AGENDA

MEETING NO. 2

February 13, 2025

P.0. BOX 820
BURNS LAKE, BC V0J 1E0
PHONE: (250) 692-3195 OR 1-800-320-3339
FAX: (250) 692-3305
www.rdbn.bc.ca




VISION
“A World of Opportunities
Within Our Region”

MISSION
“We Will Foster Social,
Environmental, and
Economic Opportunities
Within Our Diverse Region Through Effective
Leadership”

2022-2026 Strategic Plan
1. Relationships with First Nations
2. Advocacy with the Province
3. Housing Supply
4. Community and Economic Sustainability















PRESENT: Chair

Directors

Staff

Other

CALL TO ORDER

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO

MEETING NO. 1

Thursday, January 23, 2025
Mark Parker

Gladys Atrill

Shane Brienen - left at 11:35 a.m., returned after lunch at
12:48 p.m.

Leroy Dekens

Martin Elphee

Judy Greenaway

Clint Lambert

Linda McGuire

Shirley Moon - via Zoom

Kevin Moutray

Chris Newell

Michael Riis-Christianson
Stoney Stoltenberg

Sarrah Storey

Henry Wiebe - left at 2:02 p.m.

Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer

Cheryl Anderson, Director of Corporate Services

Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief - arrived at 12:48 p.m.,
left at 2:15 p.m.

Nellie Davis, Manager of Strategic Initiatives and Rural
Services - via Zoom/In-person

Alex Eriksen, Director of Environmental Services - arrived at
11:49 a.m., left at 1:08 p.m., returned at 1:10 p.m., left at 2:37
p.m., returned at 2:40 p.m.

John llles, Chief Financial Officer

Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning

Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate Services
Scott Zayac, Director of Protective Services - arrived at 12:48
p.m.

Amy Wengelin & guest, Telkwa- via Zoom - left at 11:48 a.m.

Chair Parker called the meeting to order at 11:37 a.m.

FIRST NATIONS ACKNOWLEDGEMENT
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AGENDA &
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA

2025-1-1

MINUTES

Board Meeting Minutes
-December 23, 2024

2025-1-2

Committee Meeting Minutes

2025-1-3

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Dekens

“That the Board Meeting Agenda of January 23, 2025 be
approved; and further, that the Supplementary Agenda be
dealt with at this meeting.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Greenaway
Seconded by Director McGuire

“That the Board Meeting Minutes of December 23, 2024 be
adopted.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Riis-Christianson
Seconded by Director Greenaway

“That the Board receive the following Committee Meeting
Minutes:

- Bulkley Nechako Joint Accessibility Committee Meeting
Minutes - March 15, 2024

- Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes - January 9,
2025

- Rural Services Committee Meeting Minutes - January 9,
2025

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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ELECTORAL AREA PLANNING

Bylaw for Adoption

OCP Amendment and
Rezoning Application
RDBN-01-24 Adoption for
Bylaw Nos. 2040, 2043, 2044,
2046,2047, and 2048

2025-1-4

Temporary Use Permit

Temporary Use Permit
A-01-21 - Renewal Request
Electoral Area A (Smithers/
Telkwa Rural)

2025-1-5

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Elphee

“1. That Smithers Telkwa Rural Official Community Plan
Amendment Bylaw No. 2043, 2024 be adopted this 23 day of
January, 2025.

2. That Burns Lake Rural and Francois Lake (North Shore)
Official Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2044, 2024
be adopted this 23 day of January, 2025.

3. That Endako, Fraser Lake and Fort Fraser Rural Official
Community Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2046, 2024 be
adopted this 23 day of January, 2025.

4. That Vanderhoof Rural Official Community Plan
Amendment Bylaw No. 2047, 2024 be adopted this 23 day of
January, 2025.

5. That Houston, Topley, Granisle Rural Official Community
Plan Amendment Bylaw No. 2048, 2024 be adopted this 23
day of January, 2025.

6. That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Rezoning Bylaw
No. 2040, 2024 be adopted this 23 day of January, 2025.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Dekens
Seconded by Director Stoltenberg

“That the Board approve the renewal of Temporary Use
Permit A-01-21 as amended for a raw pet food and
prepackaged meat business at 2220 Aveling Coalmine Road
as amended.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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Other

Advisory Planning
Commission Members

2025-1-6

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES

ALR Application

ALR Subdivision Application

1274 - Electoral Area A
(Smithers/Telkwa Rural)

2025-1-7

Pipeline Referral

CGL Integrated Vegetation
Management Plan Letter

2025-1-8

Moved by Director Newell
Seconded by Director Elphee

1. “That the Board remove Dalphena Snively from the APC for
Electoral Area C.

2. That the Board remove Russ Skillen and Elizabeth Palmer
and appoint Jake Hiebert and Carol Imus for the APC for
Electoral Area E.

3. That the Board remove Elijah Newell from the APC for
Electoral Area G.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Atrill

“That Agricultural Land Reserve Subdivision Application No.
1274 be recommended to the Agricultural Land Commission
for approval.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Storey
Seconded by Director Dekens

“That the Board receive the Planner's Coastal GasLink
Integrated Vegetation Management Plan (IVMP) Letter.”

CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

(All/Directors/Maijority)
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (CONT'D)

Land Referral

Crown Land Application
Referral No. 6409522
Electoral Area B (Burns Lake
Rural)

2025-1-9

Other

Antimony Forest Service Road

Access Update - Electoral
Area C (Fort St. James Rural)

2025-1-10

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS

Committee Meeting
Recommendations
-January 9, 2025

2025-1-11

Moved by Director Riis-Christianson
Seconded by Director Wiebe

“That the comment sheet be provided to the Province as the
Regional District's comments on Crown Land Application No.
6409522."

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Discussion took place regarding

- Bird migration information during the Environmental
Assessment (EA) Process

- Aninventory of wind and wind patterns at specific sites

- Recent wind farm projects exempted from the EA
Process.

Moved by Director Greenaway
Seconded by Director Elphee

“That the Board receive the Director of Planning's Antimony
Forest Service Road Access Update memorandum.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director McGuire
Seconded by Director Elphee

“That the Board approve recommendations 1 through 5 as
written:

Committee of the Whole Meeting - January 9, 2025

Recommendation 1:
Re: Travel Authorization (RBA)

“That the Board authorize the reimbursement of expenses in
the amount of $2,860 for Director Atrill's attendance at the
celebration of life for past Premier Horgan.”
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT'D)

Recommendation 2:
Re: Local Service Area Contract - Burns Lake and District
Rebroadcasting

“That the Board authorize the Chair and CAO to enter into the
Local Service Area Contract with the Burns Lake and District
Rebroadcasting Society.”

