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VISION 
“A World of Opportunities 

Within Our Region” 

MISSION 
“We Will Foster Social,  

Environmental, and  
Economic Opportunities  

Within Our Diverse Region Through Effective 
Leadership” 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

AGENDA 

Thursday, July 16, 2020 

PAGE NO. CALL TO ORDER ACTION 

AGENDA – July 16, 2020 Approve 

SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA  Receive 

MINUTES 

7-20    Board Meeting Minutes – June 18, 2020 Adopt 

BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

ELECTORAL AREA PLANNING (All Directors) ACTION 

Development Variance Permit Applications 

21-28 Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 1  Recommendation 
Development Variance Permit Application C-01-20 
(Tschampa) Electoral Area “C” 
Deferred from the June 18, 2020 Board Meeting 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (All Directors) ACTION 

Crown Land Application Referrals 

29-31 Ashley Evanoff, Planning Summer Student  Recommendation 
Crown Land Application Referral No. 7410139 
(Manahan) 
Electoral Area “D” 

32-33 Ashley Evanoff, Planning Summer Student Recommendation 
Land Act Referral No. 0145394 &0208575 
(BC Parks) 
Electoral Area “A” 
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Meeting No. 8 

July 16, 2020 

PAGE NO. Mine Referral ACTION 

34-36 Ashley Evanoff, Summer Planning Student  Recommendation 
Mines Application Referral No. 13390-02-223 
(Ace Ventura Gold) 
Electoral Area “C” 

Correspondence 
(all highlighted items can be received as a block) 

37-39 ALR Regulation Changes Receive 

40-46 ALC – Non-Adhering Residential Use Receive 
Applications – Policy L-26 Adopted April 2020 

PAGE NO. ADMINISTRATION REPORTS ACTION 

47-50 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Direction 
Services - UBCM Minister Meeting Request 

51-52 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Recommendation 
Services – Annual UBCM Convention  
-September 22-24, 2020

53-54 John Illes, Chief Financial Officer Recommendation 
- Credit Card Payments

55-58 John Illes, Chief Financial Officer Recommendation 
- Drone Purchase

59-61 John Illes, Chief Financial Officer Recommendation 
- Gas Tax and NCPG Allocation

62-96 Sashka Macievich, Controller – 2019 Statement Recommendation 
of Financial Information 

97 John Illes, Chief Financial Officer – Bulkley Receive/ 
Valley Pool Update  Recommendation 

98-100 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Recommendation 
Services – Lakes Economic Development Service 
Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1910, 2020 

101-103 Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Recommendation 
Services – Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian  
Crosswalk Local Service Establishment 
Repeal Bylaw No. 1911, 2020 
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Meeting No. 8 

July 16, 2020 

PAGE NO. ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) ACTION 

104 Nellie Davis, Electoral Area “F” (Vanderhoof  Recommendation 
Rural) District of Vanderhoof  

105-115 Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief – Cluculz Recommendation 
Lake Fire Services Agreement 

116-133 Haley Jeffrey, Emergency Services Manager  Recommendation 
-Crisis Communications Plan

134 Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Recommendation 
Services – UBCM Community Excellence Awards 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES REPORT 

135 Alex Eriksen, Director of Environmental Services Recommendation 
-RDBN Metal Recycling Update

VERBAL REPORTS 

RECEIPT OF VERBAL REPORTS 

ADMINISTRATION CORRESPONDENCE 
(all highlighted items can be received as a block) 

136 Northern Development Initiative Trust – Regional Receive 
Business Liaison Program – Bulkley Nechako 
ND Project Number 6957 20 

137 Northern Development Initiative Trust – Regional Receive 
Business Liaison Program – Bulkley Nechako 
(Northwest) ND Project Number 6958 20 

138 Nechako-Kitamaat Development Fund Society Receive 
-NKDF COVID-19 Recovery Response

139 Union of BC Municipalities – Gas Tax Agreement Receive 
Community Works Fund Payment 

140-143 University of Northern BC- Nechako Valley Receive 
Ag-Partnership Development 

ACTION LIST 

144-145 June 2020 Receive 
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Meeting No. 8 

July 16, 2020 

 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 

 
  NEW BUSINESS 
 
   
  IN-CAMERA MOTION 
 

In accordance with Section 90 of the Community Charter, it is the 
opinion of the Board of Directors that matters pertaining to Section 
90(1)(c) - labour relations or other employee relations (Fire Services); 
90(1)(e) - the acquisition, disposition or expropriation of land or 
improvements, if the council considers that disclosure could 
reasonably be expected to harm the interests of the municipality 
Property Acquisition);  90(1)(g) - litigation or potential litigation 
affecting the municipality (Building Regulations); and 90(2)(b) – the 
consideration of information received and held in confidence relating 
to negotiations between the municipality and a provincial 
government or the federal government or both, or between a 
provincial government or the federal government or both and a third 
party (Boundary Expansion/First Nations Agreements) must/may be 
closed to the public, therefore exercise their option of excluding the 
public for this meeting. 

   
 
ADJOURNMENT 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
          

MEETING NO. 7 
 

Thursday, June 18, 2020 
 
PRESENT:  Chair  Gerry Thiessen  
   

Directors  Gladys Atrill – arrived at 11:11 a.m. 
Shane Brienen  
Mark Fisher 

  Dolores Funk 
Judy Greenaway 
Tom Greenaway  
Clint Lambert  
Brad Layton – Via Teleconference – left at 12:24 p.m., returned 
at 1:11 p.m. 
Linda McGuire  
Chris Newell 
Mark Parker 
Jerry Petersen  
Michael Riis-Christianson  
Sarrah Storey – arrived at 11:05 a.m. 

 
Staff  Curtis Helgesen, Chief Administrative Officer  

Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator – left 
at 12:17 p.m. 
Steve Davis, Building Inspector/Bylaw Enforcement Officer – left 
at 11:08 a.m. 
Janette Derksen, Deputy Director of Environmental Services – 
arrived at 11:34 a.m., left at 12:17 p.m. 
John Illes, Chief Financial Officer  
Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of Protective Services  
– arrived at 11:04 a.m. 
Jason Llewellyn, Director of Planning – Via Teleconference 
Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant  
Elaine Wiebe, Environmental Services Assistant – arrived at 
11:34 a.m., left at 12:17 p.m. 

 
CALL TO ORDER   Chair Thiessen called the meeting to order at 11:00 a.m. 
 
AGENDA &   Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2020-7-1 “That the Board Meeting Agenda of June 18, 2020 be approved; 

and further, that the Supplementary agenda be received and 
dealt with at this meeting.” 

    

   (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
MINUTES 
 
Board Meeting Minutes  Moved by Director J. Greenaway 
-May 21, 2020   Seconded by Director Petersen 
 
2020-7-2 “That the Board Meeting Minutes of May 21, 2020 be adopted.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 

7



Meeting No. 7 
June 18, 2020 
Page 2 

MINUTES (CONT’D) 
 
Committee Meeting   Moved by Director Parker 
Minutes    Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson 
 
2020-7-3 “That the Board receive the following Committee Meeting 

Minutes: 
 

-Committee of the Whole Meeting Minutes 
  -June 4, 2020 (Unapproved) 
 -Rural/Agriculture Committee Meeting Minutes 
  - June 4, 2020 (Unapproved) 

-Waste Management Committee Meeting Minutes 
-June 4, 2020 (Unapproved).” 

   
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
BUILDING INSPECTION (All Directors) 
 
Section 57 Notice on Title 
 
Section 57 Notice on Title Chair Thiessen called for comments from the gallery. 
-Block I, District Lot 1586, 
Range 5, Coast District 
(233 Prairie Road)  
Electoral Area “A” 
 

Moved by Director Fisher 
Seconded by Director Brienen 
 

2020-7-4 “That the Board receive the June 17, 2020 e-mail 
correspondence from Gary Huxtable – 233 Prairie Road – 
Hudson Bay Mountain.  

 
And that the Corporate Officer file a notice in the Land Title 
Office stating that a resolution has been made under Section 57 
of the Community Charter relating to land legally described as:  
Block I, District Lot 1586, Range 5, Coast District (233 Prairie 
Road).” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Section 57 Notice on Title Chair Thiessen called for comments from the gallery. 
-Lot 2, Section 2, Township 4, 
Range 5, Coast District,  
Plan 11676 (2400 Telkwa High Road) 
Electoral Area “A” 
 

Moved by Director Fisher 
Seconded by Director Funk 
 

2020-7-5 “That the Board receive the June 17, 2020 e-mail 
correspondence from Gary Huxtable – 2400 Telkwa High Road. 

 
And that the Corporate Officer file a notice in the Land Title 
Office stating that a resolution has been made under Section 57 
of the Community Charter relating to land legally described as:  
Lot 2, Section 2, Township 4, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 
11676 (2400 Telkwa High Road).” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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June 18, 2020 
Page 3 

 
Development Variance Permit Applications 
 
Development Variance Permit  Moved by Director T. Greenaway 
Application No. C-01-20  Seconded by Director J. Greenaway 
(Tschampa) - Electoral Area “C” 
 
2020-7-6 “That the Board approve Development Variance Permit C-01-20 

for the property located at 11186 Huffman Drive to vary Section 
3.0.8 d) of Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw 
No. 1800, 2020 to decrease the setback from the natural 
boundary of a lake from 15 metres to 6.7 metres for the 
proposed addition and the existing cabin built in general 
compliance with Schedule A of the permit.” 

 
 Moved by Director T. Greenaway 
 Seconded by Director McGuire 
 
2020-7-7 “That the Board defer Motion 2020-7-6 to a future RDBN Board 

meeting.”  
 

(Participants/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Development Variance Permit  Moved by Director Petersen 
Application No. F-01-20  Seconded by Director Parker 
(Thomson) - Electoral Area “F” 
 
2020-7-8 “That the Board approve Development Variance Permit F-01-20 

for the property located at 55655 Jardine Road to vary Section 
3.0.8 1 d) of Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw 
No. 1800, 2020 to decrease the setback from the natural 
boundary of a lake from 15 metres to 12 metres for a proposed 
dwelling.” 

 

(Participants/Directors/Majority) CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

Temporary Use Permit Application 
 
Temporary Use Permit   Moved by Director Lambert 
Application E-01-20 (CGL Seconded by Director Funk 
Laydown Site 43)  
Electoral Area “E” 
 
2020-7-9 “That the Board issue Temporary Use Permit E-01-20 for the 

property legally described as ‘West ½ of District Lot 4999, Range 
5, Coast District.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Bylaw for 3rd Reading and Adoption 
 
Rezoning Application A-08-19 Moved by Director Fisher 
(Penninga) 3rd Reading and  Seconded by Director Lambert 
Adoption – Bylaw 1907 and 1908 
Electoral Area “A” 
 
2020-7-10 1. “That the Board receive the Report of the Public Hearing for 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako OCP Amendment Bylaw 
1907, 2020 and Rezoning Bylaw No. 1908, 2020;  
2. That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako OCP Amendment 
Bylaw No. 1907, 2020 and Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Rezoning Bylaw No. 1908, 2020 be given third reading and 
adoption this 18th day of June, 2020.” 

 
(All/Directors/2/3 Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Bylaw Enforcement  
 
Illegal Scrap and Salvage Moved by Director Fisher 
Operation at 5200 Aspen Seconded by Director J. Greenaway 
Road – Electoral Area “A” 
 
2020-7-11 “That Staff work with the solicitor to undertake the process to 

petition for a B.C. Supreme Court injunction prohibiting Mr. 
Schultz from operating a scrap and salvage operation at 5200 
Aspen Road, or at any other location in contravention of the 
Regional District’s Zoning Bylaw. This process may involve the 
negotiation of a consent order by staff.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (All Directors) 
 
Memos 
 
Telkwa Coal Environmental Moved by Director Riis-Christiansen 
Assessment:  Pre-application Seconded by Director Fisher 
Draft Application Information 
Requirements 
 
2020-7-12 “That Staff submit comments to the Environmental Assessment 

Office regarding draft Application Information Requirements, as 
discussed in the June 18 staff report titled Telkwa Coal 
Environmental Assessment:  Pre-application Draft Application 
Information Requirements staff report.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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DEVELOPMENT SERVICES (All Directors) (CONT’D) 
 
Memos (Cont’d) 
 
Parks and Outdoor Recreation Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
Study    Seconded by Director T.Greenaway 
 
2020-7-13 “That the Board receive the Parks and Outdoor Recreation 

Service Study, and direct staff to report back to the Board with a 
strategy for the implementation of a parks and recreation service 
that does the following: 
- Allows Directors the ability to determine the services 

provided, if any, in their service areas; 
- Allows for the ownership of parks and recreation facilities; 
- Allows for the provision of sustainable funding to societies; 

and,  
- Ensures that taxation dollars are spent in the service areas 

in which they were raised.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Discussion took place regarding: 
- Village of Granisle  

o Potential tax for a Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Service 

o RDBN staff presenting to Village of Granisle Council 
- Ability for staff to provide a presentation if Municipal Councils 

and Area Directors want to establish a group  
- Staff time allocation depending on services determined 

o Administration costs will be outlined in the report 
coming forward to the Board 

- Report will provide an opportunity for Area Directors to 
present options to constituents  

- Ensuring that the principles are included and maintained 
now and in the future for the Board, staff and the public. 

 
Cycle 16 Trail Society  Moved by Director Fisher 
Memorandum of Understanding Seconded by Director Layton 
 
2020-7-14 “That the Board enter into the attached Memorandum of 

Understanding with the Cycle 16 Trail Society.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Discussion took place regarding: 
- Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure directive that 

the Cycle 16 Commuter Trail be owned by the RDBN and/or 
local government 

- Questions regarding the role of the RDBN moving forward 
will be provided in the report to the Board regarding strategy 
and implementation for the Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Study. 
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Crown Land Application Referrals 
 
Crown Land Application  Moved by Director Petersen 
Referral No. 7410124 Seconded by Director T. Greenaway 
(Winarto/Dennison) 
Electoral Area “F”  
 
2020-7-15 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Comment Sheet on 

Crown Land Application Referral No. 7410124 be provided to the 
Province as the Regional District’s comments on Crown Land 
Application Referral No. 7410124.” 

 
 (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Crown Land Application  Moved by Director Parker 
Referral No. 0278936 Seconded by Director Storey 
(Allan and Lisa Volts) 
Electoral Area “D”  
 
2020-7-16 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Comment Sheet on 

Crown Land Application Referral No. 0278936 be provided to the 
Province as the Regional District’s comments on Crown Land 
Application Referral No. 0278936.” 

 
 (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Mine Referral 
 
Mine Application Referral Moved by Director Parker 
No. 122802354-006 (Endako) Seconded by Director Storey 
Electoral Area “D”  
 
2020-7-17 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Comment Sheet on 

Mine Referral No.  122802354-006 be provided to the Province 
as the Regional District’s comments on Mine Application Referral 
No. 122802354-006 (Endako).” 

 
 (All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORTS 
 
Committee Meeting   Moved by Director Storey 
Recommendations   Seconded by Director J.Greenaway 
-June 4, 2020 
 
2020-7-18 “That the Board approve the June 4, 2020 Committee Meeting 

Recommendations 1 to 3 as written: 
 
    Committee of the Whole Meeting– June 4, 2020  
 

Recommendation 1: Re: COVID-19 Board Meeting Safety 
Precautions  
 
“That the Board approve plexiglass desk dividers at an estimated 
cost of $8,000.”  
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 

 
 
Rural/Agriculture Committee Meeting – June 4, 2020  
 
Recommendation 2: Re: Livestock Evacuation Plan  
 
“That the Board approve the amended Livestock Evacuation 
Plan.”  
 
