some of the missing information.  
 
June 17, 2019 

An email (attached) was sent to Chad Kinsley reminding him that the majority of information 
necessary to process the Building Permit application has not been provided. 
 
July 10 and 30, 2019 

Emails (attached) were sent to the Building Inspector from Chad Kinsley saying that an 
engineers had been retained to write an engineering report, and deal with the sewage disposal 
issues. He also re-submitted the truss drawings. 
 
August 2, 2019 

Ownership of the property transferred from Colin Kinsley to Chad and Liane Karren Kinsley. 
 
September 27, 2019 

An email (attached) was sent to Chad Kinsley requesting the missing information.  
 
November 29, 2019 

An email was received from Chad Kinsley containing some information from the engineer.  
 
December 2, 2019 

An email (attached) was sent to Chad Kinsley outlining the missing information. 
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January 14, 2020 

A phone call was made to Chad Kinsley outlining the need for immediate action to complete the 
application.  A follow -up email requesting the required documentation was also sent to Chad 
Kinsley.  No response was received. 
 
January 27, 2020 

Notice (attached) was sent to the property owners informing them that the Board would be 
considering the Building Inspector’s recommendation for a notice on title, and that they may 
provide representations to the RDBN Board in writing or at the Regional District Board meeting 
concerning the matter. 

 
NOTICE ON TITLE 
 
“Regional District of Bulkley Nechako Building Bylaw 1634, 2012” states that: 

6.1 No person shall commence or continue any work related to the construction, erection, 
replacement, reconstruction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition, of a building or 
change the occupancy of any building or structure unless a valid and subsisting building 
permit has been issued by a building official for the work. 

6.4. No person shall occupy or use any building, structure or part thereof without an occupancy 
permit issued by a building official. 

6.5. No person shall occupy or use a building, structure or part thereof contrary to the terms of 
any building permit, notice, order or certificate issued under this bylaw. 

 
Under section 57 of the Community Charter, which applies to regional districts, the Regional 
District Board may direct the Corporate Officer to file a notice on title of a property that serves 
to inform any interested persons that there are certain issues with a structure (or structures) on 
the property. 
 
The Community Charter requires the following with respect to the filing of a notice on title: 

• The Building Inspector for the Regional District must provide a recommendation in writing 
to the Corporate Officer that the Regional District Board consider a resolution directing the 
Corporate Officer to file a notice in the land title office stating that a resolution relating to 
the non compliance of the property to the BC Building Code and the Regional District’s 
Building Bylaw has been made, and further information about it may be inspected at the 
Regional District offices.  This report serves as the written recommendation from the 
Building Inspector to the Corporate Officer.  

• The Corporate Officer must give notice to the registered owner of the land to which the 
recommendation relates that the Board will be considering a recommendation that notice 
be placed on title pursuant to Section 57 of the Community Charter, and subsequently place 
the matter before the Regional District Board for consideration.  This notice has been given 
to the property owner by the Building Inspector on behalf of the Corporate officer.  
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• Once the Regional District Board has provided the Building Inspector and the owner with an 
opportunity to be heard, the Board may confirm the recommendations of the Building 
Inspector and pass a resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in the land 
title office.  

• The RDBN must then ensure that public records relating to the resolution and the reason for 
the resolution are available for public view. 

 
 
At the time of the writing of this report the Building Permit application is missing the following 
key information. 

1.  The covenants registered on the Certificate of Title. These include Covenant 021987 and 
Restrictive Covenant R11408.  

2.  A valid permit to construct a sewage disposal system for the building; or evidence that an 
Authorized Person has filed plans and specifications pursuant to section 8 of the B.C. 
Sewage Regulations.  

3.  A site plan, indicating setbacks from property lines, roads, adjacent buildings, and bodies of 
water / watercourses.  

4.  Building plans, drawn to scale, and specifications (as applicable) with a stamp and seal from 
an engineer, to detail the scope of the project.   These include: 
i) foundation plan,  
ii) floor plans of each level, including proposed and / or existing uses of all rooms,  
iii) exterior elevations, and  
iv) cross sections showing all structural details and finishes.  

 
If the property owner provides the missing information, and completes the building permit 
process, the Section 57 Notice can be removed from title.   
 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING NOTICE ON TITLE  

 
WHEREAS: 
 
1. The Building Inspector has submitted to this Board a report dated January 20, 2020, (the 

“Report”) regarding the buildings situated at Lot 13, DL 4973, Cariboo District, Plan 25016 -
46550 Marsolais Drive (the “Land”) and that he discovered that construction of buildings 
and structures occurred on the Land without a permit required under Regional District of 
Bulkley-Nechako Building Bylaw No. 1634, 2012, section 6.1; 

 
2. The Building Inspector has requested that the Board confirm his recommendations and pass 

a resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice on title at the Land Title Office 
under Section 57 of the Community Charter; and 
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3. The Corporate Officer notified Chad and Liane Kinsley, the registered owners of the Land in 
accordance with Section 57 of the Community Charter. 

 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 
1. The Report and the recommendations of the Building Inspector are accepted and confirmed 

by this Board, and; 
 
2. The Corporate Officer shall file a notice in the Land Title Office stating that a Resolution has 

been passed under Section 57 of the Community Charter by this Board relating to land 
legally described as Lot 13, DL 4973, Cariboo District, Plan 25016, (46550 Marsolais Drive). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

       
 

TO:        Regional District Board and Cheryl Anderson, Corporate Officer   

FROM:  Steve Davis, Building Inspector 

DATE:  January 21, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Section 57 Notice on Title - 1755 Meier Rd. 
Lot 5, DL 1423, Cariboo District, Plan PGP47307, Electoral Area F  

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. That the Chair provide the property owners with an opportunity to be heard by the 
Board, if present. 

2. That the Board confirm the recommendations of the Building Inspector and pass the 
attached resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in the Land Title 
Office for the property at Title Lot 5, DL 1423, Cariboo District, Plan PGP47307 (1755 
Meier Rd.) 
 

VOTING 
 

All Directors / Majority  
 
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

 
A building was constructed without the benefit of 
the required building permit or inspections at 
1755 Meier Rd (Lot 5, DL 1423, Cariboo District, 
Plan PGP47307).  
 
This report recommends that a notice be placed 
on title to advise interested parties that there are 
outstanding issues relating to “Regional District of 
Bulkley Nechako Building Bylaw 1634, 2012.” 
 
 
Reviewed by;    Written by;     
        ___________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn     Steve Davis 
Director of Planning     Building Inspector 
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DISCUSSION: 
 
The following is a summary of the situation. 
 
June 7, 2019 

A new dwelling on the subject property was noticed by the building inspector. The building 
inspector met with Brandy Harms, the property tenant, on the property, and informed her of 
the need for a building permit in order to construct a dwelling. A copy of the building permit 
application was given to Ms. Harms. She was asked to stop construction of the dwelling until a 
building permit was approved. Ms. Harms was already living in the dwelling. 
 
June 11, 2019  

A Stop Work Order letter was mailed to the property owner by registered mail. The letter 
(attached) informed the owner of the need for a building permit for the new dwelling being 
constructed at her property. 

 
June 12, 2019  

A copy of the Stop Work Order was placed on the dwelling, along with a copy of the letter.   
 

      
 
June 13, 2019 

The June 11th registered letter was picked up, but no response was received. 
 
September 20, 2019 

Another registered letter (attached) was sent to the property owner requesting that she take 
action to obtain the required building permit.  The letter raised the possibility of a notice on 
title pursuant to Section 57 of the Community Charter if a building permit was not obtained.   
 
September 26, 2019 

The September 19th letter was picked up on September 26, 2019.  No response was received. 
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October 2, 2019 

Notice was sent to the property owner that the Board will be considering a request to register 
a notice on title of the subject property at their October 24th, 2019 meeting.   
 
October 24, 2019 

The RDBN Board received a staff report from the Building Inspector and directed staff to place 
a notice on title.  Staff subsequently realized that the street address on the October 2nd notice 
letter was incorrect.  To ensure procedural fairness staff made the decision to resend the 
notice and ask the Board to pass anther motion directing staff to place the notice on title. 
 
January 27, 2020 

Notice (attached) was sent to the property owner informing her that the Board would be 
considering the Building Inspector’s recommendation for a notice on title, and that he or a 
representative may provide representations to the RDBN Board in writing or at the Regional 
District Board concerning the matter.  This notice was mailed and delivered to the subject 
property. 
 
NOTICE ON TITLE 
 
“Regional District of Bulkley Nechako Building Bylaw 1634, 2012” states that: 

6.1 No person shall commence or continue any work related to the construction, erection, 
replacement, reconstruction, alteration, repair, moving or demolition, of a building or 
change the occupancy of any building or structure unless a valid and subsisting building 
permit has been issued by a building official for the work. 

6.4. No person shall occupy or use any building, structure or part thereof without an occupancy 
permit issued by a building official. 

6.5. No person shall occupy or use a building, structure or part thereof contrary to the terms of 
any building permit, notice, order or certificate issued under this bylaw. 

 
Under section 57 of the Community Charter, which applies to regional districts, the Regional 
District Board may direct the Corporate Officer to file a notice on title of a property that serves 
to inform any interested persons that there are certain issues with a structure (or structures) 
on the property. 
 
The Community Charter requires the following with respect to the filing of a notice on title: 

• The Building Inspector for the Regional District must provide a recommendation in 
writing to the Corporate Officer that the Regional District Board consider a resolution 
directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice in the land title office stating that a 
resolution relating to the non compliance of the property to the BC Building Code and 
the Regional District’s Building Bylaw has been made, and further information about it 
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may be inspected at the Regional District offices.  This report serves as the written 
recommendation from the Building Inspector to the Corporate Officer.  

• The Corporate Officer must give notice to the registered owner of the land to which the 
recommendation relates that the Board will be considering a recommendation that 
notice be placed on title pursuant to Section 57 of the Community Charter, and 
subsequently place the matter before the Regional District Board for consideration.  
This notice has been given to the property owner by the Building Inspector on behalf of 
the Corporate officer.  

• Once the Regional District Board has provided the Building Inspector and the owner 
with an opportunity to be heard, the Board may confirm the recommendations of the 
Building Inspector and pass a resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice 
in the land title office.  

• The RDBN must then ensure that all public records relating to the resolution and the 
reason for the resolution are available for public view. 

 
If the property owner provides the missing information, and completes the building permit 
process, the Section 57 Notice can be removed from title.   
 
 
RESOLUTION REGARDING NOTICE ON TITLE  

 
WHEREAS: 
 

1. The Building Inspector has submitted to this Board a report dated October 1, 2019, (the 
“Report”) regarding the buildings situated at Lot 5, DL 1423, Cariboo District, Plan 
PGP47307 - 1755 Meier Rd. (the “Land”) and that he discovered that construction of a 
building had  occurred on the Land without a permit required under Regional District of 
Bulkley-Nechako Building Bylaw No. 1634, 2012, section 6.1; 

 
2. The Building Inspector has requested that the Board confirm his recommendations and 

pass a resolution directing the Corporate Officer to file a notice on title at the Land Title 
Office under Section 57 of the Community Charter; and 

 
3. The Corporate Officer notified Carol Zigler, the registered owner of the Land, in 

accordance with section 57 of the Community Charter. 
 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. The Report and the recommendations of the Building Inspector are accepted and 
confirmed by this Board, and; 
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2. The Corporate Officer shall file a notice in the Land Title Office stating that a Resolution 
has been passed under section 57 of the Community Charter by this Board relating to 
land legally described as Lot 5, DL 1423, Cariboo District, Plan PGP47307 (1755 Meier 
Rd). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  

FROM:  Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner I 

DATE:  February 3, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Temporary Use Permit Renewal Application for A-01-17 (B&A Rentals Ltd.) 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Regional District Board renew Temporary Use Permit A-01-17 for the property 
legally described as ‘Lot A, Section 17, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District, Plan PRP 12817’ 
for three years or upon expiry of ALC approvals, whichever comes first. 

 
VOTING 

All Directors / Majority  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This Temporary Use Permit (TUP) application proposes to renew TUP A-01-17 which expires in 
April 2020 to continue the operation of a gravel crusher within an existing gravel pit on the 
subject property for another 3 years.  Given that the ALC approvals for the gravel crusher expire 
on April 30, 2021 staff support the Permit to be issued for 3 years or upon expiry of the ALC 
approvals, whichever comes first. 
 
 
Reviewed by:    Written by: 
 
 
________________________                            ________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn     Jennifer MacIntyre 
Director of Planning     Planner I 
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APPLICATION SUMMARY 
 
Name of Owner: B&A Rentals Ltd. 

Name of Agent:  Willy VanderGaag 

Electoral Area:  A 

Subject Property:              Lot A, Section 17, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District, Plan PRP 
12817. The property is ±13.22 ha (±32.67 acres) in size. 

  O.C.P. Designation:          Agricultural (Ag) in the Smithers Telkwa Rural Official Community 
Plan 1704, 2014 

Zoning: Agricultural (Ag1) in Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning 
Bylaw No. 700, 1993 

Existing Land Use: Gravel Extraction and Agriculture 

ALR Status: The property is located in the Agricultural Land Reserve, and the 
ALC has approved gravel extraction on the subject property for a 
5-year term ending on April 30, 2021. 

Location: The subject property is located along Tatlow Road, approximately 
0.5 km south of the Town of Smithers 

Location Map 
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THE PROPOSAL 

The crushing of gravel is not a permitted use in the Agricultural (Ag1) Zone.    Temporary Use 
Permit (TUP) A-01-17 was issues in 2017 to allow the operation of a gravel crusher.  This permit 
will expire on April 25, 2020.  Therefore, the applicant has requested that the permit be renewed 
for another 3-years.  The permit terms are not proposed to change. 

Detailed Site Plan 

 

 
Temporary Use Permits Explained 

A TUP allows the use to continue for up to three years, after which a subsequent request can 
then be made to have the Board consider renewing the permit for an additional three years.  
After the six years, a new application, with public consultation, can be made to allow the use to 
continue. 

The permit should only be issued in accordance with the policy identified in the Smithers Telkwa 
Rural Official Community Plan, which allows for the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit on the 
following basis:  

(1) Temporary use permits may be issued for temporary uses, pursuant to Section 497 of 
the Local Government Act, under the following circumstances. 

(a) The proposed temporary use will not create an amount of traffic that will 
adversely affect the natural environment, or rural character of the area; 
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(b) The environment would not be negatively affected by the proposed temporary 
use. 

(c) The proposed temporary use will not have adverse effects on neighbouring land 
uses or property owners. 

(d) The applicant has provided, for consideration as part of the application process, a 
decommissioning and reclamation plan, if the temporary use requires a 
significant amount of capital investment in a particular location, or otherwise 
results in the need for site reclamation. 

(e) The need for security in the form of an irrevocable letter of credit with an 
automatic extension clause has been considered to ensure that required 
decommissioning and reclamation is completed.  

(f) The proposed temporary use has the support of the Agricultural Land 
Commission if the land is within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 

The Approval Process 

Renewal of a TUP is not required to go through a public notification process; however, this can 
be required by the Board.   

 

BACKGROUND 

Agricultural Land Commission  

The Regional District Board first issued a temporary use permit (TUP A-03-14) for the subject 
property in July 2014.  The permit was not issued until confirmation was received from the ALC 
that the soli removal and crushing had ALC approval.  This was received in April 26, 2016 and 
the permit was issued.  The ALC approval expires on April 2021. The applicant intends to seek 
can ask for another extension with the ALC without going through the formal NOI request. 

TUP A-03-14 expired in 2017, and the current TUP was issued following a public consultation 
process.  TUP A-01-17 includes the following terms: 

a. Ensure that an industrial access permit is obtained from the Ministry of 
Transportation and Infrastructure. 

b. Not set up the crusher on a permanent foundation. 

c. Limit the hours of operation to 8 A.M. to 6 P.M. from Monday to Friday. 

d. Operate the crushing plant for a maximum of 35 days between May 1 and 
October 31 of each year.   

e. Maintain the treed area on the north end of the property throughout the life of 
the permit (this section does not apply to the removal of dangerous trees for 
safety reasons).  

f. Construct a 4-metre-high berm within 100 metres of the crushing equipment on 
the western and northern boundaries. 

g. Keep records of the hours and days when the crushing equipment is in use, and 
provide to the Regional District upon request.  
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Site Plan for TUP A-01-17 

 

 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

Land Use 

There are active farming operations along the east and south boundaries of the subject 
property. A residential area is also located north and northwest of the property. The closest 
residence is located on Tatlow Rd. and is approximately 300 metres from the current gravel pit 
area. 

Inactive gravel extraction areas on the subject property have been reclaimed and are now 
grazing fields.  The property also contains a cattle corral and feed shed.   

The proposed development does not require a significant amount of capital investment in the 
property.  Crushing equipment is brought onto the property as needed and removed when 
crushing is completed.  There are no permanent structures proposed as part of the temporary 
use.  Therefore, the use can be relatively easily removed from the site at the end of the permit 
period.   

In 2014 the applicant agreed to maintain a treed area on the north end of the subject property 
and construct a 4-metre-high berm within 100 metres of the crushing plant on the western and 
northern boundaries of the permit area. These mitigation efforts were constructed.  The pit is 
visible from Tatlow Road.   
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Staff have no record of public complaints regarding the gravel pit or past crushing activity.  The 
Planning Department has no concerns regarding this application. 

Given that the ALC approvals for the gravel extraction and crushing expire on April 30, 2021, staff 
are concerned that the Temporary Use Permit will allow the use of a gravel crusher that is not in 
compliance with the ALC Act and Regulations. Therefore, it is recommended that the Permit be 
issued for 3 years or upon expiry of the ALC approvals, whichever comes first. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT NO.  A-01-17 (renewed 2020) 

 
 
 
ISSUED TO:          William Vandergaag, B&A Rentals Ltd. 
   PO Box 2680 

Smithers, BC   V0J 2N0 
 

 
WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLLOWING LANDS:   

Lot A, Section 17, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District,  
Plan PRP 12817 
 

1. This Temporary Use Permit authorizes the following temporary use:  
 

The operation of a gravel crusher. 
 

2. The temporary use identified in Section 1 may only operate within the area identified 
in Schedule A, which forms part of this permit. 

 
3. The temporary use identified in Section 1 may occur only in substantial accordance 

with the terms and provisions of this permit and the plans and specifications attached 
hereto as Schedule A.  If the terms of this permit are not met the permit shall be void. 

 
4. The permit holder shall, as a term of this permit: 

 
a. Ensure that an industrial access permit is obtained from the Ministry of 

Transportation and Infrastructure. 
 

b. Not set up the crusher on a permanent foundation. 
 

c. Limit the hours of operation to 8 A.M. to 6 P.M. from Monday to Friday. 
 

d. Operate the crushing plant for a maximum of 35 days between May 1 and 
October 31 of each year.   

 
e. Maintain the treed area on the north end of the property throughout the 

life of the permit (this section does not apply to the removal of dangerous 
trees for safety reasons).  

 
f. Construct a 4-metre-high berm within 100 metres of the crushing 

equipment on the western and northern boundaries. 
 

g. Keep records of the hours and days when the crushing equipment is in 
use and provide to the Regional District upon request.  
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5. This Permit authorizes the temporary use identified in Section 1 of this Permit to 

occur only for a term of three years from the date of issuance of this permit renewal. 
 

If a term or provision of this permit is contravened or not met, or if the Applicant or 
property owner suffers or permits any act or thing to be done in contravention of or in 
violation of any term or provision of this permit, or refuses, omits, or neglects to fulfill, 
observe, carry out or perform any duty, obligation, matter or thing prescribed or 
imposed or required by this permit the Applicant and / or property owner are in 
default of this permit, and the permit shall be void and of no use or effect. 
 

6. As a term of this permit the owner of the land must remove all gravel crushing 
equipment from the land upon which the temporary industrial use is occurring, or has 
occurred within two months from the date of the expiration of this permit, unless this 
permit is renewed by the Board.   

 
7. This permit is not a building permit nor does it relieve the owner or occupier from 

compliance with all other bylaws of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
applicable thereto, except as specifically varied or supplemented by this permit. 

 
 
AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION passed by the Regional Board on the       day of        
2020.  
 
 
PERMIT RENEWAL ISSUED on the        day of                         , 2020 
 
 
 
      
Corporate Administrator 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

         
 
TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  

FROM:  Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning 

DATE:  February 4, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako  
Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 2020  

 
 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 
2020 be adopted. 
 
VOTING 
 
All Directors / Majority  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Staff recommend that the Board repeal Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Development Approval Procedures Bylaw No. 1422, 2007 and adopt in its place 
“Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 2020”.   
 
The proposed new bylaw is updated in response to recent case law and experience 
working with the existing bylaw.  The proposed new bylaw more fully addresses the 
issues that arise during the application acceptance and review process, provides clear 
direction to staff and applicants, and has updated fees for applications processed by the 
Planning Department.   
 
 
Written by 
 
 
____________________ 
Jason Llewellyn 
Director of Planning 
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DISCUSSION 
Bylaw Content 

 
Section 460 of the Local Government Act requires a local government to adopt a bylaw 
that defines procedures regarding the receiving and processing of applications to amend 
an official community plan or zoning bylaw, or the issuance of a permit.  Section 462 of 
the Local Government Act requires a local government to establish fees by bylaw.  It is 
noted that a public input process is not required for the adoption of this bylaw.  
 
The proposed new bylaw applies to the following types of applications.   

• Official Community Plan amendments 

• Zoning Bylaw amendments 

• Land Use Contract amendments or cancellations 

• Land Use Permits (Development Permit, Development Variance Permit, and 
Temporary Use Permits) 

• Approval for strata conversions 

• Exemption from floodplain regulations 

• Discharges or amendments of covenant 

• Board of Variance applications 
 
Strata conversions, exemption from floodplain regulations, and the discharge of 
covenants are not addressed in the current bylaw.    
 
The Development Procedure bylaw deals with the following issues. 

• Application procedures, including who must authorize an application, the 
application forms, and the required application information.   

• Application fees and refunds. 

• Public hearing notice requirements 

• Land Use Application notice requirements. 

• The re-application process. 
 

Proposed Changes 
 
The proposed new Development Procedures Bylaw differs from the current bylaw in the 
following ways. 
 
1. The bylaw has been re-organized to separate the notice requirements for a public 

hearing (OCP amendment and rezoning) from that required for the issuance of a 
permit.   
 

2. The Application Fees have been added or increased as follows: 

• OCP amendment:     $900 to $1000 

• Zoning and LUC amendment:   $700 to $1000 

• Combined OCP and Zoning amendment:  $1100 to $1500 
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• Development Variance Permit:   $300 to $500 

• Development Permit:      remaining at $200 

• Temporary Use Permit:    $500 to $700 

• Board of Variance:     $300 to $1000 

• Strata conversion:     new $500 

• Covenant amendment:    new $500 

• Exemption from a floodplain regulation:  new $500  
 
It is noted that the fee for newspaper adds required for an OCP or rezoning 
amendment often exceeds $900.  A table showing application fees from other 
jurisdictions is attached as Schedule A to this report.   
 

3. Section 6.1 increases the public hearing notice requirement for tenants from 50 
metres to 200 metres.   
 

4. Section 6.3 reduces the minimum sign dimensions from 1.2 x 1.2 metres to 1.2 x 0.9 
metres, and the lettering height from 6 cm to 5.5 cm.  This was done as a 
convenience to applicants as the new signs can now fit within a car or SUV.     
 

5. Section 7.1 increases the permit notice requirement from 50 metres to 100 metres.   
 

6. Section 7.2 adds the requirement for a sign to notify the public of development 
variance permit applications involving minimum parcel size. 

 
7. Section 7.3 adds the requirement for a sign to notify the public of a temporary use 

permit application. 
 

8. Enforcement provisions have been added to the bylaw.   
 

9. Schedules containing examples of permits have been removed from the bylaw. 
 

Title searches 
 
Section 4.3 of the existing and proposed Development Procedures Bylaw requires the 
applicant to provide a current Certificate of Title and copies of applicable charges on 
title.  It is noted that staff frequently obtain these documents from the Land Title Office 
for residents at a cost to the RDBN.  Staff plan to continue this practice (unless directed 
otherwise by the Board) as the staff time required to help applicants obtain the 
documents themselves is notable, and in certain situations it is more cost effective for 
staff to obtain the documents directly from the Land Title Office.   
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Application Fee Overview (2018 data) 

  
OCP  Rezoning OCP +  

Rezoning 
TUP DVP BoV Flood- 

plain 
Bylaw  

DP  

CRD $1,400 $1,400 $1,900 $700 $550 $750 N/A $200 

100 Mile House $800 $800 $1,000 N/A $400 $400 N/A $300-500 

Quesnel $1,000 $850 $1,200 $500 $400 $350 N/A $250-450 

Wells $850 $850 N/A N/A $125 N/A N/A $125 

Williams Lake $850 $850 $1,150 $500 $500 $500  N/A $500 

PRRD $1,000 $650 $1,050 $350 $165 $90 N/A $165 

Chetwynd $500 $500 $1,000 $500 $350 $250 N/A $250 

Dawson Creek $1,300 $1,300 $2,000 $400 $300 $200 N/A $400 

Fort St. John $1,000 $1,000 $1,500 $1,500 $1,500 N/A N/A $1,500 

Hudson's Hope $750 $750 $1,500 $500 $400 $450 N/A $450 

Taylor $750 $750 $1,000 $500 $500 $250 N/A N/A 

Tumbler Ridge $500 $500 $1,000 $300 $300 $300 N/A $300 

Burns Lake $825 $825 $1,750 $330 $300 $330 N/A $300 

Fort St. James $250 $250 $500 $100 $250 N/A N/A N/A 

Fraser Lake $300 $300 $600 N/A $100 N/A $200 N/A 

Granisle $50 $50 $100 N/A N/A N/A N/A $50 

Houston $250 $400 $600 $100 $200 $200 N/A $100-750 

Smithers $1,200 $1,000 $1,500 $600 $400 $400 N/A $400 

Vanderhoof $600 $600 $750 N/A $250 $250 N/A $250 

RDFFG $900 $900 $1,200 $600 $350 $350 N/A $75-225 

Mackenzie $400 $400 $400 $200 $200 $50 N/A N/A 

McBride $500 $500 $1,000 $250 $500 N/A N/A N/A 

Prince George $1,400 $1,400 $2,000 $800 $500 $800 N/A $100-$1,800 

Valemount $450.0 $450 $900 $450 $300 N/A N/A $200 

RDKS $700 $700 $800 $700 $250 N/A N/A N/A 

Hazelton $1,000 $1,000 $1,200 $350 $350 N/A N/A $250 

Kitimat $1,700 $1,500 N/A $500 $350 $150 N/A $700 

Terrace $1,000 $1,000 $1,600 $1,000 $250 $250 N/A $250-$10,000  

SQCRD $900 $900 $1,200 $1,200 $600 $600 N/A $450 

Prince Rupert  $1,100 $1,100 $1,400 N/A $330 N/A N/A $60-250 

Port Edward  $250 $250 $500 N/A $250-
700 

N/A N/A $250-750 

Queen Charlotte  $1,200 $1,000 N/A $600 $350 $250 N/A N/A 

Masset  $250 $250 $500 N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A 

Port Clements  $450 $450 $600 $120  $175 N/A N/A $175 

M:\Planning\General Topics\Development Procedures Bylaw\2019 Bylaw Rewrite\Development Procedures Bylaw adoption 
report.doc 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
DEVELOPMENT PROCEDURES BYLAW NO. 1898, 2020 
 

A bylaw to establish procedures for  
land use and development applications 

 

WHEREAS Section 460 of the Local Government Act requires that a local 
government define by bylaw the procedures under which an Owner of land may 
apply for an amendment to the official community plan or zoning bylaw, or for the 
issuance of a permit under Part 14 of the Local Government Act;   
 
AND WHEREAS under Section 462 of the Local Government Act a local 
government may adopt a bylaw which imposes certain application, 
administration, inspection, and other fees; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Local Government Act and the Community Charter provide 
local governments with various authority pertaining to matters dealt with in this 
bylaw; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Regional Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako in open meeting assembled enacts as follows: 
 

1. TITLE 
 

1.1. This bylaw may be cited as “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 2020”. 
 

2. REPEAL AND DATE OF EFFECT 
 

2.1. The “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Development Procedures 
Bylaw No. 1422, 2007” and any amendments thereto are hereby 
repealed. 
 

3. GENERAL PROVISION 
 

3.1. This Bylaw shall apply to all lands within the Regional District of 
Bulkley-Nechako. 

 
3.2. Any person wishing to do any of the following must make application to 

the Regional District in accordance with this Bylaw. 
 

3.2.1 Amend an official community plan or zoning bylaw. 

3.2.2 Amend or discharge a land use contract.  

3.2.3 Receive a land use permit (development permit, temporary use 
permit, development variance permit). 
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3.2.4 Obtain Board approval for a strata conversion, or the marketing 

of a shared interest in land.   

3.2.5 Obtain an exemption from a flood plain specification pursuant to 
Section 524 (7) of the Local Government Act. 

3.2.6 Obtain the Board’s approval for an amendment to, or discharge 
of, a Covenant. 
   

3.3. In this bylaw the following definitions apply: 

“Applicant” means the property owner(s), or the property owner’s 
agent, making application pursuant to this bylaw.     

“Board” means the elected and appointed Directors of the Regional 
District of Bulkley-Nechako acting as the Regional District of Bulkley- 
Nechako Board of Directors in assembled meetings thereof. 

“Director” means the Director of Planning for the Regional District of 
Bulkley-Nechako, the deputies of the Director of Planning as appointed 
by the Director of Planning, or another person appointed by the 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako to act in place of the Director of 
Planning. 

“Owner” mean the registered owner of land as verified by the 
Regional District either through a Certificate of Title or the BC 
Assessment Roll.   

“Regional District” means the Regional District of Bulkley Nechako. 
 

3.4. Unless otherwise defined in this bylaw, all words and phrases in this 
bylaw shall have the meaning given to them in the Local Government 
Act. 

 

4. APPLICATION PROCEDURES 
 
4.1. Applications must be made using the application form prescribed by 

the Director.  
 

4.2. The application form must be signed by the Owner(s) of the land 
involved or an agent acting on behalf of the Owner(s) provided that the 
agent has written authorization to represent the Owner(s) regarding the 
application.  All joint tenants and tenants in common must sign the 
application form or provide written authorization to an agent acting on 
their behalf.    Sections 4.1 and 4.2 do not apply to application forms 
submitted by the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako.  

 
4.3. The following information shall be submitted, at the property Owner’s 

expense, with an application form.  The Director or the Board may 
waive the requirement to provide information if the Director or the 
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Board determines the information is not necessary to assist in 
evaluation or consideration of the application. 

4.3.1. A copy of the certificate of title dated within 30 days of the 
date of the application, and copies of applicable charges on 
title. 

4.3.2. A complete application form. 

4.3.3. Documents and plans that clearly describe the application, 
and any proposed use or development. 

4.3.4. Documents and plans that clearly demonstrate compliance 
with the existing or proposed regulations, as applicable. 
 

4.4. The Director or the Board may request additional information 
determined to be necessary to assist the Director or the Board in their 
consideration of the application. 
 

4.5. Every application shall be made to, and be processed under the 
direction of the Director. 

 
4.6. Where an Owner is registering a covenant or other charge involving 

the Regional District on title of a property in association with an 
application, the Regional District must sign the covenant prior to 
registration, and it shall be the Owner’s responsibility to prepare and 
file the document and provide proof of Land Title registration to the 
satisfaction of the Regional District.  The Owner shall reimburse the 
Regional District for its legal fees to prepare or review these legal 
documents. 
 

5. FEES 
 

5.1. Applications shall include the fee identified in Schedule ‘A,’ which 
forms part of this bylaw.  Fees are not required for applications 
submitted by the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako. 
 

5.2. The application fee prescribed in Schedule ‘A’ may be waived or 
reduced by an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) of Board 
members eligible to vote. 
   

5.3. An application shall be deemed not to have been made until the 
required application fee and information required pursuant to Section 
4.3 of this bylaw has been received by the Regional District. 
 

5.4. The application fee for an official community plan or zoning bylaw 
amendment, a land use contract amendment or discharge, and an 
amendment to a covenant shall be refunded as follows. 
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5.4.1. 50% of the fee shall be refunded if the application is 

withdrawn or denied by the Board prior to the provision of 
notice of a public hearing. 

5.4.2. no fee shall be refunded once notice of a public hearing has 
been provided.  
 

5.5. The application fee for a land use permit or an exemption from a flood 
plain specification shall be refunded as follows. 

5.5.1. 50% of the fee shall be refunded if the application is 
withdrawn prior to provision of notice of Board consideration 
of a permit. 

5.5.2. no fee shall be refunded once notice of a permit has been 
provided, or the permit has been considered by the Board. 
  

5.6. The application fee for an official community plan or zoning bylaw 
amendment, or land use contract amendment or discharge, includes 
the holding of one public hearing in association with the application.  
Where another public hearing is required, as a result of the actions of 
the applicant, an additional fee is required as prescribed in Schedule 
A. 
 

5.7. Where a public hearing is required prior to the amendment of a 
covenant, an additional fee is required as prescribed in Schedule A. 
 

5.8. Where an application is for the purpose of legalizing an existing bylaw 
contravention, the application fee shall be one and a half times the 
total amount prescribed in Schedule A. 

 
5.9. Application fees are non-refundable once the application review 

process has been initiated by staff, except as stated in Section 5 of this 
bylaw.   

 

6. PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE AND SIGNAGE   
 

6.1 Where notice of a public hearing is required to be mailed or otherwise 
delivered in accordance with Section 466 (4) of the Local Government 
Act that notice must be delivered to parcels within a distance of 200 
metres of the area that is subject to the bylaw alteration. 
 

6.2 Where notice of a public hearing is required in accordance with Section 
466 (4) of the Local Government Act the Applicant shall post, and 
maintain, a sign at least 10 days before the public hearing. 
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6.3 A sign required under Section 6.2 must be posted, and removed, in 

accordance with the following: 

6.3.1 The sign shall be a minimum of 1.2 x 0.9 metres in 
dimension. 

6.3.2 The sign shall be constructed of plywood, corrugated plastic, 
or other such durable material. 

6.3.3 The sign shall have clearly visible lettering that is not less 
than 5.5 cm in height. 

6.3.4 The sign shall contain the following wording.   

“This site is the subject of an application that may impact the use 
or development of land.  For further information please contact the 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako at (insert phone number).”        

6.3.5 The sign shall be located within 3 metres of a property line 
abutting a public road in a location facing and clearly visible 
from the road. 

6.3.6 If the placement of the notice in accordance with Section 
6.3.5 is not feasible the sign shall be located on the nearest 
abutting road or in another location approved by the Director. 

6.3.7 The sign shall be placed so as not to interfere with 
pedestrian or vehicle traffic flow, or obstruct visibility from a 
highway, lane, walkway or driveway. 

6.3.8 The sign shall be installed in a safe and sturdy manner, and 
be capable of withstanding typical wind and other weather 
conditions. 

6.3.9 The sign shall be removed within 3 days of the conclusion of 
the related public hearing. 

6.3.10 Prior to the public hearing the applicant shall provide the 
Director with a letter signed by the applicant stating that the 
sign has been posted in accordance with this bylaw, and a 
photograph of the posted sign. 

 
6.4 Failure to post and keep posted the sign in accordance with this bylaw 

may result in the postponement of the public hearing.  Any additional 
notification costs incurred by the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
resulting from a failure to post, and keep posted, the sign shall be paid 
by the applicant prior to the advertising of the public hearing.    

   
6.5 Where a sign required under this bylaw is removed, destroyed, or 

altered due to vandalism or theft the validity of any bylaw that is the 
subject of the relevant application and public hearing shall not be 
impacted.  
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6.6 If no members of the public attend a public hearing at the time and 
location of the hearing the public hearing shall be adjourned after 15 
minutes and the public hearing shall be considered to have been held 
as required. 
  

7 LAND USE PERMIT NOTICE, SIGNAGE, AND SECURUTY  
 

7.1 Where notice relating to a land use permit is required to be mailed or 
otherwise delivered in accordance with Section 494 or 499 of the Local 
Government Act that notice must be delivered to parcels within a 
distance of 100 metres of the area that is subject to the permit. 
 

7.2 Where an application for a development variance permit proposes to 
reduce a minimum parcel area requirement the applicant shall post 
and maintain, in accordance with Section 7.4 of this bylaw, a sign at 
least 10 days before the Board considers the permit. 

 
7.3 Where an application is for a temporary use permit the applicant shall 

post and maintain, in accordance with Section 7.4 of this bylaw, a sign 
at least 10 days before the Board considers the permit. 

 
7.4 A sign required under Section 7.2 and 7.3 of this bylaw must be 

posted, and removed, in accordance with the following: 

7.4.1 The sign shall be a minimum of 1.2 x 0.9 metres in 
dimension. 

7.4.2 The sign shall be constructed of plywood, corrugated plastic, 
or other such durable material. 

7.4.3 The sign shall have clearly visible lettering that is not less 
than 5.5 cm in height. 

7.4.4 The sign shall contain the following wording.   

“This site is the subject of an application that may impact the use 
or development of land.  For further information please contact the 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako at (insert phone number).”        

7.4.5 The sign shall be located within 3 metres of a property line 
abutting a public road in a location facing and clearly visible 
from the road. 

7.4.6 If the placement of the notice in accordance with Section 
7.4.5 is not feasible the sign shall be located on the nearest 
abutting road or in another location approved by the Director. 
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7.4.7 The sign shall be placed so as not to interfere with 

pedestrian or vehicle traffic flow, or obstruct visibility from a 
highway, lane, walkway or driveway. 

7.4.8 The sign shall be installed in a safe, sturdy, manner and be 
capable of withstanding typical wind and other weather 
conditions. 

7.4.9 The sign shall be removed within 3 days of the Board’s 
consideration of the related land use permit. 

7.4.10 Prior to the Board’s consideration of the related land use 
permit the applicant shall provide the Director with a letter 
signed by the applicant stating that the sign has been posted 
in accordance with this bylaw, and a photograph of the 
posted sign. 

 
7.5 Failure to post and keep posted the sign in accordance with this bylaw 

may result in the postponement of the Board’s consideration of the 
related land use permit.  Any additional notification costs incurred by 
the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako resulting from a failure to 
post, and keep posted, the sign shall be paid by the applicant prior to 
the Board’s consideration of the related land use permit. 
 

7.6 Where a sign required under this bylaw is removed, destroyed, or 
altered due to vandalism or theft the validity of any bylaw that is the 
subject of the relevant application and public hearing shall not be 
impacted.  
 

7.7 Security required by permits will be in the form of a certified cheque, or 
an irrevocable letter of credit that is clean and unconditional, 
automatically renewing and redeemable at a bank located within the 
Village boundaries.  The letter of credit may be subject to additional 
conditions to be specified by the CAO or Council.  
 
 

8 BYLAW LAPSE AND RE-APPLICATION 
 

8.1 Where the Board has considered an application that is subject to this 
bylaw, and that application is denied or defeated, the Board shall not 
give consideration to another application that is the same or similar for 
a period of one year following the Board’s consideration of that 
application. 
 

8.2 The time limit specified in Section 8.1 may be varied in relation to a 
specific re-application by an affirmative vote of at least two-thirds (2/3) 
of Board Members eligible to vote.  
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8.3 If a bylaw amending an official community plan or zoning bylaw is not 
adopted within a period of 24 months after the date of first reading of 
that bylaw the bylaw shall lapse and will be of no force or effect and 
the application shall be cancelled.  A new application and fee shall be 
required to proceed with the amendment that was the subject of the 
lapsed bylaw.  
   

9 SEVERABILITY 
 

9.1 If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph or clause of this 
bylaw is for any reason held to be invalid by the decision of any court 
of competent jurisdiction, the invalid portion shall be severed and the 
decision that it is invalid shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this Bylaw.  

 

10 ENFORCEMENT 
 

10.1 The Director or Bylaw Enforcement Officer may enter any land, 
building or other structure at any reasonable time for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether this bylaw, a land use regulation, or any terms or 
conditions of a land use permit issued pursuant to this bylaw are being 
observed, or have been met. 
 

10.2 No person shall interfere with or obstruct the entry of the Director or 
Bylaw Enforcement Officer onto any land or into any building or other 
structure to which entry is made or attempted pursuant to the 
provisions of this bylaw. 

 
10.3 No person shall suffer or permit any land, building or other structure to 

be used, occupied, developed, constructed, erected, altered, modified, 
replaced, located, enlarged, or maintained in a manner contrary to any 
term or condition of a land use permit issued pursuant to this bylaw. 

 
10.4 Every person who violates any provision of this Bylaw; permits, suffers 

or allows any act to be done in violation of any provision of this Bylaw; 
or neglects to do anything required to be done by any provision of this 
Bylaw; commits an offence punishable upon summary conviction and 
is subject to a fine not less than $2,000.00 and not more than 
$10,000.00. 

  
10.5 Each day during which any violation, contravention or breach of this 

Bylaw continues shall be deemed a separate offence.  
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READ A FIRST TIME this 23 day of January, 2020 

READ A SECOND TIME this 23 day of January, 2020 

READ A THIRD TIME this 23 day of January, 2020   
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of 
 
“Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 
2020”. 

Dated at Burns Lake, B.C. this    day of  , 2020 
 
      
 Corporate Administrator 
 
ADOPTED this       day of                    , 2020   
 
 
             
Chairperson       Corporate Administrator 
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Schedule A  

to Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako  
Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1898, 2020 

 
 
 

APPLICATION FEES 
 

APPLICATION TYPE FEE* 

Official community plan (OCP) 
Amendment 

$1,000 

Zoning bylaw / 
Land Use Contract (LUC) 
Amendment  

$1000 plus the following fees for the potential new 
Parcels the proposed amendment would allow. 
 
