














REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

          

MEETING NO. 9  

 

Thursday, August 10, 2023 

 

PRESENT:  Chair  Mark Parker 

   

Directors  Gladys Atrill  

Shane Brienen – arrived at 10:08 a.m. 

Leroy Dekens  

Martin Elphee 

Judy Greenaway 

Clint Lambert  

Linda McGuire 

Shirley Moon 

Kevin Moutray 

Chris Newell – arrived at 10:03 a.m. 

Michael Riis-Christianson  

Stoney Stoltenberg 

Sarrah Storey – via Zoom – left at 12:58 p.m. 

Henry Wiebe 

 

Director Leroy Dekens, Village of Telkwa 

Absent     

 

Alternate Annette Morgan, Village of Telkwa 

Director  

 

Staff   Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer  

John Illes, Chief Financial Officer  

Nellie Davis, Manager of Regional of Economic Development 

– via Zoom – left at 11:28 a.m. 

Janette Derksen, Waste Diversion Supervisor – arrived at 

11:30 a.m., left at 11:33 a.m. 

Alex Eriksen, Director of Environmental Services – arrived at 

11:30 a.m., left at 11:33 a.m. 

Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services – 

left at 12:04 p.m. 

Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning – left at 1:11 p.m. 

Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate Services 

 

Other Samuel Sugita, Land Use and Government Relations, Rogers  

 

  Media  Saddman Zaman, LD News – left at 12:04 p.m. 

 

CALL TO ORDER   Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 10:00 a.m. 

 

FIRST NATIONS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
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AGENDA &   Moved by Director Atrill 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA Seconded by Director Lambert 

 

2023-9-1 “That the Board Meeting Agenda of August 10, 2023 be 

approved; and further, that the Supplementary Agenda be 

dealt with at this meeting.” 

    

   (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

MINUTES    

 

Board Meeting Minutes Moved by Director McGuire 

July 13, 2023   Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 

 

2023-9-2 “That the Board Meeting Minutes of July 13, 2023 be 

adopted.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY  

 

DELEGATION  

 

ROGERS -  Samuel Sugita, Land Use and Government Relations Re:  New Infrastructure 

Projects 

 

Chair Parker welcomed Samuel Sugita, Land Use and Government Relations, Rogers. 

 

Mr. Sugita provided a PowerPoint Presentation. 

 

Accelerating Connectivity 

- Rogers together with Shaw 

- Investing in Western Canada 

- Connected for Success 

- Improving Cellular Connectivity 

- The Role of Local Government 

- Intelligent infrastructure platforms 

o Smart city 

o Connectivity 

o Smart grid. 

 

Discussion took place regarding: 

- Investigating land options in Granisle to determine new tower locations  

o Mr. Sugita will consult with the Village of Granisle 

- Tower upgrades  

o Current license – 600 MHz and 3.5 GHz  

o Upgrades to 5G over the next few years 

- Having detailed discussion with individual directors and the Connectivity Committee 

- Rogers will be in attendance at the UBCM Convention in September. 

 

Chair Parker thanked Mr. Saguita for attending the meeting. 
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ELECTORAL AREA PLANNING 

 

Bylaw for 3rd Reading 

 

Rezoning Application   Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 

RZ B-01-22 - 3rd Reading  Seconded by Director Lambert 

Report, Bylaw 2005  

 

2023-9-3 1.  “That the Regional District Board receive the Public 

Hearing Reports for Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Rezoning Bylaw No. 2005, 2023.  

 

2. That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw 

No. 2005, 2023 be denied.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE PERMIT 

 

Development Variance  Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 

Permit B-01-23 – Electoral Seconded by Director Stoltenberg  

Area B (Burns Lake Rural) 

 

2023-9-4 “That the Board approve Development Variance Permit B-01-

23 for the property located at 395 Beach Road to Vary Section 

14.0.4.1c) of Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning 

Bylaw No. 1800, 2020 to reduce the setback for a structure 

from a parcel line which abuts a Highway from 7.5 metres to 

4.5 metres for the west parcel line abutting Beach Road for a 

Single Family Dwelling development in general compliance 

with Schedule A of the permit.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

ALR Applications 

 

ALR Application 1260  Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

Subdivision – Electoral  Seconded by Director Atrill 

Area A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

 

2023-9-5 “That Agricultural Land Reserve Subdivision Application No. 

1260 be recommended to the Agricultural Land Commission 

for approval.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

 



Meeting No. 9 
August 10, 2023 
Page 4 

 

 

ALR Applications (Cont’d) 

 

ALR Application 1261  Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

Exclusion Request – Electoral  Seconded by Director Atrill 

Area A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

 

2023-9-6 “That Agricultural Land Reserve Subdivision Application No. 

1260 be recommended to the Agricultural Land Commission 

for approval.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

The following was discussed: 

o ALR Exclusion Requests are rare 

o Cost of Application 

o Past history of property – established prior to the 

creation of the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) 

o Future process and compliance  

o Current housing challenges  

▪ ALC considers ALR land implications only 

▪ Secondary dwellings on ALR Lands 

o OCP and Rezoning Process 

▪ Community water/sewer system compliance 

to current standards 

▪ Legalization of dwellings. 

 

Referrals 

 

Notice of Work Referral  Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

No. 159555282-002 Electoral Seconded by Director Elphee 

Area A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

 

2023-9-7 “That the comment sheet be provided to the Province as the 

Regional District’s comments on Notice of Work Referral No. 

159555282-002.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Notice of Work Referral  Moved by Director Moon 

No. 159635952-005 Electoral Seconded by Director Moutray 

Area F (Vanderhoof Rural) 

 

2023-9-8 “That the comment sheet be provided to the Province as the 

Regional District’s comments on Notice of Work Referral No. 

159635952-005.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Referrals (Cont’d) 

 

Crown Land Referral   Moved by Director Newell 

No. 159754934-004 Electoral Seconded by Director McGuire 

Area G (Houston/Granisle Rural) 

 

2023-9-9 “That the comment sheet be provided to the Province as the 

Regional District’s comments on Crown Land Referral No. 

159754934-004.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

PARKS AND TRAILS 

 

Bylaw for 1st, 2nd, and 3rd Reading 

 

Parks and Trails Bylaw   Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 

1st, 2nd and 3rd Reading Seconded by Director Lambert 

 

2023-9-10 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Parks Use 

Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 2023 be given first, second, and 

third reading this 10th day of August, 2023.” 
 

Opposed:  Director Stoltenberg CARRIED 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  

   

Cycle 16 Trail Phase Three  Discussion took place regarding: 

o Canada Community Building Fund (formally known as 

Federal Gas Tax Fund) review and allocation for 

2024/2025  

o Leveraging Canada Community Building funding for 

the Rural Economic Diversification and Infrastructure 

Program (RDIP) 

o Success of Phase 1 of the Cycle 16 Trail 

o RDBN Parks and Trails Service and the function of the 

service 

▪ Participation of Electoral Area A and Town of 

Smithers 

o Town of Smithers commitment to connect Cycle 16 

Trail to Town of Smithers trail network 

o Moving forward with Phase 3 rather than Phase 2 

o Staff capacity. 
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PARKS AND TRAILS (CONT’D) 

 

Cycle 16 Trail Phase Three  Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

    Seconded by Alternate Director Morgan 

 

2023-9-11 1.  “That the Board support moving forward with Phase 3 of 

the Cycle 16 Trail prior to Phase 2, in order to make 

application to the REDIP grant program. 

 

 2.    That the Board direct staff to apply to the Rural Economic 

Diversification and Infrastructure Program (REDIP) for a grant 

of up to $1,000,000 for the construction of Phase 3 of the 

Cycle 16 trail; and that the Board agree in principle to fund up 

to $500,000 of the project from Electoral Area A Gas Tax 

Reserve Funds.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 

 

Update:  Vanderhoof Transfer Moved by Director Moutray 

Station – Electronics Pilot Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson 

 

2023-9-12 “That the Board direct staff to move forward with the “one-

stop-shop” approach at RDBN Transfer Stations and operate 

all possible existing Extended Producer Responsibility 

recycling programs available in BC.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 

 

Telkwa Rural Fire Protection Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

Service Area Boundary  Seconded by Director Atrill 

Amendment Bylaw  

No. 2008, 2023 

 

2023-9-13 “That Telkwa Rural Fire Protection Service Area Boundary 

Amendment Bylaw No. 2008 be adopted this 10th day of 

August, 2023.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 

 

Community Resiliency   Moved by Director Lambert 

Investment Fund  Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 

 

2023-9-14 “That the Board send a letter to the Minister of Forests 

requesting the Province of BC reconsider the maximum 

funding a Regional District can receive to incorporate the 

mandatory Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Discussion took place regarding: 

o FireSmart funding needed for residents 

o Developing one plan for the 7 RDBN electoral areas 

o Advocating at the UBCM Convention in September 

o Municipalities collaborating with rural areas to 

support community wildfire resiliency 

o District of Houston conducted Community Wildfire 

Resiliency Planning and built a fire guard that assisted 

in wildfire mitigation for the Peacock Creek Wildfire 

event 

o Funding alternatives to continue FireSmart Program 

o FireSmart Resiliency Committee 

▪ Needs to include forest license holders, First 

Nations, and stakeholders. 

 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA  

 

ADMINISTRATION REPORT 

 

Project Award for RDBN  Moved by Director Atrill 

Community Wildfire Resiliency Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson 

 

2023-9-15 “That the Board award the contract to develop a Community 

Wildfire Resiliency Plan (CWRP) for all Electoral Areas in the 

Regional District to Frontera Forest Solutions, subject to 

funding approval from UBCM – CRI Program. The Cost of the 

CWRP is $194,756 excluding GST and will be covered through 

the Community Resiliency Investment Fund (CRI).” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Staff will bring forward a report identifying costs of the 

programs and options moving forward. 
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ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE 

 

Administration    Moved by Director Lambert 

Correspondence  Seconded by Director Brienen 

 

2023-9-16 “That the Board ratify the following Administration 

Correspondence: 

o Village of Burns Lake – CMHC’s Housing Accelerator 

Fund Application 

o Honourable Lawrence MacCauley, Minister of 

Agriculture Canada – Farmers Need Help Responding 

to the Drought Crisis in Northern B.C. 

o Honourable Marie-Claude Bibeau, Minister of 

Agriculture Canada – Regional District of Bulkley-

Nechako Drought 

o Bulkley Valley Cattlemen’s Association – Regional 

District of Bulkley-Nechako Drought.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Lakes District News - Black Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 

Press Media – Request for  Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 

Support – Stop all Advertising 

with Meta Platforms Facebook 

and Instagram 

 

2023-9-17 “That the Board receive the Lakes District News – Black Press 

Media – Request for Support – Stop all Advertising with Meta 

Platforms Facebook and Instagram.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

Break for lunch at 12:04 p.m.  

 

Reconvened at 12:47 p.m. 
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SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES 

 

Land Referral 

 

Crown Land Application  Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

Referral No. 158768218-003 Seconded by Director Moon 

-Electoral Area F (Vanderhoof 

Rural) 

 

2023-9-18 “That the comment sheet be provided to the Province as the 

Regional District’s comments on Crown Land Application 

Referral No. 158768218-003.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

BC Energy Regulator 

 

CGL Compressor Stations Moved Riis-Christianson 

Notification No. CGP-012694 Seconded by Director Greenaway 

-Electoral Area E (Francois/ 

Ootsa Lake Rural) and G 

(Houston/Granisle Rural) 

 

2023-9-19 “That the comment sheet be provided to Coastal GasLink as 

the Regional District’s comments for Compressor Stations 

Notification No. CGP-012694.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 The following was discussed: 

o Concerns regarding number and size of compressor 

stations 

o Additional information needed related to noise, dust, 

employment and the possibility of connectivity in the 

Buck Flats area 

▪ In past discussions CGL indicated they would 

review connectivity opportunities when 

moving to phase 2 and constructing 

compressor stations 

▪ Noise consideration for residents living 14 

kms from compressor station and those 

recreating in the Parrott Lake area 

o 30-day response timeline 

▪ Requesting an extension 

▪ Providing comment after the 30-day timeline  

o Invite CGL to present to the Board 
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BC Energy Regulator (Cont’d) 

 

o Regional District requirement for a Zoning Bylaw in 

order to address noise concerns 

▪ If there is no Zoning Bylaw the Province, 

ministries and agencies determine usage and 

may request comments from the Regional 

District at their discretion 

o Write a letter to the BC Energy Regulator indicating 

more information is required for the Board to provide 

meaningful comment regarding the referral and 

request additional information regarding: 

▪ Noise, access, pollution, employment, fibre 

optics and an outline of the project 

▪ Copy the letter to Coastal GasLink 

o Mitigating impacts from the proposed compressor 

station noise emissions 

o Director Newell connecting directly with Coastal 

GasLink to discuss fibre optics in Electoral Area G. 

 

ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE 

 

UBCM – 2023 Next   Moved by Director Stoltenberg 

Generation 911 Funding Seconded by Director Atrill 

– Approval Agreement &  

Terms and Conditions of Funding 

 

2023-9-20 “That the Board receive the Administration Correspondence 

from the Union of B.C. Municipalities regarding 2023 Next 

Generation 911 Funding – Approval Agreement & Terms and 

Conditions of Funding.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

 

Town of Smithers – Update Director Atrill mentioned that the Bulkley Valley Exhibition – 

BVX will be taking place August 24-27, 2023. 