Recommendation 3: Re: Solid Waste Inventory and 
Feasibility Plan  
 
“That the Board not proceed with hiring Tetratech to conduct the 
waste inventory study for the RDBN.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Budget Amendment  Moved by Director McGuire 
    Seconded by Director Brienen 
 
2020-7-19 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Financial Plan 

Amendment Bylaw No. 1912, 2020 be given first, second, third 
reading, and adoption this 18th day of June, 2020.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Chinook Community Forest Moved by Director Funk 
Annual Operating Budget Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2020-7-20 “That the Board support Chinook Comfor Limited Shareholders’ 

resolutions to approve the 2020-2021 Operation Budget.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Electoral Area “C” (Fort St. Moved by Director T. Greenaway 
James Rural) Road Rescue Seconded by Director J. Greenaway 
Contribution Service 
Establishment Repeal Bylaw  
No. 1905, 2020 
 
2020-7-21 “That Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Electoral Area “C” 

(Fort St. James Rural) Road Rescue Contribution Service 
Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1905, 2020 be adopted this 
18th day of June, 2020.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
Cluculz Lake Rural Fire  Moved by Director Petersen 
Protection Service  Seconded by Director T. Greenaway 
Establishment Amendment 
Bylaw No. 1906, 2020 
 
2020-7-22 “That Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service Establishment 

Amendment Bylaw No. 1906, 2020 be adopted this 18th day of 
June, 2020.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ADMINISTRATION REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Request for Letter of Support Moved by Director Parker 
Watershed Security Funding Seconded by Director Riis-Christiansen 
 
2020-7-23 “That the Board write a letter to Premier Horgan in support of the 

Nechako Environment and Water Stewardship Society (NEWSS) 
and the BC Watershed Security Coalition proposal to the B.C. 
and Federal Governments to invest in watershed security as a 
core focus of economic recovery plans for B.C.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2020 UBCM Resolution   Moved by Director Storey 
Deadline   Seconded by Director Lambert 
 
2020-7-24 “That the Board receive the Manager of Administrative Services’ 

June 18, 2020 memo titled 2020 UBCM Resolution Deadline.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Electoral Allocations of Federal Moved by Director T. Greenaway 
Gas Tax Funds    Seconded by Director Lambert 
-to June 1, 2020 
 
2020-7-25 “That the Board receive the Regional Economic Development 

Coordinator’s June 18, 2020 memo titled Electoral Allocations of 
Federal Gas Tax Funds – to June 1, 2020.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
Climate Action Revenue  Moved by Director Parker 
Incentive Program (CARIP) Seconded by Director Funk 
Public Report – Climate Action 
Survey 2019 
 
2020-7-26 “That the Board approve the Climate Action Revenue Incentive 

Program (CARIP) Public Report for 2019.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
Staff will investigate the potential to utilize RDBN Climate Action 
Revenue for parks and recreation green space for carbon offsets 
and the inability to utilize the building of Transfer Stations for 
carbon offsets.  

  
VERBAL REPORTS 
 
Village of Granisle Water  Director McGuire stated that the technicians are arriving the 
Treatment Facility   week of June 22-26, 2020 to commission the Village of  
Commissioning   Granisle’s Water Treatment Facility. 
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VERBAL REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Canada Day Celebration Director McGuire mentioned that the Village of Granisle intends 
-Village of Granisle to move forward with its Canada Day Celebrations with a flag 

raising ceremony with the RCMP and prepared hotdogs and 
cake to handout.  They are being mindful of current COVID-19 
limitations.  The event is a trial to move forward with its Granisle 
Days Celebration.   

 
Funding for Home Meals Director McGuire noted that the Village of Granisle received  
for Vulnerable Residents funding for a home meal delivery program to assist vulnerable  
in Granisle residents in the community. 
 
District of Fort St. James  Director J. Greenaway provided a brief update regarding  
Update    the District of Fort St. James:  

- District of Fort St.James Municipal Office remains closed at 
this time due COVID 19 

- Community grocery delivery system remains in place 
- Canada Day Celebrations 

o Virtual 
o Trivia Contest being conducted by District staff 

- Northern Development Initiative Trust Planning Intern has 
started at the District and is from Vancouver. 

 
Lakes District Fall Fair Director Riis-Christianson commented that the Lakes District Fall 
Cancelled Fair has had to cancel its event this year due to COVID-19.  It is 

the second time it has been cancelled in three years.  He 
recognized the number of events and impacts to the 
communities in the region due to COVID-19. 

 
Meeting with Telus Director Riis-Christianson commented that, along with Directors  
RE:  Broadband on Southside  Lambert and Newell he met with Telus in regard to broadband  
of Francois Lake coverage on the Southside of Francois Lake.  Director Lambert 

mentioned that they are working on details for additional towers.  
Director Newell spoke of connectivity issues and that he wants to 
move forward with access to internet in Area “G” (Houston 
Rural). 

 
Parks and Recreation   Director Parker noted that he has had conversations with groups 
Discussion -Electoral Area “D”  in Electoral Area “D” (Fraser Lake) in regard to a potential Parks 
(Fraser Lake Rural)  and Recreation function/service in the area. 
 
Meeting – Cluculz Lake   Director Petersen, Deborah Jones-Middleton, Director of  
Volunteer Fire Department Protective Services and Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief 

met with the Cluculz Lake Volunteer Fire Department to 
announce that utilizing the Northern Capital Planning Grant, 
there is funding to build a new fire hall.  A committee has been 
organized to work with RDBN staff to move forward with a new 
fire hall. 

 
Funding for a Foundry in Director Funk announced Carrier Sekani Family Services has  
Burns Lake  received funding for a Foundry in Burns Lake.  It will provide 

health and wellness resources, including social, educational and 
mental health resources for people ages 12 to 24 and their 
families.  Carrier Sekani Family Services worked with a number 
of stakeholders in the community, including Director Funk, to 
submit an expression of interest to the Province of BC. 
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VERBAL REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Village of Burns Lake Director Funk mentioned that the Village of Burns Lake has  
Standing Committee  formed a standing committee in regard to Economic  
-Economic Diversification and  Diversification and Recovery to move projects forward in the 
Recovery community. 
 
Recognition of Houston   Director Brienen commented that Houston recently lost two 
Community Members very active volunteer community members; Hank Buursema and 

Tom Guest, each serving on the Houston Volunteer Fire 
Department for 43 and 40 years respectively.  Mr. Guest was 
also a municipal councilor for one term of office.  Director 
Brienen provided recognition to both men for their community 
service and dedication and the incredible ways they always 
helped the community. 

 
LBN Foundation Agreement Director Newell noted that he met with Tom McCarthy, Divisional 

Chief Negotiator, and Tlell Glover, Senior Resource Coordination 
Officer, Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation in 
regard to the Lake Babine Foundation Agreement.  Due to 
COVID-19 restrictions challenges have been identified due to the 
inability to have public meetings and meeting virtually creates a 
number of issues.  Mr. McCarthy and Ms. Glover are creating a 
working group and have requested Director Newell’s 
participation.  He has also put forth CAO Helgesen’s name to be 
a part of the working group. 

 
Post Rail Pilot Project Director Storey mentioned that the Village of Fraser Lake has 

been approved to conduct a Post Rail Pilot Project utilizing the 
airport land.  It will investigate innovative ideas in regard to 
thinning and spacing of trees as a sustainable model. 

 
Pipeline Project Director Storey commented that the Coastal GasLink  
Accommodations  project will be increasing its number of workers in the area by the 

end of 2020, and the Village of Fraser Lake is developing RV 
space to allow for additional workers in the area. 

 
Village of Fraser Lake 4th  Director Storey reported that the Village of Fraser Lake’s 4th   
Lagoon lagoon project has been approved and will be moving forward.  It 

will also allow the ability to accept camp waste. 
 
New Gold Inc Sells its   Director Storey announced New Gold Inc’s announcement of its  
Blackwater Project to Artemis  sale of the Blackwater Project to Artemis Gold.  She noted they  
Gold     are awaiting further information. 
 
Town of Smithers Update Director Atrill provided a Town of Smithers update: 

- Continues to have its Community Outreach Roundtable 
discussions on a bi-weekly basis.   

- Town of Smithers Municipal Council Chambers are open to 
the public 

- Working on a long-term governance structure for the 
Smithers Fall Fair Grounds 

- Smithers held a Black Lives/Indigenous Lives Matter rally 
o Attendees shared local stories. 

 
Twelve Unit Senior Housing Director Layton mentioned that the Twelve Unit Senior Housing  
Unit – Village of Telkwa project is in its last stages of planning.  He is hoping that with 

sufficient funding construction of the project will begin in the near 
future. 
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VERBAL REPORTS (CONT’D) 
 
Village of Telkwa Sewer Director Layton commented that the Village of Telkwa will be   
and Water Infrastructure completing sewer and water infrastructure projects in 2020  
Funding with approximately $6 million from successful grant applications. 
 
 
District of Vanderhoof   Chair Thiessen noted that the District of Vanderhoof Municipal 
Municipal Office Office remained open during the pandemic with no public 

attendance at Council Meetings.  
 
Grad Ceremonies Chair Thiessen spoke of the innovative Grad Ceremonies that 

took place in Vanderhoof.  He mentioned the importance of Grad 
Ceremonies and great new ideas that have been implemented. 

 
Preplanning for Second Chair Thiessen, along with First Nations, RCMP,  
Wave of COVID-19 Northern Health and School District 91 Nechako Lakes have 

been meeting to preplan for the possibility of a second wave of 
COVID-19. 

 
District of Vanderhoof Chair Thiessen mentioned that the District of Vanderhoof is  
-Northern Capital & Planning utilizing its Northern Capital and Planning Grant on paving 
Grant and infrastructure upgrades in 2020. 
 
Northern Development Initiative Chair Thiessen announced that Director Parker was elected to  
Trust Board Member  the Northern Development Initiative Trust Board of Directors.  He  
Announcement spoke of the importance of participating on NDIT’s Board of 

Directors. 
 
Northern Mayors Meeting Chair Thiessen met with ten northern community Mayors and a 

topic for discussion was the various organization membership 
fees for local government. 

 
Police Funding Chair Thiessen indicated that the District of Vanderhoof is 

currently reviewing police funding.  
 
North Central Local  Director McGuire questioned how the North Central Local 
Government Association Government Association was moving forward with virtual 

meetings for its Executive Committee.  Director Storey noted that 
the Executive Committee had its AGM via Zoom and resolutions 
that had been submitted to NCLGA have been forwarded to the 
Union of B.C. Municipalities for consideration at its 2020 Virtual 
Convention.  NCLGA has cancelled some projects for 2020 as 
well.  NCLGA continues to meet regularly but there are 
challenges with poor internet. 

     
Receipt of Verbal Moved by Director Lambert 
Reports  Seconded by Director T. Greenaway 
 
2020-7-27 “That the verbal reports of the various Board of Directors be 

received.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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ACTION LIST 
 
Action List   Moved by Director McGuire 
    Seconded by Director T. Greenaway 
 
2020-7-28 “That the Board receive the Action List for May 2020.” 

 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
SUPPLEMENTARY AGENDA 
 
ADMINISTRATION REPORT 
 
RFP-Purchase of Computers Moved by Director Storey 
for ESS Program  Seconded by Director Atrill 
 
2020-7-29 “That the Board enter into a contract with Microserve for the 

purchase of 71 Lenovo Thinkpad T14 computers and 71 HP 
printers as described in their submission for the quoted price of 
$138,013.82 (including PST).” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES 
 
Knockholt Landfill Phase 3B Moved by Director Fisher 
-Authorization to Proceed Seconded by Director Storey 
Using Prime Contractor  
Agreement 
 
2020-7-30 “That the Board proceed with completion of the Phase 3B 

Development Project at the Knockholt Landfill with the RDBN 
assuming the role of Prime Contractor as authorized under 
Bylaw No. 1532.  And, that the Board approve an expenditure 
limit for completion of the Phase 3B Development 
Project of $450,000.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
PLANNING 
 
Public Hearing Minutes   Moved by Director Fisher 
-Rezoning Application A-08-19 Seconded by Director Funk 
(Penninga) and Development 
Variance Permit Application  
C-01-20 (Tschampa) Submission 
From Lisa Schlueter 
 
2020-7-31   “That the Board receive the following: 
    Bylaw for 3rd Reading and Adoption 

- Public Hearing Minutes – Rezoning Application A-08-19 
(Penninga) 3rd Reading and Adoption Bylaw 1907 & 1908 – 
Electoral Area “A”  

Development Variance Permit Application 
- Development Variance Permit Application C-01-20 

(Tschampa) Submission from Lisa Schlueter.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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Meeting No. 7 
June 18, 2020 
Page 13 

 
Break for lunch at 12:24 p.m. 
 
Reconvened at 1:06 p.m. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
2020 UBCM Resolution  Moved by Director Riis-Christianson 
RE:  Connectivity  Seconded by Director McGuire 
 
2020-7-32 “That the Board submit the following resolution to the 2020 Union 

of B.C. Municipalities in regard to Internet and Cell Phone 
Service: 

 
WHEREAS access to fast, affordable broadband internet and 
cell phone service is essential in today’s digital world; 
 
AND WHEREAS broadband internet and cell phone service in 
many rural and remote communities across British Columbia is 
either non-existent or too slow and unreliable to access many 
services necessary for economic and social well-being; 
 
AND WHEREAS during an emergency where social interaction 
is limited or traditional communications infrastructure is 
compromised, it is imperative that citizens have reliable 
broadband internet and cell phone service to access health care, 
education, online meeting platforms, emergency information, and 
other programs relating to health and wellness; 
 
AND WHEREAS while fees charged for broadband internet and 
cell phone service in rural and remote communities are among 
the highest in Canada and the world, the quality of service has in 
many instances declined in recent months; 
 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that NCLGA and UBCM urge 
the Province of BC to establish an infrastructure framework to 
ensure that equal access to internet and cell phone service is 
available to all British Columbians.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 

2020 UBCM Resolution  Moved by Director Fisher 
RE:  Cardboard Recycling Seconded by Director Storey 
 
2020-7-33 “That the Board submit the following resolution to the 2020 Union  

of B.C. Municipalities in regard to Cardboard Recycling: 
 

WHEREAS cardboard is cardboard; 
 

AND WHEREAS all cardboard in the Province of BC should be 
treated equally: 

 
THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that UBCM request that the 
Province of BC immediately incorporate all cardboard into the 
existing Extended Producer Responsibility Program operated by 
Recycle BC.” 
 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
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NEW BUSINESS 
 
2020 UBCM Resolution   Moved by Director Fisher 
RE:  Ministry of Transportation Seconded by Director Riis-Christianson 
and Infrastructure RE:  Active  
Transportation  

 
2020-7-34 “That Staff work with Director Fisher to prepare and submit a 

resolution in regard to Ministry of Transportation and 
Infrastructure – Active Transportation.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
2020 UBCM Meeting with Director Fisher spoke of scheduling a meeting with BC  
BC Assessment Assessment at the 2020 UBCM Convention.  He brought forward 

concerns in regard to the impacts to residents with the significant 
increase to tax assessments in particular areas in the region.  
Staff will follow up with BC Assessment to schedule a meeting.  
Prior to COVID-19 staff was working to have BC Assessment 
assessors in the region attend a RDBN Board Meeting.  Staff will 
continue to work with BC Assessment to schedule meetings. 

 
Rural Coordination Centre of Director Lambert mentioned that he had received an invitation 
BC Invitation – BC Rural and to attend the Rural Coordination Centre of BC’s (RCCBC) BC  
First Nations Health and Rural First Nations Health and Wellness Summit held virtually  
Wellness Summit  on June 29-30, 2020.  Chair Thiessen spoke of the importance of 

attending the Summit. 
 
IN-CAMERA MOTION  Moved by Director McGuire 
    Seconded by Director Brienen 
 
2020-7-35 “In accordance with Section 90 of the Community Charter, it is 

the opinion of the Board of Directors that matters pertaining to 
Section 90(1)(c) – labour relations or other employee relations 
may be closed to the public, therefore exercise their option of 
excluding the public for this meeting.” 

 
(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 

 
ADJOURNMENT  Moved by Director McGuire 
    Seconded by Director Brienen 
 
2020-7- 36   “That the meeting be adjourned at 1:18 p.m.” 
 

(All/Directors/Majority)  CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY 
 
 
 
________________________   ___________________________________ 
Gerry Thiessen, Chair Wendy Wainwright, Executive Assistant 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

STAFF REPORT 

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

FROM: Jennifer MacIntyre, Planner 

DATE: June 18, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Development Variance Permit Application No. C-01-20 (Tschampa) 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the Board approve Development Variance Permit C-01-20 for the property located 
at 11186 Huffman Drive to vary Section 3.0.8d) of “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 2020 to decrease the setback from the natural boundary of a lake 
from 15 metres to 6.7 metres for the proposed addition and the existing cabin built in 
general compliance with Schedule A of the permit. 

VOTING 

Electoral Area Planning – Participants/Directors/Majority 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

This application proposes to reduce the setback requirement from the Natural Boundary to allow 
a 600 square foot addition to be built beside an existing dwelling (built in 1927).  The proposed 
setback reduction is 15 meters to 6.7 meters.   

Staff have no objection to the reduced setback.  The building area is separated from the 
watercourse by a substantial retaining wall, and there is no natural vegetation in the riparian 
area.  The building area appears to be elevated above the prescribed Flood Construction Level 
under the Floodplain Management Bylaw.  Therefore, staff have no objection to the proposed 
variance.    