Parcels   1-50           =    $20 per Parcel 
Parcels  51 and up   =   $10 per Parcel  

Combined OCP and  Zoning 
bylaw  / LUC Amendment 

$1,500 plus the following fees for the potential new 
Parcel the proposed amendment would allow. 
 
Parcels   1-50           =    $20 per Parcel 
Parcels  51 and up   =   $10 per Parcel 

Additional Public Hearing $800 per additional public hearing 

Exemption from a flood plain 
specification  

$500 

Development Variance Permit $500 

Development Permit $200 

Temporary Use Permit $700 

Board of Variance $1000 

Strata Conversion or 
Marketing of a shared interest 
in land.   

$500 

Covenant Amendment  
$500 

*For applications to legalize an existing bylaw contravention the fee is increased by an 
additional 50% (see Section 5.8). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

         
 
TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  

FROM:  Maria Sandberg, Planner 

DATE:  February 5, 2020 

SUBJECT:   New Zoning Bylaw for 1st and 2nd Reading  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” be given first and 
second reading and subsequently be taken to Public Hearing. 
 
That the Public Hearing for “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1800, 
2020” be delegated to the Chair or Vice Chair of the RDBN Board.  
 
VOTING 
 
All Directors / Majority  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Over the past several years the Planning Department has been working on a draft of a proposed 
new zoning bylaw intended to replace “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 
700, 1993”.  A draft of the new bylaw has been provided to the Board on several occasions for 
comment.  A referral and public consultation process has been ongoing over the past year and 
the draft zoning bylaw has been amended based on the input received.    

Staff are now presenting “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” to 
the Board for consideration of first and second reading.  Should the bylaw receive first and 
second reading, a single Public Hearing is proposed to occur in Burns Lake in March.   
 
 
Reviewed by;      Written by;      
 
 
       ___________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn     Maria Sandberg 
Director of Planning     Planner  
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The text document (Schedule A) of “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 
1800, 2020” is available on-line at:  “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 
1800, 2020” . 

The maps (Schedule B) are available at the Planning Department or on-line at: 
www.rdbn.bc.ca/departments/planning/zoning-bylaw-review and will be available at the Board 
meeting. 

THE ZONING BYLAW REVIEW PROCESS 
 
The Regional District Board has reviewed previous drafts of the proposed new zoning bylaw in 
2012, 2015, 2018 and 2019.   The draft was also reviewed by interested Advisory Planning 
Commissions in 2015 and 2016.   At each stage of the review the bylaw was amended based on 
comments received.   
 
At the November 29, 2018 Board meeting the Board directed staff to undertake the referral and 
public consultation process for the draft new zoning bylaw.  Over the past year the Planning 
Department has completed a referral and public consultation process and amended the draft 
zoning bylaw based on the input received.  
 
At the October 24, 2019 Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Board meeting the RDBN Board of 
Directors passed the following resolution:  

“That the Board direct staff to begin the formal approval process for the draft zoning 
bylaw, as discussed in the Planning Department’s October 15, 2019 staff report”.    

 
Staff has made some additional changes to the draft after the October 24, 2019 meeting. These 
changes are outlined in Appendix C attached to this report.  
 
 

THE 2019 PUBLIC CONSULTATION PROCESS 
 
The Planning Department hosted public open houses in Fort St James, Vanderhoof, Burns Lake, 
Smithers and Houston in January 2019.  These open houses were an opportunity for residents, 
property owners, business owners and others to review the draft bylaw, ask questions, and 
provide comment regarding the draft bylaw prior to the formal public hearing process.  The 
open houses were advertised through the RDBN website, the Planning Department Facebook 
page, local newspapers, and notices placed in public places.  Staff also sent notices directly to 
real estate offices across the region.  In addition, select property owners that may be notably 
impacted by the proposed bylaw were contacted directly by letter to inform them of the 
proposed changes and to solicit their input.   
 
First Nations, and stakeholders such as provincial government ministries and municipalities, 
were provided with a copy of the draft bylaw for comment and were invited to attend the open 
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houses.  The written comments received from the public, and staff’s responses, are attached to 
this report, as Appendix A.   The written comments received from government agencies and 
First Nations, including staff’s responses, are attached as Appendix B.   
 
The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure requested detailed information regarding 
some of the proposed mapping changes, for parcels close to the highway corridors. Staff has 
worked with the Ministry throughout 2019 to provide the requested information and explain 
the rationale behind the proposed changes.  Staff have successfully addressed their concerns. 

 
 

OVERVIEW OF THE PROPOSED NEW ZONING BYLAW 
 
Changes to the Definition Section (Section 1.0.2 - pages 4-20)  
 
The most significant change in the proposed new zoning bylaw is the expansion of the 
definitions section.  Many definitions were amended for clarification, and many new definitions 
have been added so that each land use permitted in a zone is defined in the draft bylaw. 
 
Several uses permitted in the existing zoning bylaw were renamed or incorporated into other 
uses to improve simplicity and interpretation.  This was done without notably altering the uses 
permitted in the zones. 
 
These definitions will make it easier for Board, staff, and the public to interpret the bylaw in a 
consistent manner over time and make it easier for the public to interpret.     
 
Portable Sawmill (page 14 and 25)  
 
A new definition for Portable Sawmill.  This definition in the proposed bylaw clarifies the 
intention that Portable Sawmills, which are permitted in the Large Holdings Zone (H2), 
Agricultural Zone (Ag1), and the Rural Resource Zone (RR1), are portable and temporary in 
nature, and are not intended to be long term permanent operations.   
 
The draft bylaw could also contain a requirement that a portion of the wood processed in these 
mills come from the property upon which the sawmill is located.  This was not included in the 
draft as it was considered too restrictive.    
 
It is noted that during the public input process, some property owners objected to the limit of 
six consecutive months of operation per year, while other property owner wanted increased 
restrictions.  
 
Waste Disposal (definition on page 19) 
 
Waste Disposal has been removed as a permitted use from the Large Holdings Zone (H2), the 
Agriculture Zone (Ag1), and the Rural Resource Zone (RR1) and remain as a permitted use in the 
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Heavy Industrial Zone (M2). The use was removed from the H2, Ag1, and RR1 zones because 
staff do not consider the use appropriate for these zones.   
Staff assume that the use was permitted in these zones on the assumption that only the 
Regional District would be providing such operations.  Staff are unaware of any existing private 
Waste Disposal sites that would be impacted by this change.  All Regional District facilities are 
proposed to be rezoned to M2 in the proposed new bylaw.  This zoning makes it clear to the 
public that these sites may be used for purposes that are industrial in nature. 
 
Changes to the Home Occupation Regulation (Section 3.0.2, pages 23-25) 
 
The home occupation regulations are proposed to be divided into two categories based on 
parcel size.  Under the existing bylaw the same home occupation regulations apply to all 
properties. This “one size fits all approach” results in the regulations being unnecessarily 
restrictive for large parcels, and not restrictive enough in higher density areas. The new bylaw 
proposes two sets of home occupation regulations: one set for home occupations on properties 
less than 2.5 hectares (6.18 acres) in size; and one set for properties greater than 2.5 hectares 
(6.18 acres) in size.  It is noted that a maximum size limitation for Home Occupations on larger 
parcels has been established at 200 sq. m. of floor area. 
 
It is anticipated that these new regulations will reduce the number of complaints received 
regarding disruptive home occupations in areas of small lot development, and also address the 
demand for more flexibility to operate a home occupation on larger parcels. 
 
Addition of Parcel Line Adjustment Regulations (Section 3.0.7, pages 26-27) 
 
A section was added to allow minor boundary adjustments involving an undersized parcel.  
Boundary adjustments of this nature do not defeat the intent of the Zoning Bylaw.  This change 
would significantly streamline the process for certain boundary adjustment subdivisions. 
 
Changes to the Setback from a Lake (Section 3.0.8, page 27) 
 
The setback from a lake, marsh, pond or dyke is proposed to be increased from 7.5 metres to 
15 metres.  This would bring the proposed zoning bylaw in line with the minimum standards 
recommended by the BC Ministry of Environment, and most other zoning bylaws in the region. 
There is an exception for properties that are smaller than 2,025 m2 in size where the setback 
remains at 7.5 metres.   
 
Changes to the Setbacks for Certain Unobtrusive Structures (Section 3.0.10, page 28) 
 
A section has been added to exclude certain structures or portions of structures (bay windows, 
roof overhangs, chimneys, etc.) from the required property line setbacks in the bylaw.  This 
section also clarifies that certain structures such as swimming pools and hot tubs are not 
subject to setback requirements.  This is proposed to clarify bylaw interpretation and reduce 
the need of a Development Variance Permit application for very minor encroachments. 
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Short Term Accommodation (Section 3.0.12, page 29) 
 
This section was added to allow tents or camping vehicles to be used as accommodation under 
certain circumstances and conditions.  The existing bylaw does not allow for this to occur. 
 
Allowing Livestock and Poultry in the Rural Residential and Country Residential Zones and the 
Addition of Livestock and Poultry Regulations (Section 3.0.13, pages 29-30) 
 
Currently livestock are not permitted in the Country Residential zone (R5).  The Rural 
Residential zone (R6) restricts animals to non-commercial farm livestock.  The proposed bylaw 
allows agriculture and the keeping of livestock in the R5 and R6 zones as a secondary use. 
However, Section 3.0.13 has been added to limit the number of animals that may be kept on 
these smaller parcels to protect the adjacent residential properties from nuisances associated 
with livestock and poultry.    
 
Regulations Regarding Wind Turbines and Wind Farms (Section 3.0.14, pages 30) 
 
The Regional District may see applications for large scale wind farms in the future.  Also, the 
technology has advanced so that medium and small wind turbines are practical sources of 
power for individual properties.  The existing bylaw is silent regarding these structures.  The 
new bylaw proposes to allow wind turbines as follows.   
 
Large Wind Turbines and Wind Farms:  The proposed bylaw requires large wind turbines and 
wind farms on zoned lands to go through a rezoning process.  In staff’s opinion these larger 
scale operations and structures have significant potential to negatively impact area residents if 
they are inappropriately located.  Large Wind Turbines are defined as those with a rotor 
diameter of over 20 m in diameter.   
 
Medium Wind Turbines:  The proposed bylaw permits medium wind turbines (those with a 
rotor diameter of 6 m to 20 m) in certain select zones.   
 
Small Wind Turbines: The proposed bylaw permits up to 6 small wind turbines (with a rotor 
diameter of less than 6 m) on any property.  The regulations regarding the number of turbines 
per property or the height of medium or small wind turbines may be amended by development 
variance permit.    
 
The Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure provided feedback regarding wind turbines 
and wording was added to the bylaw to add a setback from highways as requested. 
 
Town of Smithers expressed concerns regarding the establishment of wind turbines around the 
Smithers airport.  Staff offered to have separate comprehensive discussions regarding height 
and other regulations on land use around the Smithers Airport at the municipality’s discretion. 
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Property Size Required for a Kennel (Section 14.0.1(2)(a) – page 48) 
  
Kennels are permitted in the Small Holdings Zones (H1, H1A, H1B), the Large Holdings Zone 
(H2), the Agricultural Zone (Ag1), and the Rural Resource Zone (RR1).   
 
There are many properties that are zoned H1 and are smaller than 2 hectares (4.94 acres) in 
size, and the existing zoning bylaw allows Kennels on H1 zoned properties regardless of lot size. 
The draft bylaw only allows a Kennel use as a secondary use on a Parcel that is 2 hectares or 
larger in size, and where a residence is a principal use on the property.      
 
New Zones  
 
A Special Civic / Institutional Zone (P1A) (Section 25.1, page 68) is added to accommodate 
community uses with the potential of notable negative impact on adjacent properties (such as 
fire halls and ambulance stations), which is separate from the institutional uses which have the 
potential for less impact (community halls, churches, etc.).  The five rural fire hall locations 
(Southside, Topley, Fort Fraser, Luck Bay and Cluculz Lake) have been zoned P1A in the draft. 
 
The Motor Sport Zone was renamed the Special Recreation Zone (P2A) (Section 26.1, page 70) 
and the permitted uses were expanded to include recreational uses with the potential to have a 
notable negative impact on adjacent residential development.  There are no properties with the 
Motor sport Zone in the existing bylaw.  The Burns Lake Rod and Gun Clubhouse parcel is 
proposed to be rezoned from H2 to the new P2A zone in the draft bylaw.     
 
The Service Commercial Zone is removed from in the proposed new bylaw and the service 
commercial use was added to the General Commercial zone. The Service Commercial zone does 
not currently apply to any property.  
  
 

APPROVAL PROCESS 
 
If the Board supports the proposed new zoning bylaw at first and second reading, the Planning 
Department will schedule a Public Hearing for March.  Staff are proposing that a single public 
hearing for the new zoning bylaw be held in Burns Lake, once the bylaw has received first and 
second readings.  The extensive public consultation process held in 2019 was, in part, to 
facilitate a timely formal approval process to avoid procedural difficulties and inconvenience to 
the public.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

101



Zoning Bylaw Review  Page 7 of 7 
 
 
Proposed timeline (tentative and subject to change) 
 

 
 

LAND USE CONTRACTS (LUC) 
 

Land Use Contracts were a means of legally changing the use of a property without rezoning. 
The legislation allowing the creation of land use contracts was repealed in 1978.  However, 
existing land use contracts remain valid, and supersede zoning regulations.  In 2014, the 
Provincial government amended the Local Government Act to provide that all LUCs will expire 
in 2024. The new legislation also establishes a process that enables local governments to 
undertake optional early termination of LUCs prior to 2024.   
 
Staff have worked with property owners to transition the LUCs into the new zoning bylaw. The 
majority of the LUCs can just be removed as they are no longer relevant, but some have uses 
that have been specifically addressed in the new zoning bylaw so that the uses will remain legal 
when the LUCs expire in 2024.   
 
 
ATTACHMENTS: 
 
Appendix A - Written submissions from the public 
Appendix B – Written submissions from government agencies and First Nations 
Appendix C - Table of text changes made to draft after October 2019 meeting  

February 20, 
2020 

Present the proposed new zoning bylaw to the Board for consideration of 
1st and 2nd reading. 

Week of March 9, 
2020 

Public hearing in Burns Lake for the bylaws. 

March 21, 2020 Bylaws for consideration of 3rd reading  
April, 2020 Ministry of Transportation approvals of bylaws. 
April 18, 2020 Consideration of adoption of bylaw. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
                     BYLAW NO. 1800 

 

 

WHEREAS the Board of the Regional District may, pursuant to Part 14 of the Local Government Act 
establish zoning, off-street parking, screening and other development regulations; 

AND WHEREAS the Board of the Regional District has deemed it advisable to replace the existing 
zoning bylaw, cited as "Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993"; 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting assembled 
enacts as follows: 

1. Title 

This Bylaw may be cited as “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” 

or “Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020”. 

2. Application 

This bylaw shall be applicable within the entire area of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
as defined by the Letters Patent. 

3. Schedules 

The following Schedules are attached to and forms part of this bylaw 

(a) Schedule A – Zoning Bylaw Text 

(b) Schedule B – Zoning Bylaw Maps 

4. Severability 

If any schedule, section, subsection, sentence, clause, phrase, or map of this Bylaw is for any 
reason held to be invalid by the decision of any court of competent jurisdiction, such decision 
shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of this Bylaw.  

5. Repeal 

“Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993” and all amendment bylaws 
thereto are repealed. 
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6. Readings and Adoption 

 
READ A FIRST TIME this   day of  

 
READ A SECOND TIME this   day of  
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this   day of   
 
READ A THIRD TIME this  day of   

 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of “Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020”. 
 
 
DATED AT BURNS LAKE this  day of                  
 
 
__________________________ 
Corporate Administrator 

 
 
APPROVED BY THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION AND INFRASTRUCTURE 
this   day of             

 
 

ADOPTED this          day of                 
 
 

____________________   ____________________ 
Chairperson     Corporate Administrator 
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APPENDIX A –  

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

 
- Henry Klassen and Art Wiens 
- Jay Gilden 
- Brant Dahlie 
- Jeremy Penninga 
- Rick Brise 
- Written comment from open house 
- Jeremy Shriber 
- Bob Beemer 
- Doug Campbell 
- Ben Forsyth 
- Kyle Muysson 
- Kenneth Guenter 
- Bob Frederick 
- Bobbi Bradley 
- Bob Frederick (second submission) 
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APPENDIX B –  

WRITTEN SUBMISSIONS FROM GOVERNMENT AGENCIES AND 
FIRST NATIONS 

 
 
- Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
- Ministry of Agriculture 
- Town of Smithers 
- West Moberly First Nation  
- Takla Nation 
- Village of Burns Lake 
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APPENDIX C –  

TEXT CHANGES MADE TO DRAFT AFTER OCT 24, 2019  
 

SECTION CHANGE MADE 

Definition 
of Cabin 

Changed “maximum Gross Floor Area of 80 square metres or 110 square 
metres when located in the R8 zone” to “having a maximum Total Floor Area 
of 95 square metres or 167.23 square metres when located in the R8 zone” to 
be consistent with the R8 zone. 

Section 2.0.2.3  Removed “or is” and added “unless that use is” 

Section 3.0.2.2.d) Added “Crematorium” as a not permitted home occupation business. 

Section 3.0.2.3.a) Changed “Home occupations may only be carried on by the resident(s) of the 
Dwelling Unit on the same Parcel” to “Home Occupations may only be carried 
on by the resident(s) of the Dwelling Unit on the same Parcel with or without 
the assistance of not more than one person who do not reside in Dwelling 
Units on the same Parcel.” 

Section 3.0.2.3.c) Added “all” in front of Home Occupations to “The combined floor area, of the 
Dwelling Unit and Accessory Buildings, which are used for Home Occupations 
must not exceed 200 square metres (2,152 square feet)”. 

Section 3.0.14.2 Added section ”A Large Wind Turbine shall not be located within a distance of 
300 metres (984.25 feet) from a Highway”, as requested by MoTI. 

Section 15.0.1.1f) Added Intensive Agriculture as a permitted principal use in the H2 zone but 
only on a Parcel that has an area equal to or greater than 8 hectares (19.77 
acres). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  

FROM:  Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner I 

DATE:  January 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Rezoning Application B-04-19 (Kornelsen) 
 1st and 2nd Reading Report for Rezoning Bylaws 1899 and 1900, 2020 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1899, 2020” be given 
first and second reading and subsequently be taken to Public Hearing. 

2. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1900, 2020” be given 
first and second reading and subsequently be taken to Public Hearing. 

3. And, that the Public Hearing for “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw 
No. 1899, 2019” and “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1900, 
2020” be delegated to the Director or Alternate Director for Electoral Area B. 

 

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority  

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This rezoning application proposes to allow the cultivation of cannabis under the Micro Cannabis 
Production and Processing Licence on the subject property.  Staff support 1st and 2nd reading of 
the bylaws to amend the Small Holdings (H1) Zone in the existing and proposed new zoning bylaw 
to allow the use on the subject property.  This will allow the application to proceed to the public 
hearing stage so that residents can provide their input on the proposed use for the Board’s 
consideration. 

Reviewed by:    Written by: 
 
 
________________________                            ________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn     Jennifer MacIntyre 
Director of Planning     Planner I 
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APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Name of Applicant:  Aaron Kornelsen 

Name of Agent:  Neal Neudorf 

Electoral Area:  B 

Subject Property:             Lot A, District Lot 3534, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10696 

Property Size: 2.487 ha. 

Location: Subject property is located at 17621 Aspen Road, near the 
community of Rose Lake, approximately 27 kilometres northwest 
from the Village of Burns Lake 

 

O.C.P. Designation: Rural Residential (RR) in the Francois Lake (North Shore) and Burns 
Lake Rural Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1785, 2017  

Zoning: Small Holdings (H1) in the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993 

Existing Land Use: Vacant 

ALR Status: Outside the ALR 
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THE PROPOSAL 

The applicant wishes to rezone the property to allow the cultivation of cannabis and the making 
of cannabis products as allowed under a Micro Cultivation and Micro Processing Licence.  

Micro Cultivation and Micro Processing Licence Requirements 

The applicants wish to produce dried, fresh cannabis plants and seeds on a small scale. The 
applicant has indicated that the appropriate licence classification under the Cannabis Act for this 
type of operation is the Micro-Cultivation Licence.  A Micro-Cultivation Licence allows the licence 
holder to do the following: 

• Possess cannabis 

• Obtain dried/fresh cannabis, cannabis plants/seeds by propagating, cultivating, 
harvesting 

• Alter the chemical or physical properties for the cannabis for testing purposes 

• Sell and distribute dried/fresh cannabis, cannabis plants/ seeds to other licence holders 
(cultivators, processors, analytical testers, researchers, cannabis drug licence holders), 
except for selling dried/ fresh cannabis to licenced nursery is not permitted 

• Sell and distribute cannabis plants and/or seeds to a licenced nursery 

• Sell and distribute cannabis products that are cannabis plants/seeds to a licence holder 
that is authorized to sell cannabis for medical purposes or to a person authorized to sell 
cannabis under a provincial or territorial Act 

• Send and deliver cannabis plants/seeds to the purchaser at the request of a licence 
holder that is authorized to sell cannabis for medical purposes or to a person authorized 
to sell cannabis under a provincial or territorial Act 

• Conduct ancillary activities (e.g., drying, trimming, milling, etc.) 

• Conduct cultivation indoors or outdoors  

In addition, the applicants wish to manufacture cannabis products for sale on a small scale. It is 
acceptable to combine some types of licence classes at a single site. Both the Micro-Cultivation 
and Micro-Processing licencing are considered acceptable to be combined by Health Canada.  

Micro-Processing Licence allows the licence holder to do the following authorized activities: 

• Produce cannabis, other than obtaining it by propagating, cultivating or harvesting 

• Sell, send and deliver cannabis products to the purchaser at the request of a licence 
holder that is authorized to sell cannabis for medical purposes or to a person authorized 
to sell cannabis under a provincial or territorial Act 

• For micro-processing, the cannabis cannot be obtained by synthesis 

Site and security requirements for Micro Licences include the following 

• Plant surface area cannot exceed 200 m2 (2,050 ft2) (includes multiple surfaces such as 
surfaces vertically arranged) 

• Physical security provisions such as, walls or fences with secured entry points to prevent 
unauthorized access 
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• Access is restricted to employees to perform job duties (eg. Key card, key) 

• Specified employees must hold a valid security clearance 
 

Site Plan 

 

 
OCP  

 
The property is designated Rural Residential (RR) in the Burns Lake Rural and Francois Lake (North 
Shore) Official Community Plan Bylaw No. 1785, 2017.  The OCP states that lands designated 
Rural Residential may be considered for rezoning to allow residential dwellings, agricultural and 
recreational uses.  In staff’s opinion the growing and processing of cannabis can be considered 
an agricultural use; therefore, the proposed rezoning is consistent with the OCP.   
 

The Existing and Proposed Zoning Bylaws 
 
The Planning Department is preparing to recommend that the Board give 1st and 2nd readings to 
a proposed new zoning bylaw.  It is unclear weather the existing or proposed new zoning bylaw 
will be in place when this rezoning process is completed.  Therefore, staff are proposing that 
the Board consider amending both zoning bylaws as part of this application process.   This is 
being done to ensure that, if the application is supported, the use is allowed in whichever 
zoning bylaw is in place at that time.   
 

159



5 

 

The existing and proposed zoning bylaws allows Cannabis Production as a defined use where 
Intensive Agriculture is a permitted use (H2, RR1, M1A, M2, and M3 zones).  The definition does 
not limit the scale of the operation.   
  
Cannabis Production – means the use of land, buildings or structures for the propagation, 
production, cultivation, or harvesting of cannabis or any part of a cannabis plant as permitted by 
the Access to Cannabis for Medical Purposes Regulations (ACMPR) and Bill C-45 (the Cannabis 
Act), and any subsequent regulations or acts which may be enacted henceforth, but excludes the 
growing of cannabis by an individual for their personal use and consumption. This use includes 
the processing, packaging, storage, or distribution of cannabis produced and harvested on the 
same property.   
 

The Proposed Rezoning Bylaws 
 
The property is zoned Small Holdings (H1).  This zone accommodates 2 ha. parcels used for 
residential and agricultural uses.  Cannabis Production is not permitted in the H1 Zone; however, 
agricultural uses are permitted.  Rezoning Bylaw No. 1899, 2020 amends the existing “Regional 
District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993,” and Rezoning Bylaw No. 1900, 2020 
amends the proposed new “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020”.   
 
Bylaws 1899 and 1900 amend the existing and proposed zoning bylaws as follows: 

1. The below definition for Micro Cannabis Production is added to the Definitions Section.  

Micro Cannabis Production – means Cannabis Production which is contained entirely within 
a building where the production and growing of cannabis products is limited to no more than 
200 m2 of gross floor area per parcel.    

2. Micro Cannabis Production is added to the Permitted Uses Section of the Small Holdings 
Zone to allow that use only on the parcel legally described as Lot A, District Lot 3534, Range 
5, Coast District, Plan 10696. 

 
REFERRAL COMMENTS 
 

Advisory Planning Commission 
 
Resolution: Motion to support application as an acceptable use in the area provided that the 
odors associated with growing cannabis can be controlled.  
 

Ministry of Forests, Lands, Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development. 
 
Interests unaffected by the Bylaw. 
 

Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 
 
Approval recommended subject to conditions below: 
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• The Ministry has no objections to this application however, as this will be a commercial 
operation, the applicant will be required to apply for an Access Permit with the Ministry 
of Transportation and Infrastructure.  

• Only one access will be permitted. 
 

Northern Health Authority 
 
No comments received at the time of writing this report. 
 

RDBN Environmental Services Department 
 
Will appear on supplemental agenda. 
 
PLANNING DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
 

Land Use Considerations 
 
The subject property is surrounded by residential properties that range in size from 196 acres to 
5 acres. There are two residents within 0.5 kilometres of the production facility. Only one 
property is developed adjacent to the subject property.  The applicant proposes to construct the 
building close to Aspen Road on the southeastern corner of the property furthest away from the 
neighbouring developed property. The building siting meets the setback provisions listed under 
the H1 Zone. The neighbouring property to the south is larger and used for agriculture purposes 
and is significantly lower than the proposed building site.  
 
The building is a simple two-story building with minimum windows that looks like a shop. Given 
that there is no residential use on the property the proposal may impact the look and character 
of the area. A dwelling may be permitted on the property with the micro-cannabis production 
facility, as long as the site containing any activities associated with micro cannabis licence is 
separate from all other uses on the property. The Micro Cannabis Production use is limited to 
200 m2 of gross floor area of a building.  This size is based on the Health Canada licensing 
regulations. 
 
Odor control - Cannabis in all stages of cultivation and processing can emit a strong odour. This is 
particularly true when the plant is budding or flowering, which coincides with harvesting. 
Activities such as cannabis oil extraction/concentration can involve the use of chemical solvents 
such as butane or distillation using alcohol which can also contribute to the overall odour emitted 
from a production facility. Ventilation systems and filters that reduce nuisance smells are 
required under Section 85(1) of the Cannabis Regulation.  However, staff can not ensure that 
Health Canada would effectively address any odor related concerns that may occur.     
 
The applicant has stated that they will use a combination of commercial grade High Efficiency 
Particulate Absorbing (HEPA) and High Efficiency Gas Absorbing (HEGA) filters at the intakes and 
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at the exhaust of the building’s ventilation system to remove any cannabis odour before it is 
released outdoors.  
 
Staff do not anticipate that the odors from a Micro Cannabis Production facility would be stronger 
than other smells associated with agricultural operations.  However, the smell of cannabis is 
unique and unfamiliar, and may be more noticeable. 
    
Disposal of cannabis waste - Waste from the Cannabis production process involves rendering the 
waste unusable by grinding and combining it with other waste products (food, yard, paper, or 
plastic wastes, or soil) which will mask or dilute odour producing compounds.  This waste is then 
typically disposed of in landfills, or by composting.   
 
Water usage - The applicants intend to use a shallow well for the operation. The applicants may 
be required to register the well with FLNRO and may be charged a user fee for agriculture 
purposes. It is unknown if there is adequate quantity and quality of water on the property. 
Research has indicated that one cannabis plant requires an estimated 22 liters of water per plant 
per day during its growing season. However, the applicant has stated that they will need less 
water than the research suggests. This application was referred to the Ministry Forests Lands 
Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development’s Water Stewardship Division for comment, 
who specified their interests were unaffected.  
 
Security – The site must be designed in a manner that prevents unauthorized access. Health 
Canada will not issue a licence if the onsite security measures do not meet the Cannabis Act 
Regulations. Staff do not foresee any issues with security given the Federal Regulations, the site 
will be fenced and cultivation and production occur within the building. 
 
Micro production facilities take up a smaller footprint and are generally less intensive than macro 
scale operations. However, given the close proximity to nearby residents, and the residential 
nature of the neighbourhood, an odor control plan conducted by a registered professional 
engineer is recommended to be required as a condition of use, to be provided through the 
building permit process. As part of the permitting process, odour control plans can be reviewed 
to determine whether emissions are adequately treated such that cannabis odours are not 
perceptible outside the exterior of the building.  
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
                     BYLAW NO. 1899 

 
                   A Bylaw to Amend “Regional District of 

Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993” 
 

The Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting enacts as follows: 

1. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993” be amended 
such that the following definition be added to Section 1.0.2 
 
MICRO CANNABIS PRODUCTION means Cannabis Production which is contained 
entirely within a building where the production and growing of cannabis products is 
limited to no more than 200 m2 of gross floor area per parcel.    
 

2. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” be amended 
such that the following text is added to Section 14.0.1 
 

e. Micro Cannabis Production only on the Parcel legally described as ‘Lot A, District 
Lot 3534, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10696.’ 

 
 

This bylaw may be cited as the “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No.  
1899, 2020”. 
 
READ A FIRST TIME        this day of            , 2020     
 
READ A SECOND TIME        this day of            , 2020  
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD        this day of            , 2020 
    
READ A THIRD TIME        this day of            , 2020 
  
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of “Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1899, 2020” 
 
DATED AT BURNS LAKE this   day of   2020 
 
 
____________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
 
 
ADOPTED this     day of             , 2020   
 
 
____________________  ____________________ 
Chairperson    Corporate Administrator 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
                     BYLAW NO. 1900 

 
                   A Bylaw to Amend “Regional District of 

Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” 
 

The Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting enacts as follows: 

1. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” be amended 
such that the following definition be added to Section 1.0.2 
 
MICRO CANNABIS PRODUCTION means Cannabis Production which is contained 
entirely within a building where the production and growing of cannabis products is 
limited to no more than 200 m2 of gross floor area per parcel.    
 

2. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” be amended 
such that the following text is added to Section 14.0.1 
 

e. Micro Cannabis Production only on the Parcel legally described as ‘Lot A, District 
Lot 3534, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10696’ 

 
 

This bylaw may be cited as the “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No.  
1900, 2020”. 
 
READ A FIRST TIME        this day of            , 2020     
 
READ A SECOND TIME        this day of            , 2020  
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD        this day of            , 2020 
    
READ A THIRD TIME        this day of            , 2020 
  
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of “Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1900, 2020” 
 
DATED AT BURNS LAKE this   day of   2020 
 
 
____________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
 
 
ADOPTED this     day of             , 2020   
 
 
____________________  ____________________ 
Chairperson    Corporate Administrator 
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From: Janette Derksen
To: Jennifer MacIntyre
Subject: RE: cannabis
Date: February 6, 2020 9:41:27 AM

Jen,
 
The Environmental Services Department does not have any concerns with the rezoning application
from this Micro Cannabis Producer.
 
In regards to waste disposal, according to Canada’s Cannabis regulation, there isn’t anything that
directly addresses cannabis waste disposal except that it must be destroyed or made inert. The
regulation is mirroring the Controlled Substance and Narcotic Legislation, which states that the
destruction of the waste must be recorded, along with weights prior to destruction and what the
method was used in this process. Currently, with little guidance from the Federal Government on
this matter the Environmental Services Department is suggesting that any waste disposer should
comply with Federal, Provincial and Municipal environmental protection regulations for composting,
incineration or landfilling.
 
Staff is suggesting that the producer consider onsite composting or incinerating any harvested waste
from their production process as the waste is considered Industry waste which is not an accepted
waste at the regions landfills under the RDBN’s Solid Waste Management Facility Regulation and Use
Fee Bylaw. Also, the RDBN’s Solid Waste Management Plan promotes the diversion of Organic
Matter from the landfills as this material will increases the potential for landfill gas generation,
therefor increasing the carbon emissions related to Greenhouse Gas.
Sincerely,
 

Janette Derksen
Deputy Director of Environmental Services
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

P.O. Box 820, #37-3rd Ave. Burns Lake, BC V0J1E0
p. 250-692-3195    tf. 1-800-320-3339    c. 250-251-1424
f. 250-692-3305
www.rdbn.bc.ca Janette.derksen@rdbn.bc.ca
 
 
 
 

From: Jennifer MacIntyre <jennifer.macIntyre@rdbn.bc.ca> 
Sent: January 22, 2020 11:07 AM
To: Janette Derksen <janette.derksen@rdbn.bc.ca>
Subject: RE: cannabis
 
Thanks Janette!
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

 

 

TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  

FROM:  Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner I 

DATE:  January 20, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Rezoning Application A-07-19 (Hanson North Valley) 
 1st and 2nd Reading Report for Rezoning Bylaws 1901 and 1902, 2020 

 

RECOMMENDATION 

1. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1901, 2020” be given 
first and second reading and subsequently be taken to Public Hearing. 

2. That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1902, 2020” be given 
first and second reading and subsequently be taken to Public Hearing. 

3. That the Public Hearing for “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 
1901, 2020” and “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1902, 2020” 
be delegated to the Director or Alternate Director for Electoral Area A. 

4. And, that staff be directed to not schedule the Public Hearing until a letter is provided 
by an engineer or authorized person under the Sewerage System Regulation explaining 
how an on-site sewage disposal system is proposed to be provided to support the 
additional dwelling. 

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority  
 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This rezoning application proposes to allow a second dwelling on the subject property above a 
shop. Staff support 1st and 2nd reading of the bylaws to change the zoning of the subject 
property from Small Holdings (H1) to Small Holdings Additional Dwelling (H1A) to allow the 
second dwelling. Subject to confirmation that sewage disposal issues can be adequately 
addressed, this will allow the application to proceed to the public hearing stage so that 
residents can provide their input on the proposed use for the Board’s consideration.  

Reviewed by:    Written by: 
 
 
________________________                            ________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn    Jennifer MacIntyre 
Director of Planning    Planner I 
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APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Name of Property Owner:  Jeremy Hanson 

Name of Agent:  Tylor Versteeg  

Electoral Area:  A 

Subject Property: Lot 7, Section 15, Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 
10261 

Property Size: 2.03 ha. (5.03 ac.)  

Location: The subject property is located at 7351 Cedar Road, 7 km from 
the Town of Smithers. 

 

O.C.P. Designation: Rural Residential (RR) in the Smithers Telkwa Rural Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 1704, 2014 

Zoning: Small Holdings (H1) zone in the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993 

Existing Land Use: Residential 

ALR Status: Outside the ALR 

PROPOSAL 

The applicants are currently constructing a 40’ x 70’ (2,800 ft2) shop.  This building is intended 
to be used as part of a home occupation.  The applicant wishes to add a 603 ft2 one-bedroom 
dwelling on the second floor of the shop. 
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The proposed second dwelling is not permitted in the H1 Zone. The applicant has therefore 
applied to amend Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993 from Small 
Holdings (H1) to Small Holdings (Additional Dwelling) (H1 A) to allow a second dwelling on the 
subject property. 

Site Plan 

 

Second Dwelling Floor Plan 
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REFERRAL COMMENTS 

Advisory Planning Commission 

Resolution: APC supports the application to build a suite 

Comments:  Amend H1 to allow a suite. APC does not support amending zoning to H1A to allow 
a 2nd dwelling.  As per application, there needs to be a condition to allow a suite, but that a 2nd 
dwelling cannot be added.  Amending zoning to H1A would permit a 2nd dwelling and that is 
concerning.  

 

Ministry of Transportation 

No Objections: 

• The Ministry sees little to no impact at this time. 

• Clients should know that for any commercial or industrial access, the Ministry does 
require permits, however, for residential access no permits are required on side roads 
(non-numbered routes). 

 
Northern Health Authority 

I am writing this letter in regards to the application to amend the zoning from Small Holdings 
(H1) to Small Holdings (Additional Dwelling) (H1A) for the subject property Lot 7, Section 15, 
Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10261, located at 7351 Cedar Road.  

Approval not recommended due to reasons outlined below.  

Sewage:  

A Permit to Construct a Sewage Disposal System and Authorization to Operate was issued in 
1995 for a 26m diameter lagoon situated on the north end of the property, documentation 
enclosed. The lagoon was designed for a 3-4 Bedroom home with a living area of 2400 sqft. 
Based on the limited information provided in the original Application for Permit to Construct, I 
do not think the existing lagoon will be able to receive additional effluent from the proposed 
single family dwelling and shop activities. The actual lagoon was not assessed on site. As a 
result, I can not comment on the condition of the lagoon. Further, standard practice for lagoons 
have changed since 1995, so the existing lagoon will not meet the criteria published in the BC 
Standard Practice Manual (v.3).  

If the applicant is interested in upgrading the lagoon or demonstrating that the existing lagoon 
is capable of accepting the additional sewage, I can review their proposal and provide 
comment. In either case, the applicant will need to access the expertise of an authorized person 
under the Sewerage System Regulation [BC Reg 326/2004], under the Public Health Act [SBC 
2008 c.28].  

Alternatively, the applicant may submit a proposal for a new lagoon or sewerage system for the 
shop and single family dwelling that I can review and provide comment.  

Drinking Water: 

For this proposal, Northern Health will not require the applicant to prove availability of potable 
water. However, pursuant to the Drinking Water Protection Act [SBC 2001 c.9] and Regulation 
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[BC Reg 200/2003], the owner/operator of a water supply system must obtain an operating 
permit and comply with regulatory requirements. A water supply system is a domestic water 
system (i.e. Used for drinking water and other domestic purposes) that serves more than one 
single-family residence. In this case, if the existing well that is connected to the existing house 
will be connected to the proposed shop and single family dwelling, this would be considered a 
regulated water system. 

DISCUSSION 

Official Community Plan 

The subject property is designated Rural Residential (RR) in the Smithers Telkwa Rural Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 1704, 2014 which is intended to provide opportunities for people to 
live in a rural setting while protecting and preserving the rural character of the area.  

With regards to an additional dwelling in the RR designation, Section 3.4.2 (7) of the OCP states 
that rezoning applications to allow a second single family dwelling on a parcel may be 
considered under the following circumstances: 

(a) The subject property is a minimum of 2 hectares (5 acres) in size or larger, 
or a 2nd single family dwelling exists and is legal but non-conforming to 
zoning.        

(b) It has been demonstrated that the parcel can accommodate an on-site 
sewage disposal system for two dwellings. 

(c) The development is compatible with adjacent land uses and maintains the 
rural character of the area. 

(d) The parcel is not located within a floodplain or on other hazard lands. 

(e) The development addresses wildlife and ecological values. 

(f) And, the future subdivision of the land into a parcel smaller than 2 
hectares (5 acres) is prohibited. 

In staff’s opinion the proposal adequately complies with the OCP, with exception of clause (b), 
which should be addressed prior to final adoption of the rezoning bylaws.   

Zoning 

The Small Holdings (Additional Dwelling) (H1-A) Zone 
only permits one single family dwelling per parcel 
with a gross floor area exceeding 100 m2 (1,076 ft2).  
Limiting the size of the second dwelling reduces the 
potential visual impact associated with two large 
homes on the property.  In addition, the size 
restriction also serves to limit the number of 
bedrooms and therefore control the on-site sewage 
disposal impacts. Further subdivision of the property 
cannot occur under the current or the proposed 
zoning due to the existing parcel size of 2.0 ha.  

Within the boundaries of Electoral Area ‘A’ there are 10 properties zoned H1-A.  
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Sewage Disposal 

According to Northern Health Authority the existing lagoon will need to be upgraded to 
accommodate a second dwelling.  It is recommended that the applicant be required to provide 
a letter from an engineer or authorized person under the Sewerage System Regulation 
explaining how an on-site sewage disposal system is proposed to be provided to support the 
additional dwelling.  It is recommended that this be provided to staff’s satisfaction, prior to the 
scheduling of the public hearing.    

A building permit has been issued for the shop only.  Should the property be rezoned to allow a 
second dwelling the building permit will not be amended to allow that dwelling until the 
property owner has provided evidence that an on-site sewage system is being developed in 
accordance with Northern Health regulations for that second dwelling.    

  

Staff do not anticipate that the second dwelling will impact the character of the area.   

 

175



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
                     BYLAW NO. 1901 

 
                   A Bylaw to Amend “Regional District of 

Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993” 
 

The Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting enacts as follows: 

That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993” be amended such 
that the following land is rezoned from the “Small Holdings (H1)” Zone to the “Small 
Holdings (Additional Dwelling) (H1 A)” Zone.      

 ‘Lot 7, Section 15, Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10261’, shown on  
Schedule “A”, which is incorporated in and forms part of this bylaw.  

 
 

This bylaw may be cited as the “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 
1901, 2020”. 
 
READ A FIRST TIME this          day of             , 2020 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this          day of             , 2020 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this          day of             , 2020 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this          day of             , 2020 
  
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of “Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1901, 2020” 
 
DATED AT BURNS LAKE this   day of   2020 
 
____________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
 
APPROVED BY THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION 
this   day of             
 
ADOPTED this     day of     2020   
 
____________________  ____________________ 
Chairperson    Corporate Administrator 
 
 
 
 

176



 
 
 
 
 
SCHEDULE “A” BYLAW NO. 1901 
  

 ‘Lot 7, Section 15, Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10261’, comprising of ±2.03 ha. 
Being rezoned from the “Small Holdings (H1)” Zone to the “Small Holdings (Additional Dwelling)  
(H1 A)” Zone, as shown. 

 
 I hereby certify that this is Schedule “A” of Bylaw No. 1901, 2020. 