 

Electoral Area E (Francois/  Director Lambert spoke of: 

Ootsa Lake Rural)-Update -    Firefighting actions in the Andrew Bay area 

o 9-16 crew members assisting daily 

o Community support 

o Very limited resources from BC Wildfire Service 

▪ BC Wildfire Service – Nadina Zone requested 

support from local contractors. 

-     Burns Lake Centennial Celebration – August 17-20th  

o Participating in the Dunk Tank on August 19th. 
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VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

 

District of Fort St. James Director Elphee provided the following update: 

-Update -     District of Fort St. James and Nak’azdli Whut’en issued a  

       boil water advisory August 4th due to water main   

       construction 

 -     Fort St. James Volunteer Fire Department responded to a  

       fire at the back of Save-on-Foods.  The fire was contained  

       to the area of origin. 

 -     Increased bear sightings. 

         

Electoral Area F (Vanderhoof  Director Moon provided the following update: 

Rural) – Update  -     Cattle Auction seeing increased numbers due to drought  

        conditions 

o Cattle Action scheduled for August 11th 

o Farmers having to take into consideration that feed 2-

3x higher and decide operations moving forward 

o Nechako Valley Fall Fair cancelled due to fire concerns 

and site being utilized by BCWS as a staging grounds 

▪ Concerns regarding groups losing income due 

to the cancellation of the event 

▪ Investigating other potential resources for 

community groups. 

o Air Scrubbers 

▪ RDBN Staff were successful in receiving a  

a grant through the United Way to purchase 

Air Scrubbers. 

 

District of Telkwa – Update Alternate Director Morgan extended the invitation to attend 

the Telkwa BBQ September 1-4, 2023.  She also noted work is 

being done to have a second daycare in the community. 

 

Electoral Area B (Burns  Director Riis-Christianson commented he attended the Parrot  

Lake Rural)-Update  Lookout Wildfire Recovery Information Session on July 24th at 

Francois Lake Hall. 

 

Village of Granisle – Update Director McGuire provided the following update: 

- Granisle Marina upgrades  

o Drone footage of the project has been completed 

o Hydro and security cameras still need to be 

installed 

- Salmon fishing has opened on Babine Lake  

- Granisle Day Celebration August 12th  

o Taylor Bachrach, MP Skeena-Bulkley Valley and 

John Rustad, MLA Nechako Lakes will be in 

attendance 

o The theme for the event is Giddy Up and Go 

 

 

 



Meeting No. 9 
August 10, 2023 
Page 12 

 

VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

 

- Increased bears coming into the community 

- Successful in receiving a grant for air conditioners and 

purifiers in the event of a heat event 

- Granisle Curling rink to be utilized for a cooling centre 

- Four long time residents of the community have recently 

passed away. 

 

Electoral Area A (Smithers/ Director Stoltenberg noted there was a fire at the Canadian   

Telkwa Rural) – Update Tire Store Garden Centre in Smithers. 

 

Electoral Area G (Houston/ Director Newell spoke of the following: 

Granisle Rural)-Update -      Ongoing discussions with CityWest regarding rural    

        Internet 

- Area Restrictions remain for the Peacock Creek Wildfire in 

Electoral Area G  

- Attended a Mine Tour of decommissioned facilities 

o Investment into treatment systems for leachate 

o Treatment in perpetuity. 

 

Village of Burns Lake – Update Director Wiebe extended an invitation to the Burns Lake 

Centennial Celebration taking place August 17-20.  Chair 

Parker will be providing an RDBN welcome address. 

 

Electoral Area C (Fort St.  Director Greenaway spoke of the following: 

James Rural)-Update -      Sharps containers being placed in the community 

- Attended a Regional Housing Strategic Meeting hosted by 

Aboriginal Housing Management Association (AHMA) 

o Discussed urban reserves 

o Investigating options in Fort St. James for 

aboriginal housing 

o Intend to visit Vanderhoof and Fraser Lake as 

well. 

- John Illes, Chief Financial Officer and Director Greenaway 

met with Northern Health regarding the Stuart Lake 

Hospital Project 

- Director Greenaway worked in the Clean Air Facility with 

air scrubbers in Fort St. James for three days during the 

wildfire event for three days and there was no attendance 

by the public. 

 

District of Houston – Update Director Brienen provided the following upate: 

- Peacock Creek Wildfire 

o 100 military personnel assisting 

o Challenging terrain 

- Past Wildfire event in 1984 that destroyed homes 

- Canfor Sawmill decision delayed. 
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VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS 

 

Chair Parker – Update Chair Parker provided the following update: 

- Continue to work on Wildfire Event 

o Contacts with Ministers and Staff 

o Need to develop a process to ensure incoming 

BCWS Incident Management Teams understand 

the role local government plays in wildfire events 

in the region 

▪ Met with the Incident Commander from 

the United States  

o Flyover of the Nechako Southeast Area Wildfires 

▪ Benefits of FireSmarting properties and 

communities 

o Toured the Canadian Armed Forces Staging 

location with Taylor Bachrach, MP Skeena-Bulkley 

Valley 

o Communications to the Board during the height 

of the wildfire event  

- Continue to work on the current drought issues in the 

region. 

 

EOC Staff Appreciation The Board expressed their appreciation to Chair Parker and 

RDBN Staff for their work and dedication during the wildfire 

event.  

 

Receipt of Verbal Moved by Director Brienen 

Reports  Seconded by Director Greenaway 

 

2023-9-21 “That the verbal reports of the various Board of Directors be 

received.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

IN-CAMERA MOTION  Moved by Director Brienen 

    Seconded by Director Stoltenberg 

 

2023-9-22 “That this meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section 

90 (1)(c) and (2)(b) of the Community Charter for the Board to 

deal with matters relating to the following:  

• Labour Relations 

• Contract negotiations.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director Lambert 

    Seconded by Director Greenaway 

 

2023-9-23   “That the meeting be adjourned at 1:51 p.m.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 

 

 

______________________________  __________________________________________________ 

Mark Parker, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate 

Services 
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• Section 16.0.4.1 by reducing the minimum setback of a structure from any Parcel 
Line from 7.5 m to 4.5 m. (to reduce the setback from Highway 16), 

• Section 3.0.8.1b by reducing the minimum setback of a building or other structure 
from the Natural Boundary of the Bulkley River from 30 m to 15 m. 

 
The subject property is divided by Highway 16. The land to the west of the Highway 
contains a dwelling which is rented to a tenant and is not currently used for recreation 
purposes. The land to the east of the Highway is used as a boat launch, day use picnic area, 
and fishing spot. 



DISCUSSION 

Land Use and ALR 

The property is zoned Agricultural (Ag1) and is within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR). 
The use of the property and the proposed structure are permitted pursuant to the Zoning 
Bylaw and ALR Use Regulations. 

Covenant on Title 

Covenant M15016 was registered on title in 1983 as a condition of subdivision. The 
covenant prohibits the construction of a building within 60 m of the natural boundary of 
the Bulkley River and 30 m from Toboggan Creek. The covenant also contains building 
elevation requirements. Covenant TG13724 modified Covenant M15016 in part by 
establishing a 30 m setback and construction elevation requirements for Trout Creek. Both 
covenants are between the property owners and the Ministry of Environment. 
 
Planning Department staff have been working with the Province for several months to 
identify a person to discuss the process to vary the building setback restrictions contained 
in the covenant.  

Land Use 

The Planning Department would 
like to have the proposed vault 
privy installed in the summer of 
2024. The facility is important as 
a public amenity to improve 
users’ experience. It is also 
necessary for public health 
reasons.   
 
The privy could be located on 
the portion of the property west 
of Highway 16. However, there 
are safety concerns with people 
crossing the highway to access 
it. 
 
Staff have identified a preferred location based on proximity to the most used area of the 
property. However, the proposed DVP does not specify a specific site. This allows flexibility 
for staff to work with the relevant agencies and the public to finalize the location prior to 
construction.   
 
A vault privy located within the proposed setbacks meets Northern Health guidelines. Both 
the Ministry of Environment and Climate Change Strategy, and the Ministry of 



Transportation and Infrastructure have reviewed the proposal for a vault privy on the 
property and have not expressed any concerns. 

PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

All property owners within 100 m 
of the subject property have been 
provided written notice of this 
application and were given an 
opportunity to comment on this 
application in writing. Written 
submissions will be made 
available at the Board meeting on 
September 28, 2023. 

ATTACHMENTS 

• Applicant Submission 

• Development Variance 
Permit A-01-23 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors 

 
 
To:   Chair and Board  

From: Cameron Kral, Planning Technician  

Date:  September 28, 2023 

Subject:  Temporary Use Permit A-03-20 Renewal Request 
 

 
RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

That the Board approve the renewal of Temporary Use Permit A-03-20 for aggregate 
processing on the property legally described as the Northeast 1/4 of Section 5, Township 4, 
Range 5, Coast District, Except Plans 8393 and PRP14394 for a three-year duration. 
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

In 2020, the Board approved the issuance of a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) to allow 
aggregate processing, which includes the crushing, screening and washing of aggregate, at 
the Steti Gravel Pit on the subject property. The TUP expires on October 22, 2023.  
Therefore, the applicant has requested a three-year renewal under the same terms, but 
with the addition of a second screener. Local Governments may renew a TUP for a 
maximum of three years. 

Staff have no concerns with the proposal and recommend that the renewal request for TUP 
A-03-20 be approved. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Name of Owner  Steffen Apperloo, Steti Transport Ltd 

Electoral Area:  A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

Subject Property: 224 Raymond Rd, legally described as the Northeast 1/4 of 
Section 5, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District, Except Plans 
8393 and PRP14394 (PID 014-019-116) 

OCP Designation: Agriculture (AG) in the Smithers Telkwa Rural Official 
Community Plan Bylaw No. 1704, 2014 (the OCP) 

Zoning: Agricultural (Ag1) in the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020 (the Zoning Bylaw) 

ALR Status: Within the ALR 

Existing Land Use: Aggregate removal and processing (Gravel Pit)                      

Location: The subject property is located at the intersection of Highway 
16 and Raymond Rd, approximately 2.8 km west of the Village 
of Telkwa and accessed from Highway 16. 

Proposal: 

The applicant is requesting a 
three-year renewal of a TUP 
to continue aggregate 
processing on the subject 
property as part of the 
operation of the existing Steti 
Gravel Pit. While the Zoning 
bylaw cannot regulate the 
removal of soil, the property 
is zoned Ag1 which does not 
permit aggregate processing.  

In 2020, the Board issued a 
TUP to allow a gravel crusher, screener and wash plant as part of the operation of the 
gravel pit. The applicant has requested one additional screener as part of this renewal 
request. Staff do not consider this change significant enough to require a new TUP 
application. Should the Board not agree, the applicant may be required to apply for a new 
TUP and undertake the required public consultation. The terms of the renewal request are 
the same as the original TUP outlined below: 



• The gravel crusher can operate for a maximum of 60 days per year. 
• The two screeners and wash plant can operate for a maximum of 180 days per year. 
• Hours of operation from 7 am to 6 pm 
• Crushing can only occur at the bottom of the gravel pit, below the surface of the 

surrounding land. 
• A four metre tall berm be maintained around the gravel pit. The berm surface must 

be uniform in nature, free from wood debris, and covered by non-invasive 
vegetation. 

• Access to the gravel pit site must be from Highway 16. 

 

TEMPORARY USE PERMITS EXPLAINED 

A TUP allows a use not permitted by zoning to occur for up to three years, with the option 
to request that the Board consider renewing the TUP for a maximum of three additional 
years. After the renewed TUP expires, the applicant may submit a new application. 

The TUP must be in accordance with the policies identified in the OCP, which allows for the 
issuance of a Temporary Use Permit on the following basis: 



“(a) The proposed temporary use will not create an amount of traffic that will adversely 
affect the natural environment, or rural character of the area. 

(b) The environment would not be negatively affected by the proposed temporary use. 

(c) The proposed temporary use will not have adverse effects on neighbouring land uses 
or property owners. 

(d) The applicant has provided, for consideration as part of the application process, a 
decommissioning and reclamation plan, if the temporary use requires a significant 
amount of capital investment in a particular location, or otherwise results in the need for 
site reclamation. 

(e) The proposed temporary use has the support of the Agricultural Land Commission if 
the land is within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).” 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 

The applicant’s Notice of Work for the 2023 to 2028 operating period, which includes the 
proposed aggregate processing activities, was recently approved by the Ministry of Energy, 
Mines and Low Carbon Innovation. Staff note that this approval restricts aggregate 
extraction within 1.5 m of the groundwater table. The applicant has also received 
Agricultural Land Commission approval for the operation of the pit until 2047. 

The proposed temporary uses do not require a significant amount of capital investment 
and there are no permanent structures proposed. Allowing gravel processing and 
extraction within the same site allows for more efficient production and reduces 
transportation requirements. 