Reviewed by: Written by: 

________________________ ________________________ 
Jason Llewellyn Jennifer MacIntyre 
Director of Planning  Planner 
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APPLICATION SUMMARY 
 

Name of Applicants:  Carol and Joe Tschampa 

Electoral Area:  C 

Subject Property: Lot 11, District Lot 650, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 8171. The 
subject property is 0.44 ha. (1.09 acres) in size. 

OCP Designation: Lakeshore (L) in the Fort St. James Rural OCP Bylaw No. 1578, 
2010. 

Zoning: Waterfront Residential II (R4) under RDBN Zoning Bylaw No. 1800, 
2020. 

Existing Land Use: Residential 

Location: The subject property is located at 11186 Huffman Drive, on Stuart 
Lake, 12 km west of the District of Fort St. James. 

 

 
 
PROPOSAL 
 
The applicants wish to build a 20 ft. x 30 ft. (600 sq. ft.) addition to their existing dwelling. The 
applicants have confirmed that the existing cabin and proposed addition are located 6.7 metres 
(22 ft.) from the Natural Boundary of Stuart Lake.  The addition is proposed to be next to the 
existing dwelling to increase functionality and to avoid the septic system located in front of the 
existing dwelling.  Therefore, an application for a Development Variance Permit to vary the 
Zoning Bylaw by reducing the Natural Boundary Setback from 15 metres (49.21 ft.) to 6.7 metres 
(22 ft.) has been made to allow construction of the proposed addition.  
 
The applicant states that the existing dwelling is very close to the Rear Parcel Line; however there 
is no Rear Parcel Line setback in the R4 Zone.   
 

 

22



Site Plan and Ortho Photo 

      
 

PLANNING DEPARTMENT COMMENTS 
Land Use 
 
The surrounding area is a well-established small lot waterfront residential subdivision. The 
applicant indicates that the cabin was built in 1927, well before, the establishment of RDBN 
setback regulations.  The 6 to 7 foot-high retaining wall located along the waterfront appears to 
have been built a number of decades ago after the construction of the house.  The retaining wall 
is located on Crown Land and the Natural Boundary of the lake is at the base of the retaining wall.  
The property owner has developed a deck and flower bed on a portion of the Crown Land.   
     
   Retaining wall/ Natural Boundary   Retaining wall/ Natural Boundary 
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Floodplain Management Bylaw 
 
The property is located within the 
floodplain area of Stuart Lake pursuant to 
“Floodplain Management Bylaw No. 
1300”.  Within this area the habitable floor 
space must be above a Flood Construction 
Level of 683.50 meters (Geodetic Survey 
of Canada Datum).  The applicant has said 
he is confident the that building site is 
above this elevation and he does not want 
to hire a surveyor to confirm building site 
elevation at this time.  At the time of 
building the property owner will have to 
satisfy the Building Inspector that the 
required elevations are being met.       

 
Staff considered whether the elevation of the building site is being structurally elevated by the 
retaining wall.  If this were the case the Floodplain Management Bylaw setbacks would apply.  
However, as the dwelling was constructed prior to the existence of the retaining wall staff have 
taken the position that the ground is naturally elevated in the area.   
 
Building Inspection 
 
There is no BC Building Code or Building Bylaw concerns with the proposed setback reduction.   
During the Building Permit approval process the Building inspectors will evaluate the Flood 
Construction Level issue.  Also, the building must occur in a manner which does not put load on 
the existing retaining wall.    
 
Public Consultation 
 
All property owners within 100 meters of the subject property have been provided notice of the 
application and were given an opportunity to comment on this application in writing.  Written 
submissions will be made available at the Board meeting on June 18, 2020 when the Board 
considers this application. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
DEVELOPMENT VARIANCE PERMIT NO. C-01-20 

ISSUED TO: Carol Edna and Joseph William Tschampa 
5788 Leland Road 
Prince George, BC  
V2N 6J2 

WITH RESPECT TO THE FOLLOWING LANDS: 

11186 Huffman Drive - Lot 11, District Lot 650, Range 5, Coast District, Plan 8171 

1. This Development Variance Permit varies “Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw 
No. 1800, 2020” as follows:

• Section 3.0.8.1. d) is varied by reducing the Setback from the Natural Boundary of Stuart
Lake from 15 metres to 6.7 metres. 

2. This variance applies only to the addition and the existing dwelling shown on the plan attached as
Schedule A, which forms part of this permit.

3. The lands shall be developed in accordance with the terms and provisions of this permit and the
plans and specifications attached hereto as Schedule A, which forms part of this permit.

4. This permit is not a building permit, nor does it relieve the owner or occupier from compliance
with all other bylaws of the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako applicable thereto, except as
specifically varied or supplemented by this permit.

5. If a building permit for the development that is the subject of this permit, has not been issued,
and the construction substantially commenced within 2 years after the date of this permit’s
issuance, this permit shall lapse.

AUTHORIZING RESOLUTION passed by the Regional District Board 
this 18 day of  June, 2020. 

PERMIT ISSUED on the ___ day of ______, 2020. 

Corporate Administrator 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

STAFF REPORT 

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

FROM:  Ashley Evanoff, Summer Planning Student 

DATE: July 16, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Crown Land Application Referral No. 7410139 (Manahan) 

RECOMMENDATION 

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s 

comments on Crown Land Application 7410139. 

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority 

DISCUSSION 

This application is for a Crown Grant to purchase a parcel (Lot 11, Block 136, Section 26, 

Township 15, Range 5, CD, Plan 960A) in Fort Fraser.  The applicant’s residential use is located 

on lots 8, 9 and 10, adjacent to the application area.  The applicant area is approximately 461 

square metres (0.114 acres) in size.   

The intent of this application is to provide additional land for the applicant to build a carport.  

To comply with RDBN Zoning the parcels (lots 8, 9, 10, and 11) need to be consolidated so that 

the carport is located on the same parcel as the main residence.  The application area is zoned 

Single Family Residential (R1) under the RDBN Zoning Bylaw and is not located within the 

Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR).  

It is noted that a building on the Applicant’s land encroached notably onto road right of way. It 

is recommended that FLNRO consult with the Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure 

regarding this encroachment.  
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Reviewed by:  Written by: 

___________________________ _____________________________ 

Jason Llewellyn Ashley Evanoff 

Director of Planning  Summer Planning Student  
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO  

COMMENT SHEET ON CROWN LAND REFERRAL 7409648 

 

Electoral Area:    D 

Applicant:     Kelly and Tarame Manahan 

Existing Land Use:    Vacant 

Zoning: Zoned Single Family Residential (R1) under 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Zoning Bylaw 

No. 1800, 2020. 

Plan Designation Designated Community Centre under Endako, 

Fraser Lake, Fort Fraser Official Community Plan, 

Bylaw No. 1865, 2019 

Proposed Use Comply with Zoning:  Yes, if consolidated with applicants property 

If not, why?      

Agricultural Land Reserve:   No 

Access Highway:    Highway 16 

Archaeological Site:    None according to provincial mapping 

Building Inspection:    Inside the Building Inspection Area 

Fire Protection:    Inside the Rural Fire Protection Area 

Other comments: As a condition of the sale of Lot 11 the applicant 

should be required to consolidate lots 8 – 11 to 

ensure compliance with the RDBN’s Zoning Bylaw. 

  FLNRO should consult with the Ministry of 

Transportation and Infrastructure regarding the 

encroachment of the applicant’s buildings onto 

Road Right of Way. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

STAFF REPORT 

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

FROM:  Ashley Evanoff, Planning Summer Student 

DATE: July 16, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Crown Land File No. 0145394 and 0208575 (Land Act Reserves in Lake Kathlyn)

RECOMMENDATION 

That BC Parks be informed that the RDBN has no interest in assuming responsibility for the 

subject property, and that BC Parks be asked to reconsider their position that the reserve on 

these lands, and the provision of parkland in this area, is outside of their mandate.   

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority 

DISCUSSION 

This report is regarding two parcels of land in the Lake Kathlyn Subdivision area.  The properties 

were reserved under the Land Act by BC Parks for recreation use.  BC Parks have determined 

that the recreational use of the two parcels no longer fits their mandate and the BC Parks 

reserve may be removed.  Prior to doing this BC Parks are providing the RDBN with the 

opportunity to apply for a Land Act tenure and assume responsibility for the land.  The Province 

has a Community and Institutional Program that can provide sponsored Crown Grants and 

Nominal Tenures. 

The subject parcels are in Electoral Area A, approximately 3.5 km northwest of Smithers.  The 

parcels are zoned for residential use.  In staff’s opinion the land is not a priority for 

development as an RDBN park.  However, staff question the justification for BC Parks to 

relinquish their interest in the land, and recommend that BC Parks reconsider their position  

that the reserve on these lands, and the provision of parkland in this area,  is outside of their 

mandate.   

Reviewed by:  Written by: 

___________________________ _____________________________ 

Jason Llewellyn Ashley Evanoff 

Director of Planning  Planning Summer Student 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
STAFF REPORT

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

FROM:  Ashley Evanoff, Summer Planning Student 

DATE: July 16, 2020 

SUBJECT:  Mines Application Referral No. 13990-02-223 (Ace Ventura Gold)  

RECOMMENDATION 

That the attached comment sheet be provided to the Province as the Regional District’s 
comments on Mines application No. 13990-02-223 (Ace Ventura Gold)  

VOTING 

All Directors / Majority 

DISCUSSION 

This referral from the Province is for a Lease Term Extension for a Placer mine which will extend 
the term of an existing placer tenure for an additional 10 years. Placer leases are issued for a 
term of no more than 10 years and the term may be extended for an additional 10 years. A 
lease does not authorize any mining activity. However, the permit ensures the exclusive right to 
all placer minerals on the lease area for that tenure holder.  

The application area is found in the Manson Creek area, off Thutade FSR - approximately 140 
km north of the District of Fort St. James. The surrounding land use is primarily vacant crown 
land and has historically been explored for mining potential. Approximately three kilometres 
from the application area is the community of Mason Creek, consisting of 35 properties. The 
application area is not zoned or designated under the area’s Official Community Plan.  

Reviewed by: Written by: 

Jason Llewellyn Ashley Evanoff 
Director of Planning Summer Planning Student 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO COMMENT                      
SHEET ON MINING REFERRAL 119000759-008 

 

 
Electoral Area:  C 

Applicant:  Ace Ventura Gold 

Existing Land Use:  Mining 

Zoning: N/A 

Plan Designation N/A 

Proposed Use Comply  
With Zoning: N/A 

If not, why? N/A 

Agricultural Land Reserve: No 

Access Highway:   Thutade FSR, Omineca Mining Access Rd 

Archaeological Site:  No 

Building Inspection:   Outside Building Inspection Area 

Fire Protection:                                  Outside Rural Fire Protection Area 

Other comments: It is recommended that the Province consider the 
necessity for the applicant to undertake a community 
engagement process to receive feedback from the nearby 
residents on the proposed activities. 
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×  B.C. has declared a state of emergency. Learn about COVID-19 health issues.   |  B.C.'s 
Response to COVID-19.

Victoria -

British Columbia News

ALR revitalization reduces costs, makes life better for 
farmers
https://news.gov.bc.ca/22516
Friday, June 26, 2020 12:00 PM 

Updates to Agricultural Land Commission (ALC) Act regulations will make it more 
affordable for multi-generational farmers on the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) to 

apply to build housing that meets their needs.

The updates will also make it easier for farmers on the ALR to maintain and build roads that help 
them grow the food British Columbians rely on.

“B.C.’s farming families work hard to put food on our tables, and these changes will help reduce 
the expense and anxiety of maintaining an extended-family lifestyle on the farm.” said Lana 
Popham, Minister of Agriculture. “It takes a lot of people to run a large farm. Having parents, in-
laws and siblings on site helps many B.C. farms produce the food we need more efficiently. Our 
government will continue to make life better for these hard-working farming families.”

Fees for non-adhering residential-use applications will be reduced from $1,500 to $900. The 40% 
reduction in the application fees to build additional housing follows feedback from local 
governments and farmers and others living in the ALR.

“West Kelowna’s agricultural land base and the ALR are vital components to the fabric of our 
community,” said Gord Milsom, mayor, West Kelowna. “The proposed changes to the ALC fee 
structure will support our farmers by reducing costs to build housing and will further recognize the 
role local governments have in evaluating applications. By making applications more accessible 
and assisting local governments with processing, we can continue to work collectively to protect 
our food-producing land base and support jobs in the agricultural industry. I look forward to 
continuing to work collaboratively regarding changes introduced by the Ministry of Agriculture 
and the ALC with our residents, business owners and agricultural operators.”

Each application will continue to be reviewed by the ALC to ensure it is consistent with its 
mandate to preserve farmland and encourage agriculture. In recognition of the work local 
governments and First Nations contribute to the process, the portion of the fees they receive when 
a non-adhering residential-use application requires its review will increase by 50%, from $300 to 
$450.

Additional amendments to the regulations make it easier for farmers on large land parcels in the 
ALR to maintain roads on their properties. This is done by increasing the amount of soil removal 
or fill placement permitted for annual farm-road maintenance without requiring permission from 
the ALC. The change provides farmers with large properties a little more leeway to maintain their 
farms and will also reduce the workload for ALC staff.

“These changes help farmers in the ALR maintain the farm roads we need and use to get our 
equipment and machinery to and from the fields, and to get the food we produce on the farm to the 
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Media Contacts

Ministry of Agriculture
Government Communications and Public Engagement 
250 356-1674

Backgrounders

ALR, ALC and changes to regulations

The changes to fill regulations:

• increase the amount of soil removal or fill placement that can be used for annual farm road 
maintenance to 50 cubic metres per 100 metres of existing road length from 50 cubic metres 
per farm operation.

• allow the use of recycled concrete aggregate and recycled asphalt pavement as fill for roads 
and parking areas on the Agricultural Land Reserve (ALR) in certain circumstances.

Miscellaneous changes:

• bring legislation into force through another amendment, enabling remediation order notes to 
be registered on a property’s title, so prospective buyers of the land are aware of them.

ALR

• The ALR includes 46,159 square kilometres of B.C. that is preserved for agricultural use. 
This area is equivalent to 5% of B.C.’s total land base.

• Prior to the establishment of the ALR in 1973, thousands of hectares of farmland were being 
lost to development every year.

Agricultural Land Commission (ALC)

farmers, we take pride in the sustainable practices, philosophy and materials we follow in raising 
our poultry, and the responsible use of fill to keep farm roads smooth and serviceable makes a real 
difference in our daily work on the farm, and our jobs producing food for our communities.”

The changes to the Agricultural Land Commission Act were requested by B.C. farmers, the ALC 
and local governments. They will be effective Sept. 30, 2020, to allow local governments and the 
ALC sufficient time to prepare for the amended regulations.

Learn More:

Agricultural Land Reserve and Agricultural Land Commission: https://www.alc.gov.bc.ca

B.C. crop and farm statistics: https://www2.gov.bc.ca/gov/content/industry/agriculture-
seafood/statistics

A backgrounder follows.
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• The ALC is an independent, administrative tribunal. The ALC makes land-use decisions 
within the ALR based on provincial legislation, the Agricultural Land Commission Act and 
the associated regulations.

• It bases its decisions on its mandate of preserving agricultural land and encouraging farming 
and ranching in British Columbia.

• It looks at many factors when carrying out its mandate. Each application has its own set of 
circumstances and is considered on its own merits.
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Memo 

TO: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 

DATE:   July 16, 2020 

SUBJECT:   ANNUAL UBCM CONVENTION 
- Minister Meetings

RECOMMENDATION (ALL/DIRECTORS/MAJORITY) 

Direction. 

BACKGROUND 

We received information related to requesting meetings with Premier Horgan, 
Provincial Cabinet Ministers and Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing at the 2020 
UBCM Virtual Convention.  The deadline to submit meeting requests is end of day 
Monday, August 3, 2020.   

Due to the UBCM Convention being held virtually this year and the abbreviated format, 
the Premier has indicated that meetings will likely be scheduled outside of the regular 
program dates. 

At this time, staff is requesting direction on which meetings to request and prepare for. 
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____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Office of the Web Site: Mailing Address: Location: 
Premier www.gov.bc.ca PO Box 9041 Stn Prov Govt Parliament Buildings 
  Victoria BC  V8W 9E1 Victoria 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2, 2020 

 

Dear Mayors and Regional District Chairs: 

 

My caucus colleagues and I are looking forward to connecting with you all again at this year’s 

Union of British Columbia Municipalities (UBCM) Convention, being held virtually from 

September 22-24. 

 

UBCM provides a wonderful opportunity to listen to one another, share ideas, and find new 

approaches to ensure our communities thrive. With local, provincial, federal, and First Nations 

governments working together, we can continue to build a better BC.  