 
        

________________________________ 
                    Corporate Administrator 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF            DATE:  January, 2020     SCALE: 1:2,000                     AREA: ± 2.03 ha 
BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
                     BYLAW NO. 1902 

 
                   A Bylaw to Amend “Regional District of 

Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” 
 

The Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting enacts as follows: 

That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” be amended 
such that the following land is rezoned from the “Small Holdings (H1)” Zone to the “Small 
Holdings (Additional Dwelling) (H1 A)” Zone.      

 ‘Lot 7, Section 15, Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10261’, shown on  
Schedule “A”, which is incorporated in and forms part of this bylaw.  

 
 

This bylaw may be cited as the “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 
1902, 2020”. 
 
READ A FIRST TIME this          day of             , 2020 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this          day of             , 2020 
 
PUBLIC HEARING HELD this          day of             , 2020 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this          day of             , 2020 
  
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of “Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Rezoning Bylaw No. 1902, 2020” 
 
DATED AT BURNS LAKE this   day of   2020 
 
____________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
 
APPROVED BY THE MINISTRY OF TRANSPORTATION 
this   day of             
 
ADOPTED this     day of     2020   
 
____________________  ____________________ 
Chairperson    Corporate Administrator 
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SCHEDULE “A” BYLAW NO. 1902 
  

 ‘Lot 7, Section 15, Township 1A, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 10261’, comprising of ±2.03 ha. 
Being rezoned from the “Small Holdings (H1)” Zone to the “Small Holdings (Additional Dwelling)  
(H1 A)” Zone, as shown. 

 
 I hereby certify that this is Schedule “A” of Bylaw No. 1902, 2020. 

 
        

________________________________ 
                    Corporate Administrator 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF            DATE:  January, 2020     SCALE: 1:2,000                     AREA: ± 2.03 ha 
BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
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M E M O R A N D U M
North Valley Design + Consulting Ltd.

3781 Second Avenue; P.O. Box 187
Smithers, B.C. V0J 2N0

Tel: 250.847.1204 | info@northvalleydesign.ca

Date: November 8, 2019

To:
Regional District of Bulkley Nechako
P.O. Box 820 
Burns Lake, B.C. V0J 1E0

From:
Mr. Tylor Versteeg
Principal
North Valley Design + Consulting Ltd.

Re: 7351 Cedar Road Rezoning Application – H1 to H1A

North Valley Design + Consulting Ltd. (North Valley) has been engaged by Mr. Jeremy Hanson and Mrs. Shaele Hanson to provide 
design and consulting services for developments on the subject property (the property) described below and located within the 
Regional District of Bulkley Nechako (RDBN). The current and proposed developments are located on the parcel identified as:

7351 Cedar Road, Smithers, B.C.
Legal: Lot 1 SECTION 15 TOWNSHIP 1A RANGE 5 COAST DISTRICT PLAN 10261
PID: 005-381-819 

The 2.1-hectare rural property is designated in the official community plan as Rural Residential (RR) and is currently zoned Small 
Holdings (H1). There is an existing single-family dwelling located on the property and a permitted shop is currently under construction. 
The shop is  40’ x 70’ with three-quarters of the footprint being used for shop use and approximately one-quarter of the building 
footprint separated into two-level office/storage areas. Mr. and Mrs. Hanson own and operate Hardline Exploration Corp., and Peaks & 
Valleys Baby. Hardline Exploration is a geological exploration company that mainly operates in camp settings throughout northern BC. 
Peaks and Valleys Baby is a home-based textile business that produced and sells sewed baby products. 
As part of the building design process with Mr. and Mrs. Hanson, North Valley designed two offices on the main floor of the shop, one 
for Mr. Hanson for use when he is not in camp and the other for Mrs. Hanson to operate her home-based business. Both businesses 
do not attract many clients to the property but provide the home-owners a place separate from the single-family dwelling to organize 
and work on their businesses. Many of the rural residential properties around the Smithers municipal boundaries and specifically in the 
subdivisions around Kathlyn Lake are owned by small business owners and the additional space on the property is often utilized by 
their businesses as a supplement to their primary dwelling. These uses were discussed with RDBN staff during the building permit 
zoning review and the shop and offices do comply with the zoning regulations and home-occupation regulations. The offices did not 
require the same ceiling height as the shop, so a second-level was designed over the offices with the intent to build a residential single 
bedroom suite. The shop is detached from the single-family dwelling, therefore a suite in the shop would be identified as a second 
dwelling rather than a secondary suite. A second dwelling is not permitted within the current Small Holdings (H1) zone, however, it 
would be permitted within the Small Holdings (Additional Dwelling) zone (H1 A). 
Mr. and Mrs. Hanson have a young growing family and expect that they will require help at home while both their family and business 
grow. The suite is being requested by Mr. and Mrs. Hanson to provide on-site accommodations for a live-in caregiver that may be 
employed to mind their children in the near future. Both labour and housing in the Bulkley Valley have been identified as a pressure 
point for future economic growth and the Hansons have identified that this alternative form of housing would be of benefit for the 
Bulkley Valley and this property while they are investing in its redevelopment. The prospect of having accommodation for a live-in 
caregiver will either open up a residential unit in another location of the Bulkley Valley or provide the opportunity to attract an out-of-
town caregiver without adding additional burden to the already tight housing market. We also understand that density in Rural 
Residential areas within the RDBN is important as it affects the consistency and cohesiveness of a community. We suggest that this 
dwelling does not dramatically change the use and character of the land since we are attempting to consolidate a second dwelling 
within a shop development that would otherwise be permitted within the H1 zone. Note that if this suite is constructed inside the 
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M E M O R A N D U M

Page 2

footprint of the shop after rezoning, as we are proposing, any future landowner(s) would be restricted from building additional 
residential dwellings on the parcel as the H1A zone only allows two single-family residential dwellings.
North Valley, on behalf of Mr. and Mrs. Hanson is requesting that the subject property be re-zoned to Small Holdings (Additional 
Dwelling) Zone (H1 A). If there are any questions, please do not hesitate to contact the undersigned. 

Sincerely, 

Tylor Versteeg
Principal | North Valley Design + Consulting Ltd.
250.847.1204 | tylor@northvalleydesign.ca
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

 
         

TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  

FROM:  Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning 

DATE:  January 24, 2020 

SUBJECT:   Unsightly Premises, 7239 Stella Rd, Electoral Area D.  
 
 

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the RDBN Board direct staff to continue to work with the owner of 7239 Stella Rd. to gain 
voluntary compliance with “Regional District of Bulkley Nechako Unsightly Premises Bylaw No. 
1649, 2012” and report back to the Board regarding future compliance and enforcement at the 
discretion of the Director for Electoral Area D 
 
VOTING 
 
All Directors / Majority  
 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The RDBN first became aware of the unsightly premises at 7239 Stella Road, as an enforcement 
issue in 2017.  The property became increasingly unsightly in 2018.  As a result of requests from 
the RDBN’s bylaw enforcement officer in 2018 and 2019 the property owner and their tenant 
made some small improvements to the condition of the property.  Unfortunately, the property 
remains unsightly.   
 
The Director for Electoral Area D completed the attached “Bylaw Enforcement Direction Form” 
recommending that staff submit a detailed staff report to the Board with a recommendation to 
continue to work with the owner of 7239 Stella Rd. to gain voluntary compliance.   
 
 
Written by: 
 
       
Jason Llewellyn      
Director of Planning      
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DISCUSSION 
 

Enforcement Efforts 
 

RDBN staff have asked the property owner to comply with “Regional District of Bulkley Nechako 
Unsightly Premises Bylaw No. 1649, 2012” (the Bylaw) by doing the following: 

• Clear from the property any Automobile Wreck or any Derelict Motor Vehicles in excess of 
two (2). 

• Remove from the property all accumulations of Filth, Discarded Materials, and Rubbish. 

• Remove from the property all unsightly materials and conditions. 
 
Staff have sent the property owner a number of letters, and staff have visited the site on 
multiple occasions over the last two years.  There was some clean-up of the property in the 
summer of 2019 in the area closest to Stella Road; however, the property remains unsightly and 
contains multiple automobile wrecks, derelict motor vehicles, and other discarded materials 
and rubbish.  
 
The property owner and tenant have said that most materials being stored on the property are 
required to support their farming operation.     
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The following photographs show the condition of the subject property. 
 

June 2019 pictures 
 

    
 

   
 

November 2019 pictures 
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Recommended Enforcement 

 
In accordance with Section 5 of the RDBN’s Bylaw Enforcement Policy staff have reviewed the 
enforcement situation with the Director for Electoral Area D, and the Director has completed a 
“Bylaw Enforcement Direction Form.”  The completed form is attached to this report.  The 
Director is recommending that staff continue to work with the property owner to gain 
voluntary compliance.  In accordance with policy the Board is asked to approve the direction 
provided in the form.   
 
If the Board supports the recommendation staff will work with the property owner over the 
winter to gain bylaw compliance.  A site inspection will be conducted in the spring and staff will 
review the situation with the Director and future enforcement action will be considered.   
 
If the contravention continues, and reasonable efforts have not been made to address the non-
compliance, the Director may consider recommending that the Board initiate the process to 
have the Regional District Board carry out the work necessary to comply with the Unsightly 
Premises Bylaw at the expense of the property owner.  This process is outlined in Section 7 of 
the RDBN’s Bylaw Enforcement Policy.   This action may include the Regional District, by its own 
forces or those of a contractor, carrying out the work necessary to comply with Section 4 of the 
Bylaw, and the Regional District may recover the costs of undertaking the work as property 
taxes.   
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT   

 

TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  
FROM:  Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner I 
DATE:  February 5, 2020 
SUBJECT:   Crown Land Application Referral 6409175 (CTL Contractors Ltd.)  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments 
on Crown land application 6409175. 
 

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority  
 
 

DISCUSSION 

This application is regarding a 
Licence of Occupation for 
Aggregate and Quarry Material 
– sand and gravel purposes for 
a 5-year term. 

The application area is located 
on a portion of District Lots 
2134 and 2135 and on 
unsurveyed Crown land 
accessed by the Morice-Owen 
FSR, approximately 51 
kilometres south of the District 
of Houston. The application 
area is approximately 5.05 ha. 
in size.  

The purpose of the project is to 
supply 24,000 m3 of sand and 
gravel for surfacing materials to 
the Huckleberry Multi-Use laydown site for the Coastal GasLink Pipeline Project. The screening of 
sand is a secondary operation and will be used to provide pipe bedding during the installation of 
the LNG pipeline. The gravel pit is 24 km south of the Huckleberry Multi-Use Site.  

The site is a pre-existing gravel pit that would be expanded. The expanded area will need to be 
cleared prior to extraction of materials.  

The applicant explored other aggregate suppliers prior to making this application; however, 
they’ve confirmed that they could not provide adequate materials. According to the applicant this 
site is the closest aggregate resource to the Huckleberry site. 
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Access is the existing Morice-Owen FSR. Traffic generated by the development during construction 
phase is estimated to be 150 vehicles per day. During the operation phase it is estimated that 
there will be 50 vehicles per day. Dust generated on the Morice-Owen will be mitigated by a self-
loading water truck using 100 kilolitres per day from the Morice river. 

The application area is not zoned and there is no Official Community Plan for Electoral Area E. 
There are no residences located within 5 km of the site. However, the hauling route will pass by 
the unoccupied Felix George Indian Reserve and 4 dwellings. At the time of writing this report it is 
unknown if a Ministry of Energy, Mines and Petroleum Resources Notice of Work permit has been 
issued.  

 

 

Reviewed by:     Written by: 
 
             
Jason Llewellyn     Jennifer MacIntyre 
Director of Planning     Planner I 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO COMMENT                      
SHEET ON CROWN LAND REFERRAL 6409175 

 

 
Electoral Area:  E 

Applicant:  CTL Contractors Ltd. 

Existing Land Use:  Vacant, forested, and existing unused gravel pit 

Zoning: Not zoned under Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning 
Bylaw No. 700, 1993. 

Plan Designation N/A 

Proposed Use Comply  
With Zoning: N/A 

If not, why?  

Agricultural Land Reserve: Outside the ALR 

Access Highway:   Morice Owen FSR 

Archaeological Site:  None according to provincial mapping 

Building Inspection:   Outside Building Inspection Area 

Fire Protection:                                  Outside Rural Fire Protection Area 

Other comments:  None. 
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Tracking Number: 100298308  |  Version 1.1  |  Submitted Date: Aug 27, 2019 Page 1 of 4

Crown Land Tenure Application
Tracking Number: 100298308

Applicant Information
If approved, will the authorization be issued to
 an Individual or Company/Organization?

Company/Organization

What is your relationship to the
company/organization?

Owner

APPLICANT COMPANY / ORGANIZATION CONTACT INFORMATION
Please enter the contact information of the Individual/Organization who is acting on behalf of the applicant.

Name: CTL Contractors Ltd.
Doing Business As:
Phone: 250-962-8365
Fax: 250-962-8361
Email: will_sims_@hotmail.com
BC Incorporation Number: 483599
Extra Provincial Inc. No:
Society Number:
GST Registration Number: R139719637
Contact Name: Willard Neil Sims
Mailing Address: 2150 Steel Road

Prince George BC  V2K 5B7

CORRESPONDENCE E-MAIL ADDRESS
If you would like to receive correspondence at a different email address than shown above, please provide the correspondence email
address here.  If left blank, all correspondence will be sent to the above given email address.

Email: will_sims_@hotmail.com
Contact Name: Will Sims

ELIGIBILITY

Question Answer Warning
Do all applicants and co-applicants meet the eligibility criteria

for the appropriate category as listed below?

Applicants and/or co-applicants who are Individuals must:
1. be 19 years of age or older and
2. must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents of

Canada. (Except if you are applying for a Private Moorage)

Applicants and/or co-applicants who are Organizations must
either:

1. be incorporated or registered in British Columbia
(Corporations also include registered partnerships,
cooperatives, and non-profit societies which are formed
under the relevant Provincial statutes) or

2. First Nations who can apply through Band corporations or
Indian Band and Tribal Councils (Band or Tribal Councils
require a Band Council Resolution).

Yes

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Please provide us with the following general information about you and your application:

EXISTING TENURE DETAILS

Do you hold another Crown Land Tenure? No
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Tracking Number: 100298308  |  Version 1.1  |  Submitted Date: Aug 27, 2019 Page 2 of 4

ALL SEASONS RESORTS
The All Seasons Resorts Program serves to support the development of Alpine Ski and non-ski resorts on Crown land. For more detailed
information on this program please see the operational policy and if you have further questions please contact FrontCounter BC.

Are you applying within an alpine ski resort? No

WHAT IS YOUR INTENDED USE OF CROWN LAND?
Use the "Add Purpose" button to select a proposed land use from the drop down menu. 
If you wish to use Crown land for a short term, low impact activity you may not need to apply for tenure, you may be authorized under
the Permissions policy or Private Moorage policy. 
To determine if your use is permissible under the Land Act please refer to either the Land Use Policy - Permissions or Land Use Policy -
Private Moorage located here.

Purpose Tenure Period
Aggregates & Quarry Materials
Sand And Gravel

Temporary Licence Two years or less

Are you planning any ground disturbance or
construction?

Yes

ACCESS TO CROWN LAND

Please describe how you plan to access your
proposed crown land from the closest public
road:

 Access to this crown land is off the Morice Owen Forest Service Road at 51km,
south of Houston, BC.

AGGREGATES & QUARRY MATERIALS
All uses of Crown land for mining, quarrying, digging or removal of building, construction and other materials listed in the Land Act,
Section 19, Includes ancillary activities of material sorting, crushing, stockpiling and washing, and the operation of a temporary portable
asphalt plant on site.  Applies to quarrying of abandoned tailings areas on Crown land.

Specific Purpose: Sand And Gravel
Period: Two years or less
Tenure: Temporary Licence

TOTAL APPLICATION AREA
Please give us some information on the size of the area you are applyig for.

Please specify the area: 4.91 hectares

MINES ACT: NOTICE OF WORK
To explore and develop the Province's aggregate resources you may/will be required to obtain a Notice of Work under the Mines Act. 

Have you submitted a Notice of Work
application for a Mines Act permit?

No

 You will be required to apply for Notice of Work Application.

IMPORTANT CONSIDERATIONS

Do you intend to use the aggregates for hydraulic fracturing
(Fraccing)?

No

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
In many cases you might require other authorizations or permits in order to complete your project. In order to make that determination
and point you in the right direction please answer the questions below. In addition, your application may be referred to other agencies
for comments. 

Is the Applicant or any Co-Applicant or their Spouse(s) an employee
of the Provincial Government of British Columbia?

No

Are you planning to cut timber on the Crown Land you are applying
for?

No

202



Tracking Number: 100298308  |  Version 1.1  |  Submitted Date: Aug 27, 2019 Page 3 of 4

Are you planning to use an open fire to burn timber or other
materials?

No

Do you want to transport heavy equipment or materials on an
existing forest road?

Yes

You must obtain a Road Use Permit from the Ministry of Forests, Lands and Natural Resources Operations if the road
is a Forest Service road, or negotiate a Maintenance Agreement with an existing permit holder if the road is under
road permit or special use permit. 

Are you planning to work in or around water? No

Does your operation fall within a park area? No

LOCATION INFORMATION

LAND DETAILS

DRAWINGS
Please provide information on the location and shape of your Crown land application area. You can use one or more of the tools
provided. 

 I have geographic coordinate data (i.e. GPS)
GEOGRAPHIC COORDINATES

For Latitude and Longitude, you must enter a number between 47 to 60 and -140 to -113 respectively. Your Geographic Coordinates
must be in decimal degree format.  Example: 54.144869 (lat) and -124.120275 (long)  If you are using Google Earth for finding the
latitude and longitude values and you need to be sure the format is correct, then follow the steps:
1. Please click on "Tools" in the menu bar
2. Click "Options" 
3. Select "Decimal Degree" under "Show Lat/Long" section

Latitude Longitude Description
54.0420070 -126.6713520 Proposed 51km pit Morice Owen Forest Service Road.

ATTACHED DOCUMENTS

Document Type Description Filename
General Location Map General Location Map for 51km Pit General Location Plan Km 51...

Management Plan Management Plan Management Plan CTL Contrac...

Site Plan Site Plan Site Plan Km 51 Pit.pdf

PRIVACY DECLARATION

 Check here to indicate that you have read and agree to the privacy declaration stated above.
REFERRAL INFORMATION

Some applications may also be passed on to other agencies, ministries or other affected parties for referral or consultation purposes. A
referral or notification is necessary when the approval of your application might affect someone else's rights or resources or those of the
citizens of BC. An example of someone who could receive your application for referral purposes is a habitat officer who looks after the
fish and wildlife in the area of your application. This does not apply to all applications and is done only when required.
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Please enter contact information below for the person who would best answer questions about your application that may arise from
anyone who received a referral or notification.

Company / Organization: CTL Contractors Ltd.
Contact Name: Willard Neil Sims
Contact Address: 2150 Steel Road

Prince George BC  V2K 5B7
Contact Phone: 250-962-8365
Contact Email: will_sims_@hotmail.com

 I hereby consent to the disclosure of the information contained in this application to other agencies, government ministries or
other affected parties for referral or First Nation consultation purposes.

IMPORTANT NOTICES

 Once you click 'Next' the application will be locked down and you will NOT be able to edit it any more.

DECLARATION
 By submitting this application form, I, declare that the information contained on this  form is complete and accurate.

APPLICATION AND ASSOCIATED FEES

Item Amount Taxes Total Outstanding Balance
Crown Land Tenure Application Fee $1,000.00 GST @ 5%: $50.00 $1,050.00 $0.00
OFFICE

Office to submit application to: Smithers

PROJECT INFORMATION

Is this application for an activity or project which
requires more than one natural resource
authorization from the Province of BC?

No

OFFICE USE ONLY
Office

Smithers
File Number Project Number

Disposition ID Client Number
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT   

 

TO:        Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  
FROM:  Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner I 
DATE:  February 5, 2020 
SUBJECT:   Crown Land Application Referral 6409186 (Tower Communications Ltd.)  
 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s comments 
on Crown land application 6409186. 
 

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority  
 
 

DISCUSSION 

This application is regarding a 
Licence of Occupation for 
communication sites purposes for 
a 10 to 30 year period. 

The application area is located on 
unsurveyed Crown land in the 
vicinity of Sheraton Mountain 
approximately 20 kilometres 
southeast of the Village of Burns 
Lake. The application area is 
approximately 0.23 ac. in size.  

The purpose of the application is 
to install a very high frequency 
(VHF) two-way radio repeater site 
to provide radio communications 
to the Pacific Atlantic Pipeline Company (PAPC) for Section 6 of the Coastal GasLink Pipeline 
project. The communication site will be utilized during construction phase of the pipeline and 
throughout its lifetime. A proposed 6 ft. x 8 ft. building will be placed at the location with an 8 ft. 
mast attached.  

There is an existing cell tower located on Sheraton Mountain that is connected to power and has 
public access. The application area is not zoned or located within building inspection area. There 
are no residents in the vicinity of the application area.  

Reviewed by:     Written by: 
 
             
Jason Llewellyn     Jennifer MacIntyre 
Director of Planning     Planner I 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO COMMENT                      
SHEET ON CROWN LAND REFERRAL 6409186 

 

 
Electoral Area:  E 

Applicant:  Tower Communications Ltd. 

Existing Land Use:  Communication Tower 

Zoning: Not zoned under Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning 
Bylaw No. 700, 1993. 

Plan Designation N/A 

Proposed Use Comply  
With Zoning: N/A 

If not, why?  

Agricultural Land Reserve: Outside the ALR 

Access Highway:   Sheraton Mountain FSR 

Archaeological Site:  None according to provincial mapping 

Building Inspection:   Outside Building Inspection Area 

Fire Protection:                                  Outside Rural Fire Protection Area 

Other comments:  None. 
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Management Plan
  

Please describe the details of your project to the extent known. Consult the guidance document for further information on 

regulatory requirements, rational for why the information is required, and how to find required information. 

The scope and the timing for response will be provided. If information is requested and not received, it may result in the 

disallowance of the application.  

Information on these topics may be required as part of the application processing and if further detail is necessary that is not part 

of the application and management plan received, you will be contacted and requested to provide additional information. In some 

circumstances, the use of a qualified professional to complete the plan may be required. 

  

 

1.0 Background
 1.1 Project Overview
  Describe project for which authorization is requested, including construction and/or phased development details:

Tower Communications Ltd. Is providing a solution to Pacific Atlantic Pipeline Company in order to ensure they have VHF radio 
communications along Section 6 of the Coastal Gas Pipeline.

  
 
 
1.2 Investigative Work
If any preliminary investigative work has been carried out, with or without an investigative authorization, provide details on 

work completed, incomplete or on-going from previous term. Please provide comments on any archaeological work, new 

technology or any First Nations agreements undertaken. 

 

Activity Brief Description of Activity Status (e.g. Complete, 
incomplete, ongoing) Comments / Milestones

A service trip to site via the 
public road was conducted.

A site survey was completed 
along with propagation tests to 
ensure that the site does meet 
the communication needs

Propagation tests, and site 
survey tests have been 
completed.

Add Row
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1.4 First Nations Consultation

Describe any contact you may have had, including the name of the First Nation(s) and representatives contacted including a 

description of any discussion of potential adverse effects from the proposed activity and any discussed mitigation measures.
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2.0 Location
 2.1 Description
  Provide a general description of the location of the project. Include activities such as traffic patterns and volume; parking; drilling 

and sampling etc. 

Sheraton Mountain is an existing communication site that already has a power line ran up to it.  There is a good public road to the 
mountain site as BC Hydro, ABC Communications, and either Telus or Rogers already maintain their own sites in the area.

   
2.2 Location Justification
   Provide your reasons/justification of the need for this type of project at this location. For example, is the activity close to a main 

highway for truck access purposes; or adjacent to other examples of this use - ie. is the proposed marina close to an existing 

marina

This site is required in order to provide radio communications along the Coastal Gas Link Pipeline right-of-way.

   
2.3 Seasonal Expectations of Use
 When will the Project require use of the land?  Include information  on key works during construction phases as well as 

operations phase and indicate seasons or full year activities. Please reference reduced risk fish windows as required by DFO: 

 

Project Phase (Construction / Operations) Brief Description of Activity / Works Season

PAPC project estimated to last 
approximately 2 years, but Tower 
Communications Ltd. will take the site over 
beyond this time.

Clearing pipeline right of way, and installing 
pipeline.

Add Row

209



Page 4 of 10Management Plan

3.0 Infrastructure and Improvements
 3.1  Facilities and Infrastructure

Detail any new and existing facilities, infrastructure or processes proposed and any ancillary uses. Provide details of planned 

construction methods and materials, and construction scheduling.

Facility/Infrastructure/Process Construction Methods/Materials Construction Schedule

A 6ft x 6ft x 8ft prefabricated building will be placed at the 
location with an 8ft mast attached.

The building will sit above ground on a treated wood base. 
Possibly up to 4 anchors will be drilled 2ft deep into the 
surround surface rock to ensure building does not move.

Add Field

 
 
3.2 Access
Identify existing and proposed roads used for access and their use by season. Include any proposed connections that require either a Ministry of Transportation 

and Infrastructure permit for connection or use of a Forest Service Road  and what type of FS road and types of vehicles expected. Include information on any 

road use agreements and include the volume of traffic during construction/operation and phase or season that the traffic is expected.

Roadway/Proposed 
Connection Existing/Proposed Existing Road 

Classification

Road Permittee 
Information and Road 

Use Agreements

Traffic Volume

Construction Phase Operations Phase

Mitigation of Traffic 
Effects

Sheraton Mountain 
Road Existing FSR or site Access 2-4 trips with pick up 1 trip per 2-3 months none

Add Field

  
 
3.3 Utility Requirements and Sources
Describe utility requirements and sources, include agreements in place or underway allowing access to utilities. Utilities include power generation, electrical or gas 

transmission or distribution lines, telecommunications.

Initially site will be battery/solar powered, but an application will be put in place, for BC Hydro to supply 120 Volt power from their transformer 175 Meters away.
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3.4 Water Supply
Identify water requirements for construction and operation phases (e.g.  surface water and/or groundwater), including sources, location, volume  and a general 

description of infrastructure planned to meet water supply requirements, include any agreements outside of Water Act Authorizations, such as Municipal water 

supply.

Project Phase (Construction/
Operation)

Water Requirement (e.g. 
Surface water or ground 

water, etc)
Source/location Volume Infrastructure Description Agreements

none n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Add Field

 
 
3.5 Waste Collection Treatment and Disposal
Identify any waste disposal (note septic system required), sewage, sanitation facilities and refuse disposal proposed. Include agreements in place or underway 

such as Health Regional Board Sewage Disposal Permits etc. 

Project Phase (Construction/
Operation)

Is there a water requirement 
(e.g. Surface water or ground 

water, etc)

Discharge distance to closest 
body of water (well, lake, etc.) Volume of daily discharge Infrastructure Description Existing Agreements

n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a n/a

Add Field
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4.0 Environmental
Describe any significant impacts and proposed mitigation for the following environmental classes:

 4.1 Land Impacts

  4.1.1 Vegetation Removal
Is any timber removal required?

Yes No

Are any areas of vegetation to be cleared, outside of timber removal?

Yes No

   
 
4.1.2 Soil Disturbance

Will there be any areas of soil disturbance, including clearing, grubbing, excavation and levelling?

Yes No

 
Is the area to be excavated a Brownfield site or has the potential to be contaminated?

Yes No

 
Is there potential for disturbance of archaeological, paleontological fossils or historical artifacts?

Yes No

   
 
4.1.3 Riparian Encroachment

 
Will any works be completed within or adjacent to the riparian zone of any water body? If your project is within 
30 meters of a watercourse and you intend to: disturb soil, remove plants, construct, install works for flood 
protection, develop drainage systems or service sewer or water systems the Riparian Areas Regulation may affect 
your development.

Yes No

   
 
4.1.4 Pesticides and Herbicides

 
Will there be any use of pesticides or herbicides during construction, operations and/or maintenance?

Yes No

   
 
4.1.5 Visual Impacts

 
Will there be any adverse effects of the projects, and any potential adverse effects on sight lines to the project 
area from surrounding areas likely to be used for scenic viewing by residents or other users?

Yes
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No

   
 
4.1.6 Archaeological Sites

Are there any known or high potential (Arch Procedure) archaeological sites within the project area?

Yes No

  

Have you conducted an AIA or engaged an archaeologist to assist with your investigations?

Yes No

   
 
4.1.7 Construction Methods and Materials

Identify the types of construction materials, the methods used, their impacts, and any mitigations:

Construction Material/Method Impacts Mitigations

above ground base minimizes 
enviromental impact 1.83 meter x 1.83 meter ground cover

Add Field

  
 
4.2 Atmospheric Impacts
  
  4.2.1 Sound, Odor, Gas or Fuel Emissions

    

Will the project construction or operation cause any of the following to disturb wildlife or nearby residents: 

 

Sound? Yes No

Odor? Yes No

Gas? Yes No

Fuel Emissions? Yes No

  
 
4.3 Aquatic Lands
  
  4.3.1 Drainage Effects

  

Will the project result in changes to land drainage?

Yes No
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  4.3.2 Public Access

  

Will the project result in changes to public access?

Yes No

  
  4.3.3 Flood Potential

  

Will the project result in a potential for flooding?

Yes No

  
 
4.4 Fish and Wildlife Habitat
  
  4.4.1 Disturbance to Fish/Wildlife and Fish/Wildlife Habitat

  

Will the project result in adverse effects to wildlife or wildlife habitat? 

(BC Wildlife Act)

Yes No

  

Will the project (construction or operations phase) occur in and around streams, lakes, estuarine or marine environments?

Yes No

  

Is the project (construction or operations phase) likely to increase erosion or sedimentation?

Yes No

  

Will the project (construction or operations phase) require water diversion?

Yes No

  

Will the project threaten or endanger species at risk in the area? 

Species At Risk Act 

Yes No
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5.0 Socio-Community
  5.1 Land Use

Describe the current community setting on or near the project area, including the location of non-aboriginal and aboriginal 

communities or known use areas. 

 

Currently an existing communication site location.

   
5.1.1 Land Management Plans and Regional Growth Strategies

Are there any land and resource management plans, coastal plans, provincial, regional growth strategies or local 

government plans with zoning, or management policies or use restrictions in place that could limit or preclude your proposed 

use of the land? (Please refer to the Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM), and check the websites of the municipality, regional 
district or other organization with jurisdiction including your project area.) 

Yes No

   
  5.2 Socio-Community Conditions

5.2.1 Adjacent Users or Communities
Is the project likely to restrict public access, or the ability, or the ability of adjacent land owners or tenure holder to access 

their property or tenures?

Yes No

 
5.2.2 Existing Services

Provide a description any increased demand on fire protection and other health facilities and emergency  

services arising from your Project, including proposed management or mitigation measures.
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Crown Land Tenure Application
Tracking Number: 100306133

Applicant Information
If approved, will the authorization be issued to
 an Individual or Company/Organization?

Company/Organization

What is your relationship to the
company/organization?

Owner

APPLICANT COMPANY/ORGANIZATION CONTACT INFORMATION
Have you considered using a BCeID?A BCeID allows you to save your application at any time and return later to complete it or check the
status of your application. It only takes a few minutes to sign up for a free BCeID which also allows you to use the same ID for many
other government services.Click on 'Save Application' on the bottom and then on 'Register' to sign up. You will return to this application
once the sign up has been completed.

Name: TOWER COMMUNICATIONS LTD
Doing Business As: TOWER COMMUNICATIONS LTD
Phone: 250-845-7306
Fax: 250-845-7303
Email: towercom@telus.net
BC Incorporation Number: BC0156406
Extra Provincial Inc. No:
Society Number:
GST Registration Number: 105332225
Contact Name: Conrad VanSpronsen
Mailing Address: PO BOX 1330 HOUSTON

HOUSTON BC  V0J1Z0

ELIGIBILITY

Question Answer Warning
Do all applicants and co-applicants meet the eligibility criteria

for the appropriate category as listed below?

Applicants and/or co-applicants who are Individuals must:
1. be 19 years of age or older and
2. must be Canadian citizens or permanent residents of

Canada. (Except if you are applying for a Private Moorage)

Applicants and/or co-applicants who are Organizations must
either:

1. be incorporated or registered in British Columbia
(Corporations also include registered partnerships,
cooperatives, and non-profit societies which are formed
under the relevant Provincial statutes) or

2. First Nations who can apply through Band corporations or
Indian Band and Tribal Councils (Band or Tribal Councils
require a Band Council Resolution).

Yes

TECHNICAL INFORMATION
Please provide us with the following general information about you and your application:

EXISTING TENURE DETAILS

Do you hold another Crown Land Tenure? Yes
Please specify your file number: 6405951

If you have several file numbers, please make a note of at least one of them
above. Example numbers: 1234567, 153245, others
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ALL SEASONS RESORTS
The All Seasons Resorts Program serves to support the development of Alpine Ski and non-ski resorts on Crown land. For more detailed
information on this program please see the operational policy and if you have further questions please contact FrontCounter BC.

Are you applying within an alpine ski resort? No

WHAT IS YOUR INTENDED USE OF CROWN LAND?
Use the "Add Purpose" button to select a proposed land use from the drop down menu. 
If you wish to use Crown land for a short term, low impact activity you may not need to apply for tenure, you may be authorized under
the Permissions policy or Private Moorage policy. 
To determine if your use is permissible under the Land Act please refer to either the Land Use Policy - Permissions or Land Use Policy -
Private Moorage located here.

Purpose Tenure Period
Communication Site
VHF Two-way Radio Repeater Site

Licence of Occupation Ten to thirty years

ACCESS TO CROWN LAND

Please describe how you plan to access your
proposed crown land from the closest public
road:

Walking distance from existing public road

COMMUNICATION SITE
Communication sites are Crown land used for communication use such as radio, television, microwave, and satellite facilities and related
works.  

Specific Purpose: VHF Two-way Radio Repeater Site
Period: Ten to thirty years
Tenure: Licence of Occupation

TOTAL APPLICATION AREA
Please give us some information on the size of the area you are applying for.

Specify Length: 2 meters
Specify Width: 2 meters

ADDITIONAL QUESTIONS
In many cases you might require other authorizations or permits in order to complete your project. In order to make that determination
and point you in the right direction please answer the questions below. In addition, your application may be referred to other agencies
for comments. 

Is the Applicant or any Co-Applicant or their Spouse(s) an employee
of the Provincial Government of British Columbia?

No

Are you planning to cut timber on the Crown Land you are applying
for?

No

Are you planning to use an open fire to burn timber or other
materials?

No

Do you want to transport heavy equipment or materials on an
existing forest road?

No

Are you planning to work in or around water? No

Does your operation fall within a park area? No

217



Tracking Number: 100306133  |  Version 1.1  |  Submitted Date: Dec 13, 2019 Page 3 of 4

LOCATION INFORMATION

LAND DETAILS

DRAWINGS
Please provide information on the location and shape of your Crown land application area. You can use one or more of the tools
provided. 

 I have geographic coordinate data (i.e. GPS)
GEOGRAPHIC COORDINATES

For Latitude and Longitude, you must enter a number between 47 to 60 and -140 to -113 respectively. Your Geographic Coordinates
must be in decimal degree format.  Example: 54.144869 (lat) and -124.120275 (long)  If you are using Google Earth for finding the
latitude and longitude values and you need to be sure the format is correct, then follow the steps:
1. Please click on "Tools" in the menu bar
2. Click "Options" 
3. Select "Decimal Degree" under "Show Lat/Long" section

Latitude Longitude Description
54.1267080 -125.4909530 Sheraton Mountain

ATTACHED DOCUMENTS

Document Type Description Filename
Communication Site Inventory Site Inventory Sheraton-Site Inventory.pdf

Communication Site
Questionnaire

Comm_site_questionaire Sheraton-questionaire.pdf

Management Plan Management-plan Sheraton-management_plan.pdf

Side Profile Side-profile_site-plan Sheraton-side profile-layou...

Site Plan Map Sheraton Map.png

PRIVACY DECLARATION

 Check here to indicate that you have read and agree to the privacy declaration stated above.
REFERRAL INFORMATION

Some applications may also be passed on to other agencies, ministries or other affected parties for referral or consultation purposes. A
referral or notification is necessary when the approval of your application might affect someone else's rights or resources or those of the
citizens of BC. An example of someone who could receive your application for referral purposes is a habitat officer who looks after the
fish and wildlife in the area of your application. This does not apply to all applications and is done only when required.

Please enter contact information below for the person who would best answer questions about your application that may arise from
anyone who received a referral or notification.

Company / Organization: TOWER COMMUNICATIONS LTD
Contact Name: Conrad VanSpronsen
Contact Address: PO BOX 1330 HOUSTON
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HOUSTON BC  V0J1Z0
Contact Phone: 250-845-7306
Contact Email: towercom@telus.net

 I hereby consent to the disclosure of the information contained in this application to other agencies, government ministries or
other affected parties for referral or First Nation consultation purposes.

IMPORTANT NOTICES

 Once you click 'Next' the application will be locked down and you will NOT be able to edit it any more.

DECLARATION
 By submitting this application form, I, declare that the information contained on this  form is complete and accurate.

OTHER INFORMATION

Is there any other information you
would like us to know?

Time is of the essence in getting this application pushed through, so I appreciate
anything you can do to expedite the approval.  Radio license application is in place
and expect licensed early 2020

APPLICATION AND ASSOCIATED FEES

Item Amount Taxes Total Outstanding Balance
Crown Land Tenure Application Fee $1,000.00 GST @ 5%: $50.00 $1,050.00 $0.00
OFFICE

Office to submit application to: Smithers

PROJECT INFORMATION

Is this application for an activity or project which
requires more than one natural resource
authorization from the Province of BC?

No

APPLICANT SIGNATURE
Applicant Signature Date

OFFICE USE ONLY
Office

Smithers
File Number Project Number

Disposition ID Client Number
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT 

TO:   Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

FROM: Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning 

DATE: February 4, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Proposed NCLGA Resolution on the BC Energy Step Code  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the RDBN Board support the draft resolution proposed by the Town of Smithers.  

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The Town of Smithers has forwarded a draft NCLGA resolution to the Regional District for 
discussion.  The content of the draft resolution is consistent with the concerns previously 
expressed by the Regional District Board regarding the BC Energy Step Code.  Staff support the 
proposed draft NCLGA resolution. 

Implementation of the BC Energy Step Code in the Regional District will introduce new building 
costs and will require “energy advisors” to become involved in the building design and 
construction process.   It is expected and the costs and lack of access to “energy advisors” will 
impact building activity in the region, and result in older less energy efficient buildings not being 
replaced by newer homes, which is counterproductive to the intent of the BC Energy Step Code.  

Written by: 

Jason Llewellyn 
Director of Planning 
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2 
 

BACKGROUND 
What is the BC Energy Step Code? 

 
The Province’s Climate Leadership Plan set a goal that all new buildings in British Columbia will 
be net zero within 15 years.  A net-zero energy building is one that has reduced energy 
requirements, and renewable energy systems, so that the building produces as much energy as 
it consumes.  The Energy Step Code is a Provincial Government initiative designed to have local 
governments implement the requirements for all new building to be net zero ready by 2032.   
 
The Energy Step Code is performance based.  Under Step 1, every class of home and building will 
be required to be energy modeled prior to construction and then “commissioned”, including 
testing for airtightness prior to occupancy.  Subsequent steps establish targets relating to the 
efficiency of the total building, the building envelope (i.e. air leakage, insulation, windows and 
doors, etc.) and the performance of the mechanical systems (i.e. heating, cooling, ventilation, 
etc.).  This design and testing work must be performed by a qualified “energy advisor.” 
 

What is Expected of Local Governments? 
 

The Province’s intent is that the Step Code’s modelling and testing requirements and 
performance targets will be voluntarily adopted by local governments in advance of 2032.  The 
Province is making efforts to “encourage” local governments to implement policies and programs 
that apply the Step Code on a “voluntary” basis.  It is expected that local governments will be 
encouraged to adopt progressively more stringent performance levels or “steps” over time.  The 
Province indicates that by 2032, the BC Building Code will move toward the higher steps of the 
BC Energy Step Code as a minimum requirement.  
  
The Province has developed a Best Practices Guide that provides local governments with 
guidelines on “successful” implementation.   
 
The Province undertakes an annual BC Energy Step Code Local Government Survey which tracks 
local government understanding, implementation, and opinions regarding the BC Step Code.  It 
is noted that no local governments outside of the lower mainland, Vancouver Island, Kootenays 
and Thompson Okanagen have implemented any portion of the BC Step Code.     
 
THE CONCERNS 
 
Implementation of the BC Step Code will result in increased costs associated with staff education 
and training, and increased application processing times.  However, the most notable impacts 
relate to the additional costs associated with construction, including the requirement to pay for 
professionals (energy advisors) to undertake the necessary energy modeling, airtightness testing, 
and commissioning of building equipment.  
 
The requirements for involvement of professionals at multiple stages in the building process are 
of particular concern.  Even with good success in developing professional capacity in the region 
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the cost to retain the services of these professionals, especially in rural and remote areas, may 
be high.  In some areas it will be a challenge to retain the necessary services at any cost.  At 
present there are no qualified “energy advisors” located in the Regional District.    
 
The RDBN appreciates the intent behind the Energy Step Code; however, the potential impact 
may be counterproductive to the intent.  The costs associated with the Step Code may result in 
older less energy efficient homes not being replaced by new homes. These increased costs will 
also impede local governments in their efforts to address housing choice and affordability 
issues in the region. 
   
Given our climate, and limited access to the professional services required by the Energy Step 
Code, the challenges and impacts to our region will be notably greater than other areas of the 
province.  The plan to allow local government to move towards net zero building in voluntary 
stages prior to mandatory implementation does little to resolve the inevitable negative impacts 
associated with the strategy.  
 