Recommendation 3:
Re: 2025 Completed Assessment Roll and Requisition
Impacts

“That staff bring back a budget that captures the non-market
changes from the 2024 Completed Assessment and that, in

addition, provides an inflation allowance of 3.0%."

Rural Services Committee - January 9, 2025

Recommendation 4:

Re: Letter to Minister Farnworth - Infrastructure
Improvements to 700 Rd. in Electoral Areas B and E of the
RDBN

“That the Board approve sending the January 9, 2025 letter to
the Honourable Mike Farnworth, Minister of Transportation
and Transit regarding Request to Support Legacy
Infrastructure Replacement.”

Recommendation 5:
Re: Grant in Aid Policy Update

“That the Committee recommend that the Board approve the
changes to the Grant in Aid policy to reflect changes in the
program administration as amended as follows:

Procedure 1 as follows:

The Board delegates the authority to approve grant in aid
applications of $5,000 or less to the Chief Administrative Officer
or designate in consultation with the Electoral Area Director.
Applications in excess of $5,000 will be referred to the Board.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT'D)

Council of Forest Industries
Convention - April 2-4, 2025
Prince George, BC

2025-1-12

Smithers Rural Fire Protection

Service Area Boundary
Amendment Bylaw No. 2068

2025-1-13

Smithers Rural Recreation
and Culture Service Area
Boundary Amendment

Bylaw No. 2069

2025-1-14

Burns Lake and Area Victims'

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Storey

“That the Board authorize attendance of Rural Directors
wishing to attend the Council of Forest Industries Convention
April 2-4, 2025 in Prince George, B.C."

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Atrill

“That Smithers Rural Fire Protection Service Area Boundary
Amendment Bylaw No. 2068, 2025 be given first, second, and
third reading this 23" day of January, 2025.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Atrill

“That Smithers Rural Recreation and Culture Service Area
Boundary Amendment Bylaw No. 2069, 2025 be given first,
second, and third reading this 23" day of January, 2025.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Lambert

Services Service Establishment Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson

Amendment Bylaw 2059

2025-1-15

“That the Burns Lake and Area Victims' Services Service
Amendment Bylaw No. 2059, 2025 be given first, second and
third reading this 23 day of January 2025.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT'D)

Canada Community Building
Fund Electoral Area (Fort St.
James Rural) - Capital

Moved by Director Greenaway
Seconded by Director Elphee

Contribution to Seniors Helping

Seniors Transit Service

2025-1-16

Fire Safety Act Designation

2025-1-17

Break for lunch at 12:03 p.m.

Reconvened at 12:48 p.m.

1) “That the Board authorize contributing up to $100,000 of
Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Rural) Canada Community-
Building Fund BC allocation monies to a Transportation
Infrastructure project in Fort St. James, and

(participants/weighted/majority)

2) That the Board authorize the withdrawal of up to $100,000
from the Federal Gas Tax Reserve Fund.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Moved by Director Riis-Christianson
Seconded by Director Stoltenberg

“That the Board approve the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako's Fire Inspector and Fire Investigator Designation

document as required under the Fire Safety Act.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

The following was discussed:

- Fraser Lake Volunteer Fire Department service area

- Provincial downloading

- Past Board advocacy regarding Fire Safety Act changes
- UBCM's continued advocacy.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT'D)

Community Wildfire

Resiliency Plan 2024

2025-1-18

Moved by Director Greenaway
Seconded by Director Stoltenberg

“That the Board receive the Regional Fire Chief's Community
Wildfire Resiliency Plan 2024 memorandum.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief commented that staff are
reviewing and prioritizing recommendations from the
Community Wildfire Resiliency Plan 2024. The Following was
discussed:
- Action 44
o Bringing forward identified priority treatment
areas in Electoral Areas to staff to follow up with
appropriate agencies
o Crown Land Wildfire Risk Reduction (WRR) Plans
completed through BC Wildfire
- Action 17
o Local government partnerships to hire FireSmart
educator positions
o CWR Plan required to access provincial funding
for FireSmart Coordinator
o Staff will provide additional information to the
Director McGuire
- Action 6
o Agriculture community wildfire preparedness
» Education, training and equipment
» Permitting process if requirements are
fulfilled
» Additional conversations beyond the
CWRP
- First Nations input and consultation
o First Nations, municipalities have their own Plans
o ldentifying further information within the RDBN
CWRP regarding other plans in the region
- RDBN CWRP working document
o Atthe time it was drafted only on another plan in
the Province
- Continue discussion regarding implementation in the
future.
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT'D)

2025 Minor Service Budgets

2025-1-19

2025 Draft Capital Budget

2025-1-20

Moved by Director Stoltenberg
Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson

“That the Board receive the Chief Financial Officer's 2025
Minor Service Budgets memorandum.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

The following was discussed:
- Regional Transit funding options
o Grant funding and funding agreement
opportunities
o Utilizing reserve funds for 2025/2026
o Awaiting a decision from the Province regarding
their agreement due to expire in March 2025
- Recreation Master Plan costs
- Member municipality requisitions
o Staff will bring forward at the February meeting.

Moved by Director Brienen
Seconded by Director Atrill

“That the Board receive the Chief Financial Officer's 2025
Draft Capital Budget memorandum.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Discussion took place regarding:

- Review of Environmental Services capital projects
Northwest Revenue Sharing Agreement (RBA)

o Capital infrastructure and service sustainability

- Landfill closure liability

- Prioritizing Environmental Services capital projects

- Future industrial project development in the region and
ensuring the Regional District has the tools and
infrastructure to address future development

- Area Cand G Park and Trails Projects

- Staff are sending invitations to each recreation service
participant to discuss Park and Trails budgets

- Staff will bring forward a more detailed 2025/2026
reporting.



Meeting No. 1
January 23, 2025
Page 11

ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT'D)

Departmental Quarterly Moved by Director Dekens

Reports - 4™ Quarter Seconded by Director McGuire

2025-1-21 “That the Board receive the Director of Corporate Services'
Departmental Quarterly Reports - 4% Quarter
memorandum.”
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

Items to be brought forward Moved by Director McGuire
to the public agenda from Seconded by Director Brienen
Special (In-Camera) Meeting

2025-1-22 “That the Board receive the Deputy Director of Corporate
Services Items to be brought forward to the public agenda
from Special (In-Camera) Meeting memorandum.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY

ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE

Northern Development Moved by Director Dekens
Initiative Trust - 2025 BusinessSeconded by Director Lambert
Facade Improvement Program

2025-1-23 “That the Board receive the correspondence from Northern
Development Initiative Trust regarding 2025 Business Facade
Improvement Program 9370-50."