 

If you would like to request a meeting with a Cabinet Minister or with me as part of the 

convention, please note that due to the abbreviated format this year, these meetings will likely be 

scheduled outside of the regular program dates. To make your request, please register online at 

https://ubcmreg.gov.bc.ca/ (live, as of today). Please note that this year’s invitation code is 

MeetingRequest2020 and it is case sensitive. If you have any questions, please contact 

UBCM.Meetings@gov.bc.ca or phone 250-213-3856.  

 

I look forward to being part of your convention, meeting with many of you, and exploring ways 

that we can partner together to address common issues. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

 

John Horgan 

Premier 
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Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing 
 

 
Office of the Minister 

 
Mailing Address: 
PO Box 9056 Stn Prov Govt 
Victoria BC  V8W 9E2 
Phone: 250 387-2283 
Fax: 250 387-4312 

 
Location: 
Room 310 
Parliament Buildings 
Victoria BC  V8V 1X4 
 
http://www.gov.bc.ca/mah  

 
July 2, 2020 
 
Ref: 255149 
 
Dear Mayors and Regional District Chairs: 
 
In this unprecedented time, I believe it is more important than ever that we continue to connect and 
work together. I have deeply appreciated our calls throughout the pandemic and hearing directly from 
you about how you are supporting your communities, and how we can support you. Your feedback has 
been invaluable and has informed our government’s responses to COVID-19 as we all work together to 
keep the people of British Columbia safe. 
 
While this year’s UBCM Convention will be different in many ways, I am looking forward to the 
opportunity for all of us to come together and to spend time discussing the needs of your community.  
 
I am writing to provide you with some initial information regarding the process for requesting a meeting 
with me during the UBCM Convention, taking place this year from September 22 to 24, 2020.  
 
As the UBCM Convention for 2020 will be held in a virtual and abbreviated format, Provincial 
Government meetings will be held by conference call and will likely occur outside of the shortened 
program to allow delegates to fully focus and participate in the Convention.  
 
You will receive a separate letter from the Honourable John Horgan, Premier, containing information 
about the online process for requesting a meeting with the Premier or other Cabinet Ministers. 
 
If you would like to indicate your interest in meeting with me around Convention time, please complete 
the online request form at: MAH Minister's Meeting and submit it to the Ministry of Municipal Affairs 
and Housing before August 4, 2020. Meeting times and dates will be confirmed by early September. In 
the event that I am unable to meet with you, arrangements may be made for a meeting 
post-Convention. 
 
To get the most out of your delegation’s meeting with me, it continues to be helpful for you to provide 
as much detail as possible on the topic you wish to discuss in the online form. Providing this information 
in advance gives me a better understanding of your delegation’s interests and helps us to make progress 
on delivering for the people of your community. 
 
Regarding staff meetings, ministry staff will email you shortly with the Provincial Appointment Book. 
This document lists all government, agency, commission and corporation staff expected to be available 
to meet with delegates around Convention time, as well as details on how to submit an online staff 
meeting request.  

…/2 
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Mayors and Regional District Chairs 
Page 2 
 
 
 
This year’s UBCM will be my fourth Convention as Minister responsible for local government, after four 
years attending as the opposition spokesperson for local government and four years of attending as a 
City Councillor, and I believe this will be the most important Convention yet. The pandemic has shown 
how important governments are in keeping people healthy and safe, and all of the work that local 
governments do for the benefit of British Columbians. As we move forward with restarting B.C., I am 
looking forward to hearing more about your communities and exploring ways we can continue to work 
together to make life better for British Columbians, now and for the future.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Selina Robinson 
Minister 
 
pc: Honourable John Horgan, Premier 
 Her Worship Mayor Maja Tait, President, Union of BC Municipalities 

50



 Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 Memo 
 
 
 
TO:  Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  
     
FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
DATE:    July 16, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:   ANNUAL UBCM CONVENTION 
 - September 22-24, 2020 
   
 
RECOMMENDATION    (ALL/DIRECTORS/MAJORITY) 
 
“That the Board authorize attendance of Chair Thiessen, Rural Directors, the Chief 
Administrative Officer, and Manager of Administrative Services at the virtual UBCM 
Convention from September 22-24, 2020.” 
 
BACKGROUND 
 
This year’s Union of B.C. Municipalities Convention is being held virtually from 
September 22-24, 2020.   
 
The cost for Early Bird Member Registration is $350, the average cost of registration for 
the 2019 UBCM Convention was $792.  In recognition of connectivity issues, there may 
be the requirement for Directors to attend the 2020 UBCM Virtual Convention at the 
RDBN Office.  If Directors choose to attend at the RDBN, the cost of travel and possible 
accommodations are to be considered.   
 
Due to the modified nature of the conference, this may present an opportunity to explore 
some Board team building and professional development opportunities during the week 
of UBCM. 
 
At this time, formal authorization is being requested for virtual attendance at the 
Convention for Chair Thiessen, those Rural Directors wishing to attend, as well as the 
Chief Administrative Officer and Manager of Administrative Services. 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    John Illes, Chief Financial Officer   
Date: July 16, 2020 
Re:   Credit Card Payments   
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
That the Board approve entering into an agreement with OptionPay for processing 
credit card payments on behalf of the Regional District. 
 
Background: 
 
There have been many public requests to pay for Regional District services using credit 
cards.  These requests are most often from those paying building inspection fees or Fort 
Fraser utility fees. 
 
In recent years there have been several companies that work closely with local 
government to utilize credit cards for municipal payments.  The acceptance of credit 
cards by local governments is different than for most merchants in that the credit card 
fees are collected from the person paying for the service rather than from the local 
government.  A surcharge is added to every credit card transaction for the person 
paying the fees. 
 
No fees are charged to the local government including one time and monthly fees by 
any of the credit card processing companies reviewed.   
 
Discussion: 
 
Financial staff have reviewed several proposals by different companies that were willing 
to partner with the Regional District to provide credit card services.  As all were at no 
cost to the Regional District, Finance staff rated the products on ease of integration with 
our current financial system and how easy the product was to integrate into our current 
web site.   
 
In review, OptionPay was the recommended partner.  The company has a strong list of 
municipalities that it works with in Alberta and has started working with B. C. local 
governments in the last several years.  The integration to websites appears to work very 
well and there is good transparency to the public about the fees that are charged.  In 
addition, the system will allow users to pay over the web, in person and by phone.  The 
web interface is particularly easy as compared to other vendors.   
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Here is the current load fees charged by Option Pay.  The load fee would be paid by the 
citizen paying for a service by credit card.  The estimated business fee is what a 
business would be charged by a credit card company for utilizing credit cards at a flat 
rate of 2.65%. 

Range 
Start 

Range 
End 

Load 
Fee 

Est. 
Business 
Fee 
2.65% 

 

$0.01  $30.00  $2.00  $0.85   
$30.01  $60.00  $2.00  $1.64   
$60.01  $90.00  $2.65  $2.46   
$90.01  $120.00  $3.74  $3.28   

$120.01  $150.00  $5.15  $4.11   
$150.01  $180.00  $6.08  $4.93   
$180.01  $210.00  $7.01  $5.75   
$210.01  $240.00  $7.94  $6.57   
$240.01  $270.00  $8.87  $7.39   
$270.01  $300.00  $9.80  $8.21   
$300.01  $330.00  $10.73  $9.03   
$330.01  $360.00  $11.66  $9.85   
$360.01  $390.00  $12.59  $10.67   
$390.01  $420.00  $13.52  $11.49   
$420.01  $450.00  $14.45  $12.31  Fort Fraser Water Example 
$450.01  $480.00  $15.38  $13.13   
$480.01  $510.00  $16.31  $13.95   
$510.01  $540.00  $17.24  $14.77   
$540.01  $570.00  $18.17  $15.59   
$570.01  $600.00  $19.10  $16.41   
$600.01  $630.00  $20.03  $17.23   
$630.01  $660.00  $20.96  $18.05   
$660.01  $690.00  $21.89  $18.87   
$690.01  $720.00  $22.82  $19.68   
$720.01  $750.00  $23.75  $20.50   
$750.01  $780.00  $24.68  $21.32   
$780.01  $810.00  $25.61  $22.14   
$810.01  $840.00  $26.54  $22.96   
$840.01  $870.00  $27.47  $23.78   
$870.01  $900.00  $28.40  $24.60   
$900.01  $930.00  $29.33  $25.42   
$930.01  $960.00  $30.26  $26.24   
$960.01  $1,000.00  $31.50  $27.33  Residential Home Building Permit 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    John Illes, Chief Financial Officer   
Date: July 16, 2020 
Re:   Drone Purchase   
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
That the Board approve the purchase of a Drone similar to the Phantom RTK attached 
with a cost not to exceed $15,000. 
 
Background: 
 
The Finance, and Environmental Services Department have all made use of Drones 
through various contract or agreements in the past year. 
 
Planning could make use of the drones for site inspections and bylaw enforcement (with 
legal advice).  The Finance department is required to estimate land fill usage (in 
conjunction with Environmental Services) each year.  Environmental Services has 
utilized drones for landfill construction planning, design and layout. 
 
Discussion: 
 
It is now cost effective to purchase a drone.  The current estimate of an appropriate 
drone and training is in the neighbourhood of $15,000.  Half the funds would come from 
the general capital budget in administration and the other half would come form 
Environmental Services.  Staff training would come from the existing approved training 
budgets.   
 
With the use of drones there is always a risk of catastrophic failure.  While the failure 
rate for drones has significantly decreased with the new technology, damage to a drone 
is still possible through conditions like sudden high wind events.   
 
Staff feel that the risk has now been minimized while the benefits have increased 
considerably through the ability to 3D map and capture high definition imagery that a 
purchase of a drone would be a good investment.   
 
The attachment shows the type of drone set up currently recommended from our GIS 
staff member. 
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Call Us : 
1-888-461-5742

Leasing and financing available

Home Phantom 4 RTK+D-RTK 2 Mobile Base Station Combo/

Phantom 4 RTK - In Stock

A new RTK module is integrated directly into
the Phantom 4 RTK, providing real-time,
centimeter-level positioning data for

Phantom 4 RTK+D-RTK 2
Mobile Base Station Combo
Call For Price

Financing Available

DESCRIPTION

Centimeter Level
Positioning System
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improved absolute accuracy on image
metadata. Sitting just beneath the RTK
receiver is a redundant GNSS module,
installed to maintain flight stability in signal-
poor regions such as dense cities.
Combining both modules, the Phantom 4
RTK is able to optimize flight safety while
ensuring the most precise data is captured
for complex surveying, mapping and
inspection workflows.

Fit the Phantom 4 RTK to any workflow, with
the ability to connect this positioning system
to the D-RTK 2 Mobile Station, NTRIP
(Network Transport of RTCM via Internet
Protocol) using a 4G dongle or WiFi hotspot,
or store the satellite observation data to be
used for Post Processed Kinematics (PPK).

Capture the best image data with a 1-inch,
20 megapixel CMOS sensor. Mechanical
shutter makes mapping missions or regular
data capture seamless as the Phantom 4
RTK can move while taking pictures without
the risk of rolling shutter blur. Due to the high
resolution, the Phantom 4 RTK can achieve
a Ground Sample Distance (GSD) of 2.74 cm
at 100 meters flight altitude. To ensure each
Phantom 4 RTK offers unparalleled
accuracy, every single camera lens goes
through a rigorous calibration process where
radial and tangential lens distortions are
measured. The distortion parameters
gathered are saved into each image’s
metadata, letting post-processing software
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adjust uniquely for every user.

A new GS RTK app allows pilots to
intelligently control their Phantom 4 RTK,
with two planning modes – Photogrammetry
and Waypoint Flight – alongside a more
traditional flight mode. The planning modes
let pilots select the drone’s flight path while
adjusting overlap rate, altitude, speed,
camera parameters and more, offering an
automated mapping or inspection workflow. 

The GS RTK app has been built with its
users in mind and therefore has a range of
features built for specific mapping or
inspection workflows. The app has
implemented direct loading of KML area files
for in-office flight planning, a new shutter
priority mode to keep exposure consistent
across all photos and a strong wind alarm to
warn pilots of adverse conditions.

Support your Phantom 4 RTK missions with
the D-RTK 2 Mobile Station – providing real-
time differential data to the drone and
forming an accurate surveying solution. The
Mobile Station’s rugged design and OcuSync
2.0 transmission system ensures you can

Purpose-Built Flight
Planning Application

Seamless Compatibility
with
D-RTK 2 Mobile Station
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Rural/Agriculture Agenda 
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    John Illes, Chief Financial Officer   
Date: July 16, 2020 
Re:   Gas Tax and NCPG Allocation   
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
That the Board receive the 2020 Gas Tax allocation  
 
And that ‘the Board direct staff to “swap” $179,252 ($129,252 from Area “C”, $25,000 
from Area “D” and $25,000 from Area “B”) of NCPG to Electoral Area “A” in exchange 
for Gas Tax from Electoral Area “A”’  
 
And that ‘the Board allocate $60,000 from the Area “C” NCPG allocation to the Luck 
Bay Fire Department local service; an additional $384,756 from the Area “A” NCPG 
allocation to the Parks and Trails local service; and an additional $50,000 from the Area 
“A” NCPG allocation to the Area “A” Emergency Response Plan and that these amounts 
be included in the next budget amendment.’ 
 
Background: 
 
The funds allocated to each director for both the Northern Capital and Planning Grant 
and the Gas Tax (Community Works Fund) are administratively tracked by the Financial 
Department.  Directors are free to trade funds with another director in order to maximize 
the benefits of these different funds.  The recommendation above will allow Electoral 
Area “A” to take full advantage of the NCPG to develop a regional park.   
 
The Regional District has received $858,116.44 this year from UBCM for the 
Community Works Fund allocation.  This amount is allocated on a per capita basis to 
the Electoral Areas.  An attachment to this memo provides the updated gas tax 
allocation as of June 30, 2020.  This update includes the Gas Tax swap proposed in the 
recommendation above. 
 
Several directors have decided on allocate their 2020 NCPG to capital and planning 
projects.  An attachment to this memo provides the updated NCPG allocation.  This 
update includes the NCPG swap proposed in the recommendation above as well as the 
recent allocations from Electoral Area Directors. 
 
Attachments: 
 

1.  Gas Tax Allocations as of June 30, 2020 
2.  Revised and updated NCPG allocations 

59



Electoral 
Area Population

Opening 
Balance 2020 Interest Earnings Funds Spent

Funds 
Committed

Funding 
Received

YTD Funds 
Available

A 5,256 1,682,146.65  15,064.61                 108,698.30        456,170.65      98,439.17          1,230,781.48   
B 1,938 597,048.68      5,346.92                   -                       243,250.00      127,390.69        486,536.29      
C 1,415 502,957.63      4,504.28                   29,845.00           75,155.00        204,010.94        606,472.85      
D 1,472 768,695.97      6,884.12                   24,652.44           376,347.56      102,770.43        477,350.53      
E 1,593 377,399.80      3,379.84                   -                       143,250.00      84,163.25          321,692.89      
F 3,665 720,415.05      6,451.74                   1,310.93             117,310.31      193,633.59        801,879.14      
G 903 321,124.16      2,875.85                   -                       -                    47,708.36          371,708.37      

16,242 4,969,787.94  44,507.36                164,506.67        1,411,483.52  858,116.44        4,296,421.55  

Updated as of: June 30, 2020

Federal Gas Tax Community Works Fund
Year: 2020
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NORTHERN CAPITAL AND PLANNING GRANT - ELECTORAL AREA PROJECTS - UPDATED FOR 2020 ALLOCATION

Planned Year Electoral Area Electoral Area Electoral Area Electoral Area Electoral Area Electoral Area Electoral Area 

of Project A B C D E F G Project Cost
Total Allocation (2019 and 2020) $1,202,423 $675,828 $592,823 $601,869 $621,074 $949,919 $511,564 5,155,500$    

Clucluz Lake Fire Plan & Truck & Hall Allocated 623,068$       623,068$              
Rural Fire Capital Reserve Project Water Infrastructure Pro Svc Allocated 200,000$           140,000$       30,000$          150,000$         100,000$       30,000$            650,000$              
Rural Fire Capital Reserve - Fire Vehicles, Equipment and Plans Pro Svc Allocated 200,000$           100,000$         100,000$       400,000$              
Fort Fraser Infrastructure Allocated 425,628$       425,628$              
Emergency Operations Storage Facility Admin Allocated 46,646$              26,218$          22,998$          23,349$          24,093$           36,851$          19,845$            200,000$              
Recycling Centre Depot Upgrades Complete 45,000$          90,000$          45,000$           90,000$          270,000$              
Parks and Trails Capital and Planning Projects 2020+ 200,000$           100,000$       70,008$           370,008$              
Economic Development Projects Allocated 110,273$           110,273$              
Other Projects ** ** 221,002$       323,855$        25,000$          100,000$         -$                353,016$          1,022,873$           
Solid Waste Inventory Feasibility business Plan 2020-2021 75,000$              75,000$                
Telkwa Crosswalk capital project Complete 25,000$              25,000$                
Glacier Gulch Capital Reserve Allocated 30,000$              30,000$                
Round Lake Capital Reserve Allocated 10,000$              10,000$                
Area "A" Neighborhood Emergency Response Plan 2020-2021 100,000$           100,000$              
Remaining Unallocated (2020 Funds  Received) $205,504 $143,608 $125,970 $127,892 $131,973 $0 $108,703 843,650$              

5,155,500$           
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    Sashka Macievich, Controller   
Date: July 16, 2020 
Re:   2019 Statement of Financial Information  
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
That the RDBN Board of Directors approve the 2019 Statement of Financial Information 
(SOFI) for filing with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing pursuant to the 
Financial Information Act, and that the RDBN Board of Directors authorize the approval 
of the SOFI by the Chief Financial Officer and the Chair of the RDBN on behalf of the 
Board. 
 