A rural subdivision is located south of the subject property. The nearest dwelling is 
approximately 300 m from the permit area. No complaints have been received by staff 
during the previous three-year TUP period. 

In staff’s opinion the proposed uses are in accordance with the policies identified in the 
OCP. Given the conditions of the TUP and Provincial permitting process, staff do not 
anticipate any notable negative impacts on neighbouring land uses or the environment. 

ATTACHMENTS 

• TUP A-03-20 Renewal 

 



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
TEMPORARY USE PERMIT NO. A-03-20 (2023 Renewal) 

ISSUED TO:  Steffen Apperloo, Steti Transport Ltd. 

WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLLOWING LANDS:  

the Northeast 1/4 of Section 5, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District, 
Except Plans 8393 and PRP14394 (PID 014-019-116) 

1. This Temporary Use Permit authorizes the following temporary use:

The processing of gravel which is limited to the operation of a gravel crusher,
two gravel screeners, and a gravel wash plant.

2. A gravel crusher can operate for a maximum of 60 days per year.

3. The gravel screeners and wash plant can operate for a maximum of 180 days per
year.

4. Gravel processing can only occur between the hours of 7 am to 6 pm.

5. Gravel processing may not occur on Sundays.

6. Permanent structures may not be built or placed on the subject property as part
of the temporary use.

7. Gravel processing equipment may not be set up on a permanent foundation.

8. Crushing can only occur at the gravel pit floor below the surface of the
surrounding land where the surrounding land acts as a berm.

9. A berm which is 4 metres high at its lowest point, measured vertically, must be
maintained around the gravel pit and gravel processing equipment in the
location shown on Schedule A. The berm surface must be uniform and free from
wood and other debris. The surface of the berm must be maintained with a
cover of non-invasive vegetation.

10. Access to the gravel pit site must be from Highway 16.

11. The temporary use identified in Section 1 may occur only in substantial
accordance with the terms and provisions of this permit and the plans and
specifications attached hereto as Schedule A. If a term or provision of this permit
is contravened or not met, or if the property owner suffers or permits any act or
thing to be done in contravention of or in violation of any term or provision of
this permit, or refuses, omits, or neglects to fulfill, observe, carry out or perform
any duty, obligation, matter or thing prescribed or imposed or required by this



  
 

 
permit the property owner is in default of this permit, and the permit shall be 
void and of no use or effect. 

12. This Permit authorizes the temporary use identified in Section 1 of this Permit to 
occur only for a term of three years from the date of issuance of this permit or 
until the expiry of ALC approvals for the gravel processing, whichever comes 
first. 

13. As a term of this permit the owner of the land must remove all equipment from 
the land upon which the temporary use is occurring or has occurred within two 
months from the date of the expiration of this permit, unless this permit is 
renewed by the Board. 

14. This permit is not a building permit nor does it relieve the owner or occupier 
from compliance with all other bylaws of the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako applicable thereto, except as specifically varied or supplemented by 
this permit. 

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION passed by the Regional Board on the                  day  
of                                     , 2023.  

PERMIT ISSUED on the        day of                         , 2023. 

 

 

      

Corporate Administrator 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors 

 
To:   Chair and Board  

From: Danielle Patterson, Senior Planner  

Date:  September 28, 2023    

Subject:  ALR Non-Farm Use (Removal of Soil) Application No. 1258 
 

RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

1. That Agricultural Land Reserve Application No. 1258 be recommended to the 
Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) for approval. 

2. That the ALC and the Ministry of Energy, Mines and Low Carbon Innovation (MoEMLCI) 
be requested to ensure adequate invasive plant management and phased remediation 
plans on the subject property. 
 

3. That the ALC and the MoEMLC be requested to ensure the appropriate maintenance of 
the 20 m tree buffer abutting the Highway 16 right of way. 

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

The applicant is requesting Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) approval for a Non-Farm 
Use - Removal of Soil (NFU) application to remove between 2,500 and 4,999 tonnes of 
aggregate annually over the next 15 to 20 years from a 3.75 ha portion of the subject 
property. The subject property has been an aggregate extraction operation for over 20 
years. The reclamation plan states the lands will be restored for suitability for hay 
production, with an expected land use of grazing. 

Staff recommend the application be forwarded to the ALC with a recommendation to 
support. Additionally, staff recommend that the ALC and the Ministry of Energy, Mines and 
Low Carbon Innovation be requested to ensure adequate invasive plant management and 
phased site remediation plans are in place as well as the appropriate maintenance of the 
20 m tree buffer between the NFU and the Highway 16 right of way. 

  



APPLICATION SUMMARY 

Name of Agent/Owners: Chaplin Construction Ltd./Clinton & Cynthia Pidherny 

Electoral Area:  A (Smithers/Telkwa Rural) 

Subject Property: The Southeast ¼ of Section 17, Township 4, Range 5, Coast 
District, Except Plans 1299, 6996, 7016, 10073, and PRP14226 
(PID 009-082-263) 

Property Size:  38.92 ha (96.17 ac) 

OCP Designation: Agriculture (AG) in “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Smithers Telkwa Rural OCP Bylaw No. 1704, 2014” (the OCP) 

Zoning: Agricultural (Ag1) Zone in the “Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020” (the Zoning Bylaw) 

Existing Land Uses:  Agriculture, residential, and sand and gravel extraction 

Location:  2925 & 2929 Laidlaw Frontage Road, abutting Highway 16, 
approximately 1.4 km west of the Town of Smithers and 5.4 km 
from Jean Baptist 28 IR. To the north and west are hayfields. To 
the east is Hwy 16 and a multi-unit residential development. To 
the south are hayfields/treed area. 

Non-Farm Use Area: 3.75 ha (9.27 ac) 

PROPOSAL  

The applicant is requesting ALC approval for a  Non-Farm Use – Removal of Soil (NFU) to 
operate a sand and gravel pit on the subject property until 2053 (see link for ALC 
application and see link for Mine Plan). A sand and gravel pit already exists on the subject 
property and the applicant states they plan to continue extraction on the same site. 

The applicant proposes 
removing between 2,500 
tonnes and 4,999 tonnes 
of material annually over 
the next 15 to 20 years 
from a 3.75 ha (9.27 ac) 
NFU area shown in the 
subject property map 
below. The applicant 
proposes intermittent 
operations from Monday 
to Saturday, 8:00 am to 6:00 pm, excluding winters. The application states aggregate 
extraction is a minor component of the owner’s overall business operations. 

https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/1516/8867/7922/ALC_app.pdf
https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/1516/8867/7922/ALC_app.pdf
https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/3616/8867/7920/Mine_Plan.pdf


The applicant proposes screening 
and crushing in the southern 
portion of the pit for a few weeks a 
year, using an unauthorized 
crushing and screening plant 
located on the site. Staff 
communicated to the applicant that 
screening and crushing cannot 
legally occur prior to the issuance 
of a Temporary Use Permit (TUP) 
from the Regional District. The 
applicant stated their client plans to 
apply for a TUP. 

The application notes that in the 
year 2000 an approximately 5 ha 
soil and gravel stockpile area was located outside of the aggregate non-farm use area. This 
older stockpile site has not been included in this application. 

DISCUSSION 

Site and location details 

The subject property contains 3.18 ha of woodlands, a 0.92 ha field for grazing, and a tree 
buffer between Highway 16 right of way (RoW) and the extraction site. The application 
states the existing soil stockpile forms a vegetated barrier, reducing the visibility of the 
gravel operation from Highway 16. There is a residence and outbuildings on the subject 
property. The proposed NFU area is approximately 110 m (260 ft) from the nearest 
residence, approximately 150 m (~490 ft) from a multi-unit residential development, and 
approximately 460 m (~1,500 ft) from a 94-unit manufactured home park.  There are 10+ 
residences within 200 m of the proposal area. 

Official Community Plan (OCP) 

The subject property is designated Agriculture (AG) under the OCP. The intent of the 
designation is to preserve and encourage the utilization of land for agricultural purposes. 
OCP Policy 3.1.2(2) states “[t]he Provincial Ministry should ensure that agricultural lands used 
for aggregate extraction are adequately restored for agricultural purposes”. Additionally, OCP 
policies 3.1.2(6) states: 

“6) Non-farm use of agricultural land shall be avoided. Applications for exclusions, subdivisions, 
and non-farm uses within the Agricultural Land Reserve may only be considered under the 
following circumstances. 

(a) There is limited agricultural potential within the proposed area. 



(b) Soil conditions are not suitable for agriculture. 

(c) Neighbouring uses will not be compromised. 

(d) Adequate provisions for fencing are provided, where a proposed development is 
adjacent to an existing agricultural use. 

(e) The application is in the best interest of the community. 

(f) The proposed development considers and addresses potential impacts and potential 
improvements to recreational features and the environment, including wildlife habitat. 

(g) And, traffic management issues will be considered and addressed appropriately”. 

The proposal area is currently used for aggregate extraction and utilizes a tree and 
vegetation buffer rather than fencing. While the operations are near multiple dwellings, 
there are no records of complaints about the aggregate extraction operations. The 
previous Mines Act permit included considerations for traffic management issues.  

Zoning 

The property is zoned Agricultural (Ag1) pursuant to the Zoning Bylaw. The Zoning Bylaw 
cannot regulate the removal or deposit of soil. For aggregate processing (such as screening 
and crushing) to legally occur, the proposal area would require a TUP or rezoning. 

Property history 

In December 2001, the property received a Section 10 Mines Act Permit from the Ministry of 
Energy and Mines (MEMCLI). The 2001 permit contained the following conditions: 

• A 20 m tree buffer be maintained between the “Highway” and gravel pit 
development, and 

• Trucks use the west entrance off of Laidlaw Road unless there are safety 
concerns (such as school buses) requiring use of an alternate entrance. 

In February 2002, the RDBN issued a Soil Conversation Act Permit to remove soil from the 
subject property for a 3.75 ha area in the general vicinity of the current application area. In 
February 2008, the Soil Conservation Act Permit expired. 

In March 2002, a Mines Act permit was issued to Pidherny Contracting Ltd., with additional 
amendments to the permit in November 2010 and May 2016. Soil was stockpiled on the 
northeast corner of the property to reduce the visibility of the gravel operations. 

The May 2016 amendment stated the permit was valid until May 15, 2021. Further, the 
amendment clarified that a 20 m tree buffer be maintained between the Highway 16 RoW 
and the gravel extraction operation, and a 5 m buffer of undisturbed land be maintained 
along the property boundary adjacent to the extraction area. 



Reclamation plan and agricultural capability 

The applicant has provided a reclamation plan to reclaim the NFU area to become suitable 
for hay production, with an expected land use of grazing (Reclamation Plan -  see link). The 
reclamation plan states all mining infrastructure and roads will be decommissioned and 
removed from the mine site at closure. Pit walls will have 2:1 to 3:1 slope gradient; be 
covered in prepared soil material; and seeded with mixture of 30 per cent timothy, 30 per 
cent smooth brome, 20 per cent alfalfa, and 20 per cent alsike clover. 

Canada Land Inventory maps identify the agricultural capability of the subject property as 
approximately 36 per cent Class 3 soils, 17 per cent Class 4 soils, and 47 per cent Class 5 
soils (see Appendix A). Based on the application site plan, approximately 50 per cent of the 
NFU area is Class 4M, with the remainder a mix of Class 5 and Class 3. The reclamation plan 
and soil survey plan (see link) estimate soils will be Class 4AP post-reclamation.  

Staff comments 

Staff reviewed Google Earth historic imagery from 2010 and the 2023 Google Earth 
imagery, which show the 20 m tree buffer has narrowed over time. Using approximate 
measurements on aerial imagery, it appears the tree buffer is less than 20 m (~18 m) in the 
narrowest section. 

2010 Google Earth Image 

 

2023 Google Earth Image 

 

Staff recommend the NFU application for this gravel operation be supported. While the 
NFU area is near active agricultural activities and within 200 m of 10+ residences, there is 
no history of complaints about the NFU.  As the tree buffer has appeared to narrow over 
time and appears to be required to assist with dust and noise impacts, staff recommend 
the ALC and MEMCLI be requested to ensure the appropriate maintenance of the 20 m tree 
buffer. Due to the proximity to a busy highway and referral responses noting the lack of 

https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/5516/8867/7921/Reclamation_Plan.pdf
https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/7216/8867/7922/Soil_Survey_Report.pdf


details on invasive weed management, staff additionally recommend the ALC and MEMCLI 
be requested to ensure an adequate invasive plant management plan is in place. 

Given the 15-20 year proposed lifespan of the NFU use and the lack of information 
regarding the 2000-era 5 ha stockpile area, staff further recommend the ALC be requested 
to ensure appropriate phased reclamation on the subject property but have no further 
concerns regarding the 5 ha stockpile area. 

Referral Comments 

The Electoral Area A Advisory Planning Commission did not have quorum at their 
September 11, 2023 meeting. Both members present stated they recommend the Board 
support the application.  

The RDBN Agriculture Coordinator stated “invasive plants need to be monitored and treated 
on gravel pit sites as there is so much soil disturbance. Invasive plants should also be prioritized 
to prevent spread through material distribution”. 