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES

Pre-approval - Purchase ofa Moved by Director Elphee
New Mid-sized Excavator Seconded by Director Atrill

2025-1-24 “That the Board approve the purchase of a 2025 John Deere
210P excavator including an optional HEPA cab filter from
Brandt Tractor Ltd. for a total of $383,095 plus applicable
taxes.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS

BC Natural Resources Forum

Board members attending the BC Natural Resources

Jan 14-16, 2025, Prince George Forum January 14-16, 2025 in Prince George provided

NCLGA Strategic Meeting

Meeting with Rogers

Village of Telkwa - Update

Electoral Area F (Vanderhoof

Rural) - Update

highlights:

- Great opportunity for advocacy and to meet with
Ministers in attendance

- Great event for northern B.C.

- Overview of a number of major projects potentially
coming to northern B.C.

- Announcement by Rio Tinto, Cheslatta Carrier Nation and
Stellat'en First Nation regarding the future plans for the
Nechako reservoir

- Request Ministers spend additional time in the north
when attending the BCNRF in the future

- Good networking event with approximately 1700 people
in attendance

- Chair Parker provided feedback regarding the additional
cost for dinner with the Premier.

Director Storey mentioned that while attending the BC
Natural Resources Forum she also attended an NCLGA
Strategic Meeting.

Director Riis-Christianson, Chair Parker and Nellie Davis,
Manager of Strategic Initiatives and Rural Services attended a
virtual meeting with Rogers to discuss broadband
partnerships and mobile construction. Information was
exchanged for future collaboration.

Director Dekens mentioned that the Village of Telkwa is
working on Phase two of its Water Well System in order to
have the ability to produce 30% more water. The municipality
is also participating in budget meetings for 2025/2026.

Director Moon provided the following update:

- Expressed appreciation to the District of
Vanderhoof for its Town Hall meeting.

- Encouraged Municipal Directors to invite their Rural
Directors and/or RDBN Chair when having meetings to
advocate for their area.

- Director Moon's farm has had its first delivery of poplar
grindings for bedding. She noted they will be using them
for outside bedding.

- RDBN Agriculture Water Assessment & Community
Irrigation Study for the Vanderhoof Area RFQ is now
closed.
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VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS

District of Fort St. James Director Elphee reported the following;:
-Update - Curling rink is now operational after the boiler stopped

working in spring 2024

- Meetings with the Honourable Ravi Parmar, Minister of
Forests and the Honourable Brittny Anderson, Minister of
State for Local Governments and Rural Communities

- District of Vanderhoof Councillor Brian Frenkel has
stepped down from the Nechako Watershed Council and
Director Elphee and District of Fort St. James Councillor
Boschman will attend

- New Fort St. James Hospital is now open.

Electoral Area E (Francois/ Director Lambert commented:
Ootsa Lake Rural) - Update -  Along with Director Riis-Christianson they have worked
with Rio Tinto to develop another park area on the
Southside of Francois Lake
- House fire on the Southside
o Neighbourhood came together very quickly to
provide assistance.

Town of Smithers - Update  Director Atrill provided the following update:

- Meeting with social service agencies in Smithers
regarding the homelessness/tent camp

- Attended the NCLGA AGM Planning Committee

o AGM and Conference will be held in Prince Rupert
for 2025

- Smithers Exploration Group is hosting Rock Talk February
18-20, 2025

- Everyone is part of the team to support B.C. moving
forward concerning the tariff announcements from the
u.s.

District of Houston - Update Director Brienen spoke of:
- Being half-way through the current local government
election term
- Visits to the area by provincial Ministers and continuing to
encourage the Province to have Ministers come to
northern B.C.
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VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS

Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Director Greenaway remarked on the following:
Rural) - Update - Thanked Director Elphee and the District of Fort St. James
Council for including her in the meetings with Ministers
Parmar and Anderson
- Attended a meeting with the Northern Medical Programs
Trust and topics of interest were:
o Funding to build a research facility at UNBC
o Received invitation to attend a meeting in
Vanderhoof
- Attended a UBCM ad hoc meeting regarding legislative
reform with Don Lidstone, K.C. Lidstone and Company
o Afollow-up meeting is being planned for February
28th
o Director Greenaway will provide additional
information as it becomes available.

Electoral Area G (Houston/ Director Newell spoke of meeting with Ministers at the BC

Granisle Rural) - Update Natural Resources Forum and at the RDBN. He noted that it
is helpful to build relationships with Ministers moving
forward.

District of Vanderhoof Director Moutray noted the following

-Update - Met with Minister Parmar, Ministry of Forests

o Inthe past spoke of BC Timber Sales and local
government experience
o Minister Parmer announced a review of BC
Timber Sales and Brian Frenkel, Councillor,
District of Vanderhoof was appointed to the
review panel
- Held a Town Hall Meeting
o Minister Parmar, Ministry of Forests was also in
attendance
- Met with Premier Eby, the Honourable Randene Neill,
Minister of Water, Land and Resource Stewardship while
at the BC Natural Resources Forum
- Met the Honourable Brittny Anderson, Minister of State
for Local Government and Rural Communities.
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VERBAL REPORTS AND COMMITTEE CHAIR REPORTS

Village of Granisle - Update  Director McGuire provided an update:

Attended a meeting with Minister Anderson in Houston
Contractors have started the interior construction of the
Senior Housing project in the community
Will be travelling to the NCLGA AGM and Conference in
Prince Rupert with Via Rail
Village of Granisle budget and planning process are
underway
RCMP staffing challenges in Granisle due to shortages in
Houston

o Director McGuire will follow up with Director

Brienen to discuss further.

Chair Parker - Electoral Area Chair Parker spoke of the following:

D (Fraser Lake Rural) - Update -

Meeting with Minister Anderson at the RDBN January
17,2025
o Provided an RDBN Overview PowerPoint
presentation
o Discussed the benefits of having direct contact
with Deputy Ministers and Ministers to reach out
in emergency events and to have dialogue
throughout the year
Support provided to return to the Northern Development
Initiative Trust Regional Advisory Committee
o NDlis currently hiring for the CEO position
Fraser-Fort George 9-1-1 to Answer 9-1-1 Calls News
Release has been issued
Participating in EDMA Regulation meetings
o Also meeting with other Regional Districts
regarding EDMA Regulations.

Receipt of Verbal Reports Moved by Director Greenaway
Seconded by Director Stoltenberg

2025-1-25 “That the Board receive the various Directors verbal reports.”