Background: 
The Financial Information Act (FIA) require local governments to prepare a Statement of 
Financial Information to be filed with the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  The 
detailed requirements for a SOFI are set out in the Financial Information Regulation 
(FIR) enacted pursuant to the FIA and include: 
 

• 2019 Audited Financial Statements; and 
• Schedule of Employee Remuneration; and 
• Schedule of Board Remuneration; and 
• Schedule of Payments to Suppliers; and 
• Approval by CFO and Board; and 
• Management Letter; and 
• Schedule of Guarantee and Indemnity Agreements. 

 
The 2019 SOFI has been prepared in accordance with the FIA and the Annual Financial 
Statements have been prepared in accordance with the Public Sector Accounting Board 
standards.  Upon Board approval the SOFI will be posted on the RDBN website. 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Statement of Financial Information 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 
 
 

To:   Board of Directors  
From:    John Illes, Chief Financial Officer   
Date: July 16, 2020 
Re:   Bulkley Valley Pool Update   
 
Recommendation (All/Directors/Majority): 
 
Receipt or 
 
That the Board contact the Province and request an exemption from liability (for Covid 
related claims) for societies that manage recreation services on behalf of a local 
government. 
 
Background: 
 
The Bulkley Valley Aquatic Centre Management Society is contracted by the Regional 
District to manage the operations of the Bulkley Valley Pool.  The Society is covered for 
liability (including Directors’ Liability) under the Regional District’s insurance with the 
Municipal Insurance Association. 
 
The Province issued Ministerial Order M094 that provides immunity for essential service 
providers - societies overseeing the pool, recreation centres, museums and libraries are 
not considered essential services (ie: no statutory immunity).   
 
Local Governments’ elected officials have immunity with regard to COVID related claims 
when they are making their decisions as a Board or Council.   
 
Therefore, a local government that reopens a pool that they run and manage will have 
immunity; while a society that reopens a pool will not have immunity.  The BVACM 
Society will; however, still be fully insured if the Society’s Board decides to reopen the 
pool.   
 
Discussion: 
 
The society has expressed concerns about reopening, in part due to the lack of 
immunity.  The Society Board members expressed concerns over individual liability as 
well as the cost to the Society to defend any lawsuits for any incidents that may happen 
at the pool. 
 
The Society hopes that the Regional District can work with the Province to have 
immunity extended to societies carrying out non-essential operations on behalf of a 
local government. 
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 Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 Memo 
 
 
 
TO:  Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  
     
FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
DATE:    July 16, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:    Lakes Economic Development Service Establishment Repeal Bylaw  
  No. 1910, 2020 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION     
 
“That “Lakes Economic Development Service Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1910, 
2020 be adopted this 16th day of July, 2020.” 
 
VOTING 
(all/directors/majority) 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Attached is “Lakes Economic Development Service Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 
1910, 2020.” This bylaw was given three readings on May 21, 2020 and was 
subsequently approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  The Board 
may now adopt the bylaw. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

BYLAW NO. 1910 
 

Being a bylaw to repeal “Lakes Economic Development Service 
Establishment Bylaw No. 1415, 2006” 

 
 

 
WHEREAS “Lakes Economic Development Service Establishment Bylaw No. 
1415, 2006” established a service for the purpose of economic development in 
the Service Area and for the Regional Board to make grants to the Lakes 
Economic Development Association; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako has established a new 
service known as Electoral Area “B” (Burns Lake Rural) Economic Development  
Service for the purpose of the promotion of economic development in Electoral 
Area “B”; 
 
AND WHEREAS the participants have consented, in writing, to the adoption of 
this Bylaw; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Regional Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako, in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1. “Lakes Economic Development Service Establishment Bylaw No. 1415, 

2006” and all amendments thereto are hereby repealed. 
 
2. This Bylaw may be cited as “Lakes Economic Development Service 

Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1910, 2020.” 
 
Certified a true and correct copy of “Lakes Economic Development Service 
Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1910, 2020.” 
 

 
___________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
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Page 2 of Bylaw No. 1910 
 

READ A FIRST TIME this 21st day of May, 2020 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this 21st day of May, 2020 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this 21st day of May, 2020 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE INSPECTOR OF MUNICIPALITIES this 17th day of 
June, 2020 
 
ADOPTED this            day of                 , 2020 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________ 
Chairperson      Corporate Administrator 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Bylaw No. 1910 as adopted. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
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 Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
 Memo 
 
 
 
TO:  Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors  
     
FROM: Cheryl Anderson, Manager of Administrative Services 
 
DATE:    July 16, 2020 
 
SUBJECT:    Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk Local Service    
  Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1911, 2020 
  
 
 
RECOMMENDATION     
 
“That “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk Local Service Establishment Repeal 
Bylaw No. 1911, 2020” be adopted this 16th day of July, 2020.” 
 
VOTING 
(all/directors/majority) 

 
BACKGROUND 
 
Attached is “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk Local Service Establishment 
Repeal Bylaw No. 1911, 2020.” This bylaw was given three readings on May 21, 2020 
and was subsequently approved by the Ministry of Municipal Affairs and Housing.  The 
Board may now adopt the bylaw. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
 

BYLAW NO. 1911 
 

Being a bylaw to repeal “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk Local 
Service Establishment Bylaw No. 646, 1990” 

 
 

 
WHEREAS “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk Local Service 
Establishment Bylaw No. 646, 1990” established a service for the purpose of 
contributing to the cost of the Telkwa River Pedestrian Crosswalk provided by the 
Village of Telkwa for the benefit of residents within Electoral Area “A”; 
 
AND WHEREAS the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako has provided a one 
time grant in aid to the Village of Telkwa for this purpose; 
 
AND WHEREAS the participant has consented, in writing, to the adoption of this 
Bylaw; 
 
NOW THEREFORE, the Regional Board of the Regional District of Bulkley-
Nechako, in open meeting assembled, enacts as follows: 
 
1. “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk Local Service Establishment 

Bylaw No. 646, 1990 ” and all amendments thereto are hereby repealed. 
 
2. This Bylaw may be cited as “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk 

Local Service Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1911, 2020.” 
 
Certified a true and correct copy of “Electoral Area “A” Pedestrian Crosswalk 
Local Service Establishment Repeal Bylaw No. 1911, 2020.” 
 

 
____________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
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Page 2 of Bylaw No. 1911 
 

READ A FIRST TIME this 21st day of May, 2020 
 
READ A SECOND TIME this 21st day of May, 2020 
 
READ A THIRD TIME this 21st day of May, 2020 
 
 
APPROVED BY THE INSPECTOR OF MUNICIPALITIES this 15th day of 
June, 2020 
 
ADOPTED this            day of                 , 2020 
 
 
_____________________________  __________________________ 
Chairperson      Corporate Administrator 
 
 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of Bylaw No. 1911 as adopted. 
 
 
_____________________________ 
Corporate Administrator 
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Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 
Board of Directors Memorandum 

To: Chair Thiessen and the Board of Directors 
From: Nellie Davis, Regional Economic Development Coordinator 
Date: July 16, 2020 
Regarding: Federal Gas Tax Funds – Electoral Area ‘F’ (Vanderhoof Rural) 

District of Vanderhoof 

Recommendation: 

1) That the RDBN Board of Directors authorize contributing up to $310,962 of Electoral
Area ‘F’ Federal Gas Tax allocation monies to the District of Vanderhoof for Recreation
Infrastructure projects at Riverside Park and the Vanderhoof Arena, as well as for a
Rehabilitation project at the Vanderhoof Municipal Airport, and further,

(All/Directors/Majority) 

2) That the RDBN Board of Directors authorize the withdrawal of up to $310,962 from the
Federal Gas Tax Reserve Fund.

(Participants/Weighted/Majority) 

Background: 

The District of Vanderhoof is planning a Multi-Use Pathway and Public Washrooms at Riverside 
Park to facilitate active recreation and tourism development.  The District is also planning 
upgrades to the Vanderhoof Arena and the Vanderhoof Municipal Airport. 

Total uncommitted Gas Tax Funds remaining in Electoral Area ‘F’ allocation is $801,879.14. 

Director Jerry Petersen is supportive of this project and of accessing Federal Gas Tax Funds in 
the amount of up to $310,962 from Area ‘F’ for these Recreation and Airport Infrastructure 
projects.  A Board resolution is required to contribute Federal Gas Tax Funds to these projects. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 

 STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  Chair Thiessen 
FROM: Jason Blackwell, Regional Fire Chief 
DATE: July 16, 2020 
SUBJECT: Cluculz Lake Fire Services Agreement.  
 

RECOMMENDATION: 

That the Board authorize staff to enter into the attached agreement with the Cluculz 
Lake Volunteer Fire Department for a five (5) year term ending on June 30, 2025. 
 
 
VOTING: All/Directors/Majority 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
On June 18th 2020 the Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service Establishment 
Amendment Bylaw No. 1906, 2020 was adopted. This amendment changed the service 
from a contribution local service agreement to the Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection 
Service agreement. The main change of this Bylaw sets the Regional District as the 
clear Authority Having Jurisdiction over the department. As a result, the service 
agreement between the parties requires amendments to reflect the Bylaw change.  
 
The Cluculz Lake Contribution Agreement for fire services recently expired on June 
30th, 2020, and a new fire service agreement has been drafted to reflect the required 
changes. This agreement follows the same template as the other RDBN rural fire 
protection service agreements. This new agreement will be for a term of five (5) years.  
 
Written by, 

 
___________________    ___________________  
Jason Blackwell     Deborah Jones-Middleton 
Regional Fire Chief     Director of Protective Services  
 
Attachment: 
 Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Agreement 
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CLUCULZ LAKE RURAL FIRE PROTECTION AGREEMENT 

THIS AGREEMENT is made the ____ day of July 2020. 
BETWEEN:  
REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 
Box 820 
Burns Lake, BC VOJ 1EO (the "Regional District") 
AND: 

OF THE FIRST PART 
CLUCULZ LAKE VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 
(Incorporation No. S-0033950)  
3395 Lund Road 
Vanderhoof, BC  V0J 3A3 (the “Society”) 

OF THE SECOND PART 
WHEREAS 
A. The Regional District adopted the “Cluculz Lake Emergency Response Team 

(CLERT) Contribution Local Service Area Establishment Bylaw No. 1127, 1999”, 
for the purpose of contributing to the Cluculz Lake Emergency Response Team 
(CLERT) which provides emergency response service to a portion of Electoral 
Area “F”. 

B.  The Regional District amended the “Cluculz Lake Emergency Response Team 
(CLERT) Contribution Local Service Area Establishment Bylaw No. 1127, 1999”, 
to the “Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service Establishment Amendment 
Bylaw No. 1906, 2020” which authorized the Regional District to undertake and 
carry out or cause to be carried out and provide fire prevention, fire suppression 
and emergency assistance services (the “Fire Protection Service”) within certain 
parts of Electoral Area “F”; 

C.  Under the terms of “Cluculz Lake Emergency Response Team (CLERT) 
Contribution Local Service Area Establishment Bylaw No. 1127, 1999”, the 
annual cost of providing the Fire Protection Service is recovered by a requisition 
of money to be collected by a property value tax on land and improvements, and 
under the “Cluculz Lake Emergency Response Team (CLERT) Contribution 
Local Service Area Establishment Amendment Bylaw No. 1610, 2013” the 
maximum amount that may be requisitioned annually for the Fire Protection 
Service was increased to a maximum of EIGHTEEN THOUSAND SEVEN 
HUNDRED FIFTY DOLLARS ($18,750). 

D. Under Section 176(1)(a) of the Local Government Act the Regional District may 
make agreements for the undertaking, provision and operation of its services; 
and 

E. The Society has agreed to provide the services described herein, within and for 
the Fire Protection Service Area; 

NOW THEREFORE, this agreement witnesses that in consideration of premises, the 
terms and conditions hereinafter contained, and other good and valuable consideration 
(the receipt and sufficiency of which are acknowledged by the parties), the Regional 
District and the Society covenant and agree as follows: 
1.0 DEFINITIONS 
In this Agreement, the following words and phrases have the following meaning: 
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(a) “Equipment” means all vehicles, apparatus, goods and chattels acquired 
by the Society using Regional District Funds or the Regional District 
Grant; 

(b) “Facilities” means the lands described as 3395 Lund Road (the “Fire Hall 
Site”) and the Fire Hall and other buildings and structures located on the 
Fire Hall Site;  

(c) “Fire Protection Service Area” or “Service Area” means the local 
service area established by the Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service 
Establishment Amendment Bylaw No. 1906, 2020, and may be amended 
from time to time; 

(d) “Regional District Funds” means money requisitioned by the Regional 
District for the Fire Protection Service Area and paid to the Society prior to 
the date of this Agreement; 

(e) “Service” means fire prevention, fire suppression, rescue operations and 
all other activities, within the departments training parameters, as agreed 
to by the Regional District and Cluculz Lake Volunteer Fire Department 
from time to time as part of the Fire Protection Service; 

(f) “Regional District Grant” means the grant paid to the Society by the 
Regional District as referred to in section 4.1 of this Agreement. 

2.0 SERVICE 

2.1 The Society shall provide the Service in and for the Fire Protection Service Area 
on the terms and conditions set out in this Agreement. 

2.2  In providing the Service, the Society shall abide by: 
(a) all enactments that apply to the provision of the Fire Protection Service, 

including all applicable bylaws of the Regional District, as amended or 
replaced from time to time;  

(b) all policies of the Regional District that govern the manner in which the 
Fire Protection Service is to be provided, or that specify the level of the 
Service, as such policies may be amended or replaced from time to time; 

(c) any Standard Operational Guidelines for the Service that are developed 
by or for the Society and that are approved from time to time by the 
Regional District; 

(d) the standard of fire fighting and emergency services for volunteer fire 
departments generally accepted in the Province of British Columbia, 
including the standards that apply to the training and equipping of fire 
fighters; 

(e) the requirements of the Workers Compensation Act and the Occupational 
Health and Safety Regulation under that Act; and 

(f) the directions of the Fire Chief and any other Regional District employee 
or officer appointed by the Board to supervise and direct the provision of 
the Fire Protection Service. 
 

3.0 TERM 
3.1 The Term of this Agreement is five (5) years, commencing on the 1st day of July 
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2020 and terminating on the 30th day of June 2025. 
4.0 MONTHLY GRANT 
4.1 Subject to the Society’s continued performance of its obligations under this 

Agreement, and subject to the Regional District’s annual budgeting process, the 
Regional District may grant to the Society the amount requested for that year in 
the financial plan for the Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service as approved 
by the Regional District under section 6.3 of this Agreement for that calendar 
year. 

4.2 The Regional District shall pay the Regional District Grant in equal monthly 
instalments.   

5.0 COST 
5.1 It is acknowledged, understood and agreed that the entire cost to the Regional 

District of providing the Fire Protection Service under this Agreement shall be 
recovered by the Regional District in the form of a property value tax payable by 
the owners of property within the Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service 
Area. 

5.2 It is further acknowledged, understood and agreed that under no circumstances 
shall the Regional District Grant exceed the maximum requisition for the Fire 
Protection Service authorized under the Regional District’s bylaws, as amended 
from time to time, less any expenditures for the Fire Protection Service paid 
directly by the Regional District. 