The Ministry of Agriculture and Food (MoAF) provided a letter (see attachments), that 
includes comments about the lack of invasive plant management details and a note that 
mixing topsoil with mineral soil may reduce the agricultural potential of the lands. The 
letter stated an area of land on the west property boundary appears to be used for soil 
stockpile. Staff note that the mine reclamation plan describes an approximately 5 ha area 
of land at that location that was used to stockpile soil and gravel.  

The Town of Smithers provided a letter (see attachments), which stated, “[w]ith an intent to 
control dust and to limit the mine’s visibility from the highway, the Town suggest that the 
Applicant add vegetation along those areas of the property line abutting Highway 16 where it 
fails to meet the 20 m-wide vegetation buffer requirement as listed on the 2016-Permit.” 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Appendix A – Agriculture Capability 

2. Appendix B – Surrounding ALR Applications 

3. Submitted ALC application (see link) 

4. Applicant Reclamation Plan (see link) 

5. Applicant 2023 Mine Plan (see link) 

6. Applicant 2000 Soil Survey Report (see link) 

7. Town of Smithers referral response letter 

8. MoAF referral response letter 

https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/1516/8867/7922/ALC_app.pdf
https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/5516/8867/7921/Reclamation_Plan.pdf
https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/3616/8867/7920/Mine_Plan.pdf
https://www.rdbn.bc.ca/application/files/7216/8867/7922/Soil_Survey_Report.pdf


Appendix A 

Agricultural Capability based on Canada Land Inventory Mapping 

67.6% of the subject lands are: 

70% Class 5MP (limited by soil moisture deficiency and stoniness). 

30% Class 3M (limited by soil moisture deficiency). 

22.8% of the subject lands are: 

60% Class 3C (limited by adverse climate). 

40% Class 4M (limited by soil moisture deficiency). 

7.6% of the subject lands are 100% Class 4M (limited by soil moisture deficiency). 

2.0% of the subject lands are 100% Class 3X (limited by cumulative and minor 
adverse conditions) 

Class 3 Land in this class has limitations that require moderately intensive 
management practises or moderately restrict the range of crops, or both. 

Class 4 Land in this class has limitations that require special management practises 
or severely restrict the range of crops, or both. 

Class 5 Land in this class has limitations that restrict its capability to producing 
perennial forage crops or other specially adapted crops. 

Agricultural Capability Map 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



APPENDIX B: 

Surrounding Applications 

ALR 
Application Legal Description Summary Recommendation 

27 

Block A, W 1/2 DL 880, 
R5CD, Plan 6783 

Application to subdivide 
for residential use. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Denied 

67 

Rem SW 1/2, S21, T4, R5CD Application for 
subdivision, non-farm use 
ALR exclusion 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Approval 

ALC: NFU denied 

76 

Block 1, NE 1/4, S17, T4, 
R5CD 

Application to subdivide 
11 ac from the subject 
property. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

117 

NE 1/4, S17, T4, R5CD Application to subdivide 
19.18 ha property into 8 
parcels. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Approved 7 lot 
subdivision 
ALC: Denied 

153 

Block 1, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
5806 

Application to subdivide 5 
ac from 37.62 ac subject 
property. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

203 

Lot 3, S8, T4, R5CD, Plan 
4027 

Application to operate a 
repair shop. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Approved 

213 

Frac NW 1/4, S8, T4, R5CD, 
lying north and west of the 
Bulkley River 

Application to subdivide 
±8 ha from subject 
property. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

266 

Black A, DL 880, R5CD, Plan 
6782 

Application for exclusion 
from the ALR. 

Staff: Denial 

 Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

281 

Block 1, NW 1/4, S17, T4, 
R5CD, Plan 1671 

Application to subdivide 
1.4 ac and consolidate 
±0.5 ac with Block 6 and 
±0.9 ac with Block 5. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

309 

Frac NW 1/4, S17, T4, 
Except Block 1, 51, lying 
west of the Bulkley River as 
shown on PRP1671 

Application to subdivide 
±5 ac from subject 
property. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

328 
(Subject 

Property) 

SE 1/4, S17, T4, R5CD, 
except Plans 1299, 6996 
and 7016 

Application to subdivide 
±2 ha from subject 

Staff: Approval with 
conditions 
Board: Approval 



property to be used for a 
veterinary clinic. 

ALC: Approved 

336 

Frac NW 1/4, S8, T4, R5CD, 
lying north and west of the 
Bulkley River 

Application to use ±8 ha 
of the subject property as 
a sawmill. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

358 

NE 1/4, Sec 16, T4, R5CD Application to subdivide 
47 ha subject property 
into 22 lots of 2 ha each. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

397 

Block A, NE 1/4, S17, T4, 
R5CD 

Application to subdivide 
subject property to create 
a road. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

430 

Block 1 & 2, NW 1/4, S17, 
T4, R5CD, Plan 9513 

Application to establish a 
19-pad mobile home 
park. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Approved 

464 

DL 880A, R5CD Application to subdivide 
13.77 ha into 4.65 ha and 
9.12 ha parcels 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

492 

NW 1/4, DL 877, R5CD Application to construct a 
second dwelling on 64.8 
ha subject property. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

493 

Portions of S2, 11, 14, 22 & 
27, Township 1A, Portions 
of S21 & 29, T4, Portions of 
DLs 865 & 4268, R5CD 

Application to exclude 
land from the ALR. 

Submitted by RDBN 

Submitted by RDBN 

ALC: Approved 

550 

Frac NW 1/4, S17, except 
Plans 1671 & 10255; Lot 4, 
S18, T4, R5CD, Plan 5915 

Application to subdivide 
±1.87 ha from 28.4 ha 
parcel and consolidate 
with a 3.54 ha parcel. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

555 

Block A, DL 880, R5CD, Plan 
6782 

Application to subdivide 
15.01 ha into 4.9 ha and 
11.1 ha parcels. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

678 

Lot 2, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
11401 

Application to build a 
church on the subject 
property. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

702 

NE 1/4, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
8754 

Application to subdivide 
subject property. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

718 

NW 1/4, DL 877, R5CD Application to subdivide 
±64.75 ha into two ±32.38 
parcels. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 



731 

SW 142 ac, S17, T4, R5CD Application to subdivide 
57.5 ha into 12.7 ha and 
44.8 ha parcels. 

Staff: Conditional approval  

Board: Conditional approval 

ALC: Approved (conditions) 

738 

Lot A, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
10073 

Application to construct a 
second dwelling. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

739 

NE 1/4, S8, T4, R5CD; NE 
1/4, S5, T4, R5CD, Except 
Plans 8393 & PRP 14394 

Application to subdivide a 
±2.1 parcel 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

751 

NW 1/4, DL 877, R5CD Application to increase 
size of temporary dwelling 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

799 

Lot 2, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
8754 

Application to subdivide 
2.2 ha into 0.8 and 1.4 ha 
parcels. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denial 

830 

Part Block C, S16, T4, R5CD, 
except Plan 8749 

Application to continue 
operating Residential 
Attendance Program for 
Young Offenders 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Conditional approval 

ALC: Approved (conditions) 

878 

Lot A, S20, T4, R5CD, Plan 
10304 

Application to subdivide 4 
ha from 60 ha parcel. 

Staff: Conditional approval 

Board: Conditional approval 

ALC: Approved 

883 

Rem Block 1, S17, T4, R5CD, 
Plan 5806, Except Plan 
8753 

Application to expand 
manufactured home park, 
and construct R.V park 
and convenience store. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

914 

Block C, S16, T4, R5CD, 
Except Plan 8749 

Application to subdivide 
0.8 ac containing former 
institutional use. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

971 

Part NE 1/4, S8, T4, R5CD, 
except Plans 1264, 3293, 
3546, 4027 & 12521 

Application to construct 
an additional third 
dwelling. 

Staff: Denial 

Board: Denial 

ALC: Denied 

1000 

Lot A, S20, T4, R5CD, Plan 
10304, except Plan 
PRP41884 

Application to subdivide 
±60 ha into ±46 ha and 
±14 ha parcels as divided 
by Hwy 16. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved (conditions) 

1005 

Lot A, S8, T4, R5CD, Plan 
PRP43710 

Application to subdivide 
±19.22 ha into ±2.02 ha 
and ±5.76 ha parcels 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

1039 Staff: Approval 



Block 1, S17, T4, R5CD, 
Except Plans 8753 & 
EPP1193 

Application to subdivide 
2.95 ha from subject 
property. 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved (conditions) 

1082 

Lot A, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
10073 

Application for non-farm 
use. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approval 

1090 

Lot 3, S20, T4, R5CD, 
BCP25354 

Application to subdivide 2 
parcels as divided by Hwy 
16 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved 

1152 

Lot 2, S8, T4, R5CD, Plan 
4027 

Application for non-farm 
use to rent a 3000 ft2 
carpentry shop. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Denied 

1171 

Lot 2, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
11401 

Application for non-farm 
use to continue a sheet 
metal fabricating 
business. 

Staff: Conditional approval 

Board: Conditional approval 

ALC: Approved (conditions) 

1226 

Block C, S16, T4, R5CD, Plan 
6397, Except Plans 8749 & 
PRP47360; Lot 1, S16, T4, 
R5CD, Plan PRP47360 

Application for non-
adhering residential to 
allow 18 existing 
dwellings. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Denied 

1232 

Lot 2, S17, T4, R5CD, Plan 
11401 

Application for non-farm 
use to allow existing sheet 
metal fabrication 
business. 

Staff: Approval 

Board: Approval 

ALC: Approved (conditions) 

Surrounding Applications Map 

 

 

 



 

 
 
Ministry of 
Agriculture and 
Food 

 
Extension and Support 
Services Branch 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9120, Stn Prov Gov 
Victoria, BC  V8W 9B4 

 
Web Address:  
http://gov.bc.ca/agri 

 

September 6, 2023 
 
Local government file: ALR 1258 
ALC ID: 68105 
 
Danielle Patterson, Senior Planner 
Planning Department 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
VIA EMAIL: Danielle.Patterson@rdbn.bc.ca 
 
Re: ALC Non-Farm Use (Removal of Soil) referral – Laidlaw Frontage Road - sand and 
gravel extraction operation (PID: 009-082-263) 
 
Dear Danielle Patterson, 
 
Thank you for providing Ministry of Agriculture and Food (Ministry) staff with the 
opportunity to comment on a proposed Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) application to 
continue sand and gravel extraction within a 3.75-hectare portion of the subject 38.9-
hectare parcel located within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).  
 
Ministry staff offer the following comments: 
 

• The parcel is located within the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR), a provincial zone in 
which agriculture is recognized as the priority use. Farming is encouraged and non-
agricultural uses are restricted. 
 

• Ministry staff note the subject parcel appears to have two civic addresses, 2925 and 
2929 Laidlaw Frontage Road. One address is listed on the ALC application (2929) 
while the other (2925) is on the Regional District referral. The Regional District may 
want to clarify this in future correspondence. 
 

• The proposal is to continue extraction activities until 2053. Ministry staff note 
however that the Regional District referral report and a submitted Mine Plan 
(Pidherny: Laidlaw Pit Mine Plan 2023-2053, A.J. Pardoe, dated January 10, 2023) 
references the applicant’s intention to also pursue screening and crushing. In 
addition, air photo imagery of the subject parcel shows a second area, outside of 
the application area (west of the gravel pit adjacent to the hayfield), that appears to 

http://gov.bc.ca/agri
mailto:Danielle.Patterson@rdbn.bc.ca


be potentially used for stockpiled product. These additional uses, (and Plan), do not 
appear to be described in (or attached to) the submitted ALC application. The 
Regional District may want to review this with the ALC and applicant to clarify these 
additional uses as it relates to the applicant’s proposal.  
 

• Related to this, as described in the referral report, the subject parcel’s current 
zoning and OCP designation would appear to require, at a minimum, a Temporary 
Use Permit (TUP) to allow for screening and crushing activities. Regional District 
staff may want to confirm with the applicant their intention to apply for either TUPs 
for the next 30 years or zoning and OCP amendments as part of their proposal, if 
not done so already, and potentially provide that information to the ALC for greater 
clarity. 
 

• Ministry staff note the ALC has published ALC Policy P-13 (Reclamation Plans for 
Aggregate Extraction) (adopted April 2021) which provides considerable guidance 
on what topics should be included for submitted reclamation plans. Regional 
District staff may want to review this document, including Appendix A ‘Best 
Management Practices for Aggregate Extraction Activities Occurring in the 
Agricultural Land Reserve’, with the applicant, if not done so already, to ensure 
consistency with ALC policy and identify any outstanding gaps if any, with the 
updated submitted Reclamation Plan, and accompanying previous 2000 Plan. 

 
• The proposal’s Reclamation Plan states following extraction activities, the project 

will improve the 3.75-hectare area to an agricultural capability of 4A(P) suitable for 
hay production with an intended grazing agricultural use, and mix topsoil with 
mineral soil if required (Section 4.1-4.2, PDF page 11). Ministry staff note that this 
latter activity may incidentally reduce the quality of the topsoil and hence, reduce 
its agricultural potential when resurfacing during reclamation of the site. 