(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
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IN-CAMERA MOTION Moved by Director Brienen
Seconded by Director Newell
2025-1-26 “That this meeting be closed to the public pursuant to Section
90(1)(c), 90(1)(h), 90(1)(i) and 90(2)(b) of the Community
Charter for the Board to deal with matters relating to the
following:
* Labour Relations
* Knockholt Landfill
* Enforcement Action
* Pipeline Electrification Project.”
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
ADJOURNMENT Moved by Director Lambert
Seconded by Director Greenaway
2025-1-27 “That the meeting be adjourned at 3:06 p.m.”
(All/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY
Mark Parker, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Deputy Director of Corporate

Services



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board

From: Cameron Kral, Planner

Date: February 13, 2025

Subject: Village of Telkwa Subdivision Referral (Aldermere Estates)
RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/majority)

That staff inform the Village of Telkwa that the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako has no
concerns with the proposed Aldermere Estates Subdivision and recommend that the
Village review the document titled “Subdivision Near Agriculture: A Guide for Planners and
Approving Officers in BC” as part of their subdivision approval process.

BACKGROUND

The Village of Telkwa has received a subdivision application for Phase 1 and Phase 2 of the
Alderemere Estates Subdivision. Phase 1 and Phase 2 propose to subdivide a 22.27 ha
(55.01 ac) parcel into 26 parcels between 840 m? and 1700 m? (see Attachments). The
subject property is located at 5760 Trail Avenue.
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The Village is asking the RDBN to “consider this subdivision and the impacts it may have on
the properties within the Regional District”.

Staff Comment

The proposed subdivision is adjacent to lands within the RDBN to the east and north. To
the east there are two parcels of undeveloped Crown Land within the ALR and zoned
Agricultural (Ag1). To the north is an undeveloped private parcel zoned Small Holdings (H1).
This parcel is part of a small rural subdivision of five parcels (four in the ALR) along Mesich
Road and currently contains three residences.

Planning Department staff have no concerns regarding the proposed subdivision. However,
it is recommended that the Village be asked to review the document titled “Subdivision
Near Agriculture: A Guide for Planners and Approving Officers in BC" to allow the Village to
ensure the subdivision approval process considers best practices regarding subdivision
near agricultural land.

ATTACHMENTS

Village of Telkwa referred Phased Development Plan
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board

From: Rowan Nagel, GIS/Planning Technician

Date: Feb 13, 2025

Subject: Notice of Work Referral No. 1300428

RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/majority)

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s
comments for Notice of Work Referral No. 1300428.

BACKGROUND

The Thompson Creek Metals
Company (TCMC) (DBA
Centerra Gold) has submitted
a five-year Notice of Work
(NoW) application under the
Mines Act for 50 diamond drill
holes. It amends an existing
permit (MX-100000125) to a
multi-year-area-based (MYAB)
permit. This differs from a
site-specific authorization by
allowing the applicant to

perform activities over a : j

S
Application Area
&\ \\V\AH

general area, rather than specific predetermined locations. The =~ %
amendment also establishes an additional 30 drill sites with supporting § )
trails and survey lines. %
The permit covers 8729.35 ha of primarily crown land between the E
Manson Creek and Germansen Landing communities. The area is i At
approximately 130 km north of Fort St. James and accessed via the | \
Thutade and Thutade-Manson Forest Service Roads. Nine private fortStiames

properties and five dwellings are included in the permit boundary. The nearest dwelling is
more than four km from the nearest drilling area. A small section of the MYAB is
designated Industrial under the Omineca Settlement Corridor OCP, but is over two km
away from the nearest drill site (See Comments).



In the first year, TCMC intends to drill 33 holes between 200 - 300 m in depth, and establish
3.5 km of roads. No new stream crossings are needed, but culverts may be reinstalled on
existing logging roads where required. The total disturbed area over five years is expected
to be 4.18 ha, with 13 m* of merchantable timber being removed. Once work is completed,
all sites and trails will be remediated by decompacting the ground, recontouring it to match
the natural slope, then replacing topsoil before scattering debris and vegetation.

ATTACHMENTS:

e Comment Sheet



Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

Comment Sheet on Crown Land Referral No. 1300428

Electoral Area:

Applicant:

Existing Land Use:
Zoning:

OCP Designation:

Proposed Use Comply with Zoning:
Agricultural Land Reserve:

Access:

Building Inspection:

Fire Protection:

Other comments:

Electoral Area C (Fort St James Rural)

Thompson Creek Metals Company (DBA
Centerra Gold)

Unsurveyed Crown Land
Not Zoned

Yes. Portion designated Industrial (1)
under the Omineca Settlement Corridor
OCP, 2003. Remainder Not Designated.

N/A

No

Thutade FSR, Thutade-Manson FSR
No

No

Extent of OCP Overlap shown below:

) ) OCP Overlap

Extent of S \
Application Area | [

gl

Nearest Drill Sites
e (~2km from OCP Overlap)

I_|




Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board

From: Cameron Kral, Planner

Date: February 13, 2025

Subject: Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project Eastern Route Alternative
Amendment

RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/majority)

Receive.

BACKGROUND

The Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project (PRGT Project) is a liquid natural gas pipeline
extending 900 km from Hudson's Hope in northeast B.C to Prince Rupert on the west coast.
Environmental Assessment approval for the project was issued in 2014 and a five-year
extension to start construction was granted in 2019.

In 2013 the RDBN was invited to participate in the Environmental Assessment review
process for the PRGT Project. The decision was made not to participate in the review
process. However, the attached letter dated October 14", 2014 was provided to the
Environmental Assessment Office (EAO) and the proponent.

In June 2024, the PRGT Project was acquired by the Nisga'a First Nation and Western LNG.
The RDBN sent the attached letter dated July 2, 2024 congratulating the Nisga'a First Nation
and Western LNG on their ownership of the PRGT Project. The Board's 2014 letter was
included.

|| Proposed Compressor |
Stations

Compressor Pipeline Route
Station

xS 3 e ord
: Proposed | v : A /‘/,
| Pipeline Route = ; (i Alternate Alternate
. el ; Proposed Proposed




In August 2024, the PRGT Project applied to the EAO for an Eastern Route Alternative
Amendment to EAC #14-06. This alternative route was in response to concerns raised by
First Nations and was originally proposed in 2015 as a potential option. The alternative
route follows the Highway 97 corridor from Tudyah Lake in the Regional District of Fraser-
Fort George, before proceeding west to rejoin the pipeline corridor near Philip Lakes in
Electoral Area C (Fort St. James Rural).

On February 3, 2025, the Regional District received the attached letter from Prince Rupert
Gas Transmission Ltd (PRGT Ltd.). This letter includes an update on the PRGT Project and
an offer to engage with the RDBN on the project. PRGT Ltd. has indicated that it is open to
making a presentation (delegation) to the Board in the coming months if there is Board
interest.