6.0 BUDGET 
6.1 For each year of this Agreement the Society shall prepare in a form first 

approved by the Chief Financial Officer of the Regional District a five year 
financial plan that includes the Society’s proposed capital and operating 
expenditures and revenues for each year of the plan. 

6.2 The Society shall forward the financial plan to the Chief Financial Officer on or 
before the 30th day of November of each year of the Term for the following 
calendar year of the Term. 

6.3 The Regional District shall review the financial plan as prepared under section 
6.1 and shall either approve the financial plan or return it for amendment by the 
Society.  As required, the Society shall return the final financial plan as amended 
to the Regional District for its final approval on or before the 31st day of 
December of each year of the Term immediately preceding the year in which the 
budget is to take effect.  If the Regional District and the Society cannot reach 
agreement on the Society’s financial plan by January 31st of the year of the 
Term during which the budget is to take effect, the Regional District shall 
determine the financial plan. 

6.4 If a monthly payment or other payment is made to the Society before the 
Regional District’s approval of the financial plan for the year in relation to which 
that payment was made, any necessary adjustment shall be made by the 
Regional District at the time of the first payment made after approval of the 
budget.   

6.5 The Society shall not expend money or otherwise incur a financial obligation in 
any calendar year of the Term except one that is provided for in a financial plan 
that has been approved in accordance with this Agreement, or except for an 
expenditure made entirely with money of the Society that is not transferred to the 
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Society as part of the Regional District Grant, or that was received by the Society 
as Regional District Funds. 

7.0 COVENANTS OF THE SOCIETY 
The Society covenants agrees that it will, during the term of this Agreement: 

7.1 maintain its corporate existence, carry on and conduct its affairs in a proper and 
businesslike manner and keep or cause to be kept properly books of account in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles applied consistently; 

7.2 perform all its obligations under this Agreement at its own cost; 
7.3 provide to the Regional District within 120 days after the close of each fiscal year 

of the Society a financial statement for the operation of the Society;  
7.4 keep the Service Fee and all Regional District Funds separate in the Society’s 

books of accounts; 
7.5 permit the Regional District and its auditors at any time and from time to time to 

have access to and inspect the Society’s books of accounts, documents, 
cheques, vouchers and other records that relate to the provision of the Service; 

7.6 permit the Regional District at any time and from time to time to have access to 
and inspect all facilities, equipment, goods and chattels that are used in 
connection with the provision of the Service; 

7.7 under the direction of the Fire Chief, organize and coordinate the services of 
such volunteer firefighters and other personnel as are necessary to properly and 
efficiently provide the Service and to perform the Society’s other obligations 
under this Agreement; 

7.8 under the direction of the Fire Chief, provide for the training of the volunteer fire 
fighters and other personnel who provide the Service, on an ongoing basis, and 
as necessary to provide the Service in accordance with the requirements of this 
Agreement; 

7.9 assist the Regional District on an ongoing basis in the development of Standard 
Operational Guidelines for the operations of the Society and for the provision of 
the Fire Protection Service;   

7.10 abide by its constitution, bylaws and other requirements of the Society Act and 
hold annual meetings and file annual reports and other documents to be filed 
with the Registrar of Companies; 

7.11 not make any expenditures in any year which are not provided for in the budget 
approved by the Regional District under section 6.3, except for expenditures 
made entirely with money of the Society that is not transferred to the Society as 
part of the Regional District Grant or received by the Society as Regional District 
Funds and not borrow any funds without the approval of the Regional District of 
Bulkley-Nechako; 

7.12 maintain proper records relating to the provision of the Fire Protection Service, in 
accordance with all applicable policies of the Regional District from time to time; 
and the Society acknowledges that in the course of providing the Fire Protection 
Service it may be required to receive and record “personal information” (as 
defined in the Freedom of Information and Protection of Privacy Act) of 
individuals who receive the benefit of the Service, and the Society agrees that it 
shall maintain all records relating to the provision of the Fire Protection Service to 
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the Regional District, including but not limited to personal information, in 
accordance with the requirements of the Freedom of Information and Protection 
of Privacy Act, and that the Society shall not disclose any information relating to 
the provision of the Fire Protection Service under this Agreement to any person 
except with the authorization of the Regional District; 

7.13 maintain the Facilities, including the grounds around the Fire Hall and all 
Equipment in a good working condition so that the Equipment and Facilities are 
available at all times for the purpose of providing the Service; 

7.14 not adopt a resolution to dissolve the Society unless it has first given written 
notice to the Regional District 30 days prior to the meeting at which such 
resolution is to be considered, and in any event not to adopt a resolution to 
dissolve the Society that is effective prior to the end of the term of this 
Agreement under section 3.1, or if applicable, prior to the date of early 
termination under section 17 of this Agreement. 

8.0 REGIONAL DISTRICT INTEREST 
8.1 Despite anything in this Agreement, any land, buildings, structures, improve-

ments, facilities or equipment acquired by the Society using money received as a 
Regional District Grant or Regional District Funds shall be held by the Society for 
the benefit of the Service Area, as represented by the Regional District, and shall 
not be sold, transferred, traded, or used as security except with the written 
approval of the Regional District. 

9.0 EQUIPMENT 
9.1 At the expiry or earlier termination of this Agreement, unless renewed or 

replaced with a similar agreement, the Society shall transfer ownership of any 
Equipment held in the name of the Society to the Regional District at no cost to 
the Regional District. 

10.0 TITLE TO LAND ACQUIRED WITH SERVICE FEE 
10.1 The Society shall not take legal title to any land using any funds paid as the 

Service Fee, or received by the Society as Regional District Funds, but shall 
arrange for such lands to be acquired in the name of the Regional District.  

11.0 CONDITION OF FACILITIES 
11.1 At the expiry or earlier termination of this Agreement, the Society shall ensure 

that the Facilities and Equipment are clean, uncontaminated, and in good 
condition, reasonable wear and tear excepted.   

12.0 INSURANCE 
12.1 The Society shall, throughout the Term of this Agreement, obtain and maintain a 

policy or policies of liability insurance, with a deductible and in a form acceptable 
to the Regional District, and in the amount of not less than FIVE MILLION 
DOLLARS ($5,000,000.00) per occurrence, protecting the Society and the 
Regional District against any claim for personal injury, bodily injury (including 
death) or property damage sustained by any person, arising or resulting from the 
Society’s provision of the Service; 

12.2 The Society shall insure and keep insured against all risks of loss or damage the 
Equipment other than motor vehicles, the Facilities, and any and all other 
chattels and equipment owned by the Regional District or the Society and 
maintained and utilized by the Society to provide the Services under this 
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Agreement, to the full replacement value thereof, such policy or policies to be on 
terms and with such deductible as is acceptable to the Regional District.    

12.3 Every policy of insurance must name the Regional District as an additional 
insured and contain a clause stating that the policy is not to be cancelled or 
materially altered without at least 30 days written notice to the Regional District. 

12.4 The Society shall provide the Regional District for each year of the Term with a 
certificate signed by an authorized signatory of each insurer confirming that the 
coverage required under this section 12 has been provided, and upon request 
shall provide a copy of the said policy or policies to the Regional District. 

12.5 The Regional District shall, throughout the Term of this Agreement, obtain and 
maintain in force for all motor vehicles used in the provision of the Service, 
whether owned or leased by the Society or the Regional District, automotive 
liability insurance in accordance with the Insurance (Motor Vehicle) Act of British 
Columbia, and in the amount of not less than FIVE MILLION DOLLARS 
($5,000,000.00) per accident.  The premiums shall be paid for with funds from 
the Cluculz Lake Rural Fire Protection Service. 

13.0 INDEMNITY 
13.1 The Society agrees to save harmless, release and indemnify the Regional 

District and its elected and appointed officers, employees and agents from and 
against all fines, suits, claims, liabilities, damages, costs, expenses, demands 
and actions of any kind or nature whatsoever (collectively “liability”) for which the 
Regional District or its officers, employees and agents may become liable, suffer 
or incur by reason of or in any manner caused by, based upon, occasioned by or 
attributable to, any willful or negligent act or omission, or other actionable wrong, 
on the part of the Society, its employees, consultants, agents or volunteers, 
connected with the performance or breach of the Agreement by the 
Operator.  The Operator's obligations under this section shall survive the expiry 
or earlier termination of the Operating Agreement. 

13.2 The Regional District agrees to save harmless, release and indemnify the 
Society and its elected and appointed officers, employees and agents from and 
against all fines, suits, claims, liabilities, damages, costs, expenses, demands 
and actions of any kind or nature whatsoever (collectively “liability”) for which the 
Society or its officers and employees may become liable, suffer or incur by 
reason of or in any manner caused by, based upon, occasioned by or attributable 
to, any willful or negligent act or omission, or other actionable wrong, on the part 
of the Regional District, its employees, consultants, agents or volunteers, 
connected with the performance or breach of the Agreement by the 
Operator.  The Regional District’s obligations under this section shall survive the 
expiry or earlier termination of the Operating Agreement. 

14.0 APPOINTMENT OF FIRE CHIEF 
14.1 The Society shall, in the month of December of each year elect or re-elect a Fire 

Chief of the Cluculz Lake Volunteer Fire Department. 
14.2 The Fire Chief elected or re-elected under section 14.1 shall serve as the Cluculz 

Lake’s Fire Chief for the purpose of the Fire Protection Service, subject to that 
person: 
(a) meeting the qualifications for the position of Fire Chief as approved from 

time to time by the Regional District; 
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(b) having their election as Fire Chief confirmed by the Regional District 
Board. 

15.0 AUDIT 
15.1 At any time the Regional District may give the Society written notice that it 

desires its appointed representative to examine and audit the books of account 
of the Society. 

16.0 TERMINATION 
16.1 Either party may terminate this Agreement at any time by giving written notice of 

termination to the other party, and the Agreement shall terminate on the 30th   
day of June of the year following receipt of such notice by the other party, 
provided however that, in any event, the Agreement shall terminate not later than 
the 30th day of June, 2025. 

17.0 EARLY TERMINATION 
17.1 Notwithstanding any other provision of this Agreement, the Regional District may 

terminate this Agreement upon giving 30 days notice of its intention to so 
terminate: 
(a) should the Society fail to file its Annual Report or otherwise no longer be 

in good standing with the Registrar of Companies under the Societies Act; 
(b) should the Society default in any term or condition of this Agreement or 

fail to perform any covenant required to be performed by the Society 
under this Agreement; 

(c) should the Regional District or any successor to the Regional District 
provide alternate fire protection and emergency response service within 
the Service Area; or  

(d) should the Society, in the opinion of the Regional District, fail to provide 
the Service in accordance with the requirements of this Agreement. 

18.0 GENERAL PROVISIONS 
18.1 Notice 

(a) All notices required or permitted to be given under this Agreement shall be 
in writing and may be delivered by hand, sent by facsimile transmission or 
forwarded by first-class prepaid registered mail to the addresses set forth 
on the first page or such other address as may from time to time be 
notified in writing by the parties. 

(b) If the Society gives notice to the Regional District, that notice must be 
marked to the attention of the Corporate Administrator of the Regional 
District. 

(c) Any notice delivered or sent by hand or by facsimile transmission shall be 
deemed to be given and received at the time of sending.  Any notice 
mailed shall be deemed to have been given and received on the 
expiration of 3 days after it is posted, provided that if there shall be 
between the time of mailing and the actual receipt of the notice a mail 
strike, slow down or other labour dispute which might affect the delivery of 
such notice by the mails, then such notice shall only be effective once 
delivered. 

18.2 Authority 
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The Society represents and warrants to the Regional District that it has the authority to 
enter into this Agreement and carry out its transactions and all necessary resolutions 
and procedural formalities have been completed and the persons executing this 
Agreement on its behalf are duly authorized to do so. 
18.3 Assignment 
This Agreement shall not be assignable by the Society. 
18.4 Enurement 
This Agreement shall ensure to the benefit of and be binding upon the parties hereto 
and their respective successors. 
18.5 Time 
Time is to be of the essence of this Agreement. 
18.6 Further Assurances 
The parties hereto shall execute and do all such further deeds, acts, things and 
assurances that may be reasonably required to carry out the intent of this Agreement. 
18.7 Entire Agreement 
This Agreement is the entire agreement among the parties as at the date hereof and 
neither the Regional District nor the Society has given or made representations, 
warranties, guarantees, promises, covenants or agreements to the other except those 
expressed in writing in this Agreement, and no amendment of this Agreement is valid or 
binding unless in writing and executed by the parties. 
18.8 Waiver 
The waiver by a party of any failure on the part of the other party to perform in 
accordance with any of the terms or conditions of this Agreement is not to be construed 
as a waiver of any future or continuing failure, whether similar or dissimilar. 
18.9 Cumulative Remedies 
No remedy under this Agreement is to be deemed exclusive but will, where possible, be 
cumulative with all other remedies at law or in equity. 
18.10 Amendment 
No amendment, waiver, termination or variation of the terms, conditions, warranties, 
covenants, agreements and undertakings set out herein will be of any force or effect 
unless they are in writing and duly executed by all parties to this Agreement. 
18.11 Law Applicable 
This Agreement is to be construed in accordance with and governed by the laws 
applicable in the Province of British Columbia.  
19.0 INTERPRETATION 
19.1 In this Agreement: 

(a) reference to the singular includes a reference to the plural, and vice versa, 
unless the context requires otherwise. 

(b) articles and section headings have been inserted for ease of reference 
only and are not to be used in interpreting this Agreement; 

(c) reference to a particular numbered section or article, or to a particular 
lettered Schedule, is a reference to the correspondingly numbered or 
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lettered article, section or Schedule of this Agreement; 
(d) if a word or expression is defined in this Agreement, other parts of speech 

and grammatical forms of the same word or expression have 
corresponding meanings; 

(e) reference to any enactment includes any regulations, orders or directives 
made under the authority of that enactment; 

(f) reference to any enactment is a reference to that enactment as 
consolidated, revised, amended, re-enacted or replaced, unless otherwise 
expressly provided; 

(g) reference to time or date is to the local time or date in Victoria, British 
Columbia; 

(h) all provisions are to be interpreted as always speaking; 
(i) reference to a “party” is a reference to a party to this Agreement and to 

their respective successors, assigns, trustees, administrators and 
receivers; 

(j) reference to a “day”, “month”, “quarter” or “year” is a reference to a 
calendar day, calendar month, calendar quarter or calendar year, as the 
case may be, unless otherwise expressly provided; 

(k) where the word “including” is followed by a list, the contents of the list are 
not intended to circumscribe the generality of the expression preceding 
the word “including”; 

(l) word importing the masculine gender includes the feminine or neuter, and 
a word importing the singular includes the plural and vice versa; and 

(m) A reference to approval, authorization, consent, designation, waiver or 
notice means written approval, authorization, consent, designation, waiver 
or notice. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the parties hereto have set their hands and seals as of the day 
and year first above written. 

REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-
NECHAKO by its authorized signatories: 
 
 
       
Chair 
 
 
       
Corporate Administrator 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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CLUCULZ LAKE VOLUNTEER FIRE 
DEPARTMENT by its authorized 
signatories: 
 
 
      
Percy Wright, President 
 
 
      
Eric Chapman, Secretary/Treasurer 

) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
) 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 

 STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  RDBN Board of Directors 
FROM: Haley Jeffrey, Emergency Services Manager 
DATE: July 16, 2020 
SUBJECT: Crisis Communications Plan 
 

RECOMMENDATION: 
 
1. That the Board approve the ‘Crisis Communications Plan’.  
VOTING: All/Directors/Majority 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
As per the 2020 Protective Services work plan, staff have been working on updating 
and developing the Regional District’s emergency plans.  The most recent plan updated 
was the Crisis Communications Plans. 
This plan will provide procedures for Crisis Communications during an emergency event 
and provide guidance on how and when to correspond with different media platforms, 
the public, RDBN staff and emergency stakeholders using the various communications 
outlets that are available.  
 
Written by: Reviewed By: 
 
 
_______________ _______________ 
Haley Jeffrey Deborah Jones-Middleton 
Emergency Services Manager Director of Protective Services 
Attachments: 
 Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Crisis Communications Plan 
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Know the Risks, Make a Plan, Be Prepared 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako 

Addendum # Crisis Communication 
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GENERAL 
The Crisis Communications Plan is an Addendum of the RDBN Comprehensive 
Emergency Management Plan. (CEMP) 
This document is a living document and is subject to amendment and updating as new 
information and initiatives are identified. 

Purpose  
The purpose of the Crisis Communications Plan is to provide guidance and policy for 
effective communication in an emergency event achieved through the following 
priorities: 
 open and honest; 
 factual; 
 clear; 
 empathetic; 
 proactive; 
 responsive; 
 timely; 
 consistent; and 
 co-operative. 