 
• Gravel pits are continually disturbed sites, perfect for the establishment of invasive 

plants. Weeds can greatly reduce the productivity of agricultural areas and under 
the provincial Weed Control Act the land occupier has a legal obligation to control 
noxious weeds on the site. Ministry staff note that in the Invasive Plant 
Management section of the Reclamation Plan (Section 4.3, PDF page 14) provides 
no specific schedule of surveying and removal of invasive plants to be performed or 
special emphasis on cleaning equipment prior to being brought on site.  
 

• The proposal’s Reclamation Plan also states that a $5,000 financial liability 
protection is currently held by the ALC for reclamation purposes (Section 4.10 PDF 
page 4.10). This amount would appear low given recent inflationary rates and over 
twenty years since it was calculated. Given the proposal’s projected timeframe, the 
Regional District may want to review this amount with the applicant in 
consideration that an adjusted account may be required if approved by the ALC. 

https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/legislation-and-regulation/policies/alc_-_policy_p-13_reclamation_plans_for_aggregate_extraction.pdf
https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca/assets/alc/assets/legislation-and-regulation/policies/alc_-_policy_p-13_reclamation_plans_for_aggregate_extraction.pdf
https://www.bclaws.gov.bc.ca/civix/document/id/complete/statreg/00_96487_01


 
• Ministry staff also note the Regional District’s Referral Report comments regarding 

the discrepancy between the ALC’s 2001 requirement for a 20-meter tree buffer 
and the existing 5-meter buffer (PDF page 4). Regional District staff may want to 
clarify the applicant’s intentions to resolve this inconsistency and whether will be 
part of this proposal. 

 
• As stated, the proposed extraction activities include a commitment to reclamation 

for agricultural purposes following decommission. While the agricultural capability 
of the land could be improved, it will take more than three decades for the site to 
see those benefits. 

 
If you have any questions or concerns about our comments, please do not hesitate to 
contact Ministry staff. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Gregory Bartle, Land Use Planner  
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Phone: (778) 974-3836 
Email: Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca  

Karen Tabe, Regional Agrologist 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
Ph: 236 409-2004 
Email: Karen.Tabe@gov.bc.ca  

 
Email copy: Agricultural Land Commission, ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca   
 

mailto:Gregory.Bartle@gov.bc.ca
mailto:Karen.Tabe@gov.bc.ca
mailto:ALC.Referrals@gov.bc.ca


 

 

PO Box 879, 1027 Aldous Street, Smithers, BC  V0J 2N0 

Telephone (250) 847-1600 ~ Fax (250) 847-1601 ~ www.smithers.ca 

 
 

 

 

August 23, 2023                                                                                       File: ALR 1258 
         
 
EMAIL: danielle.patterson@rdbn.bc.ca 
 
 
Danielle Patterson 
Senior Planner 
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako, 
37 3rd Avenue / PO Box 820, Burns Lake, BC, V0J 1E0 
 
Dear Ms. Patterson, 
 
Re: Referral Response for Zoning Bylaw Amendment RZ A-01-23  
 
Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment on the ALC application No. 1258, for a 
Non-Farm Use approval for 2925 Laidlaw Frontage Road, legally described as the 
Southeast ¼ of Section 17, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District, Except Plans 1299, 
6996, 7016, 10073, and PRP14226 (PID 009-082-263), abutting Highway 16, 
approximately 1.4 km west of the Town of Smithers. Staff reviewed the application and 
the referral report received on July 20, 2023.  

Based on the details available -- including the additional information provided by RDBN 
staff in a separate email dated August 9, 2023 -- the Town has no concerns regarding the 
subject ALR application. With an intent to control dust and to limit the mine’s visibility from 
the highway, the Town suggest that the Applicant add vegetation along those areas of the 
property line abutting Highway 16 where it fails to meet the 20 m-wide vegetation buffer 
requirement as listed on the 2016-Permit. 
 
Should you have any questions on this letter, please contact the undersigned at 250-847-
1600 or dchandran@smithers.ca.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Deepa Chandran 
Planner, Town of Smithers  
 
 
CC: Mark Allan, Director of Development Services, Town of Smithers, mallen@smithers.ca 
        Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning, RDBN,Jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca   
 
 
n:\development services\regional district of bulkley-nechako\referrals\2023\alr 1258\referral response rdbn.docx 

http://www.smithers..ca/
mailto:danielle.patterson@rdbn.bc.ca
mailto:dchandran@smithers.ca
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

STAFF REPORT 

 

TO:  Chair and Board 

FROM:  Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning 

DATE:  September 28, 2023 

SUBJECT:   District of Fort St. James Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw 

Amendments – Proposed Stones Bay Road Subdivision 

 

RECOMMENDATION      (all/directors/majority) 

That staff inform the District of Fort St. James that the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

has no concerns with Official community Plan Bylaw No. 872, 2010, and Zoning Bylaw No. 

738, 2001.   

 

DISCUSSION 

The OCP and Rezoning 

The District of Fort St. James has received an application to amend their Official Community 

Plan to redesignate lands at the intersection of Stones Bay Road and Highway 27 from 

Rural Residential to Urban Residential and rezone the lands from Rural B to Residential - 

Single Family to permit development of a residential subdivision.   

The District is asking the RDBN if it has “issues or concerns regarding changing the 

designation of the subject lands from rural to urban, which will permit housing density of 

one single family dwelling per 500m2 parcel on fully serviced lots.”   

Staff have no concerns regarding the proposed applications, as the RDBN’s interests 

appear to be unaffected.   

The Subdivision Plan 

The District has provided a preliminary subdivision plan as part of their referral package.  

The referral indicates that the applicant will host a public information session and design 

workshop prior to a public hearing respecting the bylaw amendments.  Staff support the 

extra efforts being made to review the preliminary subdivision plan.  Staff have several  

concerns regarding the plan, which have been passed on to District staff.    

ATTACHMENTS  

District of Fort St. James August 25, 2023 Referral Letter 
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August 25, 2023 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
37 3rd Ave 

Burns Lake BC 

VOJ lEO 

Jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca 

Dear Jason Llewellyn 

District of Fort St. James 
477 Stuart Drive West, PO Box 640 

Fort St. James, BC V0J IP0 

Phone 250 996 8233 Fax 250 996 2248 

www.fortstjames.ca 

OFFICE OF ADMINISTRATION 

RE: Referral - District of Fort St. James Official Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw 

Amendments - Proposed Stones Bay Road Subdivision 

The District of Fort St. James has received an application to amend Official Community Plan Bylaw 

No. 872, 2010, and Zoning Bylaw No. 738, 2001. The applicant is seeking amendments that will 

redesignate the subject lands, located at the intersection of Stones Bay Road and Highway 27, 

from Rural Residential to Urban Residential and rezone the property from Rural B to Residential 

- Single Family to permit development of a residential subdivision of approximately 50 serviced

lots. The subject lands are shown in red on the map included in this correspondence.

As part of the bylaw amendment review, we are providing opportunities for comment from 

stakeholders including government agencies, First Nations, community organizations, service 

providers, and the public. 

An OCP sets out the community vision for the plan area and contains statements of goals and 

objectives related to land use and development that are identified in consultation with the 

community. An OCP also contains policies and direction specific to the objectives of the plan. 

These policies are used to guide decisions on planning and land use management in the 

municipality. For more information and to find a copy of the current Fort St James OCP, please 

visit our website at: www.fortstjames.ca. 

A zoning bylaw implements the vision of the OCP by establishing zones and setting out the uses 

permitted in each zone. 

The purpose of this letter is to provide your organization with an opportunity to provide any 

preliminary comments you may have with respect to the proposed OCP and zoning bylaw 

amendments. We are specifically asking if there are any issues or concerns regarding changing 

the designation of the subject lands from rural to urban, which will permit housing density of one 
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single family dwelling per 500m2 parcel on fully serviced lots. Under the current OCP designation 

and zoning, a density of one home per 2-hectare property is permitted. 

The preliminary subdivision site plan is attached for your information. The applicant has indicated 

a willingness to change the plan based on feedback from stakeholders and the public, so the site 

plan may change before the subdivision application is finalized. 

Comments received now will help inform Council's decision regarding the proposed zoning and 

OCP amendments. 

The subdivision applicant will host a public information session and design workshop prior to a 

public hearing respecting the bylaw amendments. We would like to invite you to the session and 

will send further information once the date and time have been determined. 

If you have any comments or questions relating to the District of Fort St. James Official 

Community Plan and Zoning Bylaw amendments, please do not hesitate to contact the District at 

250-996-8233 or by email at corporate@fortrstjames.ca.

�L 
Gwendolyn Kennedy 

Corporate Officer 

Attach.: Stones Bay Subdivision preliminary site plan 







Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors 

 
To:   Chair and Board  

From: Danielle Patterson, Senior Planner 

Date:  September 28, 2023 

Subject:  Rogers Communications Telecommunications Installation (W6623) Referral 
   Request for Concurrence 

 

RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

That the Regional District Board direct staff to send a letter to Rogers Communications 
stating that the RDBN has no objection to the proposed communication tower. 
 

DISCUSSION 

The Regional District has received a 
Rogers Communications (Rogers) 
referral request for concurrence 
regarding the construction of a 
telecommunications tower to provide 
wireless service around Highway 16, 
between Vanderhoof and the Carmen 
Hill area.  

Rogers proposes installing a 35-metre tri-pole lattice wireless telecommunications tower 
with equipment storage on private land. The Regional District cannot regulate 
telecommunications towers under federal jurisdiction. The proposal is on lands zoned 
Agriculture (Ag1) and the siting complies with Ag1 setbacks. The use complies with Zoning 
Bylaw No. 1800 which permits unattended utilities in all zones and the siting complies with 
zoning regulations for site triangles on corner lots (no structure exceeding a height of 0.6 m 
within 6 m of road). 

The application area is within the Agricultural Land Reserve. The applicant states they 
consulted with the Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) who stated the tower cannot be 
regulated by the ALC because it is under federal jurisdiction. 

Innovation, Science and Economic Development Canada (ISED) Consultation 
Requirements 

ISED has a public consultation policy that proponents must follow prior to the placement of 
communication towers. This policy requires proponents to consult with local land use 



authorities prior to construction. The Regional District relies on ISED’s default public 
consultation process, as outlined below.  

The proponent must:  

1. Provide written notification to the public, the land-use authority and Industry 
Canada of the proposed antenna system installation or modification.  

2. Engage the public and land-use authority to address relevant questions, comments, 
and concerns regarding the proposal.  

3. Provide the public and land-use authorities with the opportunity to respond in 
writing to the proponent’s ability to address reasonable and relevant concerns.  

The aim of consultation with the land-use authority is:  

• to discuss site options, 

• ensure that local processes related to antenna systems are respected, 

• address reasonable and relevant concerns from the land-use authority and the 
community; and,  

• obtain land-use authority concurrence in writing.  

Rogers Consultation with the Public 

The attached public notice was published in both the digital and paper formats of the 
Vanderhoof Omineca Express in the July 27, 023 and August 17, 2023 issues. Letters were 
sent to the nine landowners/occupiers within the radius of three times the tower height (105 
m) requesting comments and a tenth letter was sent to a landowner with an access 
easement within the 105 m radius. As of August 31, 2023, Rogers received no comments 
from the public. 

Planning Staff Comments 

Planning staff have no concerns regarding the location of the proposed 
telecommunications tower. The Planning Department consulted with the Economic 
Development Department, which has no comments regarding this proposal. 

ATTACHMENT:  

Rogers referral package dated September 11, 2023 



 

 September 11th, 2023 

VIA email: Curtis.helgesen@rdbn.bc.ca 

Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer  
Regional District Bulkley Nechako (RDBN)  
37 3rd Ave, PO Box 820 
Burns Lake, BC  V0J 1E0 
 

 Dear Curtis;  

Re:     Request for Concurrence - Proposed Rogers Telecommunications Installation (W6623 Weneez) 
Address:  Carman Hill Rd & Harman Hill West Road and Highway 16 E, Prince George, BC 
Legal:   PID 015-730-417 
Coordinates:   N 53.955 °, W -123.96111° 
Rogers Site: W6623 Weneez_Toews 

 
Rogers is committed to establishing a network backbone throughout British Columbia to meet the growing demands for 
connectiveity and wireless services, and to provide competition and choice to communities.  The proposed tower site at 
7360 Highway 16E, Vanderhoof BC  on privately owned land in the Agricultural zone, is an integral componant of fufilling 
on that commitment.  

In compliance with Innovation Science and Economic Development Canda’s “Default Consultation Process” as described in 
the CPC-2-0-03 Radio Braodcasting Antennas Circular and with  the advisment of the Regional District of Bulkley Nechako 
Planning Department, a public consultation has been conducted for this proposed project.  The consultation process 
included;  

~ Providing Information Packages and the opportunity to comment to land owners/land interests within the 
proposed tower radius of 105m, three (3) times tower height  

~ Providing Information Packages and the opportunity to comment to residences within the proposed tower radius 
of 105M, three (3) times tower height 

~ Publishing a Public Notice in the Vanderhoof Omineca Express July 27, 2023 and again August 17, 2023 providing 
information on the proposed site and inviting the public to comment. The Public Notice ran for two (2) separate 
week-long runs during the consultation period, in both paper and digital formats .  