RDBN RESPONSE TO THE BC STEP CODE 
 
In 2017, when the BC Energy Step Code was first introduced, the Planning Department reported 
to the Board on the anticipated impacts.  The RDBN Board sent the attached letter dated March 
24, 2017 to the Minister expressing concern with the BC Energy Step Code.  This letter asked 
that the Province reconsider implementation of the BC Energy Step Code in the RDBN.   In May 
2017 the Assistant Deputy Minister responded with the attached letter. 
 
In 2018 the attached “Briefing Notes: Building Costs in the RDBN” document was developed for 
discussion at UBCM and the CAO / CEO Forum.    
 
M:\Building Inspection\Staff\JLlewellyn\BC Energy Step Code Awareness and Readiness Survey_files\reports\BC Step Code report - Feb. 
2020\1.Step Code Report - Feb. 2020.docx 
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This is a DRAFT RESOLUTION for discussion with stakeholders and other local governments.  The 
intention is to have these discussions over the next few weeks in order to pass a final resolution at the 
last meeting in February – in time for the NCLGA deadline. 

Whereas the Building Code is being changed to include higher energy standards in accordance with the 
Energy Step Code. 

And whereas successful implementation of the Energy Step Code requires: 

1. Preparedness of the building community; 
2. Energy advisors that are readily accessible; 
3. Availability and affordability of required materials; and 
4. Staff capacity within local governments. 

And whereas northern, rural and remote communities lack the resources and feel the following barriers 
associated with successful implementation: 

1. Lack of local training opportunities for the building community; 
2. Lower capacity within small local governments; 
3. Lack of qualified Energy Advisors, and the possibility that some rural communities will not at any 

time have an adequate workload to entice an energy advisor to do business in the area; 
4. Higher material costs in rural communities leading to concerns of affordability among residents; 

And whereas some jurisdictions within BC are asking for exemptions from the Energy Step Code because 
of these barriers; 

And whereas across the Province communities are simultaneously trying to address the growing housing 
affordability concerns; 

And whereas there exists the possibility of turning these barriers into opportunities with the right 
programs and support. 

Be it resolved that: 

Local governments want to be a part of the solution to implement the Energy Step Code and to do this 
our communities will need additional resources. 

And that:  

We request that the Province of British Columbia assist rural, remote, and northern regions to meet the 
challenge in an equitable way by finding solutions for the above mentioned barriers.  
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Briefing Notes 

Building Costs in the RDBN 
 

 
The Issue 
 
The increasingly high cost of construction in relation to property values limits the amount of new 
building construction in our region.  The cost of building a new home in the RDBN is, in most areas, 
notably higher than the resale value of that home.  Owners are not building homes for profit, and in 
most areas of the region it is much cheaper to purchase and renovate an existing home rather than 
construct a new home.  The result is that housing stock in the region is not being adequately replaced, 
and the existing housing stock is getting older and older.  This issue is impacting our ability to attract 
new residents and diversify our economy.  
 
Owner Builder Authorizations 
 
As of July 2016 a resident cannot build their own house without first passing an exam which is intended 
to test their knowledge of construction basics.   This is in addition to the many other regulations that the 
Province has put in place to govern residential builders in BC.  In the RDBN’s opinion the owner builder 
authorizations exam requirement has no positive impact on the quality of construction in our region.  
However, it is unnecessarily increasing the cost of construction and is discouraging the construction of 
new dwellings.   
   
The owner builder authorization exam was implemented to improve the quality of construction of 
owner built homes.  However, this is not a concern in our region.  Owner builders are not building to a 
lesser standard than licensed builders.  They are building their own home and are motivated to build 
with care, and the RDBN Building Inspectors work closely with owner builders throughout the building 
process.   
 
The northern lifestyle, and the character and experiences of many of our residents, does not predispose 
them to be effective in passing written exams.  However, that same lifestyle, character, and experience 
has provided a good understanding of the building process.  A written exam process is not an effective 
tool to determine our resident’s capacity to undertake the building of their home.   
   
In many areas of the region there is a very limited supply of licensed builders and there are long waits 
for their services.  Enticing a licensed builder to certain areas requires very high fees for their services.   
In some areas of our region it is challenging to retain a licensed builder at any cost.      
 
Energy Step Code 
   
The additional costs associated with the Energy Step Code will further stifle new building.  It would not 
be responsible for the RDBN to voluntarily implement the Energy Step Code in the foreseeable future.  
The Energy Step Code will introduce notable new costs for building materials, mechanical equipment, 
and testing by professionals.   Given our climate, and limited access to the professional services requires 
by the step code, the challenges and impacts to our region can be expected to be notably greater than in 
other areas of the province.  The plan to allow local government to move towards net zero building in 
voluntary stages prior to mandatory implementation does little to resolve the inevitable negative 
impacts associated with the strategy.  
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The RDBN appreciates the intent behind the Energy Step Code; however, the anticipated impact is 
counterproductive to the intent.  The reality in our region is that the costs associated with the Step Code 
will result in older less energy efficient homes not being replaced by new homes.   The requirements for 
testing by professionals is of particular concern.  Even if there was very good success in developing 
professional capacity in the region the cost to retain the services of these professionals, especially in 
rural and remote areas, will require very high fees for their services.   In some areas it will be a challenge 
to retain the necessary services at any cost. 
 
      
 
Summary 
 
The owner builder authorizations exam requirement should not exist in the RDBN, and owner builders 
should be allowed to retain the services of a construction manager to assist them in the building 
process, without having to retain the services of a licensed builder.  There should be no mandatory 
implementation of the Energy Step Code, and the Province should work with northern local 
governments to identify a strategy that will work in the north and encourage the building of new homes. 
 
The solutions that make sense in southern BC are not appropriate in the north.   Applying one size fits all 
solutions designed to benefit southern BC, and ignoring the collaterol damage caused to the northern 
half of the province is not acceptable.      

232



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prepared by: 

Regional District of Bulkley Nechako Planning Department 

  

A DISCUSSION OF HOUSING 

ISSUES IN THE REGIONAL 

DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-

NECHAKO 

Housing in the RDBN: 

A Discussion Paper 

233



Housing in the RDBN:  A Discussion Paper 

 2 

Table of Contents 
PART 1: INTRODUCTION AND HOUSING DATA ..................................................................................................... 4 

Introduction ...................................................................................................................................................... 4 

Housing DATA (2016 Census Data) ................................................................................................................... 5 

Electoral Area A ............................................................................................................................................ 5 

Electoral Area B ............................................................................................................................................ 6 

Electoral Area C ............................................................................................................................................ 7 

Electoral Area D ............................................................................................................................................ 8 

Electoral Area E ............................................................................................................................................ 9 

Electoral Area F ........................................................................................................................................... 10 

Electoral Area G .......................................................................................................................................... 11 

Part 2: MARKET VALUE, CONSTRUCTION COSTS, AND DEVELOPMENT ............................................................. 12 

Market Value .................................................................................................................................................. 12 

Construction Costs and Development Implications ....................................................................................... 13 

Managing Construction Costs in the RDBN .................................................................................................... 15 

Owner / Builder Regulations ...................................................................................................................... 15 

BC Step Code .............................................................................................................................................. 16 

Part 3: HOUSING NEEDS IN THE RDBN ................................................................................................................ 17 

Housing Needs Assessments in the RDBN ...................................................................................................... 17 

Housing Type .............................................................................................................................................. 17 

Dwelling Age ............................................................................................................................................... 17 

Rental Housing ............................................................................................................................................ 18 

Owner Occupied Housing ........................................................................................................................... 18 

Senior’s Housing ......................................................................................................................................... 18 

Low Income Housing .................................................................................................................................. 19 

Housing Supply, Community Health, and Economic Development ................................................................ 19 

Part 4: HOUSING STRATEGIES AND ACTION PLANS ............................................................................................ 21 

Typical Housing Study Strategies for Market Housing ................................................................................... 21 

Market Housing Strategy Efficacy ................................................................................................................... 21 

Typical Housing Study Strategies for Non - Market housing .......................................................................... 22 

Non - Market Housing Success in the Region ................................................................................................. 22 

The Role of the Rural Area in Addressing the Region’s Housing Needs ......................................................... 24 

Part 5: PROVINCIAL INITIATIVES ......................................................................................................................... 25 

234



Housing in the RDBN:  A Discussion Paper 

 3 

Homes for BC: A 30 Point Plan for Housing Affordability in BC ...................................................................... 25 

BC Housing Funding Opportunities................................................................................................................. 25 

PART 6: HOUSING NEEDS REPORTS MOVING FORWARD ................................................................................... 26 

Mandatory Local Government Housing Needs Reports ................................................................................. 26 

UBCM Housing Needs Reports Program ........................................................................................................ 26 

PART 7: NDIT HOUSING PROGRAM .................................................................................................................... 27 

Housing Needs Assessments Program ............................................................................................................ 27 

Community Planning for Housing Program .................................................................................................... 27 

Northern Housing Incentive Program ............................................................................................................. 27 

PART 8: SUMMARY ............................................................................................................................................. 28 

 

 

  

235



Housing in the RDBN:  A Discussion Paper 

 4 

PART 1: INTRODUCTION AND HOUSING DATA 

Introduction 

This report provides an overview of the RDBN’s housing situation and discusses the factors contributing to 

the situation.  It discusses the region’s housing needs in general terms and discusses the constraints and 

practical opportunities that exist to improve the RDBN’s housing situation.   

There has been much effort placed on addressing housing issues in British Columbia in recent years.  The 

housing issues which have been the focus of the Province of BC are those associated with reduced 

affordability as a result of increasing land values.  However, the housing issues that exist in the RDBN, and the 

contributing factors, are not associated with high land value.  In fact, the RDBN’s housing issues are, at least 

in part, associated with low land value and limited new housing development.  As a result, the RDBN and its 

member municipalities are challenged to address the region’s housing issues in the relative absence of 

market-based solutions.  The RDBN’s housing stock has not seen significant growth and is not being replaced 

or diversified as necessary to meet the needs of its residents. 

Table 1:  RDBN Housing Type   
Rural Municipal TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 5510 (85.8%) 5370 (68.7%) 10880 (76.4%) 

Manufactured Homes 850 (13.2%) 630 (8.1%) 1480 (10.4%) 

Detached Dwellings 35 (0.5%) 360 (4.6%) 395 (2.8%) 

Row Housing 10 (0.2%) 480 (6.1%) 490 (3.4%) 

Apartment 20 (0.3%) 975 (12.5%) 995 (7%) 

SUM 6425 (100%) 7815 (100%) 14240 (100%) 

 

Table 2:  RDBN Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

  Rural Municipal TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 5,895 (91.8%) 5,555 (71.1%) 11,450 (80.4%) 

Rental Housing 750 (11.7%) 2,195 (28.1%) 2,945 (20.7%) 

SUM 6,645 (100%) 7,750 (100%) 14,395 (100%) 

 

Note: “Other single attached house” have been combined with Semi-detached house. Basement suites are 

counted as an apartment. 
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Housing DATA (2016 Census Data) 
 

Electoral Area A 
 

Table 3: Housing Type 

  Electoral Area A Town of Smithers Village of Telkwa TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 87% 66.4% 91.8% 77.7% 

Manufactured Homes 12.4% 5.2% 5.1% 8.2% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 0.5% 6.1% 0% 3.1% 

Row Housing 0% 3.9% 2% 2.1% 

Apartment 0% 18.3% 1% 8.9% 

Total Housing Stock 2213 2389 539 5141 

 

Table 4: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

  Electoral Area A Town of Smithers Village of Telkwa TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 88.6% 68.8% 90.8% 79.4% 

Rental Housing 11.0% 31.2% 10.2% 20.8% 
 

Table 5: Housing Age 

 Electoral Area A Town of Smithers Village of Telkwa TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 7.4% 18.1% 17.3% 13.5% 

1961-1980 39.6% 37.6% 17.3% 36.4% 

1981-1990 19.8% 17% 16.3% 18.1% 

1991-2000 22.5% 15.5% 32.7% 20.2% 

2001-2010 4.2% 8.1% 8.2% 6.5% 

2011-2016 3.5% 3.9% 8.2% 4.2% 
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Electoral Area B 
 

 

 

 

  

Table 6: Housing Type 

 Electoral Area B Village of Burns Lake TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 82.3% 75.2% 79% 

Manufactured Homes 14.6% 0.7% 8.1% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 1.9% 2.2% 2% 

Row Housing 0.6% 1.5% 1% 

Apartment 0.6% 20.4% 9.8% 

Total Housing Stock 896 748 1644 

Table 7: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

 Electoral Area B Village of Burns Lake TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 90.9% 61.3% 81% 

Rental Housing 9% 39.4% 23.1% 

Table 8: Housing Age 

 Electoral Area B Village of Burns Lake TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 10.8% 17.5% 13.9% 

1961-1980 39.9% 44.5% 42% 

1981-1990 15.8% 13.9% 14.9% 

1991-2000 22.8% 21.9% 22.4% 

2001-2010 8.2% 3.6% 6.1% 

2011-2016 1.3% 1.5% 1.4% 
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Electoral Area C 
 

Table 9: Housing Type 

 Electoral Area C Fort St. James TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 81.1% 69.8% 75.3% 

Manufactured Homes 18% 11.6% 14.7% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 0% 2.3% 1.2% 

Row Housing 0.8% 7% 4% 

Apartment 0% 9.3% 4.8% 

Total Housing Stock 737 761 1498 
 

 

 

  

Table 10: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

 Electoral Area C Fort St. James TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 86% 72.1% 85.7% 

Rental Housing 13% 27.9% 20.7% 

Table 11: Housing Age 

 Electoral Area C Fort St. James TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 3.3% 7.8% 5.6% 

1961-1980 45.9% 55% 50.6% 

1981-1990 19.7% 14% 16.7% 

1991-2000 20.5% 17.1% 18.7% 

2001-2010 5.7% 3.1% 4.4% 

2011-2016 4.9% 3.1% 4% 
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Electoral Area D 
 

Table 12: Housing Type 

 Electoral Area D Fort Fraser Fraser Lake TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 87.8% 56.7% 57.8% 72.2% 

Manufactured Homes 9.9% 23.3% 4.6% 9.3% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 0.8% 10% 19.3% 9.3% 

Row Housing 0% 0% 9.2% 3.7% 

Apartment 1.5% 10% 9.2% 5.6% 

Total Housing Stock 854 138 551 1543 
 

 

 

  

Table 13: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

 Electoral Area D Fort Fraser Fraser Lake TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 87.9% 76.9% 73% 80.7% 

Rental Housing 12.0% 23.0% 27% 17.8% 

Table 14: Housing Age 

  Electoral Area D Fort Fraser Fraser Lake TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 9.2% 13.3% 2.8% 7% 

1961-1980 42% 30% 56.9% 46.7% 

1981-1990 19.8% 20% 11.9% 16.7% 

1991-2000 19.8% 16.7% 6.4% 14.1% 

2001-2010 6.9% 0% 4.6% 5.2% 

2011-2016 3.8% 0% 1.8% 2.6% 
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Electoral Area E 
 

Table 15: Housing Type 

 Electoral Area E TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 89.4% 89.4% 

Manufactured Homes 9.8% 9.8% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 0% 0% 

Row Housing 0% 0% 

Apartment 0.8% 0.8% 

Total Housing Stock 840 840 
 

 

 

  

Table 16: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

 Electoral Area E TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 87.9% 88.6% 

Rental Housing 12.0% 12.2% 

Table 17: Housing Age 

 Electoral Area E TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 13.8% 13.8% 

1961-1980 48% 48% 

1981-1990 13.8% 13.8% 

1991-2000 13% 13% 

2001-2010 10.6% 10.6% 

2011-2016 1.6% 1.6% 
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Electoral Area F 
 

Table 18: Housing Type 

 Electoral Area F Vanderhoof TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 85% 69.3% 76.2% 

Manufactured Homes 15% 9.7% 12% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 0% 3.7% 2.1% 

Row Housing 0% 10% 5.6% 

Apartment 0% 7.2% 4% 

Total Housing Stock 1902 1831 3733 
 

 

 

  

Table 19: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

 Electoral Area F Vanderhoof TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 88.4% 71.9% 79.5% 

Rental Housing 11.0% 28.4% 20.9% 

Table 20: Housing Age 

  Electoral Area F Vanderhoof TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 7.3% 14.6% 11.4% 

1961-1980 38.3% 38.7% 38.5% 

1981-1990 20.1% 16% 17.8% 

1991-2000 15.3% 16% 15.7% 

2001-2010 11.3% 11.2% 11.2% 

2011-2016 8% 4% 5.8% 
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Electoral Area G 
 

Table 21: Housing Type 

 Electoral Area G Granisle Houston TOTAL 

Single Family Dwellings 86.3% 74.3% 62.9% 68.8% 

Manufactured Homes 12.3% 5.7% 16.1% 14.3% 

Semi - Detached Dwellings 1.4% 0% 1.6% 1.4% 

Row Housing 0% 14.3% 6% 5.6% 

Apartment 0% 5.7% 13.3% 9.8% 

Total Housing Stock 450 284 1245 1979 
 

 

 

  

Table 22: Housing Ownership and Rental Housing 

 Electoral Area G Granisle Houston TOTAL 

Owner Occupied 79.5% 97.1% 72.6% 76.4% 

Rental Housing 15.1% 11.4% 27.4% 23.3% 

Table 23: Housing Age 

 Electoral Area G Granisle Houston TOTAL 

1960 and earlier 4.1% 5.7% 6.5% 5.9% 

1961-1980 54.8% 91.4% 54.4% 58.1% 

1981-1990 13.7% 0% 14.1% 12.6% 

1991-2000 13.7% 0% 16.5% 14.3% 

2001-2010 4.1% 0% 7.7% 6.2% 

2011-2016 2.7% 5.7% 0.8% 1.7% 
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Part 2: MARKET VALUE, CONSTRUCTION COSTS, AND 
DEVELOPMENT  

Market Value 

According to BC Real Estate Association data, in 2018 the average selling price for a single family dwelling in 

the RDBN ranged from a low of approximately $125,000 to a high of $275,000 depending on location of the 

dwelling in the region.  The assessed value of typical urban residential lots, based on a staff review of BC 

Assessment Authority data, gives a good indication of the variation in market values in different areas of the 

region.  The following table shows roughly estimated values for a typical serviced urban residential lot by 

municipality in 2019. 

 

Table 24: Urban Residential Lot Assessed Value  

Jurisdiction Assessed Value 

Village of Granisle $9,000 - $12,000 

District of Houston $15,000 - $20,000 

Village of Fraser Lake $15,000 - $20,000 

Village of Burns Lake $25,000 - $35,000 

District of Fort St. James $25,000 - $35,000 

District of Vanderhoof $30,000 - $40,000 

Village of Telkwa $40,000- $60,000 

Town of Smithers $100,000 - $150,000 
 

 

Figure 1: Urban Residential Lot Assessed Value 
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RDBN Housing Starts 

Housing starts are the number of new residential 

construction projects that have begun within a 

year.   

According to RDBN Building Permit data over the 

last 10 years the number of new single-family 

dwellings (SFD) built in the region (including 

member municipalities) averages at 56 new SFD per 

year.  In 2019, the Regional District and Member 

Municipalities saw 47 new housing starts with 64% 

located within the RDBN and 36% located within a 

municipality. 

RDBN 2019 Housing Starts by Type  

Approximately 58% of new housing built in 2019 

were single family dwellings, 31% were mobile 

homes, and 11% were multi family dwelling units. 

Only the Town of Smithers, and the Village of Burns 

Lake constructed new multi-family dwellings.  

The area that saw the most new construction is 

Electoral Area A with 22 dwelling units, and the 

Town of Smithers with 13 dwelling units.   

 

Table 25: Urban Residential Lot Assessed Value  

Jurisdiction Property Value Change 2018 - 2019 

Village of Granisle 11% 

Town of Smithers 11% 

Vanderhoof Rural (756) 4% 

District of Fort St. James -1% 

District of Houston  1% 

Smithers Rural (755)  0% 

District of Vanderhoof  2% 

Village of Telkwa 14% 

Smithers Rural (754) 9% 

Village of Burns Lake -1% 

Village of Fraser Lake -5% 

Average  4% 

64%

36%
RDBN
Munici…

31%

58%

11% Mobile Homes

Single Family
Dwelling

Multi-Family
(units)
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Reported Construction Costs 

Construction cost for new housing, based on building permit statistics, in 2019 totalled $19,308,619.00 in the 

region, 39% of which was generated in Electoral Area A.  In 2019, the estimated average construction cost, 

reported as part of the building permit process, was $313,780 for a single-family dwelling, $150,713 for a 

mobile home, and $210,000 for a dwelling unit in a multi-family building.  
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Construction Costs and Development Implications 

The cost of construction in the RDBN for a basic single-story house with an unfinished basement may be as 

low as $200 per sq. ft. using a licensed builder, and $170 per sq. ft. if built by an owner builder.  This cost can 

easily increase with higher end materials and building design.  The costs to use a licensed builder and hire 

trades can increase notably as you move away from communities where licensed builders and trades people 

are located.  These costs do not include land costs, or any servicing or other costs outside of the typical 

building process.  The Planning Department’s rough estimate is that a 2,000 sq. ft. house can be expected to 

cost approximately $400,000.00 to build, not including land value and servicing costs. 

The study titled “Moving Housing Forward: From Strategy to Action” prepared for the District of Fort St James 

in early 2018 estimated that the total cost to build a 1,800 sq.ft. house in Fort St. James would be 

$380,000.00.  The cost to build a 1,500 sq, ft. house would be $320,000.00.  

The study concludes that: 

“The District has a sufficient supply of developable land at reasonable prices. However, it has 

witnessed limited new housing development as its population is either flat or declining and because 

the development returns are not high enough to compensate for the development risks. These 

economic fundamentals are likely to have an even greater impact on the supply of affordable housing 

for households with low to moderate incomes. 

For example, a developer would be unlikely to develop housing when the anticipated revenues are 

not significantly higher than the total costs of development (land costs, development costs and 

marketing costs).” 

The result is limited residential subdivision and speculative house construction in the region.  The subdivision 

that is occurring in the region tends to be small scale infill subdivision where development costs are very low 

(roads already exist and services do not have to be provided).  It appears that the market housing that is 

being built is by persons building their own home because adequate newer housing is not available, and 

there is a degree of certainty that they will not be required to sell the home in near future.   

As shown in Figure 1, and as can be expected, there is a relationship between the market value of land in a 

community and the amount of housing being developed.  The higher the market values the more housing 

being developed.  It is expected that this is a function of the increased local demand for housing and reduced 

risk associated with having to sell at a loss.  For increased land development and housing starts to occur in 

the region the market value of land must increase in relation to the cost of construction, to the extent where 

land can be subdivided and housing can be built at a profit.  

Managing Construction Costs in the RDBN 

Owner / Builder Regulations 
As of July 2016, BC Housing regulations prohibit residents from building a house without first passing an 

exam which is intended to test their knowledge of construction basics.  This is in addition to the many other 

regulations that the Province has put in place to govern residential builders in BC.   In the RDBN this 

regulation is increasing the cost of construction and is discouraging the construction of new dwellings.  In 

many areas of the region there is a very limited supply of licensed builders and there are long waits for their 

services.  In some areas of our region it is challenging to retain a licensed builder at any reasonable cost. 

The RDBN Board has expressed concern to BC Housing that the owner builder authorizations exam 

requirement is not appropriate in the north and owner builders should be allowed to retain the services of a 
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construction manager to assist them in the building process without having to retain the services of a 

licensed builder.  The owner / builder restrictions do not serve to improve the quality of construction in the 

RDBN and will continue to unnecessarily increase the cost of residential construction in the region. 

BC Step Code 
The Province’s Climate Leadership Plan set a goal that all new buildings in British Columbia will be net zero 

within 15 years.  A net-zero energy building is one that has reduced energy requirements, and renewable 

energy systems, so that the building produces as much energy as it consumes.  The Energy Step Code is a 

Provincial Government initiative designed to have local governments implement the requirements for all new 

building to be net zero by 2032.   

The Energy Step Code is performance based.  Under Step 1, every class of home and building will be required 

to be energy modeled prior to construction and then “commissioned” (including testing for airtightness prior 

to occupancy).  Subsequent steps establish targets relating to the efficiency of the total building, the building 

envelope (i.e. air leakage, insulation, windows and doors, etc.) and the performance of the mechanical 

systems (i.e. heating, cooling, ventilation, etc.). 

The Province’s intent is that the Step Code’s modelling and testing requirements and performance targets 

will be voluntarily adopted by local governments in advance of mandatory implementation by the Province 

by 2032.  The Province has begun its efforts to “encourage” local governments to implement policies and 

programs that apply the Step Code on a “voluntary” basis.  It is expected that local governments will be 

encouraged to adopt progressively more stringent performance levels or “steps” over time.  

The additional construction costs, which include the requirement to pay for professionals to undertake the 

necessary energy modeling, airtightness testing, and commissioning of building equipment, is expected to be 

notable and higher the further away a building site is from a larger urban centre.    

RDBN staff appreciate the intent behind the Energy Step Code; however, the anticipated impact may be 

counterproductive to the intent.  The costs associated with implementing the Step Code may result in older 

less energy efficient homes not being replaced by new homes. 
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Part 3: HOUSING NEEDS IN THE RDBN 

Housing Needs Assessments in the RDBN 

There have been several comprehensive housing needs assessments and housing studies developed for 

municipalities in the RDBN in recent years.  These include the following: 

• “Moving Housing Forward: From Strategy to Action” prepared for the District of Fort St James, 

2018; 

• “District of Vanderhoof Housing Study and Needs Analysis” prepared for the District of 

vanderhoof, 2015; 

• “2014 Smithers Homeless Count Findings” prepared for the Smithers Action group Association, 

2015; 

• “Smithers Housing and community Profile: Northern BC Housing Study” prepared for BC 

Housing, 2016; 

• “Burns Lake and Area 55+ Housing Needs Assessment” prepared for the Village of Burns Lake, 

2017; 

• “Village of Telkwa Affordable Housing Needs assessment and Action Plan” prepared for the 

Village of Telkwa, 2011. 

These assessments give a good overview of the housing needs that exist in RDBN communities.  The region’s 

housing needs are discussed in general terms below, based on an evaluation of these documents, and the 

RDBN Planning Department’s understanding of the housing situation.   

Housing Type 
The RDBN’s housing supply consists primarily of owner-occupied 

single-family dwellings that were built more than 30 years ago.  

Approximately 77% of dwellings in municipalities, and 99% of 

dwellings in the rural area are single family dwellings or 

manufactured homes.  Only 10% of housing, in the RDBN, is 

apartments or row housing.     

Dwelling Age 
The housing in most municipalities in the RDBN is older and many 

homes need repair or notable upgrading. The average age of 

housing, and maintenance needs of that housing, is somewhat 

dependant on the housing demand and market values in the 

community.  Nearly 60% of housing in the RDBN is more than 25 

years old.  

The age of buildings in the RDBN has an impact on housing 

affordability.  Older housing tends to be more expensive to maintain 

in the winter.    
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Rental Housing 
Canada Mortgage and Housing Corporation (CMHC) does not collect data on rental market prices or rental 

vacancy for any RDBN municipality.  However, it is clear that there is limited rental housing stock across the 

RDBN, and it is estimated that the vacancy rate across the region is below 5%.  However, the level of demand 

for rental housing, and stability of occupancy, can vary notably given seasonal employment and economic 

fluctuations.  It is expected that this vacancy rate will fall temporarily as vacancies are taken up by workers 

associated with construction of the coastal Gaslink Natural Gas Pipeline.     

Given the relatively homogenous nature of the housing stock across the region there is a notable need for 

bachelor suites and one or two bedroom housing.  It is noted that the rental housing stock tends to be the 

older housing stock that needs renovation.       

This lack of quality low cost rental housing (especially apartment, row housing and other forms of affordable 

rental housing) is a limiting factor in a community’s economic development, as employers may be challenged 

to attract workers to a community where housing may not be available.   

Owner Occupied Housing 
There is moderate demand for owner occupied housing in the RDBN.  Given the relatively homogenous 

nature of the housing stock across the region there is a need for one or two bedroom housing, as well as 

renovated and newer housing.     

This lack of new and quality renovated housing for sale is a limiting factor in a community’s economic 

development as employers are challenged to attract professionals and trades persons to a community where 

quality housing may not be available.  This housing issue may also be a factor in attracting retirees and 

entrepreneurs to a community.   

Senior’s Housing 
There is a need for senior’s housing across the 

region, and this demand is expected to 

increase.  There is also a need for assisted 

living and supportive housing.  This demand 

includes the need for market and non-market 

rental housing and owner-occupied housing.  

This demand relates to the lack of one or two 

bedroom housing across the region.  Seniors 

are best served by housing that is in close 

proximity to shopping and services, and this 

type of housing is limited in RDBN 

municipalities.   It appears that across the 

region, there are waiting lists for every type of 

housing facility catering to seniors. 

The impact of the housing shortage for seniors is that seniors are remaining in larger homes past the point 

where they are properly able to maintain the property.  These homes are typically older with high 

maintenance needs and costs, and do not allow for easy access to services.  This lack of seniors housing 

options has notable social and health costs. 
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Low Income Housing  
Given the lack of available rentals, and the predominance of larger single-family dwellings, market rental 

costs are relatively high.  Low income persons are challenged to find suitable housing given that the 

predominant form of housing is single family dwellings.   There is little or no emergency housing such as 

homeless shelters, and there is also little or no non-market housing for low income people.  The non-market 

housing available is typically available only to seniors. 

Housing Supply, Community Health, and Economic Development 

The following is taken from the “District of 

Vanderhoof Housing Study and Needs Analysis” 

prepared for the District of Vanderhoof in 2015; 

Seniors: In Vanderhoof, suitable housing 

options for seniors to downsize into and 

receive the services they need are critically 

limited. Seniors housing complexes are full 

and have lengthy waiting lists.  Assisted 

and complex care options are also fully 

subscribed. As a result, seniors are 

remaining in their family homes. While 

many of these seniors can no longer keep 

up their homes, there are no options for 

them to leave until their health 

deteriorates to the point where facility care is required. 

One/Two Person Households: One and two-person non-seniors households are generally comprised 

of young individuals and couples: working professionals and those starting out on their careers. In 

Vanderhoof, many of these individuals are recent graduates who have been recruited to town by the 

major employers. While some may wish to buy, most are looking to rent.  For some in this group, 

affordability is an issue, however, the 2011 median after-tax income of a two-person household was 

$68,775 and $23,116 for a single person household. Generally speaking, the type of housing they are 

looking for is a modern small-scale single or multi-family unit, equipped with a full range of 

amenities. 

Low Income Individuals: The number • of low income individuals in the community is higher than the 

provincial average, and many are receiving income assistance. Many of the people on income 

assistance have a disability, either physical or mental, or are single-parents. The government 

assistance allowance for housing is $375 per month, which often falls critically short of what is 

required to cover both rent and utilities, especially during winter. These individuals all require 

financial assistance to find suitable housing, and some also require housing connected to support 

services. 

Families: In Vanderhoof, long-time residents are generally housed in the stock that was new when 

they purchased their homes during the growth decades up until the 1980s. New families to town, 

however, are experiencing difficulty in finding suitable housing. While the majority of the housing 

stock is comprised of single-family dwellings, decent quality homes rarely come onto the market at a 

low- to mid-range price point. This is having an impact on the ability of key employers to attract and 

retain new workers. 
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The following is taken from “Moving Housing Forward: From Strategy to Action” prepared for the District of 

Fort St James in 2018; 

The District of Fort St. James is experiencing an extremely tight rental market. Conversations with the 

stakeholders and the municipal staff has found that many potential renters are struggling to find 

rental units in the District and are frustrated by the lack of units available on the market. 

Based on the demographic assessment, the District is likely to experience a significant increase in 

senior households over the next 10 years. This would result in increased demand for both owner-

occupied and rental housing in the District. The District lacks age-appropriate housing for this 

demographic segment. The built form for such units would also likely be ground-oriented apartments, 

townhouses, and duplex/triplex/fourplex. 

In addition, the District is likely to experience a strong shift towards smaller sized households. 

However, it lacks appropriate housing for this demographic segment and is likely under-built in 

bachelor/studio and one-bedroom homes. There might be an untapped demand for smaller, market-

priced ownership and rental units targeted toward early-career professionals and young families. The 

built form for such units would likely be ground-oriented apartments, townhouses, and 

duplex/triplex/fourplex. 

Much of the housing stock of the District is old and requires major repairs. The regular maintenance 

and upkeep of the current housing stock would provide the much-needed affordable rental and 

owner-occupied housing in the community. 

There is unmet need for social housing in the District, including homeless shelters, transition homes 

as well as affordable rentals. The District has roughly 30 homeless individuals and a significant 

proportion of households that are priced out of the owner-occupied as well as the rental housing 

market. 

The District experiences a high degree of variation in its housing needs due to temporary or seasonal 

jobs in the economy. This instability of occupancy and vacancy make for a difficult investment climate 

for development of additional rental housing stock. Moreover, due to limited rental stock, the rental 

rates are likely to trend upwards during period of high economic activity in and around the District. 

The First Nations communities are facing housing shortages, over-crowding and mold issues. This has 

been aggravated by limited construction over the last decade. As a result, all of the four First Nations 

communities would benefit from additional construction and maintenance of their housing stock. 

The limited availability of quality housing in a variety of forms, for both ownership and rental, is a concern 

across the region.   New housing in differing forms is necessary to help our communities keep young adults in 

the community after graduation, attract skilled employees and professionals, and accommodate seniors.    

It is recognized that economic diversification beyond reliance on mining, the primary forest products 

industries, and traditional agriculture is dependant on the region’s ability to attract skilled workers, 

entrepreneurs, and professionals that have a high degree of mobility and choice regarding their home 

community.  The availability of acceptable and attractive housing is a key factor in attracting new residents 

and our future economic sustainability.  Investment in housing and the creation of increased diversity of 

housing type is an economic development and diversification issue, as well as a resident quality of life issue. 
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Part 4: HOUSING STRATEGIES AND ACTION PLANS 
Housing needs assessments and housing studies commonly contain recommended actions or strategies to 

address the housing needs identified in the study.  The housing needs assessments and housing studies 

developed for municipalities in the RDBN in recent years are identified in part 3 of this discussion paper.  This 

section summarizes the typical recommendations contained in these types of studies, and their effectiveness 

in addressing housing issues in the RDBN. 

Typical Housing Study Strategies for Market Housing  

The strategic actions commonly proposed in housing studies to address market housing issues can be 

categorized as follows: 

• Removing land use regulation barriers.  These recommended actions typically include the 

following: 

o amending zoning to allow secondary suites, garden suites, and other forms of rental housing 

in single family residential areas; 

o ensuring land for a variety of housing forms and densities is identified in the official 

community plan and allowed by zoning. 

• Fast tracking development approval processes for housing projects. 

• Reducing development standards and development fees with the aim to reduce development 

costs.  These recommended actions typically include the following: 

o reducing or waiving application fees, development cost charge fees, etc. 

o implement taxation breaks for housing;  

o reducing development standards such as parking requirements. 

• Offering density bonuses.  In the context of market housing this involves allowing a residential 

development with increased density in exchange for the commitment to include rental housing 

within the development. 

• Working with large employers to provide financial assistance to developers. 

Market Housing Strategy Efficacy 

Most of the strategic actions commonly proposed in housing studies to address market housing issues cannot 

reasonably be expected to result in increased construction of housing in any form given the current housing 

market in the RDBN.  The above noted recommendations may be viable strategies in jurisdictions with 

notably higher land values, where developers are highly motivated to build and redevelop to the 

development density that is allowed, where development costs are notably high and their reduction can be 

an incentive, and where reducing development approval processing time equates to some value.     

Most municipalities and rural areas in the RDBN have developed flexible rules regarding secondary suites.  

Smaller second dwellings are permitted on lots in certain rural areas and in a number of communities.  Across 

the RDBN most property owners are not building to the density allowed.  Zoning and development standards 

are not impeding or limiting housing development in the RDBN in any meaningful way.  Amending zoning to 

increase development flexibility or offering density bonuses is not a meaningful incentive.   
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Reducing development standards and development fees with the aim to reduce development costs can not 

be expected to result in any notable increase in development.  The gap between development costs and 

market value can not be overcome by reducing the minimal fees that exist or by reducing standards that are 

often already below the provincial standard.   This approach only makes sense where development fees and 

charges, and development standards have been substantially inflated to take advantage of high development 

pressures; therefore, preferred development can be encouraged by reducing the inflated costs.  This is not 

the situation in the RDBN. 

Unfortunately, employers are not adequately motivated to financially support housing development for their 

employees.  Most new industry with large employment needs are able to rely on work camps and a highly 

mobile workforce.  This allows industry to play a notably reduced role in community development. 

Typical Housing Study Strategies for Non - Market housing 

The above noted actions relating to market housing are also commonly recommended in relation to non-

market housing issues.   Density bonuses in the context of non-market housing involves providing a 

residential development with increased density in exchange for the commitment to include non-market 

housing within the development.  This typically involves the development of a housing agreement with the 

developer.    

In addition to the above, the following strategic actions are commonly proposed in housing studies to 

address non-market housing issues: 

• Promotion, support, facilitation, and advocacy in association with housing projects.  These 

actions are commonly recommended in relation to non-market housing as projects are 

commonly dependent on the work of non-profit societies, and funding from the Provincial and 

federal governments.   

• Direct staff resources or financial towards non-market housing projects.  This can include the 

following: 

o providing staff time facilitating the creation of, and working with, non-profit societies 

dedicated to a non- profit housing development 

o researching non-profit housing funding opportunities 

o making available municipal owner land for a non-profit housing project 

Non-Market Housing Success in the Region 

Non-market housing project success in the RDBN has been dependent on a motivated local body, such as 

non-profit society, with a committed project manager that has worked closely with BC Housing.  There has 

also been the need for a society to play a role in managing the operation of the facility after construction. 

Housing related societies are typically reliant on volunteer work, and these volunteers can be challenged by 

the scope of work necessary to successfully facilitate the development of a project in partnership with BC 

Housing or Northern Health.  Once a society has completed projects, and entered into agreements with BC 

Housing, Northern Health, Community Living BC, etc. (which includes funding for the operation of housing 

projects) the societies can potentially begin relying on paid staff to manage existing facilities and develop 

new projects.  This can greatly increase capacity. 
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Local governments can play a role in moving housing projects forward in partnership with BC Housing.  For 

example, the Capital Regional District has created the Capital Region Housing Corporation which develops, 

promotes, and operates non-market housing in the region.  

The following is a list of the notable non-market housing projects that have been completed in the RDBN in 

the last 15 years. 

Table 26: Non-Market Housing Projects in RDBN Municipalities 

Housing Name, Location, Year Project Lead / Operator Type of Housing Funding 

Alpine Court, Smithers 
Smithers Community 
Services Association 

24 Units Townhouse 
Low & Mid Income families 

BC Housing 

The Meadows, Smithers 
Smithers Community 
Services Association 

14 single bedroom units  
assisted Living for seniors 

BC Housing 
Northern Health 

Sparrows Christian Housing, 
Smithers 

Sparrows Christian 
Housing Society 

Independent Living facility 
for disabled adults 

None 

Harding Heights, Smithers Dik Tiy Housing Society 
19 unit apartments 
seniors / disabled adults 

BC Housing 
Comm. Living BC 

Broadway House, Smithers 
Smithers Community 
Services Association 

6 unit market rental and 
emergency shelter 

BC Housing 

Goodacre Place, Smithers 
Smithers Community 
Services Association 

22 units supportive housing 
emergency shelter  

BC Housing 
 

Pioneer Place, Smithers 
Senior Citizens Housing 
Society 

31 bachelor and one 
bedroom affordable 
housing for seniors 

BC Housing 

Telkwa House, Telkwa 
Telkwa Seniors Housing 
Society 

8 one bedroom units  
seniors and disabled adults 

BC Housing 

Cottonwood Manor, Houston 
Smithers Community 
Services Association 

28 unit (5 assisted living  
and 11 independent living) 
for seniors 

BC Housing 
Northern Health 

Pioneer Place, Fort St. James 
Fort St James Senior 
Housing Society 

12 one-bedroom units for 
seniors and disabled adults 

Northern Health 

Pioneer Lodge, Fort St. James 
Fort St James Senior 
Housing Society 

two-unit assisted living 
development for seniors. 

Independent Living 
BC 

Fireweed Safe Haven Transition 
House, Fort St. James 

Fireweed Collective 
Society 

(4 units) for women and 
their children  

BC Housing 
Northern Health 

Westside Court, Fort St. James BC Housing 
15 2 and 3 bedroom units 
affordable housing 

BC Housing 

At Risk Housing, Fort St. James 
Nechako Valley 
Community Services 

2 one-bedroom rental units   
at risk of homelessness 

BC Housing 
Northern Health 

Carroll Cottage, Burns Lake 
Lakes District Seniors 
Housing Society 

14 units of independent 
seniors’ housing 

BC Housing 

Tweedsmuir House, Burns Lake 
Lakes District Senior 
Housing Society 

17 units of assisted living Northern Health 

Heritage Manor, Burns Lake Lakes District Seniors 
25 units of supportive 
seniors housing 

BC Housing 
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The Role of the Rural Area in Addressing the Region’s Housing Needs 

The rural area within the RDBN plays many roles in the efficient and effective function of the region.  The 

rural areas provide resources in support of urban areas.  The rural areas support agriculture and local food 

production.  The rural areas accommodate industrial uses which must occur close to resource extraction or 

can not easily occur in urban areas because of land use conflict.  Housing is provided in the rural area in 

support of agricultural activities, and there is a demand for housing that offers a lifestyle only available in a 

rural setting or associated with an amenity available only in the rural area.  The RDBN manages land use in 

the rural area to meet the region’s rural housing needs without inappropriately impacting the urban housing 

market, facilitating rural sprawl, or degrading the character and function of the rural area.  It is noted that the 

bulk of new housing starts in the region are occurring in the rural area.  This is not sustainable in the long 

term.  