Scope 
This addendum focuses on the Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako’s Emergency 
Operations Centre and internal communications during an emergency event. 

Objectives 
The objectives of the Crisis Communication Plan are to provide guidelines for response 
actions needed to communicate appropriately during an emergency as follows: 
 to define key roles and responsibilities; 
 to identify key emergency contacts for the public and emergency management 

stakeholders; and 
 to ensure key information is communicated efficiently and to the appropriate 

audience. 

Authority 
All public facing messages regarding the RDBN MUST be pre-approved by the EOC 
Director and Policy Group Liaison.  Under no circumstance will any staff release 
information that is not approved or release information not directly sourced from a 
credited RDBN media platform.   

Confidentiality 
See Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan (CEMP) for confidentiality 
information. 
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Definitions 
Emergency Operations Centre The Regional District of Bulkley-

Nechako’s response organization.  
Lead response agency The agency with the legislated 

responsibility to facilitate site level 
response. 

Audience – Amateur Radio Service The "amateur radio service" is a 
radiocommunication service in which 
radio apparatus are used for the purpose 
of self-training, intercommunication or 
technical investigation by individuals who 
are interested in radio technique solely 
with a personal aim and without 
pecuniary interest. 
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CRISIS COMMUNICATION PREPAREDNESS 
Crisis Communications Planning 
Crisis Communications Priorities 
The intention of the RDBN Crisis Communication Plan is to provide a framework for 
communications when the RDBN is responding to an emergency in the region.  
Emergency Contact Lists 
The RDBN Protective Services Department has an extensive list of emergency contacts 
used during emergency events which is verified and updated annually. 
Emergency Management BC (EMBC) also has a list of the RDBN’s staff emergency 
contacts in case there is an emergency within the RDBN.  EMBC will assist the RDBN 
in contacting agencies and other Local Authorities and First Nations should RDBN staff 
be unable to do so. 
Communication Strategies 
The following are strategies that should be considered when responding and developing 
messaging during an emergency event.  
 Assemble a communications team. 
 Respond immediately to external inquiries. 
 Ensure information is up to date and reliable. 
 Ensure consistent flow of information and consistent messaging. 
 Establish effective working relationships with other communication agencies who 

provide public communication. 
 Ensure staff are provided training and emergency exercises to test the plan.  

Training requirements for EOC Personnel within the Crisis Communications Team 
are referenced in the CEMP. 

 Build relationships with media outlets and other stakeholders that provide public 
communication.   

 In the ‘Preparedness’ stage and during an event, evaluate what other 
communication strategies and tools would be beneficial to the response, i.e. 
additional staff in the crisis communication team, call centers, public meetings, 
online informational videos etc.  

 Update the plan when new information is available. 
Types of Public Notifications 
Hazard Notification 
A notice which implies residents should prepare to shelter in place due to a hazard.  
Evacuation Alert 
A notification that is issued when there is potential risk to life safety and health due to an 
emergency, asking residents to prepare to leave their home. 
Evacuation Order 
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A notification that is issued when there in an imminent risk to life safety and health due 
to an emergency asking residents and requiring minors to leave their home and report 
to a Reception Centre or other safe location.  
Rescind Notices 
A notification that is issued when there is no longer a risk to life safety and health and 
residents can return to their homes.  

Crisis Communications Team 
Designated Spokesperson 
The designated spokesperson is the RDBN Board Chair or their designate. The Policy 
Group Liaison, EOC Director and Information Officer will ensure that the Spokesperson 
has speaking notes and appropriate information.  
Information Officer 
Typically, before an event, the Information Officer is pre-identified.  This individual will 
have ideally received the required training.  This individual is responsible for the 
information team and consulting with the EOC Director to ensure effective, efficient, and 
concise messaging is provided to the appropriate audience.  
Information Coordinator 
The information Coordinator will assist the Information Officer in all duties necessary to 
manage the information team.  
Monitoring Team 
Depending on the scope of the event, it may be necessary to implement a media 
monitoring team.  That will ensure that media is relaying accurate crisis communication 
and can provide accurate information it there is confusion or misinformation.  

Audiences 
Elected Officials 
Depending on the scope of the event, the Board of Directors will be updated on the 
emergency as necessary by the Policy Group Liaison or their designate. 
Policy Group 
The Chair of the RDBN will work with the Policy Group Liaison to determine the Elected 
Officials that will form the Policy Group.  The Policy Group will be provided information 
through the Policy Group Liaison in consultation with the EOC Director. 
Internal Staff 
At the onset of an emergency event, the Policy Group Liaison or Information Officer will 
provide an update to staff.  The information to all staff may include the following: 
 notification that the EOC has been activated; 
 notification that the EOC has relocated to the Board room;  
 EOC Approved Public Information Notifications; and 
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 ongoing updates of the status of the emergency with EOC approved updates. 
The method of delivery for this information may be via email and/or in staff meeting 
format. 
Primary Impacted Population 
The Affected Public are residents and business owners who are directly impacted by an 
emergency or disaster.  The impact to this group may be from the following: 
 their property is within the impacted area; 
 displacement due to an emergency event; 
 economic loss due to an emergency event; and 
 extreme concern due to an emergency event; and 
 vulnerable residents with exacerbated health issues due to the emergency event in 

the area. 
Peripheral Population 
Examples of a Secondary Impacted Group are residents who may be impacted by the 
following: 
 family members are within the Evacuation Alert and/or Order areas; 
 people who own property within the emergency area that is not considered a 

primary residence; 
 groups who may have had travel plans to the area who no longer or may not be 

able to do so. 
Media 
The Media may consist of news organizations, local newspapers, radio stations, or 
television stations. 
Neighboring Local Authorities 
At the onset of the event, it is recommended that neighboring Local Authorities where 
there is potential for collaboration on response efforts or that may be impacted by 
operational decisions are contacted. 
Province of BC 
The Province of BC will be contacted immediately for a Task Number.  The Province of 
BC also has access to Amateur Radio communication. 

Communication Methods and Tools 
As the RDBN Rural areas are limited in both access to internet and mobile networks, 
providing emergency information quickly and efficiently is challenging.  The RDBN will 
use all methods of information distribution to available to attempt to reach residents 
when there is an emergency in the area.  
All information is distributed as quickly as possible with the most up-to-date information 
regarding the RDBN’s emergency response. 
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RDBN Website 
The RDBN website will updated with all relevant information regarding Hazard Notices, 
Evacuation Alerts and Evacuation Orders.  
Media Releases 
The RDBN will develop Media Releases to send to the various media outlets. New 
media releases will be sent as soon as new information and/or developments need to 
be communicated to the public. 
Social Media 
Social Media has become an effective tool in reaching both the primary affected and 
peripheral populations.  The RDBN will post RDBN Media Releases as soon as possible 
on the Bulkley-Nechako Emergency Information Facebook page.   
During an event, there may be an opportunity to repost information from other response 
agencies, however if the EOC does not have the capacity to do so the main priority is to 
provide information on the RDBN response. 
Door-to-Door Notification Delivery 
Where possible ‘Hazard Notices’, ‘Evacuation Alerts’ and ‘Evacuation Orders’ notices 
will be delivered door to door in the impacted area.  Agencies that are tasked with 
expediting the Alerts and Orders are provided with physical notices for delivery and area 
maps identifying the addresses.  The supporting agencies will provide confirmation to 
the EOC on which addresses received the information and which ones where not able 
to be delivered to a person. 
Mass Notification System 
The RDBN has partnered with its member municipalities through contractual 
agreements to provide the Bulkley Nechako Public and Emergency Alerts service to all 
residents in the region.  The RDBN holds the agreement with the mass notification 
system service provider. 
Residents who have registered with the system and who have indicated that they would 
like to receive automated emergency notifications, will receive emergency notifications 
through their choices of the following: email, landline, text or mobile calling. 
The service provider may be available to provide assistance during an emergency 
event.   
The Mass Notification System will be used to provide Notices, Alerts and Orders to 
residents in the impacted area who have registered with the Bulkley Nechako 
Emergency & Public Alerts. 
The Bulkley Nechako Emergency & Public Alerts will also be used to notify impacted 
residents of changes to the Notices, Alerts, Orders, and Emergency Support Services 
information as required. 
Radio Station Communication 
All public notifications will be sent to radio stations within the region.  The Protective 
Services department has an updated list of media contacts. 
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Amateur Radio Communications 
The RDBN has a license for amateur radio use.  The RDBN has an amateur radio in 
office 117A that is set up and ready for use.  Only trained and licensed individuals are 
permitted to the system.   
Emergency Communication Templates 
The RDBN has a variety of pre-planned emergency notifications created for ease of use 
and efficiency during an emergency event.  All ‘Emergency Communications’ will be 
prepared by the Information Team and preapproved by the EOC Director and/or the 
Policy Group Liaison.   
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CRISIS COMMUNICATION RESPONSE 
Crisis Communication Guidelines 
RDBN Supporting a Lead Response Agency 
The RDBN is not the lead response agency for all events.  If the Lead Response 
Agency provides a means of support or updates for residents who are impacted by an 
event, the RDBN will assist in notifying the residents with this information.   
Crisis Communication Interagency Collaboration 
In the event of a multi-jurisdictional emergency event where many stakeholders are 
involved, the RDBN and any given stakeholder may work with the Information Team to 
coordinate efforts and release a joint statement regarding the emergency event. 
Public Communication Content 
The RDBN will only provide emergency information within the scope of the RDBN’s 
responsibility under the Emergency Program Act. All inquiries regarding the 
environment and site level response will be directed to the lead response agencies 
public information lines.   
The RDBN will not provide operational information that is not approved by the RDBN 
EOC Director and/or the Policy Group Liaison. 
Key Messages and Templates 
Key messages provide important language and key details regarding an emergency 
event. It is important to understand which messages are appropriate and who your 
target audience is. 
Templates for key messages and media releases are located on the EOC Drive of the 
RDBN Server.  
Audience Information Needs 

Audience Immediate Information Needs Regular Information Needs 

Elected Officials 

 What happened?  
 the extent of the event? 
 What caused the event? 
 RDBN EOC Activation 

Level and Response 
Actions 

 Situation updates from the 
Policy Group Liaison. 

Policy Group 

 What happened?  
 the extent of the event? 
 What caused the event? 
 RDBN EOC Activation 

Level and Response 
Actions 

 Policy Group Liaison 
Updates from EOC 

 Situation and EOC updates 
from Policy Group Liaison  
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Audience Immediate Information Needs Regular Information Needs 

Primary Impacted 
Population 

 Confirmation – the extent 
of the event and what 
caused the event? 

 Safety instructions – What 
do I do or not do? Where 
do I go or not go? Where 
do I get more information? 

 What is the RDBN doing 
for me? 

 Reassurance and empathy 
(e.g. We are concerned for 
your safety and are 
supporting the provision of 
services to assist you.) 

 Additional instructional 
information 

 Information on changes to 
the emergency. 

 Information on who is 
responsible for what. 

 Information on what is next. 
 Continued reassurance and 

empathy. 

Peripheral Impacted 
Population 

 Could the same happen to 
my area? 

 Where am I going to 
purchase my needs now 
that the store is closed? 

 Was anyone injured? 

 Updated situational 
awareness. 

Staff  

 What happened? 
 Will staff be requested to 

assist with response? 
 What should we tell people 

who contact the Regional 
District? 

 Updated situational 
awareness. 

Media 

 How did the emergency 
start? 

 Was anyone injured? 
 What is being done in 

response? 
 What should the public do? 

 What continues to be done. 
 Updated situational 

awareness. 

Neighboring Local 
Authorities 

 Should the Local ESS 
team be engaged to 
support the response? 

 How can they support the 
response? 

 Could the emergency 
impact us? 

 Is there a potential for 
partnership and joint 
information releases? 

 Updated situational 
awareness. 

Province of BC  What is the nature of the 
event? 

 Situation Reports 
 Operational Updates 
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Audience Immediate Information Needs Regular Information Needs 
 What provincial support 

will be needed? 
 

Activation Criteria 
The RDBN EOC Director will determine the need to activate the Crisis Communications 
Plan.  This plan will be implemented by the EOC Information Officer and supported by 
Crisis Communication Team. 
The Crisis Communications Plan will be activated when the following criteria is met: 
 an emergency has a potential to impact the life and safety of residents within the 

RDBN; 
 an emergency has occurred where immediate communication with residents is 

necessary; 
 an emergency has occurred where the RDBN is the lead response agency; 
 an emergency has occurred where the RDBN Board Chair issues a Declaration of 

State of Local Emergency; 
 an emergency has occurred and has potential to impact a population; and 
 an emergency has occurred and has displaced a population. 
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Crisis Communication Distribution Guidelines 
The following diagram provides procedures to follow when the Crisis Communication plan is activated.  Media releases 
and public information are created as part of the EOC Information Officer section function and are all approved by the 
RDBN Emergency Operations Centre Director and/or Policy Group Liaison.  The templates for these documents are 
located on the EOC (T:) drive on the RDBN Server. 

 

Crisis Communication Tools

Audiences

Different notices are issued 
depending on the scope of the 

event.  This direction will be 
received by the EOC Director.

If the Crisis communication Plan 
has been activated, determine the 

scope of the emergency. What 
type of Communication is 

needed?

Does the Emergency meet the 
Activation Criteria?

Has the Crisis Communication Plan been 
activated?

Determine the Information needing to be 
Communicated

Hazard Notice

Elected Officials
Primary Impacted 

Population
Staff

Media
Province of BC

RDBN Website
Door-to-Door Delivery 

Social Media
Media Release

Bulkley Nechako 
Emergency & Public Alerts

Evacuation Alerts, Orders and Rescinds

Elected Officials
Policy Group

Primary Impacted Population
Peripheral Impacted Population

Staff
Neighboring Local Authorities

Province of BC

RDBN Website
Door-to-Door Delivery

Social Media
Media Release

Mass Notification System
Radio Station Communications
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Internal Crisis Communication Procedures 
Policy Group 
At the onset of an event, the RDBN Board Chair in consultation with the Policy Group 
Liaison will determine who is most appropriate to participate in the Policy Group. (See 
Elected Officials Emergency Management Handbook).  The policy group will 
communicate with the EOC through the Policy Group Liaison or their delegate.  The 
Policy group will determine when and how frequently they will meet. 
Elected Officials 
At the onset of an event, the Policy Group Liaison will update the Elected Officials on 
the emergency and the EOC response activities. 
Call Takers 
The RDBN call takers will be provided up to date public information to provide to the 
public who call the RDBN office.  They will also be provided an EOC contact sheet and 
Organizational Chart instructing who is working in the EOC and what extensions they 
can be reached at.   
Call takers must only provide information that is approved for public dissemination.  Any 
operational information that may be known is not to be shared with the public.   
Internal Staff 
The Crisis Communications team will ensure that internal staff are apprised of RDBN 
EOC response activities and are aware of any service disruptions or hours of operation 
changes that may be impacted due to the event. 
On Call EOC Staff 
In the ‘Preparedness’ stage and at the onset of an event, the RDBN will ensure that all 
response agencies have 24/7 emergency and after hours contact information for the 
RDBN EOC.  During an EOC Response and depending on activities, the EOC Director 
may determine a need for staff to be on call and accessible whenever needed.  The 
contact for on call staff will be provided to the logistics section so they may be 
dispatched when needed. If EOC staff do not have a phone or means of communicating 
outside of the workplace, they are to notify their respective Section Chiefs to make 
arrangements. 