 
The above consultation process was open for comment from July 27th to August 31 2023, and  yielded no comments from 
the interested parties, land owners or the public as of 5pm August 31, 2023.  

As part of our informal process,  and in an effort to progress in alignment with the local land interests, Rogers queried the 
Regional District of Bulkley Nechako about preferred processes regarding the proposed consultation process, the proposed 
tower location and proposed tower design, to ensure the project would be supportable by the RDNB.  The response we 
received was:  

• Communication towers are considered an unattended utility and are permitted in all zones. 
• This proposed site does fall within ALR Lands; however, Rogers has confirmed with the B.C. Agricultural Land 

Commission (ALC) that as telecommunications towers are federally regulated, the ALC does not have jurisdiction 
over their construction or operation within the ALR, therefore, applications and approvals from the ALC are not 
required for this installation. 

• The 50-metre setback of the proposed tower meets the both the Agriculture Zone (Ag1) setback requirements and 
the Site Triangle requirements of RDBN Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020. 

• All proposed fencing will meet Sight Triangle requirements in the Zoning Bylaw as required.  
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Lastly, to further verify the proposed location and design were workable for the area, Rogers performed the necessary 
searches and assesments confirming the site will not cause interference with other broadcasting radio antenna in the area. 
This includes  both Navigation and Transport Canada, who have clearance for the proposed site and have no requirments 
at this time.   

With the  conclusion of the consultation process Rogers is respectfully requesting a resolution of  concurrence for the 
proposed W6623 Weneez Telecommunication Installation from the Regional District of Bulkley Nechako, and a Letter of 
Concurrence reflecting  that decision and  outlining  the following points:  

~ The RDBN is satisfied with Rogers consultation process, as outlined in ISED’s Default Public Consultation Process 
~ That the RDBN  has been consulted and concurs with the proposed tower location   
~ The proposed tower is a permited use   
~ The proposed design and location are acceptable to the RDBN 

Please find the attached documentation in support of the above concurrence requests;  

1. Information Package provided to the public, stakeholders and property owners including: 
a. Map of Consultation Area  
b. Preliminary Drawings of the Proposed Site  
c. Photosimulations of the site depicting what the installation will look like on completion 

2. Newspaper ad published in the Vandserhoof Omineca Express on July 27 2023 and again August 17 2023 in both 
digital and paper formats and invoice evidencing payment for same. 

3. Consultation Summary containing a list of all parties contacted and the comments received, as well as the final 
responses. 

 
Should you have any questions, please feel free to contact Core One Consulting Ltd, as agents for Rogers Communications 
on this project.  
 
Respectfully,  
Agents for Rogers Communications Ltd. 

 

Randy Funkhouser 
Senior Project Manager, Network Infrastructure Projects 
Core One Consulting Ltd.  
 
CC:    
Jason Llewellyn   email: jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca  
Daniel Paterson   email: danielle.patterson@rdbn.bc.ca  
Shirley Moon, Director Electoral Area F                              email:shirley.moon@rdbn.bc.ca 
Brandon Gerritsen, ROGERS Communications Inc.  email: brandon.gerritsen@rci.rogers.com  
Innovation Science and Economic Development Canda 
Northern BC and Yukon District Office      email: spectrumprincegeorge-princegeorgespectre@ised-isde.gc.ca 
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Please accept this notification regarding the proposed Rogers Communication Inc. (Rogers) wireless 

improvements in your community. 

 
SUBJECT: Telecommunication facility proposal 

PID: 015-730-417 

LEGAL: THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 23 TOWNSHIP 2 RANGE 

4 COAST DISTRICT EXCEPT PLAN 3756 

ADDRESS: 7360 Highway #16E, Vanderhoof BC 

COORDINATES: Lat: 53.95501, Long: -123.96132 
 

 

 

 

Dear Owner Occupant, 

What is Rogers Proposing? 
Rogers Communications Inc. (“Rogers”) is committed to investing in British Columbia, connecting rural communities 
by improving access to wireless service. Rogers is proposing to build a 35-metre Tri-pole lattice tower with 
equipment storage at the base all enclosed in a 20x20 metre securely fenced compound. The tower would support 
12 antennas. The proposed location for the structure is on private land, located at 7360 Highway #16E, Vanderhoof 
BC. The site of the installation is zoned as Agricultural land. This site location has been chosen to provide more 
needed coverage along Highway #16E and the Weneez area. 

 

Rogers identified existing structures in the areas, and there are no other available structures offering a minimal 
height of 35 metres in the vicinity. The closest newly built structure is a TELUS tower, 650 metres to the north- 
west, which is too short and will not meet the Rogers Radio Frequency Engineers coverage objective along Highway 
#16E and for the surrounding area. 

 
Regulatory Authority 
Telecommunication providers are required by Innovation, Science, and Economic Development Canada (ISED), to 
consult with the local municipality and the general public regarding new installations. ISED has exclusive jurisdiction 
over the approval and placement of telecommunications installations but the Default Consultation Process outlined 
in the CPC 2-0-03 Radio Communications and Broadcast Antenna Systems provides an opportunity for residents, 
stakeholders and landowners to obtain detailed information regarding the proposal and to provide comments for 
consideration. Any inquiries that are received as a result of this notification will be responded to logged and 
submitted to the Regional District of Bulkley- Nechako and ISED as part of our application for concurrence. More 
information on this process can be found at: https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/spectrum-management-
telecommunications/en/learn-more/key-documents/procedures/client-procedures-circulars-cpc/cpc-2-0-03-
radiocommunication-and-broadcasting-antenna-systems 
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Local Municipality 
The Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Electoral Area F does not currently have a telecommunications consultation 
process, and as such, ISED’s (CPC-2-0-03) Default Consultation Process will be followed. This process requires all 
properties within three times the structure height be notified (in this instance those within approx. 105 metres). This 
notification is to provide the opportunity to obtain information regarding the proposal, ask questions and provide 
comments. The closing period for comments to be received by Rogers is August 31 2023. 

Site Operations 
If the tower location is approved, construction is anticipated to take 45 to 60 days. Once complete, the site will be 
accessed for routine maintenance visits which typically take place once or twice a year. To safeguard the site, the 
tower base and equipment shelter will be enclosed in 20X20 metre fenced and locked compound. There are small 
cooling fans located inside the equipment shelters that are no louder than a residential air conditioner. Rogers 
confirms that the antenna structure described in this notification package will apply good engineering practices 
including structural adequacy. 

 
Is the proposed tower site safe? 
Rogers attests this telecommunication tower will be installed and operated on an ongoingly basis so as to comply 
with Health Canada’s Safety Code 6, as may be amended from time to time, for the protection of the general public, 
including any combined effects of nearby installations with in the local radio environment. Additional information 
on health and safety may be found on-line at;   https://www.canada.ca/en/health-canada/services/health-risks-
safety/radiation/occupational-exposure-regulations/safety-code-6-radiofrequency-exposure-guidelines.html 
 

Environmental 

Rogers confirms that the installation is excluded from environmental assessment under the Canadian Environmental 

Assessment Act, and municipal environmental regulations will be followed. 

 

Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) 

Rogers has confirmed with the B.C. Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) that as telecommunications towers are 

federally regulated, applications and approvals from the ALC is not required for this installation. 

 

Transport Canada 
The tower will not require aeronautical markings or lighting as per Transport Canadas Aeronautical Assessment. 

 

General Information 

General information relating to antenna systems is available on ISED’s Spectrum Management and 
Telecommunications website: http://www.ic.gc.ca/eic/site/ic-gc.nsf/eng/07422.html. 

 

The maps and diagrams below show the specific location of the proposed tower site. As well, there are 
diagrams of both the proposed design and photo simulations providing an impression of what the structure 
will look like upon completion. 
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How to Comment 
The public is welcome to comment on the proposal by the end of the business day Aug 31 2023 with respect to 
 this matter. Comments may be posted or emailed, and will be acknowledged and addressed in accordance with  
ISED Default Consultation Process as defined in the CPC 2-0-03 circular for Radio Communications and Broadcast 
Antenna Systems. 
https://ised-isde.canada.ca/site/spectrum-management-telecommunications/en/learn-more/key-
documents/procedures/client-procedures-circulars-cpc/cpc-2-0-03-radiocommunication-and-broadcasting-
antenna-systems 

 
 
 

Mail: Email: 

Rogers Communication Inc. 
W6623 Weneez Comments@coreoneconsulting.com 
C/O Core One Consulting Ltd. RE: W6623 Weneez Tower Site 
229 – 18525 53rd Avenue 
Surrey BC, V3S 7A4 
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Visual Photo Simulation      Carman Hill Road & Carman Hill West Road and Hyw 16. 
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Visual Photo Simulation: Carman Hill Road & Carman Hill West Road and Hyw 16.  
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What exactly is the tower design? 
Below please see the proposed layout, showing the tower and equipment compound location. The tower will be supporting for 12 
antennas, as well as a shed for radio equipment at the base of the tower. The tower and equipment will be contained to a 20X20 
Metre compound surrounded by security fencing. 
 
 
Proposed Tower Profile     

 
 
 
Antenna Specifications  
 
The 35M tower will initially host six (3) FFV4S4-65C-R7-V2 
Antennas. Each Antenna panel is approximately 498 X 2428 mm 
in size (1’ 6” x 7’9”) Space for an addition of twelve (12) future 
antennas has been secured.  Three (3) of which will be the same 
as those listed above, and Six (6) an equal mix of the AIR3258 and 
AIR 3228 Antennas, approximately 793 X 408 mm (1’3” X 2’6”).  
In addition to the panel antennas a W0535 Microwave antenna 
will be seated at the top of the tower.  
 
The type and size of the last three (3) antennas and a small 
microwave have yet to be determined. 
 
As well a 2863 X 2073mm (9’8” X 6’5”) equipment shed would be 
constructed at the base of the tower.  
 
The entire installation will be housed in a 30 X30 M fenced 
compound  
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Contact Information 
 
 

RE: W6623 Weneez Tower Site 
Agents for Rogers Communications Inc. 
Core One Consulting Ltd 

229- 18525 53rd Ave Surrey, BC, V3S 7A4 
Email: comments@coreoneconsulting.com 

 
 
 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Jason Llewellyn, RPP. MCIP 
Director of Planning Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
37 3rd Avenue, PO Box 820 
Burns Lake, British Columbia V0J 1E0 
Telephone: 1-800-320-3339 / 250-692-3195 

Fax: 250-692-3305 
Email: Jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca 

 
 
 
 

ISED 
Northern British Columbia and Yukon District Office 
280 Victoria Street, Room 203 
Prince George BC, V2K 4X3 
Telephone: 1-800-667-3780 or 250-561-5291 
Fax: 250-561-5290 
Email: spectrumprincegeorge-princegeorgespectre@ised-isde.gc.ca 
(By appointment only) 
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COMMENT SHEET 
TELECOMMUNICATIONS FACILITY PROPOSAL 

ROGERS SITE: W6623 WENEEZ 

PID: 015-730-417 

LEGAL: THE SOUTH 1/2 OF THE SOUTHWEST 1/4 OF SECTION 23 TOWNSHIP 

2 RANGE 4 COAST DISTRICT EXCEPT PLAN 3756 

ADDRESS: 7360 Highway #16E, Vanderhoof BC 

COORDINATES: Lat: 53.95501, Long: -123.96132 

 
 

1. Do you feel this is an appropriate location for the proposed facility? 
 Yes 
 No 

Comments: 

 
 
 

2. Are you satisfied with the appearance / design of the proposed facility? If not, what changes would you 
suggest? 

 Yes 
 No 

Comments 

 
 

3. Additional Comments 
 
 
 

Please provide your name and full mailing address if you would like to be informed about the status of this 
proposal. This information will not be used for marketing purposes; however, your comments will only be used by 
Rogers in satisfying ISED’s Default Public Consultation (CPC 2-0-03 Radio Communication and Broadcast Antenna 
Systems) requirements. The closing period for comments to be received by Rogers is   Aug 31,2023. 

 

Name:   
Email Address:    
Mailing Address:     

 
 
 

Rogers Telecommunications Ltd. 

C/O Core One Consulting Ltd. 

229-18252 53rd Avenue, Surrey BC, V3S 7A4 
Reference: W6623 Weneez 

Attention: Erin Ingvaldson, Program Manager, Network Infrastructure Projects 













CONSULTATION SUMMARY  
ROGERS COMMUNICATIONS INC. PROPOSED TOWER SITE:   

W6623 WENEEZ 
 

 

PREPARED BY CORE ONE CONSULTING LTD. 
229 – 18525 53RD Ave 
Surrey, BC V3S 7A4 

Phone: 778-805-2166 
website:  www.coreoneculting.com 

Page 3 of 3 

Information Package   

Sam Henderson,   Sam.Henderson@rci.rogers.com  July 21, 2023 Email  Consultation Launch   
Information Package     

Sandra George , IC Team   Sandra.george@rci.rogers.com July 21, 2023 Email Consultation Launch   
Information Package     

        
 
 
 
 

 
 



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors 

 

To:   Chair and Board  

From: Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning  

Date:  September 28, 2023 

Subject:  Adoption for Parks and Trails Bylaw No. 1989, 2023  

 

RECOMMENDATION:       (all/directors/majority) 

That “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Parks Use Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 2023” be 
adopted. 
 