The rural areas are not able to address the region’s housing needs in any meaningful way.  Most of the 

region’s housing issues are best addressed primarily within the municipalities.  The function of the region will 

not benefit from any notable increase in rural housing in comparison to municipal growth.  Multi-family 

housing and non-market housing must be accommodated primarily in the municipalities.  However, the RDBN 

has a clear interest in supporting municipalities in addressing the region’s housing needs in a coordinated and 

proactive manner as every RDBN resident will see the benefits. 

  

McKenna Place, Burns Lake BC Housing 
39 three bedroom units of 
affordable housing for 
families 

BC Housing 

Riverglen, Vanderhoof BC Housing 
31 three bedroom units of 
affordable housing for 
families 

BC Housing 

Riverside Place, Vanderhoof 
Nechako Valley  
Community Services 

18 bachelor and one 
bedroom units  of 
affordable housing 

BC Housing 
Northern Health 

Nechako Valley Senior Citizens 
Home, Vanderhoof 

Nechako Valley  
Community Services 

9 one bedroom units of 
affordable housing for 
seniors 

BC Housing 

Silver Birch Lodge, Fraser Lake 
Fraser Lake & District 
Senior Citizens Home 
Society 

23 one bedroom units of 
affordable housing 

BC Housing 
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Part 5: PROVINCIAL INITIATIVES  

Homes for BC: A 30 Point Plan for Housing Affordability in BC 

In September 2018, the Province introduced a housing plan called Homes for BC. This plan focuses on 

affordable housing issues associated with excessive land values in southern BC.  It also allocates funding to 

address the need for low income housing and homelessness.  The funding opportunities in the 30-point plan 

are outlined below.    

The majority of actions proposed focus on controlling land values in southern BC and can not be expected to 

address the RDBN’s market housing related issues.  However, the increase in funds and opportunities 

available for non-market housing initiatives are notable.    

BC Housing Funding Opportunities 

BC Housing works in partnership with non-profit sectors and private sectors, community and Indigenous 

groups, provincial health authorities, ministries and local governments to facilitate a non-profit housing 

development.  BC Housing is relatively flexible in developing innovative solutions; however, they do require a 

local entity to plan and facilitate the project and own and managed the housing once it is developed. 

• Building BC: Community Housing Fund - Creates new units of social housing for low and 

moderate income families and seniors in British Columbia. 

• Building BC: Indigenous Housing Fund - Facilitates the building and operation of social housing 

for Indigenous people in B.C. 

• Building BC: Supportive Housing Fund - Provides supportive housing for people who are 

experiencing homelessness, or who are at risk of homelessness. 

• Building BC: Women's Transition Housing Fund - Provides women and their children who are at 

risk of violence and/or who have experienced violence with access to safe, secure and 

confidential services. 

• Community Partnership Initiatives - Provides financing, partnership referrals and advice for non-

profits looking to develop affordable rental housing or licensed care facilities. 
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PART 6: HOUSING NEEDS REPORTS MOVING FORWARD 

Mandatory Local Government Housing Needs Reports 

The Local Government Statutes (Housing Needs Reports) Amendment Act, 2018, S.B.C. 2018, c. 20 makes 

amendments to the Local Government Act which requires local governments to complete housing needs 

reports by April 2022, and every five years thereafter.   

The Province says that these changes will “strengthen the ability of local governments to understand what 

kinds of housing are most needed in their communities.”  And “will help ensure that local policies, plans and 

development decisions that relate to housing are based on recent evidence and responsive to current and 

future needs.” 

Local governments are required to collect approximately 50 distinct kinds of data relating to current and 

projected population, household income, economic sectors, and available and anticipated housing needs.  

Regional districts are required to collect this information for each electoral area. 

Housing needs reports must contain statements about key areas of local need, including affordable housing, 

rental housing, special needs housing, seniors housing, family housing, and shelters and housing for people at 

risk of homelessness.  The number of housing units required to meet current and anticipated housing needs 

for at least the next five years, by housing type.  In addition, the number and percentage of households in 

core housing need and extreme core housing need.  Regional districts must include this required content for 

each electoral area. 

A local government is required to consider its housing needs report during the developing of its official 

community plans and when amending any portion of an official community plan relating to housing 

statements, map designations or policies.   

UBCM Housing Needs Reports Program 

The UBCM Housing Needs Reports program provides financial assistance to local governments to complete 

housing needs reports.  Funding is based on the net population of the planning area.  Each planning area can 

only be funded once over the full span of the program.  The funding available is $15,000 for municipalities 

and Electoral Areas under 5,000 population, and $20,000 for municipalities and Electoral Areas between 

5,000 to 14,999 population.  Applications can be made for a collaborative housing needs reports projects 

involving the municipality and electoral area, as a single application.  The maximum funding available would 

be based on the funding maximums for each jurisdiction.   

The Board directed staff to make application to complete Housing Needs Reports for all Electoral Areas as a 

regional project.  Potential maximum funding of $110,000 could be granted to the RDBN to complete the 

project.  This will allow the RDBN to meet its legislated obligations in the most efficient manner.  It will also 

allow for the project to evaluate rural housing issues in a more comprehensive manner.  In addition to the 

Provincially mandated content for the report, the Planning Department would like the “Regional Rural 

Housing Study” to focus on housing needs required in support of the agricultural community.   

There is benefit for the RDBN to partner with municipalities in the development of housing needs reports in 

the future.  The RDBN’s rural populations tend to concentrate around municipalities in each Electoral area.  It 

is appropriate that housing needs in the region be evaluated and addressed based on population centres, 

rather than political boundaries.  However, the legislation requires that specific information and reporting is 

provided for each individual electoral area and participating municipality.  
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PART 7: NDIT HOUSING PROGRAM   

Housing Needs Assessments Program 

The Housing Needs Assessment program provides one-time grant funding to local governments for the 

development of a comprehensive housing needs assessment that covers the entire community and meets 

the requirements of the ‘Local Government Statutes (Housing Needs Reports) Amendment Act.’ 

One-time grant funding per eligible local government up to $10,000 to a maximum of 50% of the eligible 

project budget.  

Community Planning for Housing Program 

The Community Planning for Housing program provides grant funding for municipalities and regional districts 

to assist with the cost of hiring incremental planning capacity for a 12-month period to identify housing 

issues and facilitate the development of housing in community. 

Northern Development commits to one placement per regional development area.  Local governments are 

eligible to receive up to $40,000 from Northern Development to assist with the salary cost of hiring 

incremental planning capacity for a 12-month period.  Host communities are required to provide a minimum 

of $10,000 toward the salary to support a minimum base salary of $50,000.  

The District of Fort St. James was successful in their application for funding under this project, as were the 

District of Houston and Village of Telkwa in their joint application.   

Northern Housing Incentive Program  

The Northern Housing Incentive program provides grant funding to local governments to incentivize private 

sector housing developments.  Local governments may receive a grant of up to $10,000 per dwelling created 

in a multi-unit market housing project to a maximum contribution of $200,000. 
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PART 8: SUMMARY 
 

The RDBN’s housing stock needs to increase its rate of replacement, and the housing stock needs to be 

diversified to meet the needs of current and future residents.  The challenge is that the market value of land 

does not adequately facilitate private sector investment in subdivision and housing. 

In general terms the housing market is tied to the region’s economy.  As noted in NDIT’s State of the North 

Report for 2020 “the short-term outlook is, well, mixed at best…  In the short term, the population in the 

region is expected to slowly increase after multiple years of decline.  As well, Northern B.C. remains relatively 

younger than the population of B.C. as whole – good news in the immediate future as we undertake the 

development of major energy projects. But what do things look like in 2040?” 

Investment in housing and the creation of increased diversity of housing type is an economic development 

and diversification issue, as well as a resident quality of life issue.  The region’s economic future is not solely 

determined by the forest products industry, mining, and large energy projects.  It is recognized that economic 

diversification beyond reliance on this industry is dependant on the region’s ability to attract skilled workers, 

entrepreneurs, and professionals that have a high degree of mobility and choice regarding their home 

community.  Our ability to provide the services and amenities necessary to maintain a healthy and fulfilling 

regional lifestyle and attract new residents is a critical component of our future.  This increased demand is 

necessary for any market-based solution to the RDBN’s housing issues.         

The financial and other support available from the Province, the UBCM, and NDIT are important.  However, 

the long-term sustainable solution to housing issues in the region is dependant on a diversified economy and 

growth.  It is for this reason that the Resource Benefits Alliance funding is important.  It would allow the 

RDBN to invest in the region and ensure the creation of sustainable communities with a diverse range of 

quality housing long term.   
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PLANNING DEPARTMENT  
 YEAR END REPORT FOR 2019 

 
This report provides an overview of the responsibilities of the Planning Department, the work 
undertaken by the Planning Department in 2019, and the statistics summarizing the applications and 
referrals processed by the Planning Department in previous years.   
 

1.0 PLANNING DEPARTMENT OVERVIEW 
 
The Planning Department’s responsibilities include a range of interconnected activities that can be 
divided into the following categories.   

• Long Range Planning 

• Current Planning 

• Geographic Information Systems 

• Building Inspection 

• Special Projects 

• Bylaw Enforcement 

1.1 Long Range Planning includes the preparation, review, and administration of the Regional 

District’s seven Official Community Plans (OCPs).  It also includes the development of planning 
studies, and policy development.  
 

. 
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1.2 Current Planning involves the administration of the following land use and development 

related bylaws.  

• RDBN Zoning Bylaw No. 700, 1993 

• RDBN Floodplain Management Bylaw No. 1300, 2004 

• RDBN Manufactured Home Park Bylaw No. 740, 1993 

• RDBN Development Procedures Bylaw No. 1422, 2007 

• RDBN Board of Variance Bylaw No. 1623, 2012 

• RDBN Advisory Planning Commission Bylaw No. 1501, 2009 

• RDBN Unsightly Premises Bylaw No. 1649, 2012 
 
This work includes processing, evaluating and developing recommendations to the Regional 
District Board regarding the following land use and development applications: 

• OCP amendments and rezoning applications 

• development variance permit applications 

• development permit applications 

• temporary use permit applications  

• ALR exclusion, inclusion, subdivisions and non-farm use applications 

• liquor license applications 

• special event permit applications 

 
Current Planning also involves advising 
the Regional District Board and the Rural 
Directors Committee regarding the RDBN 
response to Crown Land referrals; 
Recreation Sites and Trails referrals; 
Ministry of Energy, Mines, and Petroleum 
Resources referrals; and Oil and Gas 
Commission referrals. 

 
In addition, Current Planning involves 
responding to public inquiries on land use 
and development related issues.  
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1.3 Geographic Information Systems (GIS) involves the digital storage, management, and 

mapping of spatial and other data, and management of house numbering.  This activity 
provides vital support to all Regional District departments.  Residents also rely on this service 
to obtain house numbers, maps, information on regulations, and other information regarding 
their property and community.   Many people rely on the RDBN’s web based mapping for this 
information.  

 

1.4 Building Inspection involves implementation and enforcement of “RDBN Building Bylaw No. 

1634, 2012” and “RDBN Floodplain Management Bylaw No. 1300, 2004” in the rural area, 
through the building permit and inspection process.  The Building Inspectors also play a role in 
bylaw enforcement. 

 
 The RDBN also provides building inspection services to the municipalities of Granisle, Burns 

Lake, Fort St. James, Telkwa, Houston and Fraser Lake on a contract basis.  
  

 
 

1.5 Special Projects includes a wide variety of projects that do not fit within the regular 

program of the Department and typically relate to unexpected events or activities that require 
immediate attention or involve the Board directing staff to undertake a project.  This most 
often includes participation in the Province’s Environmental Assessment process as directed, 
and reporting to the Regional District Board on Provincial initiatives that potentially impact the 
Regional District. Typically, this work is undertaken by the Director of Planning. 

 

1.6 Bylaw Enforcement includes the activities necessary to ensure adequate compliance to 

Regional District land use, development, and building bylaws.  Activities include responding to 
and investigating complaints, working with the public to resolve bylaw infractions, reporting to 
the Board, and undertaking formal enforcement action through the Courts or as permitted 
through legislation. 
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2.0 ACCOMPLISHMENTS FOR 2019 
 

2.1 Long Range Planning Accomplishments 
 

In 2019 the Planning Department undertook the following long-range planning projects. 
 
Electoral Area D OCP Review 
The Endako, Fraser Lake and Fort Fraser Rural Official Community Plan review process was 
completed and the Plan was subsequently adopted by the Board in May 2019.  
 
Electoral Area F OCP Review 
The Rural Vanderhoof OCP review was started in 2019.  A draft plan is currently under review 
with a working group of community members.  In 2020, the plan will be presented to the 
public for input and further consideration.  
 

2.2 Current Planning Accomplishments 
 
In 2019 (in addition to day-to-day activities such as responding to public inquiries, and 
processing land use applications and referrals) the Planning Department did the following. 
 
Zoning Bylaw Review 
Work in 2019 focused on undertaking the public consultation and referral process for the new 
zoning bylaw.  It is expected that the formal bylaw adoption process will begin in spring 2020.   
 
Development Procedures Bylaw Review   
In 2018 Planning Department staff initiated a review of the Development Procedures Bylaw. 
The new bylaw was adopted by the Board in January 2020. 
 

2.3 Geographic Information Systems (GIS) Accomplishments 
  

 In 2019 (in addition to maintaining GIS data and systems and responding to civic address 
inquiries and various public mapping requests) the Planning Department did the following GIS 
Work. 

• Issued 73 new addresses in the RDBN and processed 139 new addresses for municipalities 
and IRs in 2020. 

• Provided monthly 9-1-1 data updates to the Prince George Fire Operations 
Communications Centre. 

• Provided quarterly updates to the Provincial Government Digital Road Atlas. 

• Provided on-going updates to the TELUS Master Street Address Guide. 

• Prepared and corrected new zoning maps for the proposed new zoning bylaw. 

• Prepared maps and property information for various bylaws and referendums. 
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• Working with the RDFFG to develop software for the new BC Assessment database format. 

• Undertook a quality control project regarding Fire Protection Area Boundaries. 

• Prepared new OCP maps and Zoning maps for the Village of Granisle. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2.4 Building Inspection Accomplishments 
 
 Building Inspection Work 

In 2019 the Planning Department successfully provided building inspection services to rural 
residents, as well as the District of Fort St. James, the Village of Granisle, the Village of Burns 
Lake, the District of Houston, and the Village of Fraser Lake.  
 
Building Inspection Enforcement   
In 2019 the Planning Department reported to the Board regarding the placement of Notices on 
the title of 5 properties because of non-compliance to the Building Bylaw.  
 
A detailed accounting of the building permit applications is provided in a subsequent section of 
this report.    

 

2.5 Special Projects Accomplishments 
 

In 2019 the Planning Department undertook the following special projects work.  

• Housing Discussion Paper - To be presented to the Board in Early 2020. 

• Appointment of Advisory Panel Commission members for each Electoral Area. 

• Reporting to the Board on issues associated with construction of the Coastal Gas Link 
Pipeline project. 

• Representing the board at monthly Rio-Tinto Water Engagement Initiative meetings.   

• RFP Issued, and Contract Awarded for a Parks and Recreation study for the RDBN – To be 
completed in the first half of 2020. 

• Mount Milligan Mine Water Supply Assessment Application Working Group. In 2019 staff 
continued to monitor the process for an amendment to the Environmental Assessment 
Certificate for the Mount Milligan Mine.  This amendment relates to the mine’s need to 
find an acceptable alternative water source for mine operations. 
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• Tenas Coal Project Environmental Assessment Application.  In 2019 staff reported to the 
Board on the Tenas Coal project, which is a proposed coal mine north of the Village of 
Telkwa.  Staff participate on the Provincial working group which advises the EAO regarding 
their processing of the application.   The process has been put on hold by the applicant and 
is expected to resume in 2020. 

 

2.6 Municipal Planning 
 

In 2019, in addition to providing casual advice on a frequent basis, the Planning Department 
undertook the following planning projects under contract for municipalities.   
 
Village of Burns Lake 

• Preparation of a new Development Procedures Bylaw (completed). 

• Processing of a rezoning application for a multi-family development (ongoing). 

• Processing a Development Permit application for a commercial business (ongoing). 

• Assisted in the processing of a Development Permit for a hotel (completed). 

• Assisted in the processing of a Development Permit for a multi-family development 
(completed).  

 
Village of Telkwa 

• Preparation of a Request for Proposal document for a zoning bylaw re-write (completed). 

• Preparation of a floodplain protection bylaw (ongoing). 
 
Village of Fraser Lake 

• Completion of the process to develop and adopt a new Official Community Plan (OCP) for 
Fraser Lake.  This process was undertaken in 2018 and 2019 in conjunction with the 
process to review the OCP for electoral Area D.   

 

2.7 Bylaw Enforcement 
 

In 2019 (in addition to day to day activities such as responding to public complaints, explaining 
RDBN regulations, and responding to inquiries) the Planning Department did the following 
enforcement related activities.  It is noted that bylaw enforcement capacity was limited in 
2019 given limited staffing in this area.     

 
Supreme Court Injunction for Gala Bay Springs 

 
In 2019 the RDBN was successful in its Supreme Court injunction and Court of Appeal to stop 
Gala Bay Springs from operating their water bottling business on a residential property 
contrary to the Zoning Bylaw.   
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Select Enforcement Files 
 
The following are a select example of the bylaw enforcement issues addressed by the Planning 
Department in 2019.   

• Unsightly Premises in Electoral Area A.  Staff continue to deal with a property owner 
regarding the clean-up of a property in the area.  Enforcement will continue in 2020.           

 
 

• Unsightly Premises in Electoral Area D.  Staff continue to deal with a property owner 
regarding the clean-up of a property in the area.  Enforcement will continue in 2020.    

                    
                                                                                     

•  Unsightly Premises in Electoral Area B.  Staff continue to deal with a property owner 
regarding the clean-up of a property in the area.  Enforcement will continue in 2020.    
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3.0 2019 PLANNING STATISTICS 
 

This section contains statistics, and historical data, regarding the activities that make up the bulk of 
the day-to-day work undertaken by the Planning Department.    
 

3.1 Planning Department Enquiries  
 

The Planning Department keeps track of the number of enquiries that are answered each 
month.  The enquiries are divided into the following 6 main subject areas:  

• Development Services (ALR, environmental assessments, subdivision, Crown land) 

• Electoral Area Planning (Zoning, OCPs, Permits)   

• House Numbering 

• Mapping Requests 

• Bylaw Enforcement 

• Other (animal control, road maintenance, sewage etc.) 
 

In 2019, the Planning Department answered 2,586 enquiries. This number is slightly higher 
than the 2,448 enquiries answered in 2018 and the 2,491 in 2017.     

 

Table 1 
  

Subject Area Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec Total 

Dev. Serv.  42 36 34 49 26 43 31 51 42 46 37 36 473 
Elect. Area 

Plng. 
54 66 49 65 72 68 86 110 72 67 49 36 794 

House 
Numbering 

11 92 9 10 8 11 7 18 10 13 6 12 207 

Maps 49 41 47 55 51 48 38 79 49 38 23 17 535 
Bylaw Enf.  1 0 7 3 5 4 9 13 9 4 18 6 79 

Other 88 26 29 42 43 45 40 51 31 22 48 33 498 

Total 245 261 175 224 205 219 211 322 213 190 181 140 2586 
 

Figure 1 
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3.2 Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) Applications  
 

The Regional District received 10 ALR applications in 2019, which is more than the 7 received in 
2018, but less than the 13 received in 2017.   
 
The Board recommended denial of two applications and approval of five applications. Three 
applications are awaiting ALC decisions.  
 
 

Table 2   
  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

 
Total 20 22 12 18 19 20 11 4 13 7 10 

Board  
Recomm-
endations 

Denial 3 5 2 3 2 2 2 2 4 2 2 

Approval 12 12 4 13 11 4 2 1 3 3 5 

Conditional 
Approval 

2 2 1 0 2 2 0 0 1 0 1 

Pending 1 1 1 1 2 7 3 0 1 0 1 

Interests 
unaffected 

2 2 4 1 1 4 1 0 3 0 1 

Withdrawn 0 0 0 0 1 1 2 1 0  - 

Submission of appl. not 
authorized by the Board  

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2  

Commission 
Decisions 

Denial 1 1 2 2 0 1 0 0 0 0 2 

Approval 10 7 3 1 0 3 1 0 2 0 5 

Conditional 
Approval 

2 4 2 2 1 0 0 0 2 0 0 

Pending 7 10 5 12 17 15 2 1 8 5 3 

Withdrawn 0 0 0 1 1 1 8 3 0 0 0 

Submission of appl. not 
authorized by the Board  

0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1 2 0 

 
Figure 2 
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3.3 Official Community Plan Amendments and Rezoning Applications  
 

Official Community Plan Amendment applications are usually linked to rezoning applications.  
There were five OCP amendment applications made in 2019, which is a marked increase from 
the one submitted in 2018. Two of the applications were denied, one was adopted and two are 
still in process. 
 
Thirteen rezoning applications were received in 2019. This is more than double the six 
applications received in 2018, but is in line with application levels in previous years.  Four of 
the thirteen applications have been adopted, and four are still in process.  Three applications 
were denied and 2 were withdrawn. 

 
Table 3 Official Community Plan Amendments 
 

   2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

  
Board 

Decisions 

Total 5 5 5 3 4 1 1 3 2 1 5 

Denied 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 2 

Adopted 2 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 1 1 

In Process 2 2 3 3 4 1 1 2 1 0 2 

Withdrawn 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

 

 
Figure 3 
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Table 4 Rezoning Applications 
 
 

 
 

Figure 4 
 

 

   2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

  Total 15 14 9 12 9 10 8 8 11 6 13 

Board 
Decision 

Denied 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 3 2 0 3 

Adopted 4 7 3 7 3 2 2 0 7 4 4 

In Process 10 6 3 5 6 8 3 5 1 2 4 

Withdrawn 1 0 2 0 0 0 2 0 1 0 2 
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3.4 Development Variance Permit Applications (including floodplain exemption 
applications) 

 
Six Development Variance Permit applications were received in 2019, which is one more than 
the five received in 2018. Five applications were to vary setback to the parcel boundary and 
one application was to relax the minimum parcel size for a storage building.  Four applications 
were approved, and two were withdrawn.   

 

Table 5  

  
  2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

  Total 5 4 12 7 5 6 9 10 7 5 6 

Board 
Decision 

Denied 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 

Issued 4 4 8 6 4 5 5 7 5 4 4 

In Process 0 0 3 0 1 1 3 2 0 1 0 

Withdrawn 1 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 1 0 2 

 

 
Figure 5 
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3.5 Other Applications  
 

The Regional District processed ten temporary use permit applications in 2019, which is a 
significant increase from the two applications received in 2018.  Seven of the applications are 
for uses connected to the pipeline construction (laydown sites, stockpile sites, work camp).   
 
 

Table 6  

 

 
Figure 6 
 

                

 
2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Total 4 2 3 3 4 3 6 2 3 2 11 

Board of Variance 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Special Events 1 1 1 2 3 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Pump and Haul 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Temporary Use Permit 2 1 2 1 1 3 6 1 3 2 10 

Strata conversion 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

Development Permits  - - - - - - - 1 0 0 1 
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3.6 Subdivision Referrals  
 

The Regional District received 13 subdivision referrals from the Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure in 2019.  This is a small decrease from the 15 referrals received in 2018 and the 
17 referrals in 2017. Nine referrals were provided positive referral responses.  Three referrals 
were not in accordance with Regional District land use regulations. 

 

Table 7 
  
   2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

  Total 31 37 27 25 21 24 25 14 17 15 13 

Staff 
Recomme- 
ndations 

Denied/does 
not comply 

4 6 5 3 4 8 6 4 6 3 3 

No Objections 
/Complies 

16 30 21 22 17 16 18 9 11 12 9 

Conditional 
Approval 

11 1 1 0 0 0 1 1 0 0 1 

 

 
Figure 7 
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3.7 Other Referrals 
 

The Regional District received 110 referrals in 2019, which is significantly higher than the 75 
received in 2018 and the 81 received in 2017.   The number of Oil and Gas Commission 
referrals relating to pipeline construction almost tripled compared to the two previous years.  
The majority of these referrals concern permit extension applications. In accordance with 
Board policy most Oil and Gas Commission Referrals are dealt with directly with the applicable 
Area Director and are not processed through the RDBN Board.   
 

Table 8 
 

 
Figure 8 
 
 

 
                   

 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Total 41 34 27 54 54 104 105 89 81 75 110 

Crown Land  - - - - - 41 33 29 44 28 25 

Mining  - - - - - 4 4 3 3 3 3 

Water License  - - - - - 3 9 11 6 9 5 

Woodlot  - - - - - 12 15 4 8 3 8 

Oil and Gas 
Commission  

- - - - - 41 40 42 20 23 61 

Miscellaneous 
 (Telus, municipal) 

- - - - - 3 4 0 0 9 8 
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3.8 Bylaw Enforcement Files 
 

Bylaw enforcement files are created where enforcement action is warranted, and no 
immediate resolution is forthcoming following discussions with the property owner.   A file is 
not created if the staff investigation determines that a bylaw infraction has not occurred, if 
further action is not justified, or if the infraction is resolved or likely to be resolved through 
discussions with the property owner.  It is noted that there were numerous bylaw 
enforcement issues dealt with which did not result in a file being created.   
 

Table 9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3.9 Building Inspection Statistics 
 

In 2019 there were 128 building permits issued in the rural area.  This is an increase from the 
100 permits issued in 2018.  A total of 96 permits were issued under contract for municipalities 
in 2019.  This is a notable increase from the 78 permits issued in 2018.     
 
The number of single-family dwellings constructed under permit in the rural area was 30.  This 
is an increase from the 29 constructed in 2018.  The number of single-family dwellings 
constructed under permit in municipalities was 17.  This is a slight increase from the 15 
constructed in 2018.   Construction value under permit in 2019 totaled $17,665,394.34, which 
is an increase from the 2018 value of $14,036,541.00.   

Fort St. James = 16 permits   Burns Lake  = 17 permits 
Houston = 20 permits   Fraser Lake = 12 permits 
Granisle = 16 permits   Telkwa  = 15 permits 

 
Attached are the Building Inspector’s Statistics for 2019.   

 
 
Written by  
 
______________ 
Jason Llewellyn 
Director of Planning 

Planning statistics compiled by Maria Sandberg, Planner  
Building statistics compiled by Jason Berlin, Building Inspector 

 

   2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  

Carried forward from 
previous years 

9 12 20 20 24 26 24 20 13 11  

New Files  15 8 3 9 8 2 1 0 0 4  

Total Unresolved 
 

16 19 20 24 26 24 20 13 13 15  

Resolved 
 

7 5 3 5 6 4 5 7 0 2  
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Year
Number of 

New Permits
Construction Value ($) Permit Fees ($)   

2019 128 17,665,394.34 97,934.74

2018 100 14,036,541.00 79,757.98

2017 102 13,699,821.70 84,353.33

2016 91 6,983,200.00 42,514.60

2015 101 8,555,443.86 47,927.04

2014 115 12,102,759.90 71,234.66

2013 116 12,781,476.10 73,477.25

2012 124 7,135,121.00 42,303.80

2011 113 6,033,276.00 37,558.29

2010 127 7,715,376.08 47,302.34

2009 109 5,699,262.00 35,608.26

2008 156 7,736,291.00 48,200.71

2007 156 7,943,975.00 50,074.55

2006 114 6,792,777.99 42,177.71

2005 104 5,252,087.50 33,126.50

2004 95 4,152,246.66 25,407.73

2003 101 3,903,938.33 23,709.91

2002 115 4,490,349.00 27,595.30

2001 118 6,540,615.00 33,590.92

2000 140 5,907,653.00 30,817.42

1999 143 6,905,487.00 35,848.75

1998 196 11,258,109.00 47,904.54

1997 203 12,353,126.00 50,643.00

1996 201 10,468,444.00 42,982.00

1995 212 15,145,921.00 55,405.48

1994 180 11,714,675.00 39,208.25

1993 148 8,099,809.00 25,562.00

1992 136 11,439,095.00 21,203.00

1991 109 4,364,600.00 15,187.00

RDBN BUILDING PERMITS  2019 TO 1991

 

 

ELECTORAL 

AREA

# of 

APPLICATIONS

# of NEW 

RESIDENCES

TOTAL VALUE OF 

CONSTRUCTION ($)

TOTAL PERMIT 

FEES ($)

# of 

APPLICATIONS

# of NEW 

RESIDENCES

TOTAL VALUE OF 

CONSTRUCTION ($)

TOTAL PERMIT 

FEES ($)

A 50 19 10,404,735.50 53,637.67 42 15 8,546,250.00 48,457.50

B 17 3 1,370,710.00 8,496.73 15 1 889,500.00 5,522.00

C 16 1 1,413,023.00 8,498.88 7 2 828,146.00 3,448.88

D 11 1 653,500.00 3,096.00 11 3 459,245.00 2,277.60

E 1 0 100,000.00 600 0 0 0 0

F 30 5 2,515,425.84 13,305.46 22 7 3,068,000.00 18,512.00

G 3 1 1,208,000.00 7,300.00 3 1 245,400.00 1,540.00

TOTAL 128 30 17,665,394.34 94,934.74 100 29 14,036,541.00 79,757.98

2019 2018

ELECTORAL AREA COMPARISONS, 2019 VS. 2018
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A B C D E F G

2019 17,665,394.34 94,934.74 19 3 1 1 0 5 1 30 128

2018 14,036,541.00 79,757.98 15 1 2 3 0 7 1 29 100

2017 13,699,821.70 84,255.33 13 2 5 1 0 4 0 25 102

2016 6,983,200.00 42,514.60 15 0 0 0 0 5 1 23 91

2015 8,555,443.86 47,927.04 13 0 4 3 0 7 2 29 101

2014 12,102,759.90 71,234.66 16 1 4 3 0 8 1 33 115

2013 12,781,476.10 73,477.25 16 3 2 3 0 13 0 37 116

2012 7,135,121.00 42,303.80 19 0 2 2 0 11 1 35 124

2011 6,033,276.00 37,558.29 12 2 8 1 0 7 0 30 113

2010 7,715,376.08 47,302.34 14 2 4 4 0 13 3 40 127

2009 5,699,262.00 35,608.26 13 2 2 5 0 6 2 30 109

2008 7,736,291.00 48,200.71 26 4 1 4 0 12 4 51 156

2007 7,943,975.00 50,074.55 23 4 1 3 0 12 1 44 156

2006 6,792,777.99 42,177.71 21 2 3 2 0 12 2 42 114

2005 5,252,087.50 33,126.50 7 4 5 5 0 8 1 30 104

2004 4,152,246.66 25,407.73 7 3 1 2 0 6 0 19 95

2003 3,903,938.33 23,709.91 11 5 0 0 0 5 1 22 101

2002 4,490,349.00 27,595.00 5 2 3 2 0 5 1 18 115

2001 6,540,615.00 33,591.00 7 8 3 4 0 6 0 28 118

2000 5,907,653.00 30,817.00 18 8 8 1 0 2 1 38 140

1999 6,905,487.00 35,849.00 19 6 7 5 0 11 3 51 143

1998 11,258,109.00 47,905.00 33 18 7 5 0 10 5 79 196

1997 12,353,126.00 50,644.00 38 10 7 3 0 12 10 80 203

1996 10,468,444.00 42,983.00 34 17 11 5 0 10 5 81 201

1995 15,145,921.00 55,405.00 41 17 16 7 0 15 6 102 212

1994 11,714,675.00 39,208.00 40 16 14 5 0 8 6 90 180

1993 8,000,000.00 25,400.00 31 10 12 4 0 16 2 75 150

1992 11,439,000.00 21,299.00 35 6 9 3 0 8 3 64 136

1991 4,300,000.00 15,000.00 20 5 2 0 0 7 2 36 106

1990 6,000,000.00 19,700.00 43 6 5 1 0 3 0 58 127

1989 4,600,427.00 17,214.00 30 2 4 2 0 4 0 42 109

1988 3,698,604.00 14,028.00 17 8 4 1 0 4 1 35 118

1987 2,780,000.00 11,000.00 6 6 3 1 2 2 1 21 135

1986 3,753,780.00 13,508.00 15 1 5 0 0 6 2 29 139

CONSTRUCTION STARTS OF SINGLE-FAMILY DWELLINGS IN THE RDBN
SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS CONSTRUCTED IN THE ELECTORAL AREAS

YEAR
CONSTRUCTION 

VALUE ($)

PERMIT 

VALUE ($)

TOTAL SINGLE 

FAMILY 

PERMITS 

ISSUED

 

 

MUNICIPALITIES 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019

SMITHERS 1 1 3 4 12 11 28 18 8 11 14 9 9 11 5 9 8 4 10

TELKWA 0 0 1 3 0 2 3 5 1 11 5 8 5 5 5 6 6 4 1

HOUSTON 3 0 0 2 5 4 4 2 3 2 2 1 2 1 2 5 1 2 0

GRANSILE 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

BURNS LAKE 3 1 1 0 1 3 2 1 2 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 3 1 1

FRASER LAKE 1 0 1 2 0 0 1 3 0 1 3 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

VANDERHOOF 3 3 10 15 23 27 17 17 8 13 11 11 6 14 2 6 7 1 3

FORT ST JAMES 2 0 1 0 1 2 2 1 1 3 2 0 4 1 2 2 1 1 2

TOTAL 13 5 17 26 42 49 57 47 23 42 38 31 26 32 16 28 26 13 17

SINGLE FAMILY DWELLINGS CONSTRUCTED WITHIN THE MUNICIPALITIES OF THE RDBN

 

 

 
Notes to Housing Starts Tables: 
1) The tables refer to new single-family dwellings only and do not include multi-family units such as apartments, duplexes, etc. 
2) The tables do not account for new single-wide mobile homes. 
3) The tables do not account for new dwellings constructed outside of the Building Bylaw area, or on First Nation reserves. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
TO: Chairperson Thiessen and Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
 
DATE:  February 20, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Committee Meeting Recommendations  

– February 6, 2020 
______________________________________________________________________ 
 
RECOMMENDATION:    (ALL/DIRECTORS/MAJORITY) 
 
Recommendation 1 through 3 as written. 
 
Following are recommendations from the February 6, 2020 Committee Meetings for the 
Regional Board’s consideration and approval.   
 

Committee of the Whole Meeting – February 6, 2020 
 
Recommendation 1: 
Re: Broadcasting Meetings 
 
“That the Board direct staff to conduct a pilot/test recording of a future RDBN meeting  
utilizing free technology; and further, that the test recording be brought forward to the  
Board for review.” 
 
Recommendation 2: 
Re: 2020 Budget Change 
 
“That the Board direct staff to remove the capital cost for the Houston Recycling Centre  
from the 2020 Budget and revisit in 2021” 

 
Recommendation 3: 
Re: 2020 Budget 
 
“That the Board direct staff to bring forward the 2020 budget for first and second reading  
at the February 20th Board meeting.” 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 
TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
 
DATE: February 20, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Minerals North 2020 – Quesnel, B.C. – April 29 - May 1, 2020 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     (all/directors/majority) 
 
“That the Board consider: 
 
“That the Chair and Directors ______________ and ___________ be authorized 
to attend Minerals North 2020 April 29-May 1, 2020 in Quesnel, B.C.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Minerals North is taking place April 29 - May 1, 2020 in Quesnel, BC. 
 
In 2019 the Board authorized Director Rob Newell’s attendance at Minerals North 
in Chetwynd, B.C.  Economic Development staff also attended the event in 2019 
as part of the trade show.  Staff will not be attending the event in 2020. 
 
As per policy, the Chair and two Directors are eligible to attend, and funding is 
allocated to general government.  Therefore, both Rural and Municipal Directors 
are authorized to attend.  The estimated cost for attendance at the event is 
$2,150 per Director ($1,400 for full attendance and $750 remuneration). 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 
TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
 
DATE: February 20, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: North Central Local Government Association AGM and 

Convention – May 13 - 15, 2020 - Prince George, B.C.   
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     (all/directors/majority) 
 
“That the Board approve: 
 
“That the Chair and any Rural Directors be authorized to attend the North Central 
Local Government Association (NCLGA) AGM and Convention May 13-15, 2020 
in Prince George, B.C.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
The NCLGA AGM and Convention is taking place May 13-15, 2020 in Prince 
George, BC.  Registration for the event opened Tuesday, February 11, 2020. 
 
In 2019 Rural Directors Parker, Greenaway and Newell attended NCLGA in 
Williams Lake along with the Manager of Administrative Services.  The CAO 
and/or the Manager of Administrative Service will be in attendance for the 2020 
NCLGA. 
 
As per Board Policy, attendees’ costs will be allocated to rural government for 
Rural Director attendance and general government for the Chair.  The estimated 
cost for full attendance is $2,700 per Director ($1,700 for full attendance and 
$1,000 remuneration). 
 

283



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
 
 

 
TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 
 
FROM: Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
 
DATE: February 20, 2020 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Funding - Charge North EV Network Study 

Advisory Committee - Bridge Funding Work Plan  
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:     (all/directors/majority) 
 
“That the Board consider: 
 
“Contributing $4,000 from Special Projects General Government for costs 
associated in furthering the Community Energy Association’s Charge North 
process of securing EV infrastructure capital.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
Attached is a request from the Community Energy Association for its Charge 
North – Bridge Funding Work Plan.  The Association is requesting $4,000 from 
each of the six regional districts, to continue the process of securing EV 
infrastructure capital.   
 
In December 2017 the Regional Board included $9,000 in the RDBN 2018 
Carbon Emissions Reduction budget for the Community Energy Association’s 
Electric Vehicle Charging Network Collaboration Project subject to the project 
receiving grant funding from the FCM Municipalities for Climate Innovation 
Program – Plans and Studies.  The funding provided in 2018 was allocated from 
the RDBN Special Projects General Government budget.   
 
In May 2018 the Board appointed Director Taylor Bachrach to participate in the 
Charge North Advisory Committee.   
 
At its January 23, 2020 Board Meeting Director Gladys Atrill and Cheryl 
Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services were appointed to the Advisory 
Committee.   
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Charge North EV Network Study  

Advisory Committee Memo 
 

Date: November 6, 2019  

To: Charge North Advisory Committee members 

From: Janice Keyes, Community Energy Association 

Re: Charge North - Bridge Funding Work Plan 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Only a year and a half ago, we asked… EV’s are definitely coming….will the north be ready? 

Local governments in central and northern BC said yes! And six regional districts came together to plan 

for a rural electric vehicle (EV) charging station network. This partnership of Charge North communities 

is demonstrating the collaborative leadership needed to address emissions from transportation while 

supporting economic development and enhancing tourism opportunities. Six regional districts, 37 

municipalities, 2,780 kms of highway and we have been running with this opportunity ever since…. 

Your regional district’s original contribution of $9,000 was leveraged into a planning study and grants for 

infrastructure: 

 $184,000 for the feasibility study, planning work and capital grant applications, through the FCM 

and Emotive grants, 

 Confidential, conditional approval of a $192,000 capital grant from Northern Development 

Initiatives Trust (NDIT); and 

 $1.1 million pending infrastructure grant application with CleanBC 

Charge North has progressed quickly from planning to implementation and we need your continued 

support to move forward with the next phase of EV network development.  

A reliable and safe EV network requires both Level 3 stations (approximately 30 minutes to charge 

vehicle) and Level 2 stations (approximately 4 hours to charge vehicle). Level 3s allow EVs to travel long 

distances - they are key to getting EV drivers into your region. Levels 2s can direct how and where 

visitors spend their time and money while in your community. They provide important back up to Level 

3 stations and ensure all types of EVs have access to public charging. 

Charge North has worked closely with BC Hydro and Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure to 

ensure local priorities are considered with the installation of their Level 3 stations and we now have: 

 10 new Level 3 charging stations operating in the Charge North region, 

 9 additional Level 3s expected in coming months, and 

 10 more Level 3s in the planning stages for 2020 installation. 

To support this momentum, Charge North is leading the Level 2 station deployment as well as public 

education and outreach with local car dealers. To date, over 50 Level 2 stations are planned in 28 Charge 

North communities, pending successful grant funding and we will continue to build the Level 2 network 

out to approximately 120 stations, covering every Charge North community. 

This memo outlines a bridge funding work plan to ensure Charge North continues into the next phase of 

implementation. 
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Rationale:  
On September 22, 2019, the Charge North Advisory Committee agreed to prioritize a temporary work 

plan to secure bridge funding to ensure the Charge North project continues into the next phase of 

implementation. 

Community Energy Association’s (CEA) original scope of work and the existing budget, co-funded in 2018 

by FCM and the six regional districts, will wrap up at the end of 2019. We have gone well beyond the 

original mandate to “set everything up to attract capital grants”. We now have a confidential, 

conditional approval for a $192,000 grant from NDIT and a pending CleanBC grant for $1.1 M, with an 

expected announcement in late 2019 or early 2020.  

We are delighted with NDIT’s recognition of our project’s value. Our first wave of Level 2 infrastructure, 

co-funded by NDIT and committed local government contributions, would provide Level 2 EV station 

procurement for project communities. The proposal covers Level 2 equipment purchase for 47 stations 

and a pilot installation project for almost 20 stations. The NDIT funds are conditional on Charge North 

securing additional funding to finance the remaining 27 installations. To ensure the NDIT funding 

opportunity is realized, as well as purse new capital grants, continue stakeholder outreach and project 

management, CEA will need bridge funding from the regional districts, supported by our in-kind 

contribution.  