ATTACHMENTS:
o RDBN letter dated July 2, 2024 |etter to the Nisga'a First Nation and Western LNG
e PRGT Notification Letter dated February 3, 2025



ORTUNITIES W

“A WORLD OF OPP

July 2, 2024

Nisga'a Lisims Nation and Western LNG
c/o Rebecca Scott
Via email: rscott@ksilisimlng.com

Dear Rebecca Scott

RDBN Comments

The Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako (RDBN) is pleased to offer our congratulations to the new
ownership of the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project. The RDBN looks forward to working with
both partners on moving this project forward to the benefit of the region.

Please see the attached correspondence from the RDBN in response to the most recent permit
extension referral for the Middle River Compressor Station. This correspondence outlines the

RDBN's key issues relating to the project.

Sincerely,

Jason Llewellyn
Director of Planning

cc Lauralee Schoenenberger, Project Coordinator, Roy Northern Land and Environmental
Lauralee.schoenenberger@roynorthern.com

Sandra Webster, Environmental and Regulatory Affairs, Prince Rupert Gas Transmission
Project, swebster@westening.com

Attached: Letter dated March 5, 2024 from the RDBN

WWW.RDBN.BC.CA 1-250-692-3195
INFO@RDBN.BC.CA 1-800-320-3339

37 3RD AVE, PO BoxX 820 BURNS LAKE, BC VOJI1EO



mailto:rscott@ksilisimlng.com
mailto:Lauralee.schoenenberger@roynorthern.com
mailto:swebster@westenlng.com

“A WORLD OF OPP

March 5, 2024

Candace Mackenzie

Land Representative

Prince Rupert Gas Transmission

Limited Partnership

Via email: candace _mackenzie@tcenergy.com

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Comments: Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project
Permit Extension Notifications

Thank you for the notification letters regarding the permit extension applications for the proposed
Middle River compressor station site and sections 2, 2A, 3, and 4 of the proposed pipeline to be
submitted to the BC Energy Regulator in 2024.

Please find attached the letter from October 14, 2014 that remains valid and contains the Regional
District of Bulkley-Nechako's comments in regards to the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project

permit extension applications.

Sincerely,

Danielle Patterson
Senior Planner

Enclosed: October 14, 2014 referral response letter

WWW.RDBN.BC.CA 1-250-692-3195

INFO@RDBN.BC.CA 1-800-320-3339
37 3RD AVE, PO Box 820 BURNS LAKE, BC VOJI1EO



mailto:candace_mackenzie@tcenergy.com

37, 3rRD AVE, PO Box 820
BURNS LAKE, BC
VOJ 1EO

o OF OPPORTUNITIES Wiy, _ -
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October 14, 2014 R Reg
IONI/

Sacha Plotnikow, Project Manager

Roy Northern Land and Environmental

sacha@roynorthernbc.com

Keri Bruce, Land Representative
Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Limited Partnership
keri-lynn bruce@transcanada.com

Sent by e-mail

Re: Notification / Invitation to Consult Regarding the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project

This letter is provided by the Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako regarding your Notification /
Invitation to Consult with the Regional District (your documents PRGT004776-TC-LA-CC-0424. The Regional
District of Bulkley-Nechako would like to accept TransCanada’s invitation to consult with respect to the
pipeline project and associated facilities.

The Regional District has a number of issues relating to the proposed pipeline that we are eager to address
further with TransCanada and the Qil and Gas Commission (OGC). TransCanada is aware of the pipeline
related issue through our dealings on the Coastal GasLine Pipeline project. And we are concerned that
further delay in addressing the issues, and waiting for the construction contractors and worker camp
operators to address the issues with the Regional District may have unnecessary negative implications to all
parties. Therefore, we would like the issues to be addressed at this time.

The RDBN's issues relate to the following:

The Location and Size of Worker Camps and other Pipeline Facilities

Issues associated with the location of worker camps and other facilities associated with pipeline construction
such as emergency response, waste disposal, traffic management, local employment and local business

opportunities, etc. have not been adequately addressed. We note that the location of all facilities should be
discussed with the Regional District so that any Regional District issues related to specific locations can be

raised.
MUNICIPALITIES: ELECTORAL AREAS: INQUIRIES@RDBN.BC.CA
SMITHERS FORT ST. JAMES A - SMITHERS RURAL E - O0oTsA LAKE/FRANCOIS LAKE -RDBN.BC.CA
VANDERHOOF FRASER LAKE B - BURNS LAKE RURAL F - VANDERHOGF RURAL PH: 250-692-3195
HOUSTON TELKWA C - FORT ST. JAMES RURAL G - HOUSTON RURAL FX: 250-692-3305

BURNS LAKE GRANISLE D - FRASER LAKE RURAL T 800-320-3339@



Further information relating to the location of proposed pipeline facilities in the Regional District are
discussed in the attached brochure.

Solid and Liquid Waste Disposal

The RDBN requires information regarding the pipeline’s solid waste disposal needs to allow the RDBN to
identify any potential impacts on our infrastructure, and determine our ability to accommodate the waste.
For example the following information is required.

e How much solid waste (in tonnes) is proposed to be disposed of at each RDBN landfill?

e How much of that waste is industrial waste and hazardous waste?

e Over what time period is the waste proposed to be disposed?

e What waste reduction activities will be conducted to minimize waste generated (recycling,

composting, etc.)

There is no certainty that the RDBN will be able to accommodate certain solid waste from pipeline
construction and worker camps at our landfills. There needs to be discussions relating to the capacity of our
facilities, our operational limitations, and our long term costs well in advance of any request to utilize RDBN
facilities.

The RDBN's ability to accept liquid waste at our facilities is very limited. The most practical solution may be
the disposal of liquid waste at municipal facilities; however, the capacity of municipal facilities to
accommodate the waste from all of the potential pipeline projects is likely not known. It may be in the best
interest of TransCanada Pipelines Ltd. to begin working with municipalities to identify their capacity to accept
liquid waste, identify any facility upgrades that may be necessary, and discuss the fees that may be
associated with utilizing municipal facilities. It may also be an option to develop a regional facility. This may
be an opportunity for the region to obtain upgrades to infrastructure for the benefit of the region’s residents.
This same opportunity may be available for municipal water systems. The RDBN’s Environmental Services
Department is open to facilitating the necessary discussions between the municipalities and the pipelines.

TransCanada has indicated that their preference, with regard to the Coastal GasLink Pipeline, is to allow the
construction contractors and worker camp operators to sort out the manner in which solid and liquid waste
is disposed once the contracts have been awarded. The Regional District is concerned that this process will
result in the inability of the Regional District to plan for notable increases in landfill utilization, and missed
opportunity for improvements to municipal infrastructure and revenue generation.