BACKGROUND 

With the establishment of a Parks and Trails Service, and the ongoing operation of several 
regional parks and trails, the RDBN is in need of a bylaw to establish procedures regarding 
their operation, and regulations regarding use by the public.   

“Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Parks Use Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 2023” does 
the following: 

• establishes the authority for posting and enforcing rules, and managing parks and 
trails operations; 

• authorizes the enforcement options available to the RDBN including ticketing;  
• outlines prohibited activities and behaviors in parks and on trails; 
• provides regulations regarding the use of motor vehicles, e-bikes, and boats; 
• establishes hours of operations; and 
• establishes a process for the issuance of park use permits. 

This bylaw was presented to the Board for preliminary review at the Board’s July 13th 
meeting.  No changes to the bylaws were requested at that time. The bylaw was given 1st, 
2nd, and 3rd reading at the Board’s August 10th meeting and is now presented to the Board 
for consideration of adoption.   

ATTACHMENT:  

Proposed “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Parks Use Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 
2023”. 



REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
PARKS USE REGULATIONS BYLAW NO. 1989, 2023 
 

A Bylaw to regulate the use of Regional District parks and trails.  

 

WHEREAS the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako has established services for the 
purpose of providing parks; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako may, by bylaw, regulate the 
use of parks; 
 
NOW THEREFORE the Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako, in open 
meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1. TITLE 
 

1.1. This bylaw may be cited as “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Parks 
Use Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 2023”. 

 
2. DEFINITIONS AND INTERPRETATION 
 

2.1. In this bylaw the following definitions apply: 

"Authorized Person" means a Bylaw Enforcement Officer for the 
Regional District, a Regional District employee whose job description 
involves administration of this bylaw; a member of the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police or other Peace Officer, and any person 
having a contract with the Regional District regarding the operation or 
administration of a Park.    

“Bicycle” means a device, including a Class 1 e-bike, having any 
number of wheels that is propelled by human power and on which a 
person may ride but does not include a skateboard, roller skates or in-
line roller skates. 

"Boat" means any device which is intended to operate on, in, or 
under water, but does not include aircraft. 

“Camp" means to set up a tent or shelter intended for overnight use 
or take up temporary overnight abode in a Park with or without 
shelter. 

“Class 1 e-bike" means a Bicycle equipped with a motor that provides 
assistance only when the rider is pedaling (pedal assist) and that 
ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches 32 kilometers 



  
 

 
per hour and has a maximum continuous wattage output of 500 
watts. A Class 1 e-bike is also a Bicycle.   

“Class 2 e-bike” means a Bicycle equipped with a motor that can be 
used exclusively to propel the bicycle (throttle equipped) and that 
ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches 32 kilometers 
per hour. A Class 2 e-bike is also a Motor Vehicle.     

“Class 3 e-bike means a Bike equipped with a motor that provides 
assistance at speeds in excess of 32 kilometers per hour.  A Class 3 e-
bike is also a Motor Vehicle.     

“Dog Owner” means any person who brings a dog into a Park or has 
custody of a dog in a Park. 

“Facility” means all buildings, structures, improvements, equipment 
or any other installation or possession of the Regional District or 
Authorized Person in a Park. 

“Firearm” means any device that propels a projectile by means of 
explosion, spring, air, gas, string, wire or elastic material or any 
combination of those things. 

“Fireworks” means any device that explodes or burns to produce 
visual or sound effects or as defined under the Fireworks Act. 

“Horse Owner” means any person who brings a horse into a Park or 
has custody of a horse in a Park. 

“Minor” means a person 16 years of age or less.  

“Mobility Aid” means a motorized wheelchair, mobility scooter or a 
similar device designed to aid mobility and used by a person with a 
disability. 

“Manager” means the Director of Planning or designate.   

“Motor Vehicle” means a vehicle, not run on rails, that is designed to 
be self-propelled but does not include a Class 1 e-bike or Mobility Aid.  
A Class 2 and 3 e-bike is a Motor Vehicle. 

“Park” means any land and water dedicated, owned, leased, licensed, 
or controlled (including jointly) or used by the Regional District as a 
regional park, community park, linear park, trail, recreation area, 
sports field or for the protection of wildlife or natural habitat.  

“Park Sign” means any sign or notice which communicates Park rules 
or regulations posted by an Authorized Person, including signs 
pursuant to Section 6.1 of this bylaw,  

“Park Use Permit” means a written authorization issued in 
accordance with this bylaw. 



  
 

 
“Person” includes any person, corporation, partnership, or party, and 
the heirs, executors, administrators, or other legal representatives of 
such person, to whom the context can apply according to law.  

“Regional District” means the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako. 

“Special Use” means any commercial or business activity including, 
but not limited to any of the following: 

• the selling or distribution of food, drinks, or other goods;  
• any activity or event that is intended to attract or includes more 

than 25 participants or spectators such as a festival, competition, 
tournament, procession, drill, performance, concert, march, 
fishing derby, show, party, ceremony, animal show, training;  

• movie, video, television or other such filming;  
• and research, survey or petition activity. 

"Traffic Control Device" means a sign, signal, line or marked space, 
parking meter, barrier, buoy or other device placed or erected by an 
Authorized Person to control or direct the presence, passage, 
tethering, parking or movement of pedestrians, dogs, Bikes, e-bikes, 
Mobility Aids, Motor Vehicles, Boats, equestrians, swimmers or other 
park users. 

 
2.2. Interpretation 

2.2.1 Unless otherwise defined in this Bylaw, any word or 
expression has the meaning assigned to it in the Land Title 
Act, Community Charter, Local Government Act or 
Interpretation Act.  

2.2.2 Words directing or empowering any employee of the 
Regional District to do any act or thing, or otherwise 
applying to the employee by the employee’s official title, 
include that employee’s successors in office, the employee’s 
lawful deputy, and such person as the Board may by bylaw 
or resolution designate to act in the employee’s place. 

2.2.3 The requirements of this Bylaw are supplementary to the 
requirements of any other Regional District Bylaw. 

2.2.4 A reference to any enactments, regulations and bylaws 
includes any amendments or replacements that may be 
made from time to time. 

 
 



  
 

 
3. APPLICATION  
 

3.1. Subject to any terms of trust for land received by the Regional District, 
this bylaw is applicable to all Parks and any subsequent Park 
acquisitions within the Regional District.  

 
3.2. The restrictions and prohibitions in this bylaw do not apply to: 

3.2.1 an Authorized Person, Regional District employees and 
contractors, and agents of the Regional District while they 
are engaged in work or services undertaken on behalf of 
the Regional District within a Park; 

3.2.2 emergency response personnel performing duties related 
to ambulance, police, fire, search and rescue or other such 
services within a Park; 

3.2.3 any activity in a Park undertaken by a person or agency 
granting the Regional District a lease, license, or permit for 
a Park in accordance with the terms of the lease, license, or 
permit; 

3.2.4 any activity in a Park undertaken by a utility or service 
provider authorized under a right of way or other 
agreement. 

 
4. ENFORCEMENT  
 

4.1. An Authorized Person is authorized to ascertain whether the 
provisions of this bylaw are being observed and enforce the 
provisions of this bylaw. 

    
4.2. No person shall interfere with or obstruct the activities of an 

Authorized Person administering or enforcing this bylaw. 
 
4.3. When an Authorized Person finds that a person is contravening this 

bylaw the Authorized Person may order that person to do one or 
more of the following: 

4.3.1 provide, immediately upon request, that person's correct 
name, address, and information about their proposed or 
actual activities in the Park; 

4.3.2 provide within a reasonable time identification verifying 
that person's correct name and address; 

4.3.3 stop contravening the bylaw immediately; 



  
 

 
4.3.4 leave the Park immediately and not re-enter the Park for a 

period of up to 72 hours. 
 

4.4  Every person is required to comply with an order given by an 
Authorized Person in accordance with Section 4.3 of this bylaw. 

 
4.5 An Authorized Person may remove from a Park any person who 

violates any provision of this bylaw or who refuses to leave following 
an order to leave pursuant to Section 4.3. 

 
4.6 If a Minor is contravening any provision of this bylaw, the person in 

charge of the Minor must take any control measures the Authorized 
Person considers necessary to prevent or stop the contravention, 
including the removal of a Person from a Park. 
 

5. DELEGATION 
 
5.1 The Manager is authorized, subject to RDBN procurement policy, to 

employ or contract personnel deemed necessary to carry out the 
provisions of this bylaw. 

 
5.2 The Manager is authorized and directed to have general supervision 

over the operations and maintenance of all Parks. 
 

6. PARK MANAGEMENT 
 

6.1 An Authorized Person may post or place a Park Sign which establishes 
rules and regulations for Park use including, but not limited to, the 
following:  

6.1.1 designating areas where a specific use such as camping, 
climbing, walking, biking, skating, games, swimming, 
boating, horseback riding is permitted; 

6.1.2 establishing conditions under which certain uses must 
occur; 

6.1.3 designating areas where specific park uses are prohibited; 

6.1.4 designating areas for Motor Vehicle travel, stopping, and 
parking; 

6.1.5 restricting use of or access to any part of a Park; 

6.1.6 designating areas for fire pits and barbeques; 

6.1.7 designating areas where dogs must be on a leash; 



  
 

 
6.1.8 establishing hours for the daily opening and closing of 

Parks or parts of Parks. 
 

6.2 An Authorized Person may place or establish Traffic Control Devices 
to control or direct the presence, speed, passage, tethering, parking 
or movement of pedestrians, Bicycles, e-bikes, Boats, Motor Vehicles, 
Mobility Aids, equestrians, swimmers, or other park users. 

 
6.3 An Authorized Person may remove any equipment, materials, 

structures, Bicycles, e-bikes, Boats, Motor Vehicles, Mobility Aids, or 
other such things that are erected, placed, built, deposited or left in a 
Park in contravention of this bylaw and the cost of such removal may 
be charged to either the owner or person who placed the equipment, 
materials, structures, bicycles, e-bikes, Motor Vehicles, Boats, or other 
such things within the Park.  

 
7. PROHIBITIONS AND COMPLIANCE 

 
7.1. No person shall allow, cause, or engage in any act or thing to be done 

in contravention of this bylaw, a Park Sign, a Traffic Control Device, a 
term or condition of a Park Use Permit, or any other Parks rule or 
regulation established pursuant to this bylaw. 

 
7.2. Every person must obey this bylaw, Park Signs, Traffic Control Devices, 

the terms and conditions of Park Use Permits, and any other rules 
and regulations established pursuant to this bylaw. 

 
7.3. A parent, guardian, or person in charge of a Minor must not allow, or 

cause them to do anything in contravention of this bylaw, a Park Sign, 
a Traffic Control Device, a term or condition of a Park Use Permit, or 
any rule or regulation established pursuant to this bylaw. 

 
7.4. All persons must comply with all laws, policies, rules, regulations, and 

bylaws of the Federal, Provincial or local governments or any other 
governing body whatsoever in a manner affecting parks.  

 
8. PENALTIES 

 
8.1 Every person who contravenes any provision of this bylaw; allows, 

causes or engages in any act to be done in violation of any provision of 
this bylaw; or refuses or neglects to do anything required to be done by 
any provision of this bylaw; commits an offence and shall be liable upon 
conviction of a fine not less than $1,000 and not more than $10,000, or 



  
 

 
to imprisonment for not less than 6 months, or to both and is subject to 
any other penalty or order imposed or remedies available to the 
Regional District pursuant to the Local Government Act, Community 
Charter, Offence Act and Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act 
and regulations thereunder, all as amended from time to time. 

 
8.2 Each day during which any violation, contravention or breach of this 

bylaw continues shall be deemed to be a separate offence. 
 
8.3 This bylaw may be enforced by an Information laid in accordance with 

the Offence Act, by a Bylaw Notice in accordance with the Local 
Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act; or by a combination of the 
above noted methods. 

 
8.4 With respect to enforcement by a Bylaw Notice issued pursuant to the 

Local Government Bylaw Notice Enforcement Act, the fines outlined in a 
Bylaw Notice Enforcement Bylaw adopted by the Regional District 
shall apply. 

 
8.5 In addition to all other penalties herein provided, any Person causing 

damage, or any Person being the owner or operator of a Motor 
Vehicle, Bike or Mobility Aid that has caused damage to any tree, 
plant, curiosity, object, building, structure, work, or any property 
whatsoever in any part of a park will be responsible for the cost of 
repairing such damage. 

 
9. CONDUCT AND PARK USE 

 
9.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park: 

9.1.1 allow, cause, or engage in any activity or create any noise or 
sound that disturbs, or is reasonably likely to disturb the peace, 
enjoyment or comfort of persons or wildlife, except in 
accordance with a valid Park Use Permit; 

9.1.2 use or operate any kind of sound amplification and distribution 
system, except in accordance with a valid Park Use Permit; 

9.1.3 allow, cause or engage in any activity that puts a person in 
danger; 

9.1.4 allow, cause or engage in any disorderly, violent, lewd, sexual 
or offensive activity; 



  
 

 
9.1.5 install, post, deliver, paint, publish, or distribute any notice, 

advertisement, sign, placard, or handbill of any kind, except in 
accordance with a valid Park Use Permit; 

9.1.6 allow, cause or engage in any Special Use, except in 
accordance with a valid Park Use Permit; 

9.1.7 defecate in a Park, except in designated facilities. 
 
