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Ministry of Agriculture
Overview for RDBN Agriculture Forum

Lavona Liggins, Regional Agrologist & Brent Barclay, Regional Manager, Prince George
John Stevenson, Regional Agrologist, Smithers
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Agriculture Soence and Rolicy Divison

Policy &Legislation - regutation
Food Sﬁf@ty &lnSpeCtiOn - Meat Inspection
Plant &Animal Health - Diagnostic labs &apiary program

Business Development Division

Business Risk I\/hnagement — Qop Insurance
Innovation &Adaptation — Land Use Planning, Soils, Engineering &Innovation
Sector Develop MeNt — Regional Agrologists, Specialists &4H

Rgional Salf Bgage Aaoss Banahes
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Strategic Growth Plan (SGP)
3 Key Areas, 20 Action ltems

1) Achieving economic growth -

2) Adapting to climate change e

3) Maintaining food supply N
security .

Goal: Increase agrifood sector annual revenues to $15
billion/year by 2020
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SGP Activities & RDBN - Examples

e New Entrants

 Development of aForage Han

e Increased in production acrossBC
91,000 ha

 Sicoesson Hanning

 |Implement changesto ALC

« Hskreduction
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Growing Forward 2

AFederal, Fovinad, Territoria Initiative

20132018
 Business Risk Management
 [nnovation &Oimate Change Adaptation
e (ompetitiveness &Market Development
o Mharkets, Food Safety, Traceability
« Adaptability &Industry Gapacity
« Farm Business, BFP BVPs, Emergencies
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Regional Staff

Hont linetechnical saff who work with the agrifood
sector (both producers and processors) to become
more competitive and innovative.

Knowledge Transfer
Technology Transfer
Relationships
Programs

~ WD
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Agricultural Land Planning

 \\orkingwithlocal
governments

e Land UseInventory

* AlRrefarals

° Bylavvs

o OFsreview

 Agriculture Gmmittees

 Agriculture Hans
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Engaging with Producers and Processors

e Program support/information « Health

e Industry Groups small Flo¢€ o

o SoedalistsacrossBC Cattlemen’s Field Days

* Regional context Soil \ Farm Succession
& feedback Nagemen;

* Sector speafic Grasshopper 101 Alfalfa?
Issues & events laxes & rarmmgProductlon

 AgriserviceBGayov.bc.caor 1-888-221-7141
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Economic Development

* [nformationto New Entrants

 Poduction &BugnessTraining

 Industry groups

e |nnovation

* New opportunities

o (Mmmunity Engagement
SEs30ns

 BugnessTools— Enterprise budgets
feasibility studies
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» ReparednessTools—
Working with ROBN & Industry

* Povince—Wde Animal
Disease Regponse

e 3Jpport during events—
Working with RDBN
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Ag & Environmental Issues

o BEhvironmenta Farm

Hans

* Drought

e Ins:ectdDsease

o Ag/wildlife

 Invadveplants

e Environmental
Assessment
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 lAMmPactice&FFFA el

e Environmental +Farming

. Tregpass&Livestock Adts e

e Information not
enforcement

o (Moperatewith other
agenaes

FARM PRACTICE WOODWASTE
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» BCForage Gunal Roject
o \\eather data

 Regionally-spedaficprojects
o Potentia future options Y die el 2B
. Qops&\Aieties o N
« UNBCproject —arop diverdfication : 2=
* New Niches & Technologies e 1900 2013 | FEmE
* New (hallenges— pest/disease Central BC:
+1.0-1.9 °C
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Broad Initiatives
Applicableto multiple regions

 Agriculture Dam Safety
» Ag-Waste Gontrol
* Open Burning Regulations ,,h_, B .

 Agroforestry '
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What we don't do...

o Takerolesaway fromcommeraal agriculture service
provi der Se.g. yoedficagronomic advice
o (mplantsagaing non-commeraal operations
e.g. hobby farms
e Limited Enforcement (ALG ARB Meat Inspection)
« Dutiesthat fall under other jurisdictions
. e.g.federa government or other ministries

e Hmergency response separate fromlocal gov't.
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Approaches

o AR workswith all partsof the commeraal agrifoods
producersand processors.

« (Mllaboration with gakeholdersisessential for program
delivery.

 programéeligibility ismostly targeted a non-governmental
entities
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What does this look like in RDBN?

e Producersusng cogt-share programssuch as BHsand Farm Busness
Advisors, Traceability Adoptionsprograms

* Held days Rroduction Worksnops, Busness Soeakers Marketing &
Food Rocessng Seminars

o On-farmdimate adaption project

e Hmergency preparednesstools

o AgriServiceBC
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e Networkwith other AAGSacrossBC
* Lookto other economic development initiatives
» Linkageswith UNBCand other post secondary

Capitalize on
1. ompetitive advantages
Exdsling processang capaaty.

70%of Agriculture revenue isfrom processing.

2.
3. Regional and export markets
4 Next Figy Famenwork(G=3)
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Regional Agrologists are Connectors
. Information
Resources

Goal
Growing the Agrifoods ' .

Sector in a sustainable Ci!f
way.

Programs

Opportunities A
PP Organizations
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Questions

Brent Barday Brent.Barclay@pov.bc.ca
John Stevenson John.J.Stevenson@ygov.bc.ca
Lavona Liggins Lavona.Liggins@pov.bc.ca

AgriServiceBC@gov.bc.ca
1-888-221-7141
WWW.gov.bc.ca/agriservicebc
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SGP Action Areas

1. T Production 16. Access to retail

2. Seafood Strategy 17. | Interprov. Barriers

3. Labour Market 18. Intl Market Strategy

4. ID and | Risk 19. Intl Recognized Food Safety
5. ALC 20. Supply Managed Sector

6. Forage Plan

1. T Commercialization

8. 1 Biosecurity

9. Encourage Innovation

10. Water Strategies

11. CC Adaptation

12. Tax Credit for donated farmed food
13. Buy Local Initiatives

14. Buy Local Policis

15. Certification Programs
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