The RDBN has requested that waste management plans for construction sites and construction camps be
developed and be preceded by an evaluation of the capacity of local facilities to accommodate waste,
including an assessment of the opportunity for infrastructure upgrades to accommodate liquid waste. The
RDBN also requested an evaluation of the capacity of local facilities to provide potable water to the work
camps and an assessment of the opportunity for infrastructure upgrades necessary to provide potable water.
Representatives from TransCanada have indicated that this evaluation work will begin in the fall of 2014;



however, we are not aware that this work has begun. This same request applies to the Prince Rupert Gas
Transmission Project.

Invasive Plant Control

The proposed Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project right of way can be expected to facilitate the spread of
invasive plants. The RDBN requests that TransCanada develop and commit to implementing an invasive plant
management plan within the right of way which is reviewed by the RDBN, and commit to provide annual
funding to the NWIPC to support their weed control efforts in the RDBN.

Fire Protection and Emergency Response

The RDBN requests that TransCanada consult with the RDBN regarding fire protection and emergency
response, and develop an emergency management plan that includes communications protocols and
evacuation plans for camps and workers.

TransCanada has indicated that their preference, with regard to the Coastal GasLink Pipeline, is to allow the
construction contractors and worker camp operators to develop the emergency management plans once the
contractors are hired. The Regional District is concerned that this process will result in the inability of the
RDBN to ensure that the plans are adequate and will result in inconsistent plans and protocols between
camps, and pipeline contractors. Of particular concerns are the communications protocols and emergency
evacuation components of the plan.

Log and Wood Fibre Utilization

The cutting of trees and the long term loss of forested lands associated with the proposed pipeline
represents a negative impact to the long term sustainability of the regions forest industries. To minimize this
loss it is important that all useable logs cut from the pipeline right of way be utilized. It is expected that the
logs that can be economically harvested and transported to an end user would be sold. The RDBN has
expressed concern that where the cost of harvesting and transportation are too high the logs will not be
utilized in support of the forest products industries. The RDBN would like TransCanada Pipelines Ltd. to
ensure that wood fibre is utilized in support of the forest products industries even if it cannot be sold or
otherwise economically transported to market.

Employee Training and Apprenticeships
The RDBN requests that TransCanada Pipelines Ltd. identify the specific actions that will be taken to ensure

local employment is maximized, and that apprenticeship positions for local employees are provided. The
RDBN would also like to be included in the process to plan for worker training and utilization.



Use of Local Business

The RDBN encourages TransCanada to do all that is possible to scale the size of contracts related to pipeline
construction and operation in a manner which allows local business to take advantage of the opportunity
offered by the pipeline. Early communication with local business regarding the opportunities that will be
available has also been identified as important to ensure that these opportunities are taken advantage of by
local entrepreneurs. The specific actions that TransCanada is committing to undertake to maximize the
involvement of local business in the pipeline construction, and maintenance, process needs to be further
discussed and confirmed with the RDBN.

The Regional District remains concerned that very few contracts associated with pipeline construction will go
to local business given the scale of the contracts and a lack of knowledge of the procurement process. There
is opportunity for local businesses to expand or be created as a result of pipeline construction; however, the
extent of the local opportunity is entirely dependent on the business practices of TransCanada Pipelines Ltd.
We would like to understand the specific steps that TransCanada Pipelines Ltd. is planning to take to take
maximize local opportunity.

The Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako looks forward to addressing these issues with TransCanada and the
OGC as part of the OGC permitting process.

Sincerely,

Director of Planning

cc: Peter Wijtkamp, Manager, Special Projects, OGC (Peter.Wijtkamp@bcogc.ca)



PRGT

Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Ltd.
c/o Industry Relations Office
101-4441 Lakelse Avenue, Suite 1A
Terrace, B.C.

V8G 1P1

February 3, 2025
Sent VIA E-mail

Curtis Helgensen
Chief Administrative Officer
Regional District of Bulkley Nechako

Re: Notification Regarding the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Eastern Route Alternative
Amendment (Amendment #7)

Dear Curtis,

Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Ltd. (PRGT) is writing to provide you information of proposed changes
to the eastern portion of the Prince Rupert Gas Transmission Project (the Project).

The Project is an approved natural gas pipeline designed to deliver natural gas from northeast BC to
the northwest coast of the province. PRGT as the proponent has completed a multi-year
environmental assessment process, culminating in the receipt of an environmental assessment
certificate (EAC) in 2014 and subsequent EAC extension in 2019, as well as Energy Resource Activities
Act Section 25 Permits. In 2024 PRGT initiated construction on the Project within pipeline permit
Section 5B and has requested a Substantial Start Determination from the Environmental Assessment
Office anticipated in Q2 of 2025.

PRGT is committed to consulting with Indigenous groups, and this consultation process has resulted in
the identification of the Eastern Route Alternative to address feedback received from Treaty 8 First
Nations following project approval in 2014. The proposed alternative route will start at a potential
initiation point approximately 37 km west of Chetwynd and join the original approved Project right-of-
way at KP 230. The Eastern Route Alternative has been aligned adjacent to existing corridors and
developments for over 80% of the route. The alternative will include a new Compressor Station, which
will be an alternative compressor station to the Johnson Creek Compressor Station on the original
permitted route. A meter station will be co-located with the alternative compressor station. The
alternative compressor station will be designed for both electric and natural gas fired compressors. The
supply of electricity will be provided by a third party as a separate scope.



PRGT

The original permitted route and the Eastern Route Alternative are identified on the attached map. To
progress with this route alternative, PRGT is required to seek provincial approval through the Eastern
Route Alternative Amendment to the Project’s approved EAC (#E14-06), followed by permitting
through the British Columbia Energy Regulator (BCER). PRGT applied to the province for this
Amendment on August 23, 2024, and is available on the EAO’s EPIC website.

PRGT is writing to you to provide notice that your community may be potentially impacted given the
location of the pipeline corridor that PRGT is evaluating for the Eastern Route Alternative. If you wish,
we would be pleased to present you with additional information, discuss potential Project-related
impacts to your community, and seek your feedback on the Amendment application for incorporation
into construction planning and execution (including development of site-specific mitigation measures).

For further information or questions about the Amendment, please contact me directly.