10 LITTER AND DUMPING 

 
10.1 No person shall deposit any refuse, litter, waste or other discarded 

material or thing anywhere in a Park except in waste disposal 
containers provided for such purpose. 

10.2 No person shall bring any refuse, litter or waste into a Park for the 
purpose of disposal in the Park. 

10.3 No person shall abandon any item or chattel overnight in a Park.  
 

11. PRESERVATION OF NATURAL FEATURES, PARK FEATURES, AND WILDLIFE 
 

11.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park: 

11.1.1 cut, trim, dig up, excavate, deface, remove, damage, or in 
any way injure any tree, shrub, plant, turf, flower or seed or 
natural park feature; 

11.1.2 build or otherwise create or alter any trails; 

11.1.3 remove, damage, dissemble or deface any Facility; 

11.1.4 change, replace, remove, damage, dissemble or deface any 
Park Sign or Traffic Control Device; 

11.1.5 build, place or install any structure, except in accordance 
with a valid Park Use Permit; 

11.1.6 release, feed, molest, disturb, frighten, injure, kill, catch, or 
trap any wildlife, except for fishing done in accordance with 
applicable regulations; 

11.1.7 hunt or discharge any Firearm in a Park, except in an 
emergency situation; 

11.1.8 remove or deposit soil.  
 

12. DOGS 
 

12.1 Every Dog Owner shall ensure that their dog remains under their 
control and does not roam at large. 



  
 

 
 

12.2 No Dog Owner shall do any of the following in a Park: 

12.2.1 allow or cause a dog to be in an area identified by Park Sign 
as an area where dogs must be on a leash unless that dog 
is kept on a secure leash held by the Dog Owner; 

12.2.2 allow or cause a dog to deposit excrement that is not 
removed from the Park, or placed in a sealed plastic bag 
and disposal in a waste disposal container provided for 
such purpose; 

12.2.3 allow or cause a dog to injure, disturb, or molest any 
Person, dog or wildlife. 

 
12.3 An Authorized Person may order a Dog Owner who contravenes this 

bylaw to remove the relevant dog from the Park and every Person so 
ordered shall immediately remove the dog from the Park.  

 
12.4 An Authorized Person may remove from a Park any dog which is not 

under the care or control of a Dog Owner or is involved in a 
contravention of this bylaw.   

 
13. HORSEBACK RIDING 

 
13.1 Every Horse Owner shall ensure that their horse always remains 

under their control and does not roam at large while in a Park. 
 

13.2 No person shall do any of the following in a Park; 

13.2.1 allow or cause a horse to be in a Park unless the Park has 
an area specifically identified for horse riding by a Park Sign 
or Traffic Control Device; 

13.2.2 ride a horse outside of an area specifically identified for 
horse riding by a Park Sign or Traffic Control Device; 

13.2.3 ride a horse in a manner contrary to a Park Sign or Traffic 
Control Device; 

13.2.4 ride a horse or allow a horse to act in a manner that may 
injure, disturb, or molest any person, dog or wildlife. 

 
14 FIRE AND FIREWORKS 
 

14.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park: 



  
 

 
14.1.1 start or maintain a fire unless the fire is located in a fire pit 

ring installed by an Authorized Person for that purpose;  

14.1.2 burn garbage, or burn wood or other vegetation originating 
from the Park unless that wood has been made available 
by an Authorized Person for that purpose; 

14.1.3 leave a fire, barbecue, stove or other flame producing 
device unattended while lit or turned on; 

14.1.4 discard any item or burning material that may start a fire 
such as a coal, lit match or lit cigarette; 

14.1.5 possess or discharge any Fireworks, firecrackers or 
explosive materials of any kind, except in accordance with a 
valid Park Use Permit. 
 

15 MOTOR VEHICLES 
 

15.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park, except in 
accordance with a valid Park Use Permit: 

15.1.1 operate a Motor Vehicle off of a road, driveway or parking 
lot unless an area is specifically identified for Motor Vehicle 
use by a Park Sign or Traffic Control Device;  

15.1.2 operate a Motor Vehicle or otherwise move at a speed in 
excess of 15 kilometers per hour, unless a higher speed is 
specifically identified by Park Sign; 

15.1.3 notwithstanding Section 15.1.2 a Class 1 or 2 e-bike may 
move at a speed in excess of 15 kilometers per hour on a 
commuter trail where Class 1 or 2 e-bikes are allowed by 
Park Sign; 

15.1.4 operate a Motor Vehicle in a manner contrary to a Park 
Sign or Traffic Control Device; 

15.1.5 operate a Motor Vehicle which is not validly licensed and 
registered in accordance with applicable regulations; 

15.1.6 wash, clean, polish, repair, tune up, or do any maintenance 
or mechanical work, to a Motor Vehicle except in an 
emergency or at a facility specifically identified for that 
purpose by a Park Sign.   

15.2 A Motor Vehicle may be towed away at the expense of the owner if 
parked in an area prohibited by a Park Sign, parked in an area where 
Motor Vehicles are not allowed, or left remaining in place for a period 
exceeding 96 hours.  



  
 

 
16 CAMPING 
 

16.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park, except in 
accordance with a valid Park Use Permit:   

16.1.1 camp unless an area is specifically identified for camping by 
a Park Sign; 

16.1.2 camp in a manner contrary to a Park Sign. 
 

17 BICYCLES AND MOBILITY AIDS 
 

17.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park; 

17.1.1 ride a Bicycle or Mobility Aid, or otherwise move at a speed 
in excess of 15 kilometers per hour, except on a commuter 
trail where Class 2 e-bikes are allowed by a Park Sign; 

17.1.2 ride a Bicycle or Mobility Aid in a manner contrary to a Park 
Sign or Traffic Control Device. 

 
18 BOATING 
 

18.1 No person shall do any of the following in a Park: 

18.1.1 launch or remove a Boat from a body of water or 
watercourse except by using a boat launch identified by 
Park Sign, or by a Person carrying the Boat to and from the 
water; 

18.1.2 operate a Boat within a designated swimming area or in a 
way that interferes with swimmers; 

18.1.3 moor a Boat in a manner that impedes or endangers 
pedestrians along a beach or the foreshore. 

 
19. PARK CLOSURES 
 

19.1 No person shall:  
19.1.1 remain or enter into any Park during nighttime hours 

beginning at sunset and ending at sunrise, as computed by 
the National Research Council of Canada, except where 
camping is permitted or otherwise allowed by Park Sign, or 
as authorized under a Park Use Permit;  

 



  
 

 
19.1.2 enter any place where a Park Sign prohibiting admittance 

or trespassing is displayed or where admission is otherwise 
prohibited or restricted. 

 
20 PARK USE PERMITS 
 

20.1 The Regional District may issue a Park Use Permit which authorizes 
any one or combination of the following, to a Person, organization, or 
First Nation: 

20.1.1 the use or the exclusive use of a Park or portion of a Park 
under the terms and conditions set out in the Park Use 
Permit; 

20.1.2 the construction, building or erection of tents or other 
structures to accommodate an authorized use under the 
terms and conditions set out in the Park Use Permit; 

20.1.3 a Special Use under the terms and conditions set out in the 
Park Use Permit; 

20.1.4 carrying out activities necessary for the exercise of 
Indigenous rights, and for First Nations social, ceremonial, 
or cultural purposes. 

 
20.2 The Regional District may refuse to issue a Park Use Permit if: 

20.2.1 the proposed Park Use Permit applicant or proposed 
permit holder is a Person or group which has previously 
contravened this bylaw or other Regional District bylaws;  

20.2.2 the proposed use can reasonably be expected to result in 
the contravention of this bylaw or other applicable 
regulation; 

20.2.3 the proposed use is not defined adequately to ensure 
compliance to this bylaw or other applicable regulation; 

20.2.4 the proposed use may impact the safe utilization of the 
Park or Facility for recreational purposes or unduly 
interfere with the enjoyment of the Park by others; 

20.2.5 the proposed use may result in an amount of attendance 
or type of activity which is beyond the capacity of the Park, 
including a park Facility, to accommodate; 

20.2.6 the applicable Park Use Permit fee is not paid. 
20.3 The holder of a Park Use Permit: 



  
 

 
20.3.1 must produce the Park Use Permit at any time during the 

event authorized by the Park Use Permit at the request of 
an Authorized Person; 

20.3.2 is responsible for the actions of all persons involved in the 
use authorized by the Park Use Permit; 

20.3.3 is responsible for any violation of the terms and conditions 
of the Park Use Permit; 

20.3.4 is responsible for a material misrepresentation regarding 
the proposed use made as part of a Park Use Permit 
application; 

20.3.5 must maintain, at their own expense, liability insurance 
coverage to the satisfaction of the Manager related to the 
carrying out activities authorized under the Park Use Permit 
for a minimum of $2,000,000, inclusive per occurrence, for 
bodily injury, death and damage to property, and such 
insurance shall be in the name of the Park Use Permit 
holder, and shall name the Regional District, as an 
additional insured; 

20.3.6 shall indemnify and save harmless the Regional District, its 
elected and appointed officials, officers, employees, agents, 
successors and assigns from any and all claims, demands, 
causes of action, including personal injury and death, 
damages,  suits, demands, fines, penalties, losses, costs 
(including reasonable solicitor and client’s fees and 
disbursements on a solicitor-client basis) or expenses of 
whatever kind, in any way occurring, that the Regional 
District may suffer, incur or be liable for resulting from the 
use of the Park under the Park Use Permit whether with or 
without negligence on the part of the Park Use Permit 
holder or those for whom they are responsible in law and 
the Park Use Permit holder’s employees, directors, 
contractors, agents, guests and invitees. 

 
20.4 A Park Use Permit may be amended, suspended, or revoked if: 

20.4.1  any person violates a term or condition of the Park Use 
Permit; 

20.4.2  the applicant for a Park Use Permit has made a material 
misrepresentation regarding the use proposed as part of a 
Park Use Permit application; 



  
 

 
20.4.3  where the Park Use Permit holder or a person participating 

in the use authorized by a Park Use Permit contravenes a 
provision of this bylaw. 

 
21. PARK USE PERMIT APPEAL 

 
21.1 Any Person may file a written notice of appeal with the Manager in 

respect to the granting or refusal of a Park Use Permit. 
 

21.2 Upon considering a matter under appeal the Manager may: 

21.2.1 confirm, reverse, or vary the decision under appeal; and  

21.2.2 make any decision that the Manager considers appropriate. 
 

21.3 The Person for whom the appeal decision has been made may further 
appeal the Manager’s appeal decision in writing to the Regional 
District Board within 10 days of the date of the appeal decision.  
 

21.4 Upon considering the matter under appeal, the Board may: 

21.4.1 confirm, reverse, or vary the decision under appeal; and  

21.4.2 make any decision that the Board considers appropriate. 

 
21.5 The decision of the Regional District Board is final and there will be no 

further appeal from its decision whatsoever. 

 
22 FEES AND CHARGES 
 

22.1 The fees and charges for a Park Use Permit are hereby imposed as set 
out in Schedule A attached hereto and forming an integral part of this 
bylaw.  
 

22.2 Fees with respect to the Park Use Permit may be refunded, less a 25% 
administration charge if the Regional District is advised in writing that 
the activity authorized by the Park Use Permit is cancelled and the 
Park Use Permit is returned as unnecessary 72 hours in advance of 
the event. 

 
22.3 Damage deposits will be returned at the completion of the activity 

authorized by the Park Use Permit following the Regional District’s 
assessment of the condition of the Park.  Cost associated with clean 
up and repair of the Park will not be returned.    

   



  
 

 
23 SEVERABILITY 
 

23.1 If any section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph or clause of this 
bylaw is for any reason held to be invalid by the decision of any court 
of competent jurisdiction, the invalid portion shall be severed and the 
decision that it is invalid shall not affect the validity of the remaining 
portions of this bylaw.  

 

READ A FIRST TIME this 10 day of August, 2023 

READ A SECOND TIME this 10 day of August, 2023 

READ A THIRD TIME this 10 day of August, 2023 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of “Regional District of 
Bulkley-Nechako Parks Use Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 2023”. 

DATED AT BURNS LAKE this       day of             , 2023 
 
     
Corporate Administrator 
 
ADOPTED this      day of            , 2023 
 
             
Chairperson       Corporate Administrator 
  



  
 

 
 

Fees and Charges 
Schedule A to  

“Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako  
Parks Use Regulations Bylaw No. 1989, 2023” 

 
 

Park Use Fee  Damage Deposit 
   

Park Use Permit up to 50 
participants 

$100 $500 

Park Use Permit up to 100 
participants 

$200 $750 

Park Use Permit over 100 
participants 

$250 $750 

Prices are inclusive of applicable taxes 
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