 

Bridge Work Plan:  
Over the next 9 – 12 months, a proposed work plan would address: 

Activity Budget Possible Grant Streams 

CEA In-kind Contributions 

Stakeholder outreach/communication $4,000  

Presentation at Spring 2020 NCLGA $3,000  

Collect confirmed local government 
capital contributions   

$2,000  

Prepare 2 x RFPs for Level 2 EV 
stations and installation 

$2,000  

Advisory Committee meetings $5,000  

CEA TOTAL $16,000  

Regional District Contributions 

Grant Writing – Capital $14,000 New provincial offer or 
future NRCan call  

Grant Writing – Outreach/Education $5,000 Emotive program 

Grant Writing – Policy $5,000 Real Estate Foundation of 
BC and provincial utilities  

RD TOTAL $24,000  

BRIDGE FUNDING TOTAL $40,000  
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On behalf of the Charge North collaboration, we would like to request $4,000 from each of the six 

regional districts, to continue the process of securing EV infrastructure capital, in particular the NDIT 

conditional funding. We anticipate opportunities for: 

- one new large, capital grant, similar in scope to the CleanBC Community Fund 

- two new program grants, focused on: 

o continued community outreach and public education as well as targeted car dealer 

outreach 

o policy support for local governments around EV adoption, incentive top ups, etc… 

With our in-kind contribution, CEA will continue to provide stakeholder outreach, public communication, 

media relations and presentations at key events such as NCLGA and local tourism association AGMs. We 

will continue to chair the Advisory Committee on an as-need basis, primarily to provide oversight on 

grant applications and we can begin work on the RFP process for the Level 2 equipment purchase and 

installation service.  

Conclusion:  
Charge North will provide strategic economic infrastructure at a low cost to local governments, 

leveraging the significant EV infrastructure investment currently committed by the Province and BC 

Hydro of approximately $4.2 million. To extend this collaborative effort, we need continued regional 

district support, and a $4,000 contribution, to move forward with the next phase of EV network 

development and light up EV stations in all the Charge North communities.  

This partnership of central and northern BC communities believes that Charge North is a unique 

opportunity to support local economies, reduce emissions, and demonstrate climate action leadership 

and we look forward to continuing to work on your behalf.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

NB: Any new capital grant applications will likely require EV station co-funding from participating 

communities, for example, the 26% local government contributions for the CleanBC grant. This will not 

be covered by the $4,000 regional district contributions, which are designated to prepare capital grant 

applications only. New applications would require additional local government contributions, based on 

the specific grant funding formula and the number of EV stations included for each community.  
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 Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 Memo 
 
 
 
TO:  Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  
     
FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
DATE:    February 5, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:    Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection Local Service Establishment 

Amendment Bylaw No. 1887, 2020 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION     
 
“That “Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection Local Service Establishment Amendment Bylaw 
No. 1887, 2020” be adopted this 20th day of February, 2020.” 

 
VOTING (all/directors/majority) 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Attached is “Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection Local Service Establishment Amendment 
Bylaw No. 1887, 2020” which was given three readings by the Board on January 23, 
2020.  The bylaw may now be adopted by the Board. 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors Memorandum 

To: Chair and the Board of Directors 
From: Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator 
Date: February 20, 2020 
Regarding: CityWest Letter of Support Request  

Recommendation: 

That the Board consider: 
That the Board provide Letters of Support to CityWest for Phase 3, Last Mile applications to 
the CRTC Broadband Fund and the Connecting British Columbia Program. 

Background:  

Please see attached request for additional details. 

291



 

248 3rd Ave. West   Prince Rupert, BC   V8J 1L1 

 1-800-442-8664  |   citywest@cwct.ca  |   www.citywest.ca 

February 10, 2020 

 

Dear Chair Thiessen,  

CityWest is seeking some government funding for projects in the Regional District of Bulkley-

Nechako, and we would be honoured if the District’s Board could write us a letter of support for 

some government funding we are seeking. 

Our funding applications are being sent to the CRTC Broadband Fund and the Connect British 

Columbia Program (Phase 3, last-mile) for the following communities: 

• Vanderhoof 

• Burns Lake 

• Decker Lake 

• Wet’suwet’en 

• Stellat’en 

• Fraser Lake 

• Fort Fraser 

• Nadleh Whut’en 

If you are able to send us a letter of support for our application, please send it to the attention of 

Donovan Dias, VP Sales & Project Management. His email is Donovan.dias@cwct.ca 

Thank you very much for your consideration. Please feel free to reach out if you have any further 

questions. 

 

Chris Armstrong 

Director of Marketing 

CityWest 

chris.armstrong@cwct.ca 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors Memorandum 

 
 
 

To:  Chair Thiessen and the Board of Directors  
From: Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator 
Date: February 20, 2020 
Regarding: Federal Gas Tax Funds – Electoral Area ‘A’ (Smithers Rural), 
 Smithers Community Services Association 
  
Recommendation: 

1) That the RDBN Board of Directors authorize contributing up to an additional $100,000 of 
Electoral Area ‘A’ Federal Gas Tax allocation monies to the Smithers Community Services 
Association for a Cultural Infrastructure project at the Smithers Rail Station building, and 
further, 

(All/Directors/Majority) 
 

2) That the RDBN Board of Directors authorize the withdrawal of up to $100,000 from the 
Federal Gas Tax Reserve Fund. 

(Participants/Weighted/Majority) 
 
 
Background:  
 
In December the Board approved a $50,000 Federal Gas Tax contribution to the Smithers 
Community Services Association to assist with a Cultural Infrastructure project at the Smithers 
Rail Station building located in the Town of Smithers.  This project includes replacing the roof 
on the Smithers Rail Station, which is a heritage building.  The cost for this project has been 
estimated at $236,500 
 
Due to an unsuccessful grant application to the Community Gaming Grants program, the 
project was not fully funded and at risk of incompletion or incurring significant debt.  A further 
request for funding was considered, and an additional contribution of $100,000 is proposed.  A 
total Federal Gas Tax contribution of $150,000 will ensure the project is fully funded. 
 
Total uncommitted Gas Tax Funds remaining in Electoral Area ‘A’ allocation is $1,409,006.30.   
Director Mark Fisher is supportive of this project and of accessing additional Federal Gas Tax 
Funds in the amount of up to $100,000 from Area ‘A’ for this Cultural Infrastructure project.  A 
Board resolution is required to contribute Federal Gas Tax Funds to this project. 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

To: Board of Directors 
From: John Illes, Chief Financial Officer 
Date: February 20, 2020 
Re: 2020 Budget Bylaw 1903  

Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 

“That the Board give Bylaw 1903 first and second reading.” 

Discussion: 

There have only been minor changes to the budget since the last direction from the 
Board at the February 6th meeting.   

The following changes have been made: 

The budget now includes the updated actuals from 2019. 

The budget includes an increase to the invasive plant budget by $12,000 as discussed 
elsewhere in the agenda. 

The results of these changes is a small decrease in the taxation for municipalities since 
the February 6th budget presentation from $5.00 per $200,000 of assessments (2.6%) to 
$4.68 per $200,000 of assessments (2.5%).  Electoral Area taxation remains 
unchanged. 

294



Attachment 1

Dept Service 2019 Tax 2020 Tax 2019 vs 2020

2019  
Completed 

Roll

2020   
Completed    

Roll 2019 2020
2020 vs 

2019 2019 2020
2020 vs 

2019

Region-Wide Services

1201 General Govt - Legislative 369,361       481,311       111,950        595,446,021  622,528,075   12.41   15.46     3.06       12.41   15.46   3.06      

1202 General Govt - Administration 593,914       326,515       (267,399)       595,446,021  622,528,075   19.95   10.49     (9.46)     19.95   10.49   (9.46)     

1203 General Govt - Finance 329,804       480,839       151,035        595,446,021  622,528,075   11.08   15.45     4.37       11.08   15.45   4.37      

    SUBTOTAL GENERAL ADMINISTRATION 1,293,079 1,288,665 (4,414)           595,446,021  622,528,075   43.43 41.40 (2.03)     43.43 41.40 (2.03)     

1301 Feasibility Studies -               -               -                595,446,021  622,528,075   -       -         -         -       -       -        

1401 Agriculture 43,379         116,097       72,718          595,446,021  622,528,075   1.46     3.73       2.27       1.46     3.73     2.27      

2500 Regional Economic Development 93,917         191,477       97,560          595,446,021  622,528,075   3.15     6.15       3.00       3.15     6.15     3.00      

4101 Rural Planning 215,762       309,438       93,676          296,834,742  307,701,103   9.89     11.96     2.07       6.59     7.97     1.38      

4301 Development Serv 275,976       360,799       84,823          595,446,021  622,528,075   9.27     11.59     2.32       9.27     11.59   2.32      

5000 Environmental Serv. 3,349,452    3,467,224    117,772        595,446,021  622,528,075   112.50 111.39   (1.11)     112.50 111.39 (1.11)     

7501 9-1-1 Service 282,544       255,177       (27,367)         595,446,021  622,528,075   9.49     8.20       (1.29)     9.49     8.20     (1.29)     

   Total Region-Wide Services 5,554,109    5,988,878    434,769        595,446,021  622,528,075   189.19 194.42   5.23       185.90 190.44 4.54      

Regional Rural Services

1101 Rural Govt - Legislative 91,718         150,473       58,755          296,834,742  307,701,103   6.18     9.78       3.60       

1102 Rural Govt - Administration 63,259         21,522         (41,737)         296,834,742  307,701,103   4.26     1.40       (2.86)     

     SUBTOTAL RURAL ADMINISTRATION 154,977       171,995       17,018          296,834,742  307,701,103   10.44   11.18     0.74       

4401 Building Numbering 7,473           7,998           525               296,834,742  307,701,103   0.50     0.52       0.02       

4501 Unsightly Premises 23,816         51,361         27,545          274,667,476  285,533,837   1.73     3.60       1.86       

5901 Weed Control 38,766         51,464         12,698          296,834,742  307,701,103   2.61     3.35       0.73       

7601 Emergency Preparedness 265,030       277,753       12,723          296,834,742  307,701,103   17.86   18.05     0.20       

7602 Emergency Response -               0                  0                    296,834,742  307,701,103   -       0.00       0.00       

7603 Rural Fire Dept Traing & Eval & Compliance -               14,142         14,142          296,834,742  307,701,103   -       0.92       0.92       

7604 Fire Department Safety Grants -               -               -                296,834,742  307,701,103   -       -         -         `

     SUBTOTAL EMERGENCY SERVICES 265,030       291,895       26,865          

Service Areas

1103 Rural Grant in Aid 133,519       91,519         (42,000)         296,834,742  307,701,103   9.00     5.95       (3.05)     

4201 Building Inspection 200,486       236,036       35,550          184,732,280  195,460,707   21.71   24.15     2.45       
8203 Regional Public Transit 56,767         61,834         5,067            298,611,279  314,826,972   3.80     3.93     0.13      

   SUBTOTAL SERVICE AREAS 390,772       389,389       (1,383)           

   Total Regional Rural Services 490,062       574,713       84,651          33.15   37.61     4.47       

   Total Service Areas 390,772       389,389       (1,383)           
   Total Combined Services 6,434,943    6,952,979    518,036        222.34 232.04   9.69       189.70 194.36 4.66      

Tax Rate  
$$/$1000 

Assessment 1.112 1.160 0.048 0.948 0.972 0.023

Tax amount 
increase for a 

$200,000 
Residence

 $    9.69 4.4%  $   4.66 2.5%

RDBN - 2020 Budget
Projected Tax Rates for Regional Services

(excludes local services)

Tax on a $200,000 Residential Property
Taxation Converted Assessments Rural Taxpayers Municipal Taxpayers
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

BYLAW NO. 1903 
 

Being a bylaw to adopt the Financial Plan 
for the years 2020 to 2024 

 
 

 
The Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako in open meeting assembled ENACTED 
as follows: 
 

1. Schedules “A”, “B”, “C”, “D”, and “E” attached hereto and made part 
of this bylaw, is the Financial Plan for the Regional District of  
Bulkley-Nechako for the years 2020 through 2024. 
 

2. This bylaw may be cited as “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Five Year Financial Plan Bylaw No. 1903, 2020”. 
 

READ A FIRST TIME this    day of   ,2020 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this   day of   ,2020 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this    day of   ,2020 
 
 
ADOPTED this   day of   ,2020 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________ 
Chairperson      Corporate Administrator 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Bylaw No. 1903 as adopted. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
 

296



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
2020 to 2024 Financial Plan Amendment- Bylaw No. 1903 Schedule "A"  

  2019 Financial Plan:

Prop. Value Parcel Fees and Proceeds of Other Total Reserve Surplus of Equity in Total Debt Pmts. Capital Amortization Other Deficit from Total 
Service Taxes Taxes Charges Borrowing Revenue Funding Funds Prior Yr. TCAs Transfers Int. & P'pal. Expenditures of TCAs Expenses Prior Year Expenditures

1101 Rural Government Services 263,514 1,046,108 1,309,622 (278,527) 345,044 66,517 1,376,137 1,376,137

1200 General Government Services 1,288,665 15,900 354,022 1,658,587 72,535 558,906 80,000 711,441 7,800 70,000 80,000 2,212,228 2,370,028

1301 Feasibility Studies 25,600 25,600 25,600 25,600

1401 Agriculture 116,097 72,108 188,205 120,000 41,807 161,807 350,012 350,012

1501 Local Community of Fort Fraser 4,708 5,000 9,708 4,222 4,222 13,930 13,930

1701 Chinook Community Forest 1,000 1,000 702 298 1,000

2300 Stuart-Nechako Economic Development 8,692 8,692 8,692 8,692

2401 Area "A" Economic Development 10,000 10,000 15,000 15,000 25,000 25,000

2402 Area "B" Economic Development 63,164 63,164 63,164 63,164

2403 Area "C" Economic Development 250 250 250 250
2404 Area "D" Economic Development 250 250 250 250

2405 Area "E" Economic Development 43,402 43,402 43,402 43,402

2406 Area "F" Economic Development 250 250 250 250

2407 Area "G" Economic Development 250 250 250 250

2500 Regional Economic Development 191,477 136,742 328,220 (3,300) 162,594 159,294 487,513 487,513

3101 Member Fiscal Services 872,885 872,885 872,885 872,885

4101 Planning 309,438 13,250 59,188 381,876 (45,085) 51,414 5,500 11,829 11,000 5,500 377,205 393,705

4201 Building Inspection 236,036 253,986 490,022 (35,040) 52,879 12,485 30,324 40,000 12,485 467,861 520,346
4301  Development Services 360,799 12,000 32,032 404,831 (21,422) 16,545 10,000 5,123 10,000 399,954 409,954

4401 Building Numbering Extended Service 7,998 1,602 9,600 (420) 1,760 1,340 10,940 10,940

4501 Unsightly Premises Regulatory Control 51,361 32,991 84,352 (3,236) 6,890 3,654 88,006 88,006

5101 Environmental Services 3,467,224 609,290 411,569 4,488,083 240,840 704,551 700,000 1,645,391 347,978 789,500 700,000 4,295,995 6,133,474

5901 Invasive Plant Control 51,464 50 8,342 59,856 12,586 12,586 72,442 72,442

5902 Lake Kathlyn Aquatic Weed Harvesting 8,310 544 150 9,004 8,990 14 9,004

5903 Glacier Gulch Water Diversion 2,618 180 25 2,823 5,609 5,609 8,432 8,432

6101 Ft. Fraser Sewer System 45,278 26,520 20,000 91,798 (26,136) 10,843 16,000 707 16,000 76,505 92,505

6201 Ft. Fraser Water System 61,465 41,557 103,022 49,698 17,960 100,000 167,658 100,000 100,000 70,680 270,680

6301 Cluculz Lake - Somerset Estates Sewer 4,500 4,500 5,119 5,119 9,619 9,619

6401 Pump & Haul Sewer Disposal 500 500 500 500

6402 Liquid Waste Disposal 5,000 5,000 9,687 9,687 14,687 14,687

7101 Ft. Fraser Fire Protection 53,803 5,000 58,803 (18,166) 5,758 10,800 (1,608) 10,800 46,395 57,195

7102 Southside Rural Fire Protection 43,507 43,507 3,530 233 18,000 21,763 3,696 18,000 43,574 65,270

7103 Topley Rural Fire Protection 71,802 71,802 (166) 715 23,000 23,549 17,741 23,000 54,610 95,351

7201 Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection 118,949 118,949 17 17 118,966 118,966

7202 Ft.St.James Rural Fire Protection 127,662 127,662 (10,000) (10,000) 117,744 (82) 117,662

7203 Houston Rural Fire Protection 22,051 22,051 22,051 22,051

7204 Luck Bay Rural fire Protection 48,196 48,196 (15,200) 7,233 9,300 1,333 7,095 9,300 33,134 49,529

7205 Smithers Rural Fire Protection 213,213 213,213 (10,000) (10,000) 203,213 203,213

7206 Telkwa Rural Fire Protection 125,612 125,612 (6,000) (6,000) 119,612 119,612

7207 Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection 41,415 41,415 41,415 41,415

7208 Round Lake Fire Protection 10,449 10,449 (1,500) 2,101 600 1,201 1,025 600 10,025 11,650

7301 Cluculz Lake Emergency Response 23,437 23,437 40,000 40,000 63,268 169 63,437

7401 Area "A" Emergency Services 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7404 Area "D" Extrication 2,613 2,221 4,834 166 166 5,000 5,000

7405 Area "C" Road Rescue Service 14,702 14,702 103 103 14,805 14,805

7406 Topley Road Rescue/First Responders 6,910 6,910 (10) 100 1,000 1,090 1,000 7,000 8,000

7501 9-1-1 Service 255,177 123,000 29,174 407,351 (68,896) 66,689 70,000 67,793 70,000 405,144 475,144

7600 Emergency Preparedness Planning 291,895 908,499 1,200,394 989,126 107,588 4,000 1,100,714 861,000 4,000 1,436,108 2,301,108

7701 Burns Lake & Area Victim Services 12,444 2,795 15,239 936 936 16,175 16,175

7702 Smithers Victim Services 36,026 500 36,526 447 447 36,973 36,973

8101 Lakes District Airport 97,693 41,498 139,191 (25,000) 13,834 (11,166) 35,525 92,500 128,025

8201 Smithers Para-Transit

8202 FSJ Seniors Helping Seniors Transportation Service 41,396 800 42,196 804 804 43,000 43,000

8203 Regional Public Transit & Para Transit Service 61,834 81,500 38,390 181,724 (88,477) 86,477 (2,000) 179,724 179,724

9101 Decker Lake Street Lighting 9,858 350 10,208 476 476 10,684 10,684

9102 Endako Street Lighting 3,310 320 3,630 190 190 3,820 3,820

9103 Ft. Fraser Street Lighting 7,248 490 7,738 806 806 8,544 8,544

9104 Gerow Island Street Lighting 4,243 4,243 186 186 4,429 4,429

9106 Colony Point Street Lighting 2,374 2,374 726 726 3,100 3,100

9107 Laidlaw Street Lighting 598 286 884 884 884

10101 Bulkley Valley Regional Pool and Rec. Centre 1,019,085 20,135 1,039,220 (255,372) 43,682 120,000 (91,690) 1,200 120,000 826,329.56 947,530

10102 Vanderhoof Pool 287,366 287,366 (15,000) (15,000) 272,366 272,366

10201 Ft.St.James Arena Grant 37,500 37,500 37,500 37,500

10202 Burns Lake Arena 192,253 2,500 194,753 5,247 5,247 200,000 200,000

10301 Smithers Rural Recreation/Culture 311,494 311,494 311,493 1 311,494

10302 Vanderhoof Recreaton & Culture 95,985 95,985 95,985 95,985

10303 Lakes District Arts and Culture 227,279 87,865 315,144 35,760 35,760 350,904 350,904

10401 Ft Fraser Cemetary Grant 1,963 35 1,998 2 2 2,000 2,000

10402 Topley Cemetery Grant 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

10501 Smithers, Telkwa, Houston TV Rebroadcast 59,331 600 59,931 69 69 60,000 60,000

10502 Fraser Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 51,767 29,705 81,472 4,778 4,778 86,250 86,250

10503 Ft. St. James and Area TV Rebroadcasting 164,062 2,800 166,862 553 553 167,415 167,415

10504 Burns Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 28,652 12,776 41,428 1,072 1,072 42,500 42,500

10602 Fraser Lake Rural Library Grant 14,918 60 17,250 32,228 4,506 4,506 36,734 36,734

10603 Fort St. James Library 17,098 50 17,148 40 40 17,188 17,188

10801 Fort Fraser Community Hall 2,452 46 2,498 2 2 2,500 2,500
10802 Braeside Community Hall 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
10901 Regional Parks and Trails 15,000 15,000 15,000 15,000

Total for all Departments 10,684,206 132,029 1,184,578 4,271,609 16,272,422 588,776 2,492,405 1,180,685 4,261,866 1,291,250 1,875,196 1,180,685 16,186,755 400 20,534,286

EXPENDITURES: TRANSFERS From/(To)FUNDING 

2/12/2020 Page 3
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
2020 to 2024 Financial Plan Amendment- Bylaw No. 1903 Schedule "B"  

  2019 Financial Plan:

Prop. Value Parcel Fees and Proceeds of Other Total Reserve Surplus of Equity in Total Debt Pmts. Capital Amortization Other Deficit from Total 
Service Taxes Taxes Charges Borrowing Revenue Funding Funds Prior Yr. TCAs Transfers Int. & P'pal. Expenditures of TCAs Expenses Prior Year Expenditures

1101 Rural Government Services 333,494 1,046,108 1,379,602 (226,658) (226,658) 1,152,944 1,152,944

1200 General Government Services 1,899,291 15,900 314,834 2,230,025 (41,591) 80,000 38,409 7,800 25,000 80,000 2,155,634 2,268,434

1301 Feasibility Studies

1401 Agriculture 137,333 5,000 142,333 142,333 142,333

1501 Local Community of Fort Fraser 6,330 5,000 11,330 11,330 11,330

1701 Chinook Community Forest 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

2300 Stuart-Nechako Economic Development

2401 Area "A" Economic Development 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000

2402 Area "B" Economic Development 62,914 62,914 62,914 62,914

2403 Area "C" Economic Development

2404 Area "D" Economic Development

2405 Area "E" Economic Development 15,000 11,000 26,000 26,000 26,000

2406 Area "F" Economic Development

2407 Area "G" Economic Development

2500 Regional Economic Development 237,987 180,520 418,507 (3,300) (3,300) 415,207 415,207

3101 Member Fiscal Services 872,885 872,885 872,885 872,885

4101 Planning 348,374 13,250 29,188 390,812 (4,671) 5,500 829 5,500 386,141 391,641

4201 Building Inspection 245,904 253,986 499,890 (26,161) 12,485 (13,676) 12,485 473,729 486,214

4301  Development Services 377,657 2,000 32,032 411,689 (4,877) 10,000 5,123 10,000 406,812 416,812

4401 Building Numbering Extended Service 9,945 1,602 11,547 (420) (420) 11,127 11,127

4501 Unsightly Premises Regulatory Control 89,182 2,991 92,173 (3,236) (3,236) 88,937 88,937

5101 Environmental Services 4,287,074 515,000 491,569 5,293,643 (28,635) 700,000 671,365 855,000 700,000 4,410,008 5,965,008

5901 Weeds 62,294 50 8,342 70,686 70,686 70,686

5902 Lake Kathlyn Aquatic Weed Harvesting 8,296 544 150 8,990 8,990 8,990

5903 Glacier Gulch Water Diversion 3,227 180 25 3,432 3,432 3,432

6101 Ft. Fraser Sewer System 65,252 27,050 92,303 18,864 16,000 34,864 16,000 111,167 127,167

6201 Ft. Fraser Water System 63,344 42,388 105,732 (50,302) 100,000 49,698 100,000 55,430 155,430

6301 Cluculz Lake - Somerset Estates Sewer 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500

6401 Pump & Haul Sewer Disposal 500 500 500 500

6402 Liquid Waste Disposal 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7101 Ft. Fraser Fire Protection 56,081 5,000 61,081 (14,666) 10,800 (3,866) 10,800 46,415 57,215

7102 Southside Rural Fire Protection 43,740 43,740 (166) 18,000 17,834 18,000 43,574 61,574

7103 Topley Rural Fire Protection 71,517 71,517 (166) 23,000 22,834 17,741 23,000 53,610 94,351

7201 Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection 117,500 117,500 117,500 117,500

7202 Ft.St.James Rural Fire Protection 140,717 140,717 (10,000) (10,000) 130,717 130,717

7203 Houston Rural Fire Protection 21,807 21,807 21,807 21,807

7204 Luck Bay Rural fire Protection 48,010 48,010 (5,000) 9,300 4,300 7,095 9,300 35,915 52,310

7205 Smithers Rural Fire Protection 217,077 217,077 (10,000) (10,000) 207,077 207,077

7206 Telkwa Rural Fire Protection 123,054 123,054 123,054 123,054

7207 Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection 42,068 42,068 42,068 42,068

7208 Round Lake Fire Protection 11,636 11,636 (1,500) 600 (900) 1,025 600 9,111 10,736

7301 Cluculz Lake Emergency Response 23,437 23,437 23,437 23,437

7401 Area "A" Emergency Services 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7404 Area "D" Extrication 2,750 3,250 6,000 6,000 6,000

7405 Area "C" Road Rescue Service 14,805 14,805 14,805 14,805

7406 Topley Road Rescue/First Responders 7,010 7,010 (10) 1,000 990 1,000 7,000 8,000

7501 9-1-1 Service 266,878 90,000 57,034 413,912 (633) 70,000 69,367 70,000 413,279 483,279

7600 Emergency Preparedness Planning 461,184 656,013 1,117,197 (2,103) 4,000 1,897 4,000 1,115,094 1,119,094

7701 Burns Lake & Area Victim Services 13,380 2,795 16,175 16,175 16,175

7702 Smithers Victim Services 37,343 37,343 37,343 37,343

8101 Lakes District Airport 101,227 41,498 142,725 (25,000) (25,000) 35,225 82,500 117,725

8201 Smithers Para-Transit

8202 FSJ Seniors Helping Seniors Transportation Service 43,000 43,000 43,000 43,000

8203 Regional Public Transit & Para Transit Service 88,887 81,500 29,015 199,402 199,402 199,402

9101 Decker Lake Street Lighting 10,853 350 11,203 11,203 11,203

9102 Endako Street Lighting 3,691 320 4,011 4,011 4,011

9103 Ft. Fraser Street Lighting 8,376 490 8,866 8,866 8,866

9104 Gerow Island Street Lighting 4,650 4,650 4,650 4,650

9106 Colony Point Street Lighting 3,255 3,255 3,255 3,255

9107 Laidlaw Street Lighting 901 901 901 901

10101 Bulkley Valley Regional Pool and Rec. Centre 1,009,719 19,135 1,028,854 (251,372) 120,000 (131,372) 1,200 120,000 776,281.75 897,482

10102 Vanderhoof Pool 330,611 330,611 (15,000) (15,000) 315,611 315,611

10201 Ft.St.James Arena Grant 37,500 37,500 37,500 37,500

10202 Burns Lake Arena 197,500 2,500 200,000 200,000 200,000

10301 Smithers Rural Recreation/Culture 317,723 317,723 317,723 317,723

10302 Vanderhoof Recreaton & Culture 95,985 95,985 95,985 95,985

10303 Lakes District Recreation and Culture 267,404 70,000 337,404 337,404 337,404

10401 Ft Fraser Cemetary Grant 1,960 40 2,000 2,000 2,000

10402 Topley Cemetery Grant 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

10501 Smithers, Telkwa, Houston TV Rebroadcast 59,400 600 60,000 60,000 60,000

10502 Fraser Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 54,303 31,947 86,250 86,250 86,250

10503 Ft. St. James and Area TV Rebroadcasting 164,062 2,800 166,862 166,862 166,862

10504 Burns Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 22,871 9,630 32,500 32,500 32,500

10602 Fraser Lake Rural Library Grant 19,424 60 17,250 36,734 36,734 36,734

10603 Fort St. James Library 17,138 50 17,188 17,188 17,188

10801 Fort Fraser Community Hall 2,454 46 2,500 2,500 2,500

10802 Braeside Community Hall 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
10901 Regional Parks and Trails

Total for all Departments 12,706,312 155,472 1,048,654 3,954,763 17,865,201 (706,603) 1,180,685 474,082 942,972 880,000 1,180,685 15,335,627 18,339,283

FUNDING  TRANSFERS From/(To) EXPENDITURES:

2/12/2020 Page 4
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
2020 to 2024 Financial Plan Amendment- Bylaw No. 1903 Schedule "C"  

  2020 Financial Plan:

Prop. Value Parcel Fees and Proceeds of Other Total Reserve Surplus of Equity in Total Debt Pmts. Capital Amortization Other Deficit from Total 
Service Taxes Taxes Charges Borrowing Revenue Funding Funds Prior Yr. TCAs Transfers Int. & P'pal. Expenditures of TCAs Expenses Prior Year Expenditures

1101 Rural Government Services 341,858 1,046,108 1,387,966 (177,658) (177,658) 1,210,308 1,210,308

1200 General Government Services 1,936,126 15,900 306,084 2,258,110 (16,591) 80,000 63,409 7,800 25,000 80,000 2,208,719 2,321,519

1301 Feasibility Studies

1401 Agriculture 136,684 5,000 141,684 141,684 141,684

1501 Local Community of Fort Fraser 6,330 5,000 11,330 11,330 11,330

1701 Chinook Community Forest 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

2300 Stuart-Nechako Economic Development

2401 Area "A" Economic Development 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000

2402 Area "B" Economic Development 62,914 62,914 62,914 62,914

2403 Area "C" Economic Development

2404 Area "D" Economic Development

2405 Area "E" Economic Development 15,000 11,000 26,000 26,000 26,000

2406 Area "F" Economic Development

2407 Area "G" Economic Development

2500 Regional Economic Development 230,495 180,520 411,015 (3,300) (3,300) 407,715 407,715

3101 Member Fiscal Services 872,885 872,885 872,885 872,885

4101 Planning 354,561 13,250 29,188 396,999 (4,671) 5,500 829 5,500 392,328 397,828

4201 Building Inspection 253,481 253,986 507,467 (26,161) 12,485 (13,676) 12,485 481,306 493,791

4301  Development Services 384,757 2,000 32,032 418,789 (4,877) 10,000 5,123 10,000 413,912 423,912

4401 Building Numbering Extended Service 10,135 1,602 11,737 (420) (420) 11,317 11,317

4501 Unsightly Premises Regulatory Control 90,745 2,991 93,736 (3,236) (3,236) 90,500 90,500

5101 Environmental Services 3,635,410 615,000 516,569 4,766,979 (428,635) 700,000 271,365 700,000 4,338,344 5,038,344

5901 Weeds 62,528 50 8,342 70,920 70,920 70,920

5902 Lake Kathlyn Aquatic Weed Harvesting 8,296 544 150 8,990 8,990 8,990

5903 Glacier Gulch Water Diversion 3,227 180 25 3,432 3,432 3,432

6101 Ft. Fraser Sewer System 66,500 27,591 94,092 (41,136) 16,000 (25,136) 16,000 52,956 68,956

6201 Ft. Fraser Water System 64,054 43,236 107,290 (50,302) 100,000 49,698 100,000 56,988 156,988

6301 Cluculz Lake - Somerset Estates Sewer 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500

6401 Pump & Haul Sewer Disposal 500 500 500 500

6402 Liquid Waste Disposal 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7101 Ft. Fraser Fire Protection 56,100 5,000 61,100 (14,666) 10,800 (3,866) 10,800 46,434 57,234

7102 Southside Rural Fire Protection 43,740 43,740 (166) 18,000 17,834 18,000 43,574 61,574

7103 Topley Rural Fire Protection 71,517 71,517 (166) 23,000 22,834 17,741 23,000 53,610 94,351

7201 Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection 117,500 117,500 117,500 117,500

7202 Ft.St.James Rural Fire Protection 142,794 142,794 (10,000) (10,000) 132,794 132,794

7203 Houston Rural Fire Protection 22,052 22,052 22,052 22,052

7204 Luck Bay Rural fire Protection 51,006 51,006 (7,600) 9,300 1,700 7,095 9,300 36,311 52,706

7205 Smithers Rural Fire Protection 221,018 221,018 (10,000) (10,000) 211,018 211,018

7206 Telkwa Rural Fire Protection 124,277 124,277 124,277 124,277

7207 Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection 42,721 42,721 42,721 42,721

7208 Round Lake Fire Protection 11,715 11,715 (1,500) 600 (900) 1,025 600 9,190 10,815

7301 Cluculz Lake Emergency Response 23,437 23,437 23,437 23,437

7401 Area "A" Emergency Services 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7404 Area "D" Extrication 2,750 3,250 6,000 6,000 6,000

7405 Area "C" Road Rescue Service 14,805 14,805 14,805 14,805

7406 Topley Road Rescue/First Responders 7,010 7,010 (10) 1,000 990 1,000 7,000 8,000

7501 9-1-1 Service 286,974 85,000 57,034 429,008 (633) 70,000 69,367 70,000 428,375 498,375

7600 Emergency Preparedness Planning 453,622 656,013 1,109,635 (2,103) 4,000 1,897 4,000 1,107,532 1,111,532

7701 Burns Lake & Area Victim Services 13,380 2,795 16,175 16,175 16,175

7702 Smithers Victim Services 37,716 37,716 37,716 37,716

8101 Lakes District Airport 91,002 41,498 132,500 (50,000) (50,000) 82,500 82,500

8201 Smithers Para-Transit

8202 FSJ Seniors Helping Seniors Transportation Service 43,000 43,000 43,000 43,000

8203 Regional Public Transit & Para Transit Service 76,378 81,500 29,015 186,893 186,893 186,893

9101 Decker Lake Street Lighting 11,398 350 11,748 11,748 11,748

9102 Endako Street Lighting 3,891 320 4,211 4,211 4,211

9103 Ft. Fraser Street Lighting 8,819 490 9,309 9,309 9,309

9104 Gerow Island Street Lighting 4,883 4,883 4,883 4,883

9106 Colony Point Street Lighting 3,418 3,418 3,418 3,418

9107 Laidlaw Street Lighting 946 946 946 946

10101 Bulkley Valley Regional Pool and Rec. Centre 1,023,440 19,135 1,042,575 (251,372) 120,000 (131,372) 1,200 120,000 790,002.99 911,203

10102 Vanderhoof Pool 330,611 330,611 (15,000) (15,000) 315,611 315,611

10201 Ft.St.James Arena Grant 37,500 37,500 37,500 37,500

10202 Burns Lake Arena 197,500 2,500 200,000 200,000 200,000

10301 Smithers Rural Recreation/Culture 324,077 324,077 324,077 324,077

10302 Vanderhoof Recreaton & Culture 95,985 95,985 95,985 95,985

10303 Lakes District Recreationand Culture 267,404 70,000 337,404 337,404 337,404

10401 Ft Fraser Cemetary Grant 1,960 40 2,000 2,000 2,000

10402 Topley Cemetery Grant 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

10501 Smithers, Telkwa, Houston TV Rebroadcast 59,400 600 60,000 60,000 60,000

10502 Fraser Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 54,303 31,947 86,250 86,250 86,250

10503 Ft. St. James and Area TV Rebroadcasting 164,062 2,800 166,862 166,862 166,862

10504 Burns Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 22,871 9,630 32,500 32,500 32,500

10602 Fraser Lake Rural Library Grant 19,424 60 17,250 36,734 36,734 36,734

10603 Fort St. James Library 17,138 50 17,188 17,188 17,188

10801 Fort Fraser Community Hall 2,454 46 2,500 2,500 2,500

10802 Braeside Community Hall 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
10901 Regional Parks and Trails

Total for all Departments 12,137,127 157,975 1,145,043 3,971,013 17,411,158 (1,120,203) 1,180,685 60,482 907,747 25,000 1,180,685 15,358,208 17,471,640

FUNDING  TRANSFERS From/(To) EXPENDITURES:
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
2020 to 2024 Financial Plan Amendment- Bylaw No. 1903 Schedule "D"  

  2021 Financial Plan:

Prop. Value Parcel Fees and Proceeds of Other Total Reserve Surplus of Equity in Total Debt Pmts. Capital Amortization Other Deficit from Total 
Service Taxes Taxes Charges Borrowing Revenue Funding Funds Prior Yr. TCAs Transfers Int. & P'pal. Expenditures of TCAs Expenses Prior Year Expenditures

1101 Rural Government Services 336,250 1,046,108 1,382,358 (226,658) (226,658) 1,155,700 1,155,700

1200 General Government Services 1,936,457 15,900 306,084 2,258,441 (5,591) 80,000 74,409 7,800 21,000 80,000 2,224,050 2,332,850

1301 Feasibility Studies

1401 Agriculture 136,684 5,000 141,684 141,684 141,684

1501 Local Community of Fort Fraser 6,330 5,000 11,330 11,330 11,330

1701 Chinook Community Forest 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

2300 Stuart-Nechako Economic Development

2400 Area "A" Economic Development 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000

2402 Area "B" Economic Development 62,914 62,914 62,914 62,914

2403 Area "C" Economic Development

2404 Area "D" Economic Development

2405 Area "E" Economic Development 15,000 11,000 26,000 26,000 26,000

2406 Area "F" Economic Development

2407 Area "G" Economic Development

2500 Regional Economic Development 239,181 180,520 419,701 (3,300) (3,300) 416,401 416,401

3101 Member Fiscal Services 872,885 872,885 872,885 872,885

4101 Planning 360,871 13,250 29,188 403,309 6,329 5,500 11,829 11,000 5,500 398,638 415,138

4201 Building Inspection 263,209 253,986 517,195 39,839 12,485 52,324 66,000 12,485 491,034 569,519

4301  Development Services 391,999 2,000 32,032 426,031 10,123 10,000 20,123 15,000 10,000 421,154 446,154

4401 Building Numbering Extended Service 10,329 1,602 11,931 (420) (420) 11,511 11,511

4501 Unsightly Premises Regulatory Control 92,340 2,991 95,331 (3,236) (3,236) 92,095 92,095

5101 Environmental Services 5,393,699 415,000 466,569 6,275,268 (28,635) 700,000 671,365 1,860,000 700,000 4,386,633 6,946,633

5901 Weeds 62,766 50 8,342 71,158 71,158 71,158

5902 Lake Kathlyn Aquatic Weed Harvesting 8,296 544 150 8,990 8,990 8,990

5903 Glacier Gulch Water Diversion 3,227 180 25 3,432 3,432 3,432

6101 Ft. Fraser Sewer System 65,704 28,143 93,847 (41,136) 16,000 (25,136) 16,000 52,711 68,711

6201 Ft. Fraser Water System 62,728 44,100 106,828 (50,302) 100,000 49,698 100,000 56,526 156,526

6301 Cluculz Lake - Somerset Estates Sewer 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500

6401 Pump & Haul Sewer Disposal 500 500 500 500

6402 Liquid Waste Disposal 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7101 Ft. Fraser Fire Protection 56,121 5,000 61,121 (14,666) 10,800 (3,866) 10,800 46,455 57,255

7102 Southside Rural Fire Protection 43,740 43,740 (166) 18,000 17,834 18,000 43,574 61,574

7103 Topley Rural Fire Protection 71,517 71,517 (166) 23,000 22,834 17,741 23,000 53,610 94,351

7201 Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection 112,667 112,667 112,667 112,667

7202 Ft.St.James Rural Fire Protection 144,913 144,913 (10,000) (10,000) 134,913 134,913

7203 Houston Rural Fire Protection 22,302 22,302 22,302 22,302

7204 Luck Bay Rural fire Protection 51,411 51,411 (7,600) 9,300 1,700 7,095 9,300 36,716 53,111

7205 Smithers Rural Fire Protection 225,039 225,039 (10,000) (10,000) 215,039 215,039

7206 Telkwa Rural Fire Protection 130,307 130,307 130,307 130,307

7207 Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection 43,374 43,374 43,374 43,374

7208 Round Lake Fire Protection 12,102 12,102 (1,500) 600 (900) 1,025 600 9,577 11,202

7301 Cluculz Lake Emergency Response 23,437 23,437 23,437 23,437

7401 Area "A" Emergency Services 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7404 Area "D" Extrication 2,750 3,250 6,000 6,000 6,000

7405 Area "C" Road Rescue Service 17,390 17,390 17,390 17,390

7406 Topley Road Rescue/First Responders 7,010 7,010 (10) 1,000 990 1,000 7,000 8,000

7501 9-1-1 Service 307,353 80,000 57,034 444,387 (633) 70,000 69,367 70,000 443,754 513,754

7600 Emergency Preparedness Planning 465,459 656,013 1,121,472 8,897 4,000 12,897 11,000 4,000 1,119,369 1,134,369

7701 Burns Lake & Area Victim Services 13,380 2,795 16,175 16,175 16,175

7702 Smithers Victim Services 38,093 38,093 38,093 38,093

8101 Lakes District Airport 91,002 41,498 132,500 (50,000) (50,000) 82,500 82,500

8201 Smithers Para-Transit 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

8202 FSJ Seniors Helping Seniors Transportation Service 43,000 43,000 43,000 43,000

8203 Regional Public Transit & Para Transit Service 226,275 81,500 29,015 336,790 336,790 336,790

9101 Decker Lake Street Lighting 11,970 350 12,320 12,320 12,320

9102 Endako Street Lighting 4,102 320 4,422 4,422 4,422

9103 Ft. Fraser Street Lighting 9,285 490 9,775 9,775 9,775

9104 Gerow Island Street Lighting 5,127 5,127 5,127 5,127

9106 Colony Point Street Lighting 3,589 3,589 3,589 3,589

9107 Laidlaw Street Lighting 994 994 994 994

10101 Bulkley Valley Regional Pool and Rec. Centre 1,037,436 19,135 1,056,571 (251,372) 120,000 (131,372) 1,200 120,000 803,998.65 925,199