Sincerely,

(oK

Rebecca Scott

Senior Director, Communications and Community Engagement
Western LNG

rscott@westernlng.com



https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r03/___https://www.projects.eao.gov.bc.ca/api/public/document/66f1749f83f2860021f4dabd/download/PRGT-East-EAC-Amendment_file1of6.pdf___.YzFjOnJkYm46YzpvOjkyNWZmODZmMDllNjYwYTljYTcxMjM3YmRmNTc2MTU2Ojc6Y2VmZDpjYjM1YmU0ZDU2OGE4MDk5OWNlNTVhOWUwZWViYWQ5OGZkMGQxYTEwNjllMzAyNmU4ZmFiN2Q0YWFhMTQ0YmRmOnA6RjpO
mailto:rscott@westernlng.com
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board

From: John llles, Chief Financial Officer

Date: February 13, 2025

Subject: Consumer Price Index

RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/weighted)
Receipt

BACKGROUND and SUMMARY

The Regional District utilizes the Consumer Price Index (CPI) for British Columbia for
December (December 2023 to December 2024) to adjust directors’ remuneration and staff
wages each year. CPl was calculated as 2.6%.

Officially this table is cited as:

Statistics Canada. Table 18-10-0004-02 Consumer Price Index by geography, all-items, monthly, percentage
change, not seasonally adjusted, Canada, provinces, Whitehorse, Yellowknife and Iqaluit

The directors’ remuneration has been adjusted, and directors were paid the new
remuneration rate at the end of January. The IBEW Local 213 Collective Agreement 2025
wage schedule outlines a CPI increase or 2% whichever is greater. Finance staff will adjust
staff wages to the new rates of pay, including back pay to January 1%, 2025, with a target
date of March 21%.

The current draft 2025 budget includes an allowance for this estimate of inflation.

Attachment: CPI Table for British Columbia



Frequency: Monthly © Help
Table: 18-10-0004-02

M Save my customizations

Release date: 2025-01-21

Geography: Canada, Province or territory, Census subdivision, Census

metropolitan area, Census metropolitan area part
v Customize table
Geography : Reference period

British Columbia - Time: pecemper v 2024 v

Apply
# Add/Remove data [i] ¥ Download options

Didn't find what you're looking for? View related tables, including other calculations and frequencies

Showing 1 records Filter

Geography British Columbia (map)
Products and product November 2024 to December 2023 to
groups3.4 December 2023 November 2024 December 2024 December 2024 December 2024
2002=100 Percentage change
All-items 152.1 156.3 156.1 -0.1 26

How to cite: Statistics Canada. Table 18-10-0004-02 Consumer Price Index by geography,_all-items, monthly, percentage change, not seasonally.
adjusted, Canada, provinces, Whitehorse, Yellowknife and Igaluit
DOLI: https://doi.org/10.25318/1810000401-eng
















































































































Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
Board of Directors

To: Chair and Board

From: Megan D'Arcy, Regional Agriculture Coordinator

Date: February 13, 2025

Subject: Regional Agriculture Support System Change Project - Final Report
RECOMMENDATION: (all/directors/majority)
Receive.

BACKGROUND

The RDBN Regional Agriculture Coordinator participated in a three-year project initiated by
the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District (ACRD) meant to address potential system changes
to increase regional agriculture support through collaboration and innovative problem
solving.

The Regional Agriculture Support System Change project has now been completed.
Selected highlights from the final report entitled, ‘Expanding the Influence of Regional
Agricultural Support: Final Report for the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District’s ‘System
Change’ Test Project’ are listed below.

e The project was intended to test whether a ‘particular approach and set of activities
could positively influence BC's systems of agricultural support to better serve
regional producers.’

e From the executive summary - Agriculture is inclusive of marine production,
traditional Indigenous food system practices, and other means of food harvest and
cultivation.

e ‘Project activities succeed[ed] in: increasing knowledge and tools available to
support producers across BC; building relationships between key agents; and
changing narratives about regional roles in agri-food planning.’

From the Summary of Key Findings and Impacts
Systemic Impacts include, but are not limited to (as relevant to the RDBN):

e ‘Stronger relationships and avenues for communication and collaboration between
regionally driven agri-food organizations from across BC,
e Improvements to extension services for producers across BC,


https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/systems_change_year_3_final_report.pdf
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/systems_change_year_3_final_report.pdf
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/systems_change_year_3_final_report.pdf

e A more rounded and inclusive understanding about what contributes to ‘agriculture’
in BC,

e Increased equity and effort to compensate producers for their contributions to
meetings and consultation processes, and

e Areduction in silos between the various ministries and organizations who are
involved in agri-food issues (i.e., health, social services, environment, water, etc.).’

From Summary of Recommendations (as deemed relevant to the RDBN):

e ‘Local and regional governments consider a ‘Local Food System Support Framework' as
an alternative or addition to an Area Agricultural Plan.

e Networks have a clear mandate and purpose, and stick to it (redundancy in networks
reduces efficiency and causes competition for resources).’

There are more recommendations specific to local and regional governments listed on
page 18 of the report.

ATTACHMENTS
Poster with project summary.
Other resources include:

Link to Final Report for the Alberni-Clayoquot Regional District’s ‘System Change’ Test
Project (2021-2024) is here: https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-
development/agriculture/2024/systems_change vear 3 final report.pdf

ACRD Resource Database, completed in year three of the project, can be found here:
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/agri-
food database 2024.pdf



https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/systems_change_year_3_final_report.pdf
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/systems_change_year_3_final_report.pdf
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/agri-food_database_2024.pdf
https://www.acrd.bc.ca/dms/documents/planning-and-development/agriculture/2024/agri-food_database_2024.pdf

M" ALBERNI-CLAYOQUOT  vanocouver
e X " WITH THANKS TO OUR MANY PROJECT

An ACRD 'System Change’ Project (2018-2024)

EXPANDING THE INFLUENCE
OF REGIONAL
AGRICULTURAL SUPPORT

Primary funding from Vancouver Foundation

THREE SUGGESTED SHIFTS

FOR CONTINUED SYSTEMIC CHANGE

1. EDUCATE INSTEAD OF REGULATE Read the full report and
see a regional database
of online resources at

ACRD.bc.ca/agriculture

Systemic change comes from putting energy into education.
}\. In changing times, new approaches are needed. Producer
\ and organizational capacity is strained, and a focus on
education can help everyone to make better decisions.

2. TURN MEETINGS INTO CELEBRATIONS

Make meetings for engaging, celebratory, and purposeful.

Focus on solutions and then action them. Work to FOOD IS FOUNDATIONAL
/li understand and attune to the limitations of others. WE ARE STRONGER

Lift each other up!

TOGETHER
3. TURN GRANTS INTO GIFTS COLLABORATION IS KEY

If offering grants, make your expectations achievable and

empowering.

» Offer gifts like advice, feedback, knowledge, and education.

¢ Create programs that don't require producer application
or reporting.

« Provide core (not project-based) funding.