Essential Communication Service Disruptions 
If internet and telephone communications lines are damaged in an event resulting in 
service inability, the RDBN will make best efforts to communicate with the community 
and Emergency Management Stakeholders via Amateur Radio.  
The RDBN will also make best efforts to ensure these critical resources have the 
support necessary to allow for restoration to begin as quickly as possible. 
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Amateur Radio Operations 
The RDBN owns Amateur Radio equipment. However, only Licensed Amateur Radio 
operations with an Operator Certificate are permitted to use it.   
In the event where main communication lines are compromised, Amateur Radio may be 
used to communicate with other Local Authorities or the Provincial Regional Emergency 
Operations Centre (PREOC).  The local Amateur Radio Societies have emergency 
deployment procedures to assist with communications support.   
Amateur Radio Capabilities 
 Capacity to send emails when internet and telephone communications are down. 
 Portable Amateur Radios and operators that can be dispatched where needed. 
Response Agencies 
If there are agency liaisons in the EOC and it is determined that there is a risk 
communication lines will be compromised, the agency liaison must determine a way to 
communicate to the represented organization.  Should there be required sourcing of 
equipment, the appropriate resource requests must be made to the Logistics Section of 
the EOC. 
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY NECHAKO 

 STAFF REPORT 
 
TO:  Board of Directors 
FROM: Protective Services 
DATE: July 16, 2020 
SUBJECT: UBCM Community Excellence Awards 

RECOMMENDATION: 
That the Board of Directors supports an application to UBCM for the 2020 Community 
Excellence Awards – Excellence in Service Delivery for the RDBN’s FireSmart Home 
Assessment & Rebate Database Program. 
VOTING: All/Directors/Majority 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
Conducting FireSmart home assessments is one of the major job functions of the 
FireSmart Educator position. Once the position was filled, they were scheduled to 
attend the “Local FireSmart Representative” (LFR) training to give them the skills and 
the knowledge to conduct the assessments. Like many other courses, the LFR training 
was cancelled due to COIVD-19. The Regional Fire Chief who has received the LFR 
training contacted BCWS to come up with a plan to allow the home assessments to 
continue.  
It was determined that the Regional Fire Chief would accompany the FireSmart 
Educator on several assessments, walking them through the process, until they were 
comfortable conducting the assessments on their own. The Regional Fire Chief would 
then review the assessments and pictures taken until such time as the FireSmart 
Educator was able to take the required training. This was an acceptable plan with 
BCWS.  
To keep all the data organized, the FireSmart Educator created a database that allowed 
the storage of client information, home assessment forms, images, and rebate 
information. The database is a ‘one stop shop’ for all required information, easy to use, 
and allows for easy review of information. This database was shared with BCWS and 
UBCM who deemed it so useful that it has been shared with other FireSmart personnel 
across the Province.  
Since many FireSmart personnel are on temporary assignments, this template helps 
streamline the organizational process and program administration. The database is a 
useful tool for overseeing the FireSmart program. The template was designed to provide 
easy access and operation with only beginner Microsoft Excel skills. The program also 
creates auto-generating reports that provide streamlined and useful analysis of any 
given FireSmart Home Assessment program. 
A resolution from the Board is required to submit the Community Excellence Award 
Application. 
Written by, 

 
 

___________________    ___________________  
Jason Blackwell     Deborah Jones-Middleton 
Regional Fire Chief     Director of Protective Services  
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REGIONAL DISTRICT OF BULKLEY-NECHAKO 

MEMORANDUM 

To: Chair Thiessen and Board of Directors 

From: Alex Eriksen, Director of Environmental Services 

Date: July 16, 2020 

Subject: RDBN Metal Recycling Update 

BACKGROUND 

In June 2019, the RDBN signed a contract with Schnitzer Steel Canada Ltd. to collect stockpiled 
metal at RDBN Transfer Stations by December 31, 2019. Schnitzer agreed to pay the RDBN 
$96.57 per metric tonne of metals recovered. Due to operational issues, Schnitzer was not able to 
meet the deadline for removal, and shortly after, there was a drastic decrease in market value for 
ferrous metals and the agreed upon price would result in a significant financial loss per tonne. The 
RDBN granted Schnitzer flexibility for metal removal to allow the market to rebound.  

As of June 2020, no metal stockpiles had been processed by Schnitzer and RDBN sites had very 
little available space for more material. Due to operational necessity, Staff approached Schnitzer 
to revise their quote for a partial removal of the metal stockpiles at several of the most urgent sites. 
The original revised quote of $41.33/MT was rejected by Staff. 

REVISED CONTRACT 

Schnitzer Steel Canada Ltd. has agreed to pay $70.00/MT to remove 40% of the stockpiles at the 
Smithers-Telkwa, Burns Lake and Vanderhoof Transfer Stations in July and August 2020. The 
plan is to have the remainder of the stockpiles removed at the original quoted price by Dec 31, 
2020.   

RECCOMMENDATION 

Receive 
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UNBC-Nechako Valley Ag-Partnership Development 

Agriculture is a complex, dynamic sector that must be responsive to changes in climate, economy and 

social pressures. UNBC is keen to broaden its capacity as a university and increase its involvement in 

developing industry–led research and extension programming that is aimed at enhancing knowledge 

and information available to agriculture and agri-food producers in the region.  

Recently, UNBC Office of Research has engaged with a group of key producers within the Nechako Valley 

to address the challenges and opportunities that currently exist in the agri-sector. Two meetings were 

coordinated in the winter of 2019/2020 with the group, and four priority areas were identified: 

➢ Water Management 

➢ Pest Management 

➢ Climate Change Adaptation 

➢ Ag-Sector Diversification 

Below outlines a brief overview of items discussed, and proposed action items and/or next steps. During 

these discussions, it was emphasized that programming needs to involve youth and new entrants in the 

programming that will increase regional capacity building moving into the future. Moreover, knowledge 

transfer and dissemination is a major gap in the valley, and moving forward there must be significant 

discussions on developing a centralized place for information to be collected and shared1; there is a 

desire to ensure that existing knowledge and experience must be captured for future generations, and it 

is felt that there is a threat of local knowledge being lost.  

Water Management 
Water management is a critical issue in the Nechako Valley, as the demand for water will continue to 

increase for agriculture and natural resource industries, and simultaneously must be managed to 

achieve ecological values (e.g. fish habitat, riparian management). 

Initial discussions with producers in the Nechako Valley identified the priority is to have the watershed 

mapped, and include predictions for water supply and availability in the future. Preliminary steps have 

already been conducted, including a feasibility study and a quote for work from Geo BC; it would be 

beneficial to create a working group to have a more in-depth meeting to evaluate strategy to move 

forward. The working group should incorporate similar work done in other regions (e.g. modelling 

conducted by Andrew Pantel; current programming being delivered by the BC Food and Agriculture 

Climate Action Initiative, through their Regional Adaptation Strategies) and UNBC Faculty. 

Action Item:  UNBC will to engage with UNBC Faculty and Climate Action Initiative, and co- 

ordinate follow-up meeting. 
 

1 Knowledge Capture and Transfer is high on UNBC’s priorities moving forward. There may be potential to develop 
a regional collaborative effort similar to the Cariboo Agricultural Research Alliance (https://.cariboo-agricultural-
research.ca) 
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Another priority was working towards assessing best management practices and strategies for dryland 

cropping, increasing soil’s water holding capacity and providing reliable yields for producers. A project 

outlining strategies to improve water management would be applicable to ranchers in the Nechako; 

evaluating management practices on soil health would be informative, but must ensure that project 

measure relevant data that producers can use (e.g. soil moisture probes, crop performance (yield and 

quality), etc.). Some progress will have been achieved through the CAI project; but workshop and 

resources will be delayed until fall 2020 due to COVID-19.  Follow-up actions and/or projects can be 

determined following the workshop. 

Pest Management 
In recent years, there are increasing pest pressures being experienced throughout the valley. In 

particular, grasshoppers are causing significant crop damage and effective management is challenging 

due to a gap in monitoring pest movement and lack of knowledge transfer on management options. 

There are three ways that UNBC can help work to address these challenges: 

1. Pest Monitoring 

a. In the past, it was been outlined that traditional monitoring techniques used in other 

regions (e.g. Peace River and the Prairies) may not be relevant in more complex 

landscapes. Therefore, working with entomologists to set up a monitoring network 

could help provide information on pest dynamics and movements, as well provide the 

baseline information to help manage pest infestations. 

 

2. Knowledge Transfer 

a. It would be beneficial to develop extension materials (webinars, fact sheets, brochures, 

etc.) and activities (workshops, field days) to help inform producers of best practices to 

manage pest outbreaks. These materials must include an integrated pest management 

system, and provide cultural, biological and chemical approaches to management. 

b. It will be essential to partner with producer associations to develop and deliver these 

materials and events, to ensure that the information is applicable and relevant to their 

operations. 

 

3. Study the Impact of Landscape Features on Pest Populations 

a. Producers have observed that some operations have had reduced impacts of pests in 

recent years, often in areas with landscape features that increased biodiversity values 

(e.g. shelterbelts, proximity to in-tact forest ecosystems, etc). It would be beneficial to 

explore potential relationships between landscape features and pest populations, as it 

could present opportunities to develop a landscape that is more resilient to pressures 

and reduce the occurrence of pest outbreaks. 

Action Item: Develop a working group, including UNBC faculty, BC Climate Action Initiative, 

Ministry of Agriculture, and Nechako producers (including Nechako Valley 
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Regional Cattlemen’s Association ) to discuss a project that would address all 

three outlined activities. 

Climate Change Adaptation 
It is recognized that climate change is going to add increased uncertainty to crop production, with 

expected increases in extreme weather events (e.g. more precipitation in shorter amounts of time), 

increasing temperature and threats of drought. Producers are interested in learning how production 

systems are impacting soil-water dynamics and nutrient cycling, and to identify best management 

practices to develop resilient dry-land cropping systems. 

The BC Agriculture & Food Climate Action Initiative have published a Regional Adaptation Strategies 

Series for the Bulkley-Nechako and Fraser-Fort George Regional Districts, and have begun 

implementation of projects to address some priority areas in the region. It will be critical to success to 

keep CAI informed and/or engaged in any projects moving forward, to ensure that efforts in this area 

are complementary and collaborative, and build from other work completed in our regions of the 

province. 

There seems to be a focus on exploring the challenges associated to climate change by starting from a 

soil health perspective. Specific topics raised in recent meetings with the Nechako Valley producer 

working group include: 

1. Explore practices that could increase soil moisture retention, including grazing management 

trials and new cropping systems. 

2. Explore the state of soil health throughout the region, looking at physical (e.g. water holding 

capacity, water infiltration rate, and aggregate stability), chemical (nutrient analysis, pH, CEC) 

and biological (e.g. microbial respiration) traits. 

a. Project would be helping to address the observation that the region is losing nutrients 

on a rapid rate, and need to identify any causes/correlations to the problem. 

b. Compare nutrient cycling in dryland management differences between different soil 

types throughout the valley. 

A project on this theme would be focused on supporting the existing cropping system (forage, annual 

grains, etc.) throughout the Nechako Valley. There are numerous partners that could be brought into 

the project, and project development must build off of existing regional knowledge (e.g. not repeat 

previous studies conducted in the region).  

Action Item: UNBC to initiate a working group to develop a project that could collect baseline 

soil health data across the Nechako Valley, as well as initiate on-farm research 

programming to evaluate management practices that would help increase soil 

health. 
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 A literature review would be conducted to explore projects already being 

conducted throughout the province (e.g. BC Forage Council, Peace River Forage 

Association of BC, Farm Adaptation Innovator Program, etc.). 

Ag-Sector Diversification 
There are substantial opportunities for ag-sector diversification within the Nechako Valley that require 

research and development to support producers’ ability to enter these new markets. With UNBC 

recently completing Phase 2 of the Feasibility of Alternative and Specialty Crops, (Market Analysis and 

Economic Feasibility Assessment) and recent announcement of the opening of a hemp processing facility 

in Prince George, establishing projects around ag-sector diversification is high priority to ensure 

Nechako Valley producers are competitive and sustainable in these new enterprises. Specifically, 

support in navigating marketing and distribution of product, and consideration of transport costs of 

product must be addressed in projects moving forward. 

In March 2020, it was announced that a new company, BC Hemp Corporation, plans to build an 

industrial hemp facility in Prince George that will increase the demand of regionally-produced hemp 

products. This creates a great opportunity to develop a partnership between UNBC, BC Hemp 

Corporation and regional producers, to develop joint research initiatives that could reduce potential 

barriers for producers entering into hemp production.  

 Action Item: UNBC to continue to discuss joint research initiatives related to hemp 

production with BC Hemp Corporation, and work with Nechako Valley 

producers to identify any knowledge gaps and research needs. UNBC will 

explore funding opportunities that could enable recruitment of dedicated 

graduate students to work on proposed projects. 

The third phase of the UNBC Alternative and Specialty Crop Study will be focused on implementing 

regionally focused field trials on 2-3 of the crops producers are most interested in trialing. The study 

outlined potential crops that could thrive in the local climate and soil conditions, and which had the 

strongest market feasibility, but critical to success of any new crop is dependent on having producers 

interesting in growing the crop, and that production fits well into existing operation’s enterprises (e.g. it 

may be more difficult for an established ranch to diversify into berry crops, but more feasible to trial 

field crops such as Jerusalem artichoke or camelina). 

 Action Item: UNBC to develop long-term partnerships with potential research farm sites,  

where field trials of new crops could be established, and identify which crops to 

include in the trial. The desired outcome of these discussions would be to 

develop a detailed research proposal by September 2020 to submit to funding 

agencies, for field trials within the Nechako Valley. 
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DATE COMPLETED

June 18, 2020

2020-7-19

Board Meeting 

June 18, 2020

Chinook Community 

Forest Annual Operating 

Budget

Provide notification to Chinook Community Forest of the Board's support 

of the Chinook Comfor Limited Shareholders' resolutions to approve the 

2020-2021 Operation Budget.

John

Cheryl 

That the Board receive the Parks and Outdoor Recreation Service Study, 

and direct staff to report back to the Board with a strategy for the 

implementation of a parks and recreation service that does the following:

-Allows Directors the ability to determine the services provided, if any, in 

their service areas;

-Allows for the ownership of parks and recreation facilities;

-Allows for the provision of sustainable funding to societies; and, 

-Ensures that taxation dollars are spent in the service areas in which they 

were raised.

Jason L

Completed

Cycle 16 Trail Society 

Memorandum of 

Understanding

That the Board enter into the Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Cycle 16 Trail Society.
Jason L

RDC.2020-5-8

Rural/Agriculture 

Committee

June 4, 2020

Action List - June 2020 Board Meetings

WMC.2020-3-3

Waste Management 

Committee

June 4, 2020

Solid Waste Inventory and 

Feasiblity Plan

Inform Tetractech that the Board will not be proceeding with hiring 

Tetratech to conduct the waste inventory study for the RDBN. (Requested 

scope of work for a comprehensive Solid Waste Inventory and Feasibility 

Plan).

Alex Completed

Impact of Electoral Areas 

Joining the Transit Service

Defer Motion RDC.2020-5-7 (Impact of Electoral Areas Joining the Transit 

Service) to a future meeting in order to provide additional funding model 

options.

Cheryl/John/Curtis

Request for Letter of 

Support Watershed 

Security Funding

Write a letter to Premier Horgan in support of the Nechako Environment 

and Water Stewardship Society (NEWSS) and the BC Watershed 

Security Coalition proposal to the B.C. and Federal Governments to invest 

in watershed security as a core focus of economic recovery plans for B.C.

In Progress

On going
Parks and Outdoor 

Recreation Study

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

Completed

C.W.2020-6-5

Committee of the 

Whole 

June 4, 2020

COVID-19 Board Meeting 

Safety Precautions and 

Electronic Meeting 

Technology Imporvements

Order plexiglass dividers for the Board room. Curtis

Completed

2020-7-14

Board Meeting

June 18, 2020

2020-7-22

Board Meeting 

June 18, 2020

2020-7-13

Board Meeting

June 18, 2020

Completed
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DATE COMPLETED

Action List - June 2020 Board Meetings

Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako

MOTION # STATUSRESPONSIBILITYACTION REQUIREDAGENDA ITEM

June 18, 2020

Submit the following resolutions to UBCM:

- Connectivity

- Cardboard Recycling

- Ministry of Transportation and Infrastructure RE:  Active Transportation

2020 UBCM Resolutions Cheryl

Knockholt Landfill Phase 

3B - Authorization to 

Proceed Using Prime 

Contractor Agreement

Completed

That the Board proceed with completion of the Phase 3B Development 

Project at the Knockholt Landfill with the RDBN assuming the role of 

Prime Contractor as authorized under Bylaw No. 1532.  And, that the 

Board approve an expenditure limit for completion of the Phase 3B 

Development Project of $450,000.

Alex/John 

Completed

RFP-Purchase of 

Computers for ESS 

Program

2020-7-25

Board Meeting 

June 18, 2020

Climate Action Revenue 

Incentive Programd 

(CARIP) Public Report - 

Climage Action Survey 

2019

The Board approved Climate Action Revenue Incentive Program (CARIP) 

Public Report for 2019. 
Wendy

2020-7-30 

Board Meeting 

June 18, 2020

Posted on 

RDBN Website

On-going

2020-7-32

2020-7-33

2020-7-34

Board Meeting 

June 18, 2020

2020-7-29 

Board Meeting 

June 18, 2020

That the Board enter into a contract with Microserve for the purchase of 

71 Lenovo Thinkpad T14 computers and 71 HP printers as described in 

their submission for the quoted price of $138,013.82 (including PST).

John/DebJM

2
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