10102 Vanderhoof Pool 330,611 330,611 (15,000) (15,000) 315,611 315,611

10201 Ft.St.James Arena Grant 37,500 37,500 37,500 37,500

10202 Burns Lake Arena 197,500 2,500 200,000 200,000 200,000

10301 Smithers Rural Recreation/Culture 330,559 330,559 330,559 330,559

10302 Vanderhoof Recreaton & Culture 95,985 95,985 95,985 95,985

10303 Lakes District Recreation and Culture 267,404 70,000 337,404 337,404 337,404

10401 Ft Fraser Cemetary Grant 1,960 40 2,000 2,000 2,000

10402 Topley Cemetery Grant 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

10501 Smithers, Telkwa, Houston TV Rebroadcast 59,400 600 60,000 60,000 60,000

10502 Fraser Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 54,303 31,947 86,250 86,250 86,250

10503 Ft. St. James and Area TV Rebroadcasting 164,062 2,800 166,862 166,862 166,862

10504 Burns Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 22,871 9,630 32,500 32,500 32,500

10602 Fraser Lake Rural Library Grant 19,424 60 17,250 36,734 36,734 36,734

10603 Fort St. James Library 17,138 50 17,188 17,188 17,188

10801 Fort Fraser Community Hall 2,454 46 2,500 2,500 2,500

10802 Braeside Community Hall 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
10901 Regional Parks and Trails

Total for all Departments 14,144,871 156,425 941,460 3,921,013 19,163,769 (655,203) 1,180,685 525,482 907,747 1,984,000 1,180,685 15,616,819 19,689,251

FUNDING  TRANSFERS From/(To) EXPENDITURES:
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
2020 to 2024 Financial Plan Amendment- Bylaw No. 1903 Schedule "E"  

  2022 Financial Plan:

Prop. Value Parcel Fees and Proceeds of Other Total Reserve Surplus of Equity in Total Debt Pmts. Capital Amortization Other Deficit from Total 
Service Taxes Taxes Charges Borrowing Revenue Funding Funds Prior Yr. TCAs Transfers Int. & P'pal. Expenditures of TCAs Expenses Prior Year Expenditures

1101 Rural Government Services 337,669 1,046,108 1,383,777 (226,658) (226,658) 1,157,119 1,157,119

1200 General Government Services 1,962,849 15,900 306,084 2,284,833 (5,591) 80,000 74,409 7,800 21,000 80,000 2,250,442 2,359,242

1301 Feasibility Studies

1401 Agriculture 136,684 5,000 141,684 141,684 141,684

1501 Local Community of Fort Fraser 6,330 5,000 11,330 11,330 11,330

1701 Chinook Community Forest 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

2300 Stuart-Nechako Economic Development

2401 Area "A" Economic Development 10,000 10,000 10,000 10,000

2402 Area "B" Economic Development 62,914 62,914 62,914 62,914

2403 Area "C" Economic Development

2404 Area "D" Economic Development

2405 Area "E" Economic Development 15,000 11,000 26,000 26,000 26,000

2406 Area "F" Economic Development

2407 Area "G" Economic Development

2500 Regional Economic Development 239,137 180,520 419,657 (3,300) (3,300) 416,357 416,357

3101 Member Fiscal Services 872,885 872,885 872,885 872,885

4101 Planning 367,308 13,250 29,188 409,746 6,329 5,500 11,829 11,000 5,500 405,075 421,575

4201 Building Inspection 269,092 253,986 523,078 (26,161) 12,485 (13,676) 12,485 496,917 509,402

4301  Development Services 399,385 2,000 32,032 433,417 (4,877) 10,000 5,123 10,000 428,540 438,540

4401 Building Numbering Extended Service 10,527 1,602 12,129 (420) (420) 11,709 11,709

4501 Unsightly Premises Regulatory Control 93,967 2,991 96,958 (3,236) (3,236) 93,722 93,722

5101 Environmental Services 3,983,039 515,000 396,569 4,894,608 (278,635) 700,000 421,365 160,000 700,000 4,455,973 5,315,973

5901 Weeds 63,009 50 8,342 71,401 71,401 71,401

5902 Lake Kathlyn Aquatic Weed Harvesting 8,296 544 150 8,990 8,990 8,990

5903 Glacier Gulch Water Diversion 3,227 180 25 3,432 3,432 3,432

6101 Ft. Fraser Sewer System 66,859 28,706 95,565 (41,136) 16,000 (25,136) 16,000 54,429 70,429

6201 Ft. Fraser Water System 63,360 44,982 108,343 (50,302) 100,000 49,698 100,000 58,041 158,041

6301 Cluculz Lake - Somerset Estates Sewer 4,500 4,500 4,500 4,500

6401 Pump & Haul Sewer Disposal 500 500 500 500

6402 Liquid Waste Disposal 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7101 Ft. Fraser Fire Protection 56,141 5,000 61,141 (14,666) 10,800 (3,866) 10,800 46,475 57,275

7102 Southside Rural Fire Protection 43,740 43,740 (166) 18,000 17,834 18,000 43,574 61,574

7103 Topley Rural Fire Protection 71,517 71,517 (166) 23,000 22,834 17,741 23,000 53,610 94,351

7201 Burns Lake Rural Fire Protection 105,454 105,454 105,454 105,454

7202 Ft.St.James Rural Fire Protection 147,074 147,074 (10,000) (10,000) 137,074 137,074

7203 Houston Rural Fire Protection 24,750 24,750 24,750 24,750

7204 Luck Bay Rural fire Protection 51,826 51,826 (7,600) 9,300 1,700 7,095 9,300 37,131 53,526

7205 Smithers Rural Fire Protection 229,139 229,139 (10,000) (10,000) 219,139 219,139

7206 Telkwa Rural Fire Protection 132,015 132,015 132,015 132,015

7207 Vanderhoof Rural Fire Protection 41,000 41,000 41,000 41,000

7208 Round Lake Fire Protection 12,211 12,211 (1,500) 600 (900) 1,025 600 9,686 11,311

7301 Cluculz Lake Emergency Response 23,437 23,437 23,437 23,437

7401 Area "A" Emergency Services 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

7404 Area "D" Extrication 2,750 3,250 6,000 6,000 6,000

7405 Area "C" Road Rescue Service 17,390 17,390 17,390 17,390

7406 Topley Road Rescue/First Responders 7,010 7,010 (10) 1,000 990 1,000 7,000 8,000

7501 9-1-1 Service 329,348 75,000 57,034 461,382 (633) 70,000 69,367 70,000 460,749 530,749

7600 Emergency Preparedness Planning 484,008 656,013 1,140,021 8,897 4,000 12,897 11,000 4,000 1,137,918 1,152,918

7701 Burns Lake & Area Victim Services 13,380 2,795 16,175 16,175 16,175

7702 Smithers Victim Services 38,474 38,474 38,474 38,474

8101 Lakes District Airport 91,002 41,498 132,500 (50,000) (50,000) 82,500 82,500

8201 Smithers Para-Transit 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000

8202 FSJ Seniors Helping Seniors Transportation Service 43,000 43,000 43,000 43,000

8203 Regional Public Transit & Para Transit Service 278,542 81,500 29,015 389,057 389,057 389,057

9101 Decker Lake Street Lighting 12,571 350 12,921 12,921 12,921

9102 Endako Street Lighting 4,323 320 4,643 4,643 4,643

9103 Ft. Fraser Street Lighting 9,774 490 10,264 10,264 10,264

9104 Gerow Island Street Lighting 5,383 5,383 5,383 5,383

9106 Colony Point Street Lighting 3,768 3,768 3,768 3,768

9107 Laidlaw Street Lighting 1,044 1,044 1,044 1,044

10101 Bulkley Valley Regional Pool and Rec. Centre 1,051,711 19,135 1,070,846 (251,372) 120,000 (131,372) 1,200 120,000 818,274.22 939,474

10102 Vanderhoof Pool 330,611 330,611 (15,000) (15,000) 315,611 315,611

10201 Ft.St.James Arena Grant 37,500 37,500 37,500 37,500

10202 Burns Lake Arena 197,500 2,500 200,000 200,000 200,000

10301 Smithers Rural Recreation/Culture 337,170 337,170 337,170 337,170

10302 Vanderhoof Recreaton & Culture 95,985 95,985 95,985 95,985

10303 Lakes District Recreation and Culture 267,404 70,000 337,404 337,404 337,404

10401 Ft Fraser Cemetary Grant 1,960 40 2,000 2,000 2,000

10402 Topley Cemetery Grant 1,500 1,500 1,500 1,500

10501 Smithers, Telkwa, Houston TV Rebroadcast 59,400 600 60,000 60,000 60,000

10502 Fraser Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 54,303 31,947 86,250 86,250 86,250

10503 Ft. St. James and Area TV Rebroadcasting 164,062 2,800 166,862 166,862 166,862

10504 Burns Lake and Area TV Rebroadcasting 22,871 9,630 32,500 32,500 32,500

10602 Fraser Lake Rural Library Grant 19,424 60 17,250 36,734 36,734 36,734

10603 Fort St. James Library 17,138 50 17,188 17,188 17,188

10801 Fort Fraser Community Hall 2,454 46 2,500 2,500 2,500
10802 Braeside Community Hall 5,000 5,000 5,000 5,000
10901 Regional Parks and Trails

Total for all Departments 12,900,404 158,813 1,037,905 3,851,013 17,948,135 (986,203) 1,180,685 194,482 907,747 203,000 1,180,685 15,851,185 18,142,617

FUNDING  TRANSFERS From/(To) EXPENDITURES:

2/12/2020 Page 7
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 

STAFF REPORT 

        Chief Administrative Officer   

TO:  Board 
FROM: Protective Services 
DATE:  February 20, 2020 
SUBJECT: Southside Fire Department application to Nechako-Kitamaat Development 

Fund  
RECOMMENDATION 
1. That the Board supports an application to Nechako-Kitamaat Development Fund on 

behalf of the Southside Fire Department for funding to replace their aging water 
tender. 

2. That the Board authorize the Chair and CAO to enter into a contract with the 
Nechako-Kitamaat Development Fund Society should the funding be approved and 
provide overall grant management for the project. 

3. That the Board confirm that $100,000 from Electoral Area ‘E’ through the Northern 
Capital and Planning Grant will be contributed to this project.  

VOTING: All /DIRECTORS/MAJORITY  
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
In 2019 Area E Director Clint Lambert conducted a site visit to the Southside Fire Hall. 
He confirmed that the water tender currently in service is past it’s lifespan and should be 
slated for replacement.  
An application to the Nechako-Kitamaat Development Fund (NKDF) for $99,143 will 
support the purchase of the equipment. A resolution from the RDBN Board is required 
to submit the application.   
 
Written by, 
 
 
___________________    ___________________ 
Jason Blackwell     Deborah Jones-Middleton 
Regional Fire Chief     Director of Protective Services   
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Southside Fire Department application to Nechako-Kitamaat Development Fund  
February 20, 2020  
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Background 
The Southside Fire Department has an engine that is no longer repairable and a tender 
that is 25 years old, both are past their lifespan and require replacement.   
The Cheslatta Carrier Nation on the southside of François Lake is applying for funding 
through Indigenous Services Canada to fund a new engine on behalf of Cheslatta 
Carrier Nation, Skin Tyee First Nation, and the Nee Tahi Buhn Band. 
Director Lambert confirmed $100,000 from the Northern Capital and Planning Grant to 
be used towards the replacement of a new water tender. 
Discussion 
The purpose of this project is to seek funding to purchase a new water tender for the 
Southside Fire Department. A newer water tender will; 
 improve response times to emergency incidents; 
 increase reliability of responding apparatus; 
 decrease current repair and maintenance costs; and  
 provide a reliable water supply to any structure, vehicle, or wildland fire within 

Southside Fire Protection Area.  
Staff are preparing an application for the 2020 NKDF intake to request an additional 
$99,143.00 to fund the purchase. The Southside Fire Department also has $117,000 in 
capital reserves that can be used if needed. If the funds from NKDF are approved the 
Southside Fire Department will have the following to use towards the purchase of a 
water tender. 
Funding Source Amount  
Northern Capital & Planning Grant $100,000 
NKDF 99,143 
Bulkley Valley Credit Union 10,000 
Total Funding Available $209,143 

Estimated Cost of Used Tender $209,143 
 

Conclusion 
Staff recommends the Board support the application to NKDF to support the purchase 
of a water tender for the Southside Fire Department. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 

STAFF REPORT 

 

TO:  Board of Directors 
FROM: Protective Services 
DATE: February 20, 2020 
SUBJECT: UBCM Emergency Operations Centre Funding Application  

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
THAT the Board supports the application to UBCM’s Community Emergency 
Preparedness Fund - Emergency Operation Centres and Training stream - for $25,000 
to support the Emergency Operation Centre function in the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako, and 
 
THAT Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako provide overall grant 
management. 
 
VOTING: All /DIRECTORS/MAJORITY  
 

 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
The Community Emergency Preparedness Fund (CEPF) is a suite of funding programs 
intended to enhance the resiliency of local governments, First Nations and communities 
in responding to emergencies.  Funding is provided by the Province of BC and is 
administered by Union of BC Municipalities (UBCM). 
The Emergency Operations Centres and training funding stream can contribute a 
maximum of 100% of the cost of eligible activities to a maximum of $25,000. 
 
 
Written by, 
 
__________________     __________________ 

Haley Jeffrey       Deborah Jones-Middleton 
Emergency Services Manager Director of Protective Services 
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UBCM Emergency Operations Centre Funding Application 
February 20, 2020 
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Discussion 

The application deadline for UBCM’s Community Emergency Preparedness Fund’s 
Emergency Operations Centre (EOC) intake is March 13, 2020.  Up to $25,000 is 
available per local government to build local capacity through the purchase of 
equipment and supplies required to maintain or improve Emergency Operations Centres 
and to enhance EOC capacity through training and exercises. The grant application 
requires a Board resolution indicating support for the activities proposed and a 
willingness to provide overall grant management.        
Eligible activities must be cost-effective and may include: 
 purchase of equipment and supplies to maintain or improve EOCs (e.g.    

information technology, communication systems, generator, trailers); 
 training and exercises to increase EOC capacity; and 
 establishing public emergency communications systems or programs. 
The Protective Services Department recommends that the RDBN apply for the grant for 
projects that will increase efficiency and capacity to respond to emergencies or 
disasters within the Region.  These projects relate to our current responsibilities as 
designated by the Emergency Program Act in the provision of staff EOC training, EOC 
equipment, and a functional Emergency Operations Centre exercise. The 
recommended projects include the following:  
 computers and supplies; 
 information display screens;  
 projector and supplies; and 
 training and exercises. 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Memo 

TO: Chair and Board of Directors  

FROM: Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator 

DATE:   February 20, 2020 

SUBJECT: Grant in Aid Update – Month of January 2020 

RECOMMENDATION (all/directors/majority) 

Receive. 

Background: 

The following Grant in Aid requests of $2,500 or less were approved by Electoral 
Area Directors between January 1 -31, 2020. 

Community Group Project Amount 
Area ‘A’ (Smithers Rural) 

Seymour Lake Conservation Society Dog Waste Receptacles $1,482.98 
Miscellaneous Regional Service Meeting $150.00 
Bulkley Valley Christian Seniors Society AED Installation Projects $2,191.07 

Area ‘B’ (Burns Lake Rural) 
Omineca Ski Club Biathlon BC Cup #3 $750 

Area ‘C’ (Fort St; James Rural) 
Fort St. James Secondary School Grade 12 Scholarship $1,000 

Area ‘D’ (Fraser Lake Rural) 

Area ‘E’ (Francois/Ootsa Rural) 
Omineca Ski Club Biathlon BC Cup #3 $750 

Area ‘F’ (Vanderhoof Rural) 

Area ‘G’ (Houston Rural) 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Memo 

TO: 

FROM: 

DATE:   

Chair and Board of Directors  

Shari Janzen, Economic Development Assistant

February 20, 2020 

SUBJECT: 2019 Connecting Consumers and Producers Project Report 

RECOMMENDATION (all/directors/majority) 

Receive. 

Background: 

Please find attached the 2019 Final Report for the Connecting Consumers and 
Producers Project. 

A copy of the RDBN's 2019 agriculture brochure "Connecting Consumers and 
Producers - A Guide for Eating Local" will be made available upon request at the 
meeting.
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Connecting Consumers and Producers 

2019 Final Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Regional Economic Development Department 

37 3rd Ave, PO Box 820, Burns Lake, BC V0J 1E0 

250-692-3195  
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Introduction 
 
Agriculture continues to play an important role in the region’s economy. Due to increased globalization 

of the agriculture industry and increased health regulations, the agriculture sector has been identified 

by the RDBN as an area of focus.  The 2012 RDBN Agriculture Plan addressed the need to create a 

marketing campaign for locally produced food. Section 3.5.1 of the RDBN Agriculture Plan states: 

“The RDBN should undertake a long-term low level marketing campaign to maintain public awareness of 

the benefits of purchasing local food products.  This may include the development of information posters 

and brochures, the purchase of local food products for events, and the inclusion of reminders notes in 

newsletters and other promotional materials” 

The Connecting Consumers & Producers project was developed to address this direct action.  This 

marketing project supports local agriculture by connecting consumers with producers in the eight 

municipalities and seven rural areas within the RDBN. 

In the first year of the project (2014), three activities were completed; purchase of agriculture resources 

for libraries, sponsorship of community events, and development of an agriculture brochure.  Since 

then, the project has seen the completion of community event sponsorships and updates and reprinting 

of the agriculture brochure.  
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Project Logic Model 

Project Inputs 
Human and physical resources 

Project Activities 
The things you “do” with your inputs – the actions 

Project Outputs 
Product or service stemming from a 

completed group of activities 

OUTCOMES 

Short-term  
Results emerging from the 

outputs that often represent a 
change in knowledge or skill 

Medium-term  
Results emerging from immediate 
outcomes that usually represent a 

change in behavior or practice 

Long-term  
Results emerging from the 

intermediate outcomes that the 
project is working towards 

Agriculture 

• Regional Economic 
Development Action 
Plan (2014) 

• Regional Economic 
Development Staff 

• RDBN Agriculture 
Plan (2012) 

• Funding Sources 

• Agriculture resource 
and producer lists 

• Beyond the Market 
Project 

• Nechako Valley Food 
Network 

• Smithers Farmers’ 
Institute  

• Agriculture producers 

• RDBN Residents 

• Connecting 
Consumers & 
Producers 
Community Event 
Partners 

• Regional Image Bank 

• Economic Developers 

• Web Master 

• Facebook 

Beyond the Market Advisory Committee 

• Increased consumer 
awareness about local 
producers in region 

• Increased consumer 
knowledge about eating 
locally produced food 
year round 

• Increased short-term 
producer sales 

• Promotion of region’s 
producers 

• Promotion of 
community events 

• Increased attendance 
by RDBN Board of 
Directors 

• Increase engagement 
with online community 

• Increase marketing of 
producers businesses 
on social media 

• Increased knowledge about 
the benefits of eating locally 
produced food 

• Increased number of 
consumers purchasing 
locally produced food 

• Increased short-term and 
long-term producer sales 

• Increased number of 
producers listed in regional 
directories 

• Increased and strengthened 
relationships with 
stakeholders 

• Increased resident 
awareness in RDBN’s 
commitment to the 
agriculture industry 

• Increased social media 
presence 

• To have producers 
who know how to 
grow and promote 
their products 

• To create a culture of 
people who value 
locally produced food 

• Increased agriculture 
revenue 

• The agriculture sector 
is supported to grow 
and prosper in the 
RDBN 

• Increased number of 
producers 

• Increased agriculture 
production 

• To have an engaged 
social media network  

• Participate on conference calls 

• Provide $5,000 sponsorship 
*Beyond the Market did not provide services in 2017. The 
RDBN Board Provided $5,000 to hire an Agriculture 
Coordinator 

• Input on the Beyond the 
Market project 

Connecting Consumers and Producers Events 

• Create application process for community events 

• Evaluate and approve applications 

• Establish partnerships 

• Assist partners with development of event 

• Promote events 

• Prepare and distribute event kits 

• Connecting Consumers & Producers Community Events 
take place 

• Receive and evaluate final report 

• Provide funding for community events 

• Project reporting and distribution 

• Invite RDBN Board of Directors to community events in 
their area 

• Community event guide 
and application package 

• Connecting Consumers & 
Producers community 
event partnerships (8) 

• Event kits (750) 

• Attendees at Connecting 
Consumers & Producers  

• Community events (750) 

• Invitations to RDBN Board 
of Directors 

Connecting Consumers and Producers Brochure 

• Collaborate with project partners including: 
o Nechako Valley Food Network 
o Beyond the Market 
o Smithers Farmers Institute 

• Research agriculture content for brochure 

• Review Regional Image Bank for brochure images 

• Design agriculture brochure 

• Brochure content reviewed by agricultural community 

• Print brochures 

• Distribute brochures at community events 

• Display brochure on website 

• Survey producers to measure impact 

• Agriculture brochure 
(1000) 

• Number of producers 
listed in directory (100) 

Facebook 

• Create Facebook page to promote program 

• Promote Facebook page on Community Facebook 
pages 

• Likes on page (200) 

• Post three times weekly 

• Share other pages posts 
on page 
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Connecting Consumers & Producers Agriculture Brochure 
 

This project activity involved research, updates, printing, and distribution of the Agriculture Brochure 

designed by the Regional Economic Development Department in 2014. The intent of the brochure is to 

provide a resource for consumers that encourages preservation of food as a means to eat local all year 

round and provide a directory of local producers inclusive of all communities in the RDBN.   

In 2019, RDBN staff did research for the brochure 

in-house, and Debbie Evans, Agriculture 

Coordinator, designed the brochure. The 

brochure was distributed at Connecting 

Consumers and Producers Community Events 

and Farmers Markets throughout the region.  

The brochure is also available on the project 

website. Feedback from community groups on 

the design and relevance of information in the 

brochure was very positive.   

Introduced in the 2017 brochure was the 

participation of Producers from the Hazelton 

area, as requested by the Regional District of 

Kitimat-Stikine. This collaboration with the RDBN 

continued for production of the 2019 Brochure. 

 
 

 

 

Contact is made with each producer listed in the 

directory during the design phase of the brochure to 

ensure accuracy.  In 2019 producers were contacted 

by phone in May with follow-up emails.  Producer 

lists were reviewed for omissions.  Any producers not 

listed were asked to contact the Regional Economic 

Development Department or Agriculture Coordinator 

if they wished to be listed in the directory. 

Interest in listing in the directory has increase among 

producers in the region with the continued 

engagement created through the Regional District of 

Bulkley-Nechako’s Agriculture Coordinator position.   

“Our organization felt the event was well organized with great participation from both producers and 

consumers. Everyone enjoyed the meal, meeting the producers and the entertainment.” 

 – Donna Lambert, Southside Senior’s Housing Society 
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Connecting Consumers & Producers Community Events 
 

This project activity involves a funding application process for community groups to host events that 

facilitated connecting consumers with local producers.  This activity identifies sponsorship monies in 15 

areas in the region (eight municipalities and seven electoral areas).  In 2019 a total of nine applications 

were received from potential host partners for nine different events (eight events were approved) and 

events included partnerships between 18 additional organizations. The events included workshops on 

preserving local products, a volunteer appreciation BBQ, and Agriculture Awareness Day.   

In addition to grant funded events, the Economic Development staff attended Farmers’ Markets across 

the region, handing out brochures and promo products, and having community members complete the 

Consumer Agriculture Survey to enter to win a bag of locally produced items purchased right at the 

market. Economic Development staff also participated in the Bulkley Valley Exhibition parade where 

brochures and promo items were handed out to spectators.  

The community events provide opportunity for 

“face-to-face” exposure with producers and as 

a long-term outcome they will increase 

producer’s long-term sales.  Short-term sales 

were increased through the products 

purchased to host the events.  There was an 

increase in community spirit for those 

participating in the Connecting Producers & 

Consumers Community Events. By providing 

opportunities for producers and consumers to 

meet, the project supported the long-term 

viability of the local agriculture industry.  

Promotional items for events were purchased from two local producers; Sweet Nechako Honey 

provided honey samples and Bulkley Valley Hive & Honey provided soap samples.  Spin-offs from this 

project will support the food producers and will encourage others to sell their locally produced products. 

 

 

 

Community events exposed producers to a large number of consumers.1  Consumer demand for local 

food products is on the rise, however, many consumers do not know where to purchase locally 

produced goods.  This project was designed to make initial contacts to be followed by continued 

consumer purchases. 

The Agriculture Coordinator will continue to be a valuable resource for promoting the Community Event 

Funding, and an increase in Community Events is expected for 2020. 

 
1 Attachment: Community Events 

“The Night Market is such a great community experience, it’s like a party for the whole town. I loved 

having the opportunity to share information about my honey bees with the town. It is great exposure 

for my bee keeping business” 

               - Kristen Nutbrown, local producer 
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Connecting Consumers & Producers Social Media 

 

A Facebook Page was added to the project in 2016.  The short-term goal of the page was to engage with 

an online community.  The page currently has 241 likes2, and engagement with posts continues to 

improve. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Posts were focused on connecting consumers with producers in the region. They included posts about 

the following: 

• Agricultural event information 

• Interesting facts about agriculture in the region 

• Promotion of local producers 

• Farmers’ Market information 

• Tips on preserving locally produced food 

All the Farmers’ Markets in the 

region use Facebook and posts 

were shared on the Connecting 

Consumers and Producers page.  

Agricultural events and workshops 

shared from other Facebook pages 

received the most engagement. 

Through the winter months, the 

Connecting Consumers and 

Producers page continue to share 

posts of interest and promote our 

local producers. 

  

 
2  Attachment: Statistics 
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Results of the Connecting Consumers and Producers Project 
 

The Connecting Consumers and Producers project has been an initiative of the Regional Economic 

Development Department for six years.  The project has promoted the region’s producers and increased 

awareness of locally produced food. 

The number of producers involved in community events increased this year from 30 in 2018 to 61 in 

2019.  

We were excited with the increase in 

engagement with local producers in 2019 

with the ongoing participation of the 

Agriculture Coordinator.  It is highly 

beneficial to have the additional contact and 

relationship that the Agriculture Coordinator 

position fosters, which has resulted in 

engagement with all aspects of the 

Connecting Consumers and Producers 

Program, including Brochure listings, 

Community Event participation, and overall 

increased sales in the industry. 

By assisting marketing of small-scale 

agriculture in the region through the Agriculture Brochure, the project increased consumer knowledge 

about eating locally produced food year-round.  The six-year total for Agriculture Brochures distribution 

is 8,290.3  

There were positive supports and feedback for the Connecting Consumers and Producers project in 

2019.  Community groups hosting events continue to be appreciative and feel the project makes a 

positive impact on increasing consumer’s awareness of purchasing locally produced food. The Facebook 

page continues to create a following on social media that will further engage producers and make 

connections with consumers. 

The RDBN’s commitment to the agriculture sector is evident through the success of the Connecting 

Consumers & Producers Project.  Continued support of the agriculture industry will increase public 

awareness of the benefits of purchasing locally produced food. 

 

 
3 Attachment: Statistics 

“I had the great fortune to attend the event and help organize and provide food for the event. It is a 

great circle to see people learning how to preserve food and enjoying the look and quality of the 

foods we have provided. It’s a great feeling.” 

- Michelle Roberge, Bioscape Farm 

 

 

 

 

315



9 | P a g e  

Attachments 
 

Connecting Consumers and Producers Community Events         

Name of Event Partners Area Description Attendees 
$ to 

Producers 
Connecting Local Producers and 
Consumers Event & Fall Supper 

Southside Senior’s Housing Society 
 

Electoral Area E • Dinner with locally sourced products  

• Producer display tables 

• Live music 

• Door prizes 

100 $409.00 

Licensed to Grill BBQ @ The Burns 
Lake Community Market 

Burns Lake and District Chamber of Commerce 
LD Express 
Kal Tire 
Save-on-Foods 

Burns Lake 
 

• Hourly door prizes 

• Free drinks and locally produced hot dogs and 
hamburgers 

• Gave away market coupons  

• Info booth with draw entry, brochures, promo items, and 
survey forms 

• Face-in-the-Hole 

500 $313.50 

6th Annual Night Market The District of Fort St James 
Fort St James Farmers’ Market 
Pope Mountain Arts 
Fort St James Chamber of Commerce 

Fort St James 
 

• Live music, a clown, a magician, and a dancer 

• Tours of the Healthy Minds Community Garden 

• Fair Games 

• Live music 

• Door prizes  

400 $30.00 

Farmer and Volunteer 
Appreciation BBQ 

Smithers Community Radio Society 
 

Smithers • Catered with locally sourced products 

• Live music 

• Local artisanal tea maker 

• Recorded podcast during event 

50 $624.96 

Children’s Festival Lakes District Fair Association  
The Link 
Lakes Literacy 

Electoral Area B • Fresh is Best info table 

• Games (Lego and Pea Pod Races)  

• Local vegetable and meat samples 

• Live entertainment 

750 $525.00 

Food Preservation Workshop Nechako Health Community Alliance 
Nechako Valley Food Network 
 

Vanderhoof 
 

• Certified instructors 

• Canning of local produce 

• Dehydration of local meats and produce 

• Participants went home with canned goods and books 

10 $142.14 

Ag Awareness Days Pleasant Valley Cattlemen’s Association  Houston • Educational booths and displays 

• Drone demonstrations 

• Wagon Rides 

• Free BBQ 

650 $600.00 

    2,460 $2,644.60 

*Host partner in Italics
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Statistics 

Agriculture Brochure 
Short-term outcomes: Agriculture brochure created and distributed 

Increase in consumer awareness about local producers in region 

Increase in consumer knowledge about eating locally produced food year round 

Year Distribution Producers Listed 

2014 920 70 

2015 950 82 

2016 920 80 

2017 1500 77 

2018 2000 76 

2019 2000 90 

 

Directory Listings 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 

Electoral Area 'A' Smithers Rural 38 37 32 28 24 32 

Electoral Area 'B' Burns Lake Rural 4 4 5 6 7 9 

Electoral Area 'C' Fort St. James Rural 2 3 3 2 2 2 

Electoral Area 'D' Fraser Lake Rural 7 6 6 4 3 5 

Electoral Area 'E' Francois/Ootsa Lake Rural 3 6 8 5 5 6 

Electoral Area 'F' Vanderhoof Rural 15 24 23 21 21 20 

Electoral Area 'G' Houston Rural 1 2 3 2 5 5 

Hazelton and Area *new in 2017 n/a n/a n/a 9 9 11 

Total Producers 70 82 80 77 76 90 

 

Community Events 
Short-term outcomes: Increase in short-term producer sales 

Promotion of regions producers 

Increase in resident awareness of RDBN 

Year Local Food Purchased Attendance 
Participating 

Producers  

2014 $6,486 1,694 not available 

2015 $7,393 20,182 60 

2016 $6,565 24,276 62 

2017 $1,385 1,299 63 

2018 $932 1,068 30 

2019 $2,644 2,460 61 

 

Facebook 

Year Likes Total Reach Total Impressions 

2016 114 8,476 23,293 

2017 144 16,699 26,616 

2018 220 19,555 31,857 

2019 241 27,919 33,165 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
  
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    John Illes, Chief Financial Officer   
Date: February 20, 2020 
Re:   Investment Summary  
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
“That the Board receive the investment report for savings held outside the general 
operating account for the year ending December 31, 2019 
 
Discussion: 
 
The current investment policy requires the Board to review and receive the investments 
held by the Regional District once year.  The investments for January 2020 are as 
follows: 
 
GIC Issuer    Purchase Value Interest Date of Purchase 
     (No Accrued Interest) 
Credential Securities (BVCU)  
Coast Capital Savings  $1,540,521.10  2.40%  Sept 21, 2019 
 
Raymond James   
Alterna Savings   $1,000,000.00  2.45%  Oct 16, 2019 
Alterna Savings   $1,011,545.21  2.55%  Nov 4, 2019 
Coast Capital Savings  $2,094,663.51  2.54%  Aug 31, 2019 
 
Canaccord Genuity 
Coast Capital Savings  $1,046,609.90  2.60%  July 30, 2019 
West Coast Savings   $1,031,565.70  2.60%  Dec 21, 2019 
 
GIC Subtotal    $7,724,905.42 
 
MFA High Interest Savings Accounts as of December 31, 2020 (No accrued Interest) 
 
CIBC     $4,040,000.63  2.46% 
NBA     $4,298,812.20  2.32% 
 
High Interest Subtotal   $7,655,721.41 
 
Total Investments   $15,380,626.83 
 
The total estimated accrued interest is $66,133. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 

 
 
To:  Chair and Board of Directors  
 

From:  Janette Derksen, Deputy Director of Environmental Services 
 

Date:  February 20, 2020 
 

Subject: Berman Lake Regional Transfer Station Cost Sharing Agreement – Renewal  
  
  

RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the Board enter into a three-year cost sharing agreement (beginning January 1, 2020 and 
expiring December 31, 2022) with the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George for operation of 
the Berman Lake Regional Transfer Station for an annual cost of $32,281.20.  
 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
In the mid-1990s the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) ceased operating a solid 
waste transfer station in the Cluculz Lake area.  Closure of the facility resulted in the affected 
population utilizing the Regional District of Fraser-Fort George (RDFFG) operated landfill at 
Berman Lake.  However, in 2000 the landfill facility at Berman Lake was closed and replaced 
with a transfer station.   
        

In 2003, the RDBN entered into a three-year cost sharing agreement with the RDFFG, which 
would allow residents in the Cluculz Lake area to utilize the Berman Lake Transfer Station.  At 
the time, data indicated that two thirds of the residents in the Berman Lake Transfer Station 
service area were residents of the RDBN and, as such, the RDBN agreed to pay two-thirds 
(rounded to 66%) of the operating costs.   
     

The cost sharing agreement was then renewed a number of times with the latest agreement 
expiring December 31, 2019.  The annual cost for the last three years has been $30,744.00 with 
a 4% increase the latter half of 2018 due to increasing costs of operations and trucking.   
   

The Regional District of Fraser-Fort George has requested a renewal of the cost sharing 
agreement for another three-year term (January 1, 2020 to December 31, 2022) with a 5% 
increase in the annual contract value, which would increase the annual cost to $32,281.20. 
   

RDBN staff have concluded that a 5% increase in annual contract value is a reasonable request 
and as such recommend moving forward with a renewal of the contract for an additional three-
year term.  
 
 

ATTACHMENTS 
1. Letter from Regional District of Fraser-Fort George 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

 
MEMORANDUM 

 
 
 
To:  Chair and Board of Directors  
 
From:  Janette Derksen, Deputy Director of Environmental Services  
 
Date:  February 20, 2020           
 
Subject: Northwest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC) Funding for 2020 & Field Scabious  
  Plan 
  
  
   RECOMMENDATION: 
 

1. That the Board approve the annual $44,500 of funding to the Northwest Invasive Plant 
Council (NWIPC) for invasive plant management in the region for 2020. 
 

2. And further that, the Board of Directors approve an additional $12,000 in 2020 and 
$10,000 in 2021 and 2022 to initiate the Field Scabious Plan for the Bulkley, Lakes and 
Nechako Invasive Plant Management Areas (IPMA). 

 
 
  BACKGROUND INFORMATION: 
 
In 2019, the annual funding amount that was committed to the Northwest Invasive Plant Council 
(NWIPC) by the RDBN was $44,500.   
 
To make management of invasive plant control more efficient, the NWIPC divides the RDBN into 
three invasive plant management areas (IPMAs): Nechako IPMA (Areas C, D and F), Lakes 
District IPMA (Areas B & E) and the Bulkley IPMA (Areas A & G). The funding was distributed 
equally among the three IPMAs and the distribution of funds was to be 85% for on-the-ground 
work and a maximum of 15% for administration.  In addition, $3,000 was designated for the 
Landowner Rebate Fund and $500 was contributed towards a pooled NWIPC Education & 
Awareness Fund. 
 
In 2019 the NWIPC invoiced the RDBN $41,065.85 for the work that was conducted on the 
ground for all 3 IPMA zones. Again in 2019, the Homeowners Rebate was not well utilized with 
only $419.18 of the $3,000 paid out for this program.  $500 was put towards signage at Seymour 
Lake near Smithers in 2019.The signage was to advise the public about an invasive aquatic 
weed, Yellow Floating Heart, that is causing havoc on the lake. The Lake Seymour presentation 
was given to the Board in the spring of 2019.  
 
The table below shows the funding commitments that the RDBN has made to the NWIPC in the 
past number of years.  
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NWIPC 2020 Funding Contributions            Page 2 of 2 
February 20, 2020 
 

  2010/2011  2012/2013  2014/2015  2016       2017-2019 

RDBN committed  
contributions 
(NWIPC) 

$ 30,000  $ 37,000  $ 43,000  $ 43,500    $44,500 

 
Regional Field Scabious Plan 
 
In 2013-14, RDBN staff worked with the NWIPC to develop the Buck Flats 2014 Special Project 
that outlined a plan to work with the Field Scabious in that area, established a containment area. 
The challenge with this containment area is that a creek runs through the area, as well as 
property owner buy in. Since then, the NWIPC has been maintaining the infestation around the 
Buck Flats area with chemical treatments along MOTI’s right-of-ways and mechanical treatment 
(hand pulling) along the riparian areas. The NWIPC has not been able to gain any ground in this 
containment area with the funding allocated for this specific IPMA due to the challenges the area 
presents. This same containment strategy was also applied to a Field Scabious infestation found 
in the Fort Fraser area around the same time, but without the challenges that Buck Flats has, so 
in 2017 the Fort Fraser containment area was lifted, proving success of the strategy used.  
 
The NWIPC has put together a plan for the regions Field Scabious issue. This plan includes the 
Buck Flats containment area and another similar area in the Nechako IPMA around Stoney 
Creek. The plan proposes that with additional funding for 3 years the NWIPC could provide 
outreach materials and on the ground work on these infestations that they could potentially lift the 
containment area. If the plan is successful, the years following this special project would see only 
the need for monitoring and spot treatment with the funding allocated to the IPMAs. Please see 
the attached document from the NWIPC for details on the plan. NWIPC would conduct the project 
and work with the property owners. The RDBN would support the project with funding as well as 
promote the project through regional newsletter inserts and assistance with public inquiry. 
 
The following chart outlines a 3-year proposed budget for this Regional Field Scabious Special 
Project. 

 2020 2021 2022 

RDBN contribution    

Signage/installation  $              2,000.00      

On-ground work  $           10,000.00   $           10,000.00   $           10,000.00  
 
Summary 
 
The RDBN contributions towards the NWIPC will remain the same for 2020 at $44,500 for all the 
groundwork, Education and Awareness as well as the Homeowners Rebate. Staff has requested 
that the NWIPC staff re-structure and promote the Homeowners Rebate program to make it more 
usable for property owners.  In addition to the existing contributions, staff recommends that the 
Board consider approving the increase to the budget be put in place for the 3-year Regional Field 
Scabious Plan at $12,000 for 2020 reducing to $10,000 for 2021-22. 
 
Attachments: 

1. NWIPC RDBN Field Scabious Proposal 2020 

2. NWIPC RDBN Report 2019 
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Regional District Bulkley Nechako 
Proposal for a Regional Field Scabious Plan 

Prepared on behalf of the Northwest Invasive Plant Council 
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Introduction 

The Northwest Invasive Plant Council (NWIPC) submits this proposal for review by the Regional 
District Bulkley Nechako. The proposal describes the issues faced and proposed plans to 
address the non-native invasive plant Field scabious (Knautia arventia). 

Field scabious is a tap-rooted perennial herb, originating in Eurasia and Africa, that can produce 
2000 seeds per plant with seed viably banked in the soil for many years. This plant likes to 
establish in hay meadows, cultivated fields, road rights-of-way, and unmaintained, disturbed 
areas.1 Northwest British Columbia and the RDBN is highly susceptible to incursion of this 
species.  

Field scabious is considered a species under containment by the Northwest Invasive Plant 
Council (NWIPC). Species under containment are species that have heavily infested a specific 
area and eradication is no longer possible with current resources. The priority is to prevent the 
spread of the species beyond the area under containment. Outside the containment area all 
occurrences of the species need to be managed. This includes enhanced awareness work, 
inventory, treatment, and monitoring. Management objectives for sites inside the containment 
area could include rehabilitation or specific inventory and control projects in areas deemed to 
be critical from an economic or conservation perspective.  

The NWIPC has 8 different Invasive Plant Management Areas (IPMA) spread along the Highway 
16 corridor. The Regional District Bulkley Nechako electoral areas are split into 3 IPMAs; 
Nechako, Lakes District, and the Bulkley. There are field scabious sites in all 3 IPMAs, but the 
main infestations are found in the Nechako and Bulkley IPMAs. 

Field Scabious Containment Areas within RDBN 

Refer to the Appendix for Google Earth images showing the extent of the containment areas for 
the Buck Flats and Stoney Creek areas. 

Buck Flats 

The Buck Creek, Buck Flats, area south of Houston, in the Bulkley IPMA, presents some 
interesting challenges to maintaining the current containment strategy. This is a creek and 
flood plain system that is connected to the Bulkley River. A report, Buck Flats 2014 Special 
Project - Summary Report was prepared for the RDBN by the NWIPC. If continued action in the 
Buck Flats area is not taken, the field scabious will get into the Bulkley and Skeena River 
systems and spread over an even bigger area. Barriers to success in this area include shallow 
wells in the area, a general lack of interest of private property owners in the area to manage 
the weeds on their property, a general lack of support from property owners for the use of 
herbicide, and a lack of awareness about the impacts of Field scabious.  

 

1 The Role of Invasive Species Management in Terrestrial Ecosystem Restoration, David Polster, 2002. 
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Stoney Creek 

The Stoney Creek area south of Vanderhoof, in the Nechako IPMA, is centered around the 
Saik’uz First Nation reserve. Hay from this area is used and sold for use in areas outside of the 
containment area. The partnership with the Saik’uz and the NWIPCs Nechako IPMA contractor 
has not been active for several years. This partnership involved the contractor hiring local band 
members to conduct mechanical control work on band lands. Re-establishing the partnership 
with the Saik’uz is likely the most important step in reducing the spread of Field scabious 
beyond this area and potentially reducing the area covered by this particular containment area. 

Fort Fraser 

The Fort Fraser containment lines, in the Nechako IPMA, were officially removed in 2017 after 
many years of effort by the Nechako IPMA contractor in controlling the plants on Crown land 
sites within the containment area. Most of this containment zone was centered around the 
Telegraph Road, just south of Fort Fraser. The area of infestation on Crown lands and some 
private property sites has been reduced. Successful treatment and reduction in infested areas 
on private rural properties is key to ensuring containment lines do not have to be put back in 
place. Buy-in from the property owners and stable funding for the management of field 
scabious in this area is essential. 