BC AGRICULTURE IS MORE THAN JUST e As regional voices grow stronger, BC’s diverse

geographical regions and producer populations

FIELD-GROWN CROPS are better represented.

e Agriculture will thrive when power, decision-

It’s the many ways we harvest and making, and program development is shared

between top-down (government) and bottom-up
(producer and community) agents.

bring food to the table

More info? Contact Amy Needham, ACRD Sustainability Planner
aneedham@acrd.bc.ca  250.720.2729



mailto:aneedham@acrd.bc.ca
https://protect.checkpoint.com/v2/r03/___https://www.acrd.bc.ca/agriculture___.YzFjOnJkYm46YzpvOmZmZTg1YTMxNTNjMTk0OGQ1MGY3MTkyOGRlZmRhNWUzOjc6MmY2OTozNzUyMDdiMDRkNjRlN2ZkNzNjZmE0Yjc4NTBlODE0ZGY0NzA5OGNjNGM2ZTE2NmIxNDQ0MTllZmQxNTZmMzU2OnA6VDpO

B
St BC Parks

File #: 98000-25/0013

February 4, 2025

Attn: Planning Department

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
37 3rd Avenue, PO Box 820

Burns Lake, British Columbia VO] 1EQ

Sent via email: planning@rdbn.bc.ca

To Whom it May Concern,

Re: Notification of an Administrative Change to Dead Man'’s Island Park

BC Parks would like to notify the Regional District of Bulkley Nechako of a proposed
administrative change for Dead Man's Island Park. The Park is currently designated as a
Class C Park and BC Parks would like to convert it to a Class A Park. This administrative
change will not affect public use or access to the Park; however, it will result in overall
efficiencies for park management.

The following information provides more details about the administrative change:

Purpose of Change from Class C Park (managed by a local Park
administrative Board) to Class A Park, to allow for direct management
change: and expenditures by BC Parks.

Provincial Decision The decision will be made by the Legislature. After
Maker & Process: receiving recommendations from BC Parks, the Minister

of Environment and Parks will make a decision on
whether to support the presentation of the administrative
change for consideration at a future session of the
Legislature. It is expected this process could be included
in the spring 2026 session of the Legislature.

Dead Man's Island Park is a small, 1-hectare park that was

Background: . . . . e
9 established in 1933 by Order-in-Council. It was reclassified
Ministry of Environment and Parks Mailing Address: Email: Nancy.White@gov.bc.ca
BC Parks North Coast Skeena Region Bag 5000, 3726 Alfred Ave  www.bcparks.ca

Conservation and Recreation Division Smithers BC VOJ 2NO
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BRITISH
COLUMBIA
January 28, 2025

Our Ref. 137521
X-Refs. 137271, 136423

Mark Parker

Chair

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako
37 3rd Avenue

PO Box 820

Burns Lake, BC V0] 1E0

Email Address: mark.parker@rdbn.bc.ca

Dear Mark Parker:

Thank you for your letter regarding follow-up from the Union of BC Municipalities convention
and my recent appointment as Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills. I
apologize for the delayed response.

I am honoured to once again be appointed to this role. I look forward to continual cross-sector
engagement to enhance post-secondary education and skills training opportunities in British
Columbia to build a strong, sustainable and innovative economy that works for everyone.

Premier David Eby has provided me with a mandate letter that I am eager to work with you
and our other partners on to ensure BC's post-secondary education and skills training needs
are met.

I understand that former Deputy Minister Bobbi Plecas confirmed that my Ministry is working
closely with the Ministry of Health, as well as with post-secondary institutions, to explore more
approaches to healthcare education to address concerns about worker shortages. I appreciate
that healthcare worker shortages have a significant impact on the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako.

Thank you again for writing to me and I look forward to future collaboration.

Sincerely,

Honourable Anne Kang
Minister of Post-Secondary Education and Future Skills

P : Mailing Address: Location:
Ministry of Post-Secondar Office of the 9
y y PO Box 9080 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings

Education and Future Skills  Minister Victoria BC VBW 9E2 Victoria






The RDCK also faces challenges related to equity in program delivery. As designed, the CCWR program is
intended for areas outside of fire protection zones which constitute only a fraction of our regional district
area. This would require the establishment of new service(s) to operate the CCWR program or if adopted by
the RDCK without the creation of new service(s) will mean the CCWR program is operating under an existing
service with the majority of service participants outside of an area supported by the CCWR program. This
creates an imbalance where the majority of participants would be funding a program from which they derive
no direct benefit — a clear misalignment with the regional district model under which we operate.

Feedback from the Argenta Safety and Preparedness Society (ASAP), the only 2024 CCWR pilot group in the
RDCK, and deployed in 2024 under BCWS, further highlights the challenges with the new model. Key concerns
raised include:
- The critical importance of rapid response and local knowledge for effective wildfire mitigation, which
is undermined by adding the RDCK as an administrative intermediary.
- The erosion of direct relationships between local CCWR groups and BCWS Zone and Fire Centre staff,
which have been instrumental to past successes.
- The operational burden placed on regional districts to manage volunteer brigades, including training,
equipment, and oversight, which exceeds the capacity of many local governments.
- The loss of flexibility and efficiency in wildfire response, as demonstrated by the Argenta brigade’s
ability to act quickly and effectively due to their direct collaboration with BCWS.

The RDCK urges the Province to reconsider the implementation of the CCWR program and how it aligns to
jurisdictional responsibilities for wildfire fighting outside fire protection zones, which is under BCWS. This
should inform which agency should assume responsibility for direct funding, training, PPE, and ensuring
operational readiness of the CCWR groups. The realignment we propose would help address the
misalignment of funding mechanisms to better support distinct program objectives and preserve a direct
relationships and oversight between BCWS and CCWR groups to maintain the agility and effectiveness of
wildfire response efforts. This direct relationship would also help ensure program scope clarity to community
groups and prevent unrealistic expectations during CCWR activations.

We value the Province’s commitment to wildfire response and preparedness and are eager to work
collaboratively to develop practical solutions that enhance community resilience without overburdening local
governments. We urge your office to engage in open dialogue and seek adjustments that reflect the
operational realities and capacities of regional districts like ours.

Thank you for considering these concerns. We look forward to engaging in further dialogue to address these
issues and strengthen our collective response to wildfires.

Sincerely,

et

Aimee Watson
Board Chair, Regional District of Central Kootenay




cc:
- Hon. Brittny Anderson, Minister of State for Local Governments and Rural Communities
- Hon. Kelly Greene, Minister of Emergency Management and Climate Readiness
- Hon. Steve Morissette, MLA Kootenay-Monashee
- Cliff Chapman, Director of Operations, BC Wildfire Service
- Kaitlin Baskerville, Provincial Operations Manager of Preparedness BCWS
- President Mandewo, UBCM
- Regional Districts
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