Proposed Plans 

The following plans provide a brief description of the problem and proposed solutions  

Lakes District IPMA 

Field scabious is not currently known to be on RDBN or rural private property in this IPMA. In 
order to ensure any new occurrences are reported, the primary focus for the Lakes Districts 
IPMA should be outreach and education activities. This could include displays at trade events, 
posting collaborative signs in key public areas and working with multiple NWIPC partners across 
the Lakes District. 

• Start with the purchase and installation of appropriate signage for key public areas. 
These areas could include regional district transfer stations, highway rest stops, 
community welcome and information signs, trail heads, popular recreation areas, and 
post office box locations. 

• Work with RDBN staff to ensure NWIPC materials are displayed at key locations and 
included in mail outs to residents. 

Bulkley IPMA 

The focus of concern for this IPMA is the Buck Flats Containment Area. Because of the lack of 
buy-in from the residents and the sensitive location of many highly infested properties, 
reducing the size of, or removing the Buck Flats containment area, is not currently feasible. 
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There are recommendations in the 2014 special project report, that should continue. These 
include: 

• Continue to treat all field scabious plants found on the Buck Flats Road right of way. 
With the current Coastal Gas Link project in construction phase there will be an 
increased amount of traffic through this area. This control work will be done if the MOTI 
continues to approve of this work within the containment area. 

• Continue to conduct “search and destroy” programs along Buck Creek. Due to bank 
sluffing issues on Buck Creek it is important to manage sites that appear downstream 
from the containment area to prevent field scabious from establishing along the Bulkley 
River. This control work will be done if the MFLNRO continues to approve of this work 
within the containment area. 

• Fund the treatment of field scabious on rural private property if property owners at the 
margins of the containment zone are willing to allow treatments to proceed. And the 
owners agree to allow treatments to continue for at least 3 years with follow up surveys 
to continue afterwards to ensure re-establishment does not happen. 

• Collect accurate survey data on field scabious growing on private property by working 
with landowners who are managing field scabious on their land, or who are requesting 
assistance with managing their field scabious. Enter the data into IAPP. 

• Continue to work with Buck Flats residents to inform them of ongoing field scabious 
management efforts and encourage them to manage plants on their property. Within 
this small community there is a large range of opinions on both the field scabious plant 
itself and the NWIPC’s management efforts. Continued education and outreach are key. 

• Attempt to engage local service and recreation clubs to get more people from the 
surrounding area involved and aware of the ongoing efforts. 

• To help prevent the further spread of field scabious outside of the Buck Flats 
Containment Area conduct a similar outreach and education program as the one 
proposed for the Lakes District IPMA. Focus on attending as many agricultural events as 
possible, concentrating on the Houston area. 
 

Nechako IPMA 

The focus of concern for this IPMA is the Stoney Creek and Fort Fraser Containment Areas 

Stoney Creek 

• Because of the lack of buy-in from the residents and the sensitive location of many 
highly infested sites, reducing the size of the Stoney Creek containment area is not 
currently likely. 

• If the NWIPC plans to hire a First Nations Coordinator are approved, consultations can 
be initiated with current representatives from the Saik’uz First Nation and residents of 
the Stoney Creek area. 

• To help prevent the further spread of field scabious outside of the Stoney Creek 
Containment Area, conduct a similar outreach and education program as the one 
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proposed for the Lakes District IPMA. Focus on attending as many agricultural events as 
possible, with an emphasis on the Vanderhoof area. 

Fort Fraser 

The containment area for this location was removed. However, all field scabious plants should 
be managed no matter where they are found. 

• Increase funding for consulting with residents, conducting surveys, and treatments on 
rural private property in the Nechako IPMA. To ensure consistency and efficacy of the 
work on private property it should be limited to people willing to allow treatments to 
continue for at least 3 years with follow up surveys to continue afterwards. 

• To help prevent the further spread of field scabious outside of the Fort Fraser 
Containment Area conduct a similar outreach and education program as the one 
proposed for the Lakes District IPMA. Focus on attending as many agricultural events as 
possible, concentrating on the Fort Fraser area. 

Budget Implications for RDBN 

All IPMAs 

• If the work and budgets are approved by Ministry partners, the field work on Crown 
lands for MFLNRORD & MOTI will not have any budget implications for the RDBN. By 
helping to prevent the further spread of field scabious the RDBN will benefit from this 
work. 

• The proposal for purchasing and installing signage to increase awareness of invasive 
plants is to start with the purchase of 12 signs in 2020, roughly 4 signs per IPMA. Signs 
are aluminum sandwich with foam core (dibond).  

o Twelve, 24” x 36” dibond, non-reflective signs will cost approximately $90.00 per 
sign; reflective ink cost increases to approximately $120/sign 

o Twelve 18” 27” dibond, non-reflective signs will cost approximately $51.00/sign; 
reflective ink cost increases to approximately $68.00/sign 

o Installation may add an additional cost. Explore opportunities to work with 
existing partners, community groups, and land user groups along with soliciting 
donations of installation materials from suppliers will limit installation labour 
and materials costs. 

Bulkley IPMA 

• If appropriate landowners can be identified on the outside margins of the Buck Flats 
Containment Area, this proposal is asking for an annual budget of up to $3,000 over and 
above past IPMA annual allocation ($10,600 – Bulkley) for consultations, surveys and 
treatments. This increase would only be spent if appropriate landowners are identified 
and there is reason to believe the field scabious on the property can effectively be 
managed. 
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Nechako IPMA 

• Current survey result estimates that there are 11.12 hectares of field scabious to 
manage on rural private property in the former Fort Fraser containment area. This may 
be a low estimate as surveys on private property can only occur with the permission of 
the land owner. With the current need for consultations, increased surveys to collect 
accurate data and expanded treatment programs for field scabious on rural private 
properties in this IPMA, the current IPMA budget requires an increase from its normal 
annual RDBN funding ($10,600), for approximately 5 to 10 years. 

o This proposal is asking for an annual budget increase of up to $5,000.00 for 
consultations, surveys and treatments. This budget would be spent on a ‘first 
come, first served’ basis. Landowners would have to be willing to commit to 
allow for treatments to occur for a minimum of 3 years and continued surveys to 
ensure no plants remerge, and there is reason to believe the field scabious on 
the private land can effectively be managed. 

o With diligent and ongoing management, the expectation is that this amount 
should go down over time as the area infested is reduced, plants are not allowed 
to establish in the area, and the field crews can transition from treatment to 
monitoring. 

Summary 

Field scabious is an invasive plant that is affecting the biodiversity on sites where it has become 
established. It reduces the farm values of infested crops. Much of the land base within the 
RDBN is susceptible to invasion so it is important that the NWIPC and the RDBN take steps to 
limit its spread within and outside the region. The NWIPC has been successful in removing one 
of the containment lines for field scabious – the Fort Fraser containment area – which shows 
the positive impact of active, on-going management of Field scabious. This proposal lays out 
steps to ensure the continued success of this removal and could provide the ground work 
necessary to reduce the size of the two other field scabious containment areas in place within 
the RDBN. 
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Appendix 

Buck Flats Containment Area 

Stoney Creek Containment Area 
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Invasive Plant Management Services for 2019 
 

BACKGROUND 
The Northwest Invasive Plant Council is a non-profit organization that works with provincial, regional, 
municipal, and local governments to manage non-native, invasive plants across northwestern BC. The 
NWIPC also promotes education and awareness programs and special projects that are of interest to its 
general membership. 

The NWIPC hires contractors to carry out Invasive Plant Management (IPM) services for our partners 
based on an agreed upon workplan. The services are aligned with NWIPC’s mandate and meet the goals 
identified in the NWIPC Strategic Plan (www.nwipc.org). The NWIPC program staff and contractors work 
with our funding partners to ensure that the IPM meets the expectations and criteria set out in the work 
plans, which are developed jointly by NWIPC and the partner. The contractors are monitored and audited 
by the NWIPC field coordinator to ensure compliance in contract service delivery, as well as with provincial 
regulations defined by the BC Weed Act, the Integrated Pest Management Act, and other applicable 
legislation. 

DUTIES AND DELIVERABLES 
This report provides a summary of IPM accomplishments on Regional District Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) 
properties and rural private lands and includes extracts (as separate digital files) from the BC Invasive 
Alien Plant Program (IAPP). The NWIPC has a duty to report these items as accurately as possible using 
data entered in to the IAPP database by our invasive plant management area IPMA contractors. The field 
data is reviewed by the NWIPC Field Coordinator for errors and missing information. 

There are three Invasive Plant Management Areas (IPMA) in the RDBN: 

• Bulkley IPMA 
• Lakes District IPMA 
• Nechako IPMA 

NWIPC presents the following information at a level of detail that accurately describes the IPM services 
performed for the Regional District Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) in 2019. 

SUMMARY OF ON-THE-GROUND ACTIVITIES 

Invasive Plant (IP) Site Surveys and Species Inventory 
The following tables summarize data and activities across the Lakes District (Lakes), Nechako and Bulkley 
IPMAs. The contractors performed 327 invasive plant inventories on the 182 sites they surveyed. Twenty-
seven priority species were identified. The cumulative area of infestations was 79.81 hectares.  

Table 1 (next page) summarizes, by IPMA, the species inventoried and ranks them by cumulative area of 
infestation. This ranking does not reflect the species’ priority treatment status. Species with 0.0000 for 
area means the species was not found but had been present on site in previous years. NWIPC monitors 
for the species over several years to ensure it does not return to a site. 
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Table 1. Survey of Invasive Plants by IPMA 

IPMA Species # of Sites with 
Species Present 

Cumulative Est. 
Area (ha) 

Bulkley Yellow hawkweed (HIER PRA) 11 3.0000 
Bulkley Oxeye daisy (LEUC VUL) 11 2.9700 
Bulkley Canada thistle (CIRS ARV) 9 2.6000 
Bulkley Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 6 2.0100 
Bulkley Burdock species (ARCT SPP) 4 1.2001 
Bulkley Meadow buttercup (RANU ACR) 2 1.0000 
Bulkley Field scabious (KNAU ARV) 7 0.6405 
Bulkley Orange hawkweed (HIER AUR) 4 0.3000 
Bulkley Scentless chamomile (MATR PER) 5 0.2500 
Bulkley Common tansy (TANA VUL) 17 0.1100 
Bulkley Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 9 0.1021 
Bulkley Blueweed (ECHI VUL) 3 0.1020 
Bulkley Tall hawkweed (HIER OID) 1 0.0200 
Bulkley Bull thistle (CIRS VUL) 1 0.0000 
Bulkley Common comfrey (SYMP OFF) 4 0.0000 
Bulkley Curled dock (RUME CRI) 1 0.0000 
Bulkley Meadow goats-beard (TRAG PRA) 1 0.0000 
Bulkley Sulphur cinquefoil (POTE REC) 3 0.0000 
 Bulkley Total 99 14.3047 
Lakes Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 6 3.5320 
Lakes Orange hawkweed (HIER AUR) 5 3.5060 
Lakes Yellow hawkweed (HIER PRA) 5 3.0030 
Lakes Common tansy (TANA VUL) 24 2.7611 
Lakes Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 41 2.0556 
Lakes Dalmatian toadflax (LINA DAL) 3 1.5025 
Lakes Oxeye daisy (LEUC VUL) 2 1.0000 
Lakes Leafy spurge (EUPH ESU) 1 0.0150 
Lakes Meadow buttercup (RANU ACR) 1 0.0100 
Lakes Black knapweed (CENT NIG) 2 0.0000 
Lakes Common comfrey (SYMP OFF) 1 0.0000 
Lakes Meadow knapweed (CENT DEB) 1 0.0000 
Lakes Yellow hawkweed species (HIER SPP) 1 0.0000 
 Lakes Total 93 17.3852 
Nechako Field scabious (KNAU ARV) 45 5.88450 
Nechako Yellow hawkweed (HIER PRA) 40 5.86800 
Nechako Oxeye daisy (LEUC VUL) 20 0.53100 
Nechako Yellow/common toadflax (LINA VUL) 2 0.08100 
Nechako Canada thistle (CIRS ARV) 5 0.04100 
Nechako Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 2 0.03020 
Nechako Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 1 0.03000 
Nechako Yellow hawkweed species (HIER SPP) 2 0.03000 
Nechako Leafy spurge (EUPH ESU) 1 0.01000 
Nechako Sowthistle species (SONC SPP) 1 0.01000 
Nechako White cockle (LYCH ALB) 1 0.01000 
Nechako Mullein (VERB THA) 1 0.00040 
 Nechako Total 121 12.5261 
 RDBN GRAND TOTAL 391 79.8150 
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Invasive Plant Treatments 
The NWIPC follows integrated pest management principles using one or a combinations of treatments – 
biological, chemical, mechanical – to reduce invasive plant infestations to acceptable levels. 

Mechanical Treatment 

Fifty-nine sites received mechanical treatments on high priority species. Several methods were used – 
dead-heading, digging, and hand-pulling. 

Table 2. Mechanical Treatments Summary 

IPMA Species # of Sites on which 
Species was Treated 

Cumulative Area 
Treated 

Bulkley Common tansy (TANA VUL) 4 0.0006 
Bulkley Field scabious (KNAU ARV) 2 0.0002 
Bulkley Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 3 0.0031 
 Bulkley Total 9 0.0039 
Lakes Common tansy (TANA VUL) 2 0.0018 
Lakes Leafy spurge (EUPH ESU) 1 0.008 
Lakes Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 9 0.0094 
 Lakes Total 12 0.0192 
Nechako Field scabious (KNAU ARV) 32 1.6624 
Nechako Leafy spurge (EUPH ESU) 1 0.005 
Nechako Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 3 0.0552 
 Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 1 0.03 
 Nechako Total 37 1.7526 
 RDBN GRAND TOTAL 58 1.7757 

Chemical Treatment  
The spot application of herbicide is determined by several factors – instructions from partners, public and 
private input, applicable provincial and federal regulations, the species and site factors. Herbicide is 
applied using back-pack or boomless nozzle sprayers to minimize area impacted.  

Seventy-three sites received spot application on high priority species. These treatments were monitored 
for efficacy of treatments, either in second pass surveys in 2019, or will be monitored for efficacy of 
treatment during the first pass surveys of 2020.  

Table 3. Chemical Treatments Summary 

IPMA Species # of Sites on which 
Species was Treated 

Cumulative Area 
Treated 

Bulkley Blueweed (ECHI VUL) 1 0.0050 
Bulkley Common tansy (TANA VUL) 10 0.0886 
Bulkley Field scabious (KNAU ARV) 1 0.0050 
Bulkley Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 3 0.0066 
Bulkley Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 1 0.0750 
 Bulkley Total 16 0.1802 
Lakes Common tansy (TANA VUL) 12 0.1031 
Lakes Leafy spurge (EUPH ESU) 1 0.0025 
Lakes Mountain bluet (CENT MON) 17 0.2383 
Lakes Spotted knapweed (CENT BIE) 5 0.1663 
 Lakes Total 35 0.5102 
Nechako Field scabious (KNAU ARV) 22 0.3621 
 Nechako Total 22 0.3621 
 RDBN GRAND TOTAL 73 1.0525 
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Treatment Monitoring 
The NWIPC monitors its contractors for contract compliance, efficacy of treatments, and adherence to 
legislation and regulations.  

Data Collection and Entry 
All field data are entered in the BC Invasive Alien Plant Program (IAPP). Details for individual sites, by 
IPMA, can be found in the data extracts that accompany this report. The NWIPC verifies the data and 
makes corrections, if required. The data summaries in the preceding tables are drawn directly from IAPP. 

RDBN LANDOWNER REBATE PROGRAMME 
The RDBN Landowner Rebate Program commits to a funding level of  $3,000 for landowner rebates. Two 
landowners applied for the rebate and received 50% of the treatment costs for invasive plant 
management on their land. The uptake for the rebate is not utilized well by RDBN rural landowners. This 
is a program that needs to be promoted widely across the RDBN through the RBN website, social media 
and in print materials. 

EDUCATION AND AWARENESS (E&A) 
The education and awareness allocation was pooled with all other contributors to the NWIPC overall E&A 
fund. Our contractors were given an allowance to cover their time to answer questions from the public 
and promote the NWIPC mandate for invasive plant management. They also leave informational “door 
knockers” at private residences on which they have identified the presence of high priority invasive plants. 
From the pooled fund, the NWIPC was able to purchase two display tents which feature the Play Clean Go 
programs that have been adopted provincially and federally. Reprinting of existing materials (brochures, 
rack cards) provided handouts for fairs, home and garden shows, farmers’ markets and plant sales across 
the NWIPC operating area. 

The NWIPC in partnership with the Seymour Lake Conservation Society (SLCS) presented to the RDBN 
Council and the Town of Smithers, the findings of Yellow floating heart in Seymour Lake. Yellow floating 
heart is extremely invasive and is slowly crowding out native aquatic plants as well as reducing food and 
habitat for fish and water fowl. The Ministry of Forests conducted an Early Detection Rapid Response 
(EDRR) assessment of this species for the region and it has now been placed on the Provincial EDDR list. 
The SLCS in partnership with the NWIPC has paced Clean Drain Dry sings and warnings about transporting 
plant parts to other water bodies in the area. 

FINANCIAL STATEMENT 
The Northwest Invasive Plant Council adheres to General Accounting Policies and Procedures (GAPP). The 
RDBN’s funding commitment was a maximum of $44,500. Total costs to the RDBN for NWIPC work came 
to $41,065.85 leaving $3,434.77 of the total commitment funding not utilized.  

Financial Summary  
Table 4 (next page), summarizes expenditures against budget items, as identified in the RDBN Letter of 
Agreement with the NWIPC.  
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Table 4. Summary of On-the-Ground and Program Management Costs 

Funding Commitment $45,500   
Directed Funds Budget Actual 
Landowner Rebate Program (aka 50/50) 3,000.00 419.19 

Education & Awareness (goes to NWIPC E&A pool of funds) 500.00 500.00 

Sub total 3,500.00 919.19 

Program Management   
Administration/Overhead (15% of total funding commitment) 6,150.00 6,150.00 

REDRR (2% of total funding commitment) 820.00 820.00 

Field Ops Coordination (5% of total funding commitment) 2,050.00 2,050.00 

Sub total 9,020.00 9,020.00 

On-the-ground (contractor charges) and Data Entry   

Bulkley IPMA 10,550.00 10,697.71 

Nechako IPMA 10,600.00 10,429.30 

Lakes District IPMA 9,900.00 9,999.65 

Sub total 31,980.00 31,126.66 

TOTAL 44,500.00 41,065.85 

SUMMARY 
The IPM activities resulted in minimizing and/or preventing the spread of known infestations with 
treatments aimed at control and possible eradication, over time. Plant inventory data from each site was 
collected, checked and entered in the provincial IAPP database. The NWIPC contractors were able to meet 
the priority objectives for their workplans.  

The NWIPC contractors and NWIPC personnel distributed education and awareness materials and 
represented the NWIPC at the BC Northern Home and Garden Show and the BC Northern Exhibition. New 
materials were printed for distribution across the northwest. Workshops on best management practices 
for invasive plant management and invasive plant identification and reporting were delivered to the forest 
industry in the RDBN area. The NWIPC also presented a delegation to the RDBN Directors  

The Landowner Invasive Plant Removal Rebate is consistently under-utilized by private landowners. This 
is consistent with results in other IPMAs. The NWIPC will be re-evaluating this program across our 
operating area and working with our partners to develop a more robust program that will benefit more 
landowners and help meet the objective of invasive plant management on private lands. 

The NWIPC looks forward to continuing the invasive plant management partnership with the RDBN in 
2020. 

Attachments, as separate files: 

IAPP extracts delivered as separate digital files 
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1 888 939-3333 | cancer.ca 

Canadian Cancer Society, BC and Yukon 
1100 Alward Street 
Prince George, BC V2M 7B1 
 

      

 

January 16, 2020 

 

Mr. Gerry Thiessen, Chair  
Bulkley-Nechako Regional District 
PO Box 820, 37-3rd Avenue  
Burns Lake, BC V0J 1E0   
  

Dear Chair Thiessen and Bulkley-Nechako Regional District Board,  
  
Your grant of $25,000 to the Canadian Cancer Society’s Peace of Mind campaign has been 
instrumental in encouraging other donors and Regional Districts to step up for this cause.  
  
Over $280,000 was raised to go directly to supporting northern British Columbians by 
reducing the nightly fee at Kordyban Lodge. Effective, February 1, 2020 and continuing 
through January 31, 2021, the nightly fee will be $30 per guest, a savings of $22 per night 
per guest.  
 
We cannot thank you enough for your support of this campaign and are pleased to include a 
progress report for your review and records. In 2019, 223 people from the Bulkley-Nechako 
Regional District stayed at Kordyban Lodge while in Prince George for cancer treatment and 
other medical appointments. 
 
I am also taking this opportunity to let you know that I will be leaving my role with the 
Canadian Cancer Society at the end of January and am pleased to introduce you to my 
colleague, Sandra Blackwell, who is here to support you going forward. Sandra is available 
by telephone at 250-645-2361 or email at sandra.blackwell@cancer.ca  
 
Thank you so much for your contribution to this cause. You really are helping give northern 
British Columbians ‘peace of mind’.  
 
Yours truly,  
  

  
Margaret Jones-Bricker  
Manager, Annual Giving  
T: 250-645-2369 | E: margaret.jonesbricker@cancer.ca  
  
cc: Cheryl Anderson, Sandra Blackwell  
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Peace of Mind Campaign Progress Report 
January 2020 

 
  
Peace of Mind Campaign Newsletter | January 2020 
 
 

Thank you! 

You recognized the need to lower user fees 

and make a stay at Kordyban Lodge more 

accessible. Your generosity has made it 

possible for the nightly fee at the Lodge to 

be $30 per guest from February 1, 2020 

through January 31, 2021. 

 

This represents a savings of $22 per night 

per guest and will go a long way to easing 

the economic burden of cancer on northern 

British Columbians. 

 

Through the Peace of Mind campaign, your 

gift has helped us to lower Kordyban Lodge 

user fees while offering the kind of care and 

support that is so desperately needed in 

Northern BC. 

 
 

L to R: Bob Redden, Dan Rose, Michael Downes, Mike Morris, 
Mary Kordyban, Lyn Hall, Shirley Bond, Margaret Jones-Bricker 
 
 

For Mike, Kordyban Lodge felt like family 

Mike Calli heard about the Lodge when he came from Prince 

Rupert to see his surgeon in Prince George before starting 2 

months of radiation for colon cancer.  

“They said I could stay at Kordyban Lodge and I said, ‘what’s 

that?’ Now I’ve been there so many times, it feels like family,” 

says Mike. “I met some really good friends. When you meet 

people in similar situations, you just feel open. You can be honest. 

And the volunteers and staff – you've never met a kinder, more 

understanding bunch of people. They really go out of their way to 

help. It gives you a spark that everyone there cares so much. You 

can learn to start living again.”  

As a Freemason, Mike also enjoyed connecting with the 

Freemason Cancer Car program volunteers in the Lodge. “They 

picked me up and took me to meetings and made sure I got 

connected.”  

Now back home, Mike is looking for ways to help others even 

more, and as a former marine educator, that means connecting 

people to his love of the water. “This experience has inspired me 

to get involved with the local hospice society. I offer people a boating experience at no charge. 

I say to everyone, give what you can, whether it’s financial or not. You never know – 

one day it might be you.” 

Mike Calli, cancer survivor 
from Prince Rupert 
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For further information contact: Canadian Cancer Society, 1100 Alward Street, Prince George, BC V2M 7B1  Tel: 250-564-0885 

Peace of Mind Campaign Newsletter | January 2020  1 888 939 3333    CANCER.CA 

 

 
 

Affordable accommodation 
close to treatment 
 
Kordyban Lodge welcomes guests from all 

over the North, offering rest, nutritious 

meals, easy access to cancer information, 

and staff who are on-site 24 hours a day to 

provide support and information to guests. 

 

The Lodge offers a variety of amenities to 

help guests feel at home, such as a media 

room, family room, games room, spiritual 

room, laundry facilities, guest computer 

areas and more. There is also a wig and 

breast prosthesis bank on-site for those 

who need them. 
 

“I really don’t know how to thank 

you. You guys just carry people 
through in so many ways.”   

– Edi Young, Lodge guest 

 

Donor Appreciation 
 

Thank you so much to the following major 

donors to the Peace of Mind Campaign: 

 

Peace River Regional District 

Bulkley-Nechako Regional District 

Regional District of Kitimat-Stikine 

Dr Keith Corbett 

Prince George Ford 

Regional District of Fraser-Fort George 

Vivian Shaw 

Environmental Dynamics Inc 

KPMG Foundation 

Bob and Sonja Redden 

Cariboo Forest Consultants 

Swamp Donkey 

Maurice and Emily Sperling 

Carrier Lumber Ltd. 

LNG Canada 

BC Northern Real Estate Board 

Fort St. John Co-Op 

Bulkley Valley District Hospital Auxiliary 

Auto Magic 

Prince George Cougars 

Kispiox Valley Rodeo 

Northern Chapter of WICC 

Dr Mira Perkovic 

Dr Jose Lopez 

ARC Resources Ltd. 

Rotary Club of Mackenzie 

Dr Diane Kjorven 

The Mechanical Contractors Association 

Prince George Community Foundation 

AllNorth Consultants 

Revenant Resources Ltd. 

Doris Dittaro 

Burns Lake Community Forest Ltd. 

 

Kordyban Lodge guest stays in 2019: 

Peace River Regional District 259 
Bulkley-Nechako Regional District 223 
Kitimat-Stikine Regional District 150 
Fraser-Fort George Regional District  39 
North Coast Regional District 60 
Cariboo Regional District 105 
TOTAL GUESTS 836 
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DATE COMPLETED

28-Jan-20

24-Jan-20

John Completed

C.W.2020-1-4 

Committee of the 

Whole 

January 9, 2020

Modernizing BC's 

Emergency Management 

Legislation

Staff to:

1.  send the letter of response to the Honourable Minister Farnworth 

regarding the Modernizing BC’s Emergency Management Legislation – 

Discussion Paper, as attached to the staff report dated January 9, 2020 

as amended to include the following:

RDBN Comments (Page 4 of the letter)

-	There are many residents that live in remote rural areas with historical 

knowledge, how will these local knowledge experts be included?

2. And, prepare and submit the same response letter regarding the 

Modernizing BC’s Emergency Management Legislation – Discussion 

Paper to EmergencyProgramAct@gov.bc.ca prior to the comment 

period deadline of January 31, 2020.

Deborah JM Completed

RDC.2020-1-3 

Rural Directors 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

Agricultural Community 

Meeting on Water 

Sustainability Act - 

February 5, 2020 - 

Vanderhoof, B.C.

Provide notification of any Directors wanting to attend the Agricultural 

Community Meeting on the Water Sustainability Act in Vanderhoof, B.C. 

on February 5, 2020.

Wendy Completed

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Completed

Broadband 

Committee Meeting

January 9, 2020

Delegation Thank You 

Letters 

Write a thank you letter to Falko Kadenbach, Vice President, ABC 

Communications.
Geraldine

BBC.2020-1-3 

Broadband 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

Action List - January 2020 Board Meetings

BBC.2020-1-4 

Broadband 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

Invite Rio Tinto to an 

Upcoming Broadband 

Committee Meeting

Invite Rio Tinto to an upcoming Broadband Committee meeting to 

discuss cellular coverage on the Southside of Francois Lake.

**UPDATE** Meeting occurred at BC Natural Resources Forum January 

30, 2020 in Prince George.

Curtis Completed

C.W.2020-1-3 

Committee of the 

Whole 

January 9, 2020

Asset Management Policy 

and Strategy
Staff to implement the Asset Management Policy and Strategy.

RDBN Broadband Study

Prioritize the following projects for 2020 grant applications: Fort St. 

James Cellular Coverage; Buck Flats Cellular and LTE Coverage; 

Grassy Plains and Ootsa Lake Cellular and LTE Coverage; Industrial 

Cellular and LTE Coverage for Clearview Landfill, Pinkut Lake and 

Taltapin Lake; fibre to the home for Area B/Area E - Highway 35 and 

Southbank, and east end of Francois Lake.

John Completed

C.W.2020-1-6 

Committee of the 

Whole 

January 9, 2020

Minerals Roundup - 

Vancouver, B.C. - 

January 20-23, 2020

Travel arrangements for Director Greenaway's attendance at Minerals 

Roundup in Vancouver, January 20-23, 2020.
Geraldine Completed
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DATE COMPLETED

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Action List - January 2020 Board Meetings

January 23, 2020 Board 

meeting

Closed February 11, 

2020

RDC.2020-1-7 

Rural Directors 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

Rural/Agriculture 

Committee

Rename the Rural Directors Committee to the Rural/Agriculture 

Committee.
Wendy/Cheryl Completed

RDC.2020-1-10 

Rural Directors 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

Fire Department 

Emergency Services

Repeal the following:

a.	“Topley Rural Road Rescue and Medical First Responders Service 

Establishment Bylaw No. 1745, 2015”

b.	“RDBN Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Rural) Road Rescue 

Contribution Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1651, 2012” and “RDBN 

Electoral Area D Emergency Extrication Service Area Establishment 

Bylaw No. 1516, 2009”; and

c.	“Electoral Area ‘A’ Emergency Response Contribution Local Service 

Amendment Bylaw No. 853, 1995.

Deborah JM In Progress

Board Meeting

January 23, 2020

Delegation Thank You 

Letters 

Write Delegation Thank You Letters to the following:

-  Shawn Trottier, Resource Manager, and Kris Garneau, Authorizations 

Technologist, Field Operations Nadina, Ministry of Forests, Lands, 

Natural Resource Operations and Rural Development 

-  Tom McCarthy, Divisional Chief Negotiator, Negotiations Regional 

Operations Division, and Tlell Glover, Sr. Resource Coordination Officer, 

Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation

-Cory Waters, Chief Negotiator, North Negotiations and Regional 

Operations Division and Lori Borth, Director of Strategic Initiatives, 

Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation.

Geraldine Completed

2020-1-6

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Completed

RDC.2020-1-5 

Rural Directors 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

Regional Agriculture 

Forum Oct 23-24, 2020 

"Soil to Table -Celebrating 

Local Agriculture"

The Draft Agenda for the Regional Agriculture Forum Oct 23-24, 2020 

"Soil to Table -Celebrating Local Agriculture" be approved.
Debbie Completed

1.  Staff to inform the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and 

Reconciliation that the Board has no objection to the proposed land 

dispositions provided that the lands being transferred into fee simple 

ownership are zoned to the Board’s satisfaction prior to land transfer; 

and, 

2. Staff to initiate the zoning process in consultation with the Cheslatta 

Carrier Nation.

Jason LCheslatta Land Transfer

RDC.2020-1-6 

Rural Directors 

Committee 

January 9, 2020

RDBN Food Hub and 

Food Economy 

Assessment

Staff to proceed with a Request for Proposal on BC Bid for the RDBN 

Food Hub and Food Economy Assessment. Debbie Completed

2
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DATE COMPLETED

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Action List - January 2020 Board Meetings

will be submitted when 

grant acceptance period 

opens

Letter sent & funding in 

2020 Budget

2020-1-15

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

2020 COFI Convention 

April 1-3, 2020 Prince 

George, B.C.

Travel arrangements for Director Greenaway's attendance at the 2020 

COFI Convention April 1-3, 2020 Prince George, B.C.
Geraldine In Progress

2020-1-14

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

CompletedJason L

UBCM Housing Needs 

Reports Program

Travel arrangements for Director Riis-Christianson, Chair Broadband 

Committee be authorized to attend the BC Broadband Conference 2020 

in Richmond, BC April 21 & 22, 2020.

BC Broadband 

Conference 2020 - April 

21 & 22, 2020, Richmond, 

B.C.

In ProgressJason L
Invite TC Energy to the April Board meeting to discuss the SEEMP 

implementation process.

Coastal GasLink Pipeline - 

Socio-economic Effects 

Management Plan 

(SEEMP)

In Progress

NCLGA RE:  2020 Solid 

Waste Management 

Forum

Write a letter and contribute $4,000 from the Environmental Services 

Budget to the North Central Local Government Association for costs 

associated with its 2020 Solid Waste Management Forum.
Wendy/John Completed

2020-1-10

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Staff to send the attached letter to the Honourable Selina Robinson 

Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing urging the Province to 

undertake a review of the BC Building Code to better accommodate tiny 

homes.

Tiny Homes in the RDBN

2020-1-9

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

In ProgressGeraldine

2020-1-17

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Charge North Advisory

Write a letter that Director Atrill and Cheryl Anderson, Manager of 

Administrative Services are appointed to the Charge North Advisory 

Committee for 2020.

Wendy Completed

Geraldine
Travel arrangements for Chair Thiessen's attendance at FCM 2020 in 

Toronto, ON June 4 to 7, 2020.

FCM 2020 - June 4-7, 

2020 in Toronto ON

2020-1-13

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

2020-1-16

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Jason L

1.  Apply to UBCM’s Housing Needs Reports Program to undertake 

housing needs reports for Electoral Areas A, B, C, D, E, F, and G in 

order to meet provincial requirements.

2.  Provide overall grant management.

3.  Authorize RDBN staff to enter into an agreement with UBCM for any 

grants received for the above purpose.

2020-1-8

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

3
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DATE COMPLETED

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Action List - January 2020 Board Meetings

e-mailed to property 

owner

2019 Regional Business 

Forum Report

Staff to beginpreparations for the 2021 Regional Business Forum and 

invite a member municipality to host as per the following order:

1.	Telkwa

2.	Houston.

Nellie In Progress

2020-1-28

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

UBCM Emergency 

Support Service Funding 

Application

Submit the collaborative application to UBCM’s Community Emergency 

Preparedness Fund – Emergency Support Services stream – for 

$174,999.88 to support the further development of the Regional ESS 

Program in the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako, and that the Board 

provide overall grant management.

Deborah JM In Progress

2020-1-23

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Vanderhoof Flying Club 

Letter of Support Request

Provide Letters of Support to the Vanderhoof Flying Club for their 

Aviation Fuel System Purchase Project applications to Northern 

Development Initiative Trust and the Nechako Kitimaat Development 

Fund.

Nellie Completed

2020-1-21

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

2020-1-22

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Completed

Completed

Completed

2020-1-27

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Fraser Basin Council 

Meeting February 27, 

2020, Vancouver, B.C.

Travel arrangements for Directors Greenaway  attendance to the Fraser 

Basin Council Meeting February 27, 2020 in Vancouver, B.C.
Geraldine In Progress

Nellie
Provide notification of the Board's contract renewal for Grant Writing 

Services with the District of Fort St. James for 2020.

2020 Grant Writing 

Services Contract

Southside Fire 

Department Maintenance 

Reserve

Withdrawal of $3,695.95 from the Southside Fire Department Repairs 

and Maintenance Reserve for cost of parts and labour to inspect and 

repair the compressed air foam system on their Rescue truck.

John

2020-1-35

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Travel arrangements for Director Clint Lambert  to attend the BC Natural 

Resources Forum January 28-30, 2020 in Prince George, B.C.

BC Natural Resource 

Forum January 28-30, 

2020 Prince George, B.C.

Geraldine

In Progress

2020-1-26

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Regional Mass 

Communications Program

Implementation of a Regional Mass Communications Program to be paid 

through the “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 911 Emergency 

Telephone Response Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1483, 2008”

when commitment from all member municipalities is confirmed.

Deborah JM In Progress

2020-1-34

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Write a letter informing the Board's denial of the request made by Anton 

Barlescu to reverse the 2018 utility charges for the property located at 

363 - 3rd Avenue.”

Wendy Completed

2020-1-30

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Fort Fraser - Utility 

Charge for 363 - 3rd 

Avenue

2020-1-25

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Funding for Telkwa 

Pedestrian Crosswalk

Provide $25,000 from General Government Grant-in-aid to the Village of 

Telkwa for the purpose of providing funding for the Telkwa Pedestrian 

Crosswalk; and that staff are directed to bring back a bylaw to repeal 

Bylaw 646, Telkwa Pedestrian Crosswalk at a future Board meeting.

John

4
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DATE COMPLETED

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Action List - January 2020 Board Meetings

In Progress

Completed

That the surplus for Financial Administration, Electoral Area Planning, 

Development Services, 911 Service and Building Inspection be 

appropriated to Operational Reserves.
John

2020-1-38

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Wendy

Provide a Letter of Support to the Vanderhoof Airshow for their 2020 

Vanderhoof International Airshow application to the Arts and Culture 

intake of the Community Gaming Grants Program.

2020-1-39

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

Lakes Endoscopy 

Working Group

Provide a Letter of Support in principal to the Lakes Endoscopy Working 

Group; and further include that any future funding considerations be 

brought forward to the SNRHD Board of Directors for consideration.

Vanderhoof International 

Airshow Letter of Support 

Request.

Completed

Dze L K'ant Friendship 

Centre Society Request 

for Letter of Support

Provide a Letter of Support to the Dze L K'ant Friendship Centre Society 

for their application to NDIT for funding to support a Commercial Kitchen 

Upgrade Project.

Nellie

Nellie

2020-1-37

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

2020 Budget

Completed

2020-1-36

Board Meeting 

January 23, 2020

5
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DATE COMPLETED

December 17, 2019

Cheryl/Wendy/Ger

Preparation for the By-Election - Electoral Area "G" (Houston Rural) on 

Saturday, February 29, 2020 and the Advance Poll on Wednesday, 

February 19, 2020.

By-Election - Electoral 

Area "G" (Houston Rural)

2019-15-9

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Action List - December 2019 Board Meetings

WMC.2019-5-3

Waste Management 

Committee  Meeting

December 12, 2019

Stewardship Program 

Agreements to be offered 

at RDBN Transfer 

Stations

Staff to:

1)  enter into service agreements, agreeing to the terms and conditions 

for the following future Extended Producer Responsibility programs at 

the RDBN’s Vanderhoof, Burns Lake and Smithers/Telkwa Transfer 

Station recycling depots:

     a.	Lightcycle -Residential Lamp/Lightbulbs

     b.	Call2Recycle – Household Batteries

     c.	Alarmcycle – Household Smoke/CO2 Alarms

2)  negotiate and enter into a service agreement, agreeing to the terms 

and conditions with ProductCare Recycling to offer the PaintPlus 

Program at the Vanderhoof Transfer Station.

Janette/Rory

Agreement in 

Place/In 

Progress

CompletedCheryl

Write a letter and provide the following grant in aid contributions:

1. That the Smithers District Chamber of Commerce be given $250 grant 

in aid monies from Electoral Area “A” (Smithers Rural) for costs 

associated with the Community & Business Excellence Awards.

2. That the Fort Fraser Volunteer Fire Department be given $500 grant 

in aid monies from Electoral Area “D” (Fraser Lake Rural) for the 

purchase of a barbecue.

3. That the Vanderhoof Children’s Theatre be given $5,000 grant in aid 

monies from Electoral Area “F” (Vanderhoof Rural) for costs associated 

with a local production.

Grant in Aid  

2019-15-7

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

Completed/

Approved
Nellie

1) Provide notification of the Board's support of the application to 

Northern Development Initiative Trust for a grant of up to $35,000 to 

host an intern under the Local Government Internship Program from the 

Northwest and Prince George Regional Development Accounts, and;

2) That the Board is committed to providing sufficient financial and 

staffing resources to host an intern and is committed to providing 

training and professional development opportunities for the intern.

Northern Development 

Local Government 

Internship Program

2019-15-11

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

CompletedNellieUpdate Grant in Aid Policy - website.
Grant in Aid Policy 

Revision

In Progress

2019-15-8

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

2019-15-23

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

Agreement with Bulkley 

Valley Aquatic Centre

Enter into the Operating Agreement with the Bulkley Valley Aquatic 

Centre Management Society for a period of two years and request the 

Chair and the Corporate Officer to sign the agreement.

John In Progress
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Action List - December 2019 Board Meetings

Being brought forward at 

Feb 20, 2020 Board 

meeting

January 9, 2020
RDBN Appointments - 

2020
Provide notification in regard to the 2020 RDBN Board appointments. Cheryl

Completed

Completed

2019-15-34

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

2019-15-30

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

District of Fort St. James 

Request for Letter of 

Support - Seniors Housing 

Project

Write a letter of support to the District of Fort St. James for its Seniors 

Housing Project.
Wendy

2019-15-24

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

Economic Development 

Agreement with the 

Village of Burns Lake

Enter into an Economic Development Agreement with the Village of 

Burns Lake for a period of five years and request the Chair and the 

Corporate Officer to sign the agreement.

John Completed

2019-15-28

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

Federal Gas Tax Funds - 

Electoral Areas "B" (Burns 

Lake Rural) and "E" 

(Francois/Ootsa Lake 

Rural) - School District 

#91

1.  Contribute up to $20,000 for each of Electoral Areas ‘B’ and ‘E’ of 

Federal Gas Tax allocation monies to School District #91 for a 

Recreation Infrastructure improvement project at the Burns Lake Track;

2. That the Board authorize transferring $6,000 of the above Area ‘B’ 

Gas Tax Fund monies to the Area ‘B’ Grant in Aid account; and further,

3. That the Board authorize the withdrawal of up to $40,000 from the 

Federal Gas Tax Reserve Fund.	

Nellie In Progress

2019-15-29

Board Meeting

December 12, 2019

Federal Gas Tax Funds - 

Electoral Area "A" 

(Smithers Rural)  

Smithers Community 

Services Association

1.  Contribute up to $50,000 of Electoral Area ‘A’ Federal Gas Tax 

allocation monies to Smithers Community Services Association for a 

Cultural Infrastructure project at the Smithers Rail Station building, and 

further,

2. That the Board authorize the withdrawal of up to $50,000 from the 

Federal Gas Tax Reserve Fund.

Nellie In Progress

2
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