Written Submission 20 to Bylaw 1966, 2021 Public Hearing

From: Jason Llewellyn

To: Deneve Vanderwolf

Cc: Mark Fisher

Subject: FW: [EXTERNAL]: RE: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

Date: December 6, 2021 9:31:37 AM

Attachments: Nov 29 2021 Letter.ndf  See Written Submission 9 for Nov 29 2021 Letter

From: shari smaha

Sent: Monday, December 6, 2021 3:30 AM

To: Mark Fisher <mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca>; Michael Riis-Christianson
<michael.riischristianson@rdbn.bc.ca>; Tom Greenaway <Tom.Greenaway@rdbn.bc.ca>; Mark
Parker <mark.parker@rdbn.bc.ca>; Clint Lambert <Clint.Lambert@rdbn.bc.ca>; Jerry Petersen
<Jerry.Petersen@rdbn.bc.ca>; Chris Newell <chris.newell@rdbn.bc.ca>; Linda Mcguire
<Imcguire@villageofgranisle.ca>; Annette Morgan <councillormorgan@telkwa.ca>; Bob Motion
<mayor@fortstjames.ca>; Kim Watt-Senner <kwatt-senner@fraserlake.ca>; Dolores Funk
<mayor@burnslake.ca>; Gerry Thiessen <gerry.thiessen@rdbn.bc.ca>; Shane Brienen
<mayor@houston.ca>; Gladys Atrill <mayor@smithers.ca>

Cc: 'David Lalik' ; 'Lane Perry' <lane@perryco.ca>; Jason Llewellyn
<jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca>; Cheryl Anderson <cheryl.anderson@rdbn.bc.ca>; 'Diana & Bill'

; Patty Peterson

Subject: [EXTERNAL]: RE: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

Good morning all,

I sent in our written submission (attached) opposing the rezoning Bylaw 1966 Crematorium
Application to be included in the Public Hearing documentation after joining the zoom information
meeting of November 17. The meeting ended rather quickly even though there were more
guestions in the chat room waiting to be answered. | attended the in-person meeting between

2nd

Mark Fisher and David & Julie Lalik on the afternoon of December at their property neighbouring

the proposed construction site.

| am writing to the Board to share in my conversation (see below) with Mark Fisher after the

December 2" meeting.

| am deeply concerned of the potential that a crematorium will be granted approval for being built in
our residential neighbourhood.

There is hesitation from neighbours to submit their own letter of opposition in fear of being named
and identified. | feel that the number of signatures on the petition could greatly increase thereby
showing more area residents are opposed to the crematorium being built in our residential
neighbourhood for a number of reasons. For example, for my residence address, | signed the
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Shari Smaha
Brent Muir

3260 Powell Street
Smithers, BC

V0J 2NO

November 29™ 2021

Jason Llewellyn Sent via Jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca
Director Of Planning Mark.Fisher@rdbn.bc.ca
Regional District of Bulkley-Nechako Deneve.Vanderwolf@rdbn.bc.ca
PO Box 820

37 3 Avenue

Burns Lake, BC

V0J 1EO

Jason,

Re:  Zoning Bylaw
Crematorium: West-End Ventures Inc.

Through neighborhood concern, we became aware that there has been a request for a zoning
bylaw amendment for a property in our area to build a crematorium. While we are not against
having a crematorium service, we are against the location.

We gained access to the re-zoning package through a neighbor as our address was not required to
be notified. That’s concerning as we are a part of the affected residential neighborhood and
personally have been a long-term resident in this area for most of my life.

We again, though neighborhood notification, joined the zoom information meeting scheduled on
November 17, 2021.

At the zoom meeting, Laurel Menzel provided information on the number of operating hours
based on an average of Smithers deaths (2.2 people per week) equating to approximately 3.2
hours of operation per week. What she didn’t expand on was the potential growth of the
business that any successful business would rely on in order to exist. In their application under
the section “Reason for Application” it reads “Within the regional district, there is a 500 km
stretch where no cremation service exists. This leaves many communities both, within and just
outside the BNRD, without readily available access to cremation services, adding a layer of
complexity to what is often already a challenging situation when a death occurs. There is a
crematory operator located in Smithers, BC wishing to cut that distance approximately in half
and provide this necessary service to ease the burden of residents grieving a loss while carving
out the required end of life tasks for their kin.” What this tells us is that by positioning the
business halfway between the two existing crematoriums, there is opportunity to attract
customers from neighboring communities in both directions of Smithers. Increased business will
result in increased operating hours. The question is what will be the increase and what will the
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environmental impact be? We asked this question in the meeting chat room, but no response was
received. We can only assume the operating hours substantially higher than the 3.2 hours per
week mentioned and cannot answer the environmental impact as we are not qualified to do so.

In the planning department referral report, under the Proposed Rezoning section it reads “The
applicant anticipates a maximum of approximately 100 humans and 100 animals to be cremated
per year.” We understood that animals were not going to be cremated in this facility which
contradicts the context of 100 humans and 100 animals proposal. And if animals are going to be
a part of the service, again, operating hours will increase accordingly.

Another concern is The Regulation of Crematoriums, as stated in the report “There is a general
requirement under the Environmental Management Act (Section 6(4)), that applies to
crematoriums, that a person must not introduce waste into the environment in such a manner or
quantity as to cause pollution. However, emissions from crematoriums are not monitored by any
Provincial Government agency and there are no specific emissions standards for crematoriums.
The Business Practices and Consumer Protection Authority says that local governments can set
their own emissions standards; however, it is unclear under what authority this could be achieved
by the RDBN. Staff’s research has indicated that a properly operated crematorium may have
little impact on the community surrounding the subject property. However, should the
incineration equipment not operate properly there could be times where smell and smoke from
the facility could be detected. In this case staff can not ensure the Board that there would be any
meaningful action the RDBN could take to ensure the facility operated smell and smoke free.”
We reside directly in front of the airport and can confirm that there are days that fog lingers in
this area for hours and should the crematorium be operating during time of low venting, how are
we guaranteed that the air will be clean for us to breath? In addition, Lauren Menzel did confirm
that operator error can occur which is of great concern.

In the zoom meeting, there was also talk of a stack. We would like to have more information on
this stack — what does it look like, how high is it — because the photo provided in the re-zoning
package does not show the stack in question which is misleading.

Do we really want a crematorium on Highway 16? Access to the building as explained by Colin
Bruintjes, would be through their existing business property of Northern Truck Rentals. A
person would turn right off of Highway 16 to Henry Road, then right again travelling in front of
their existing building which takes away from the element of privacy for the family during time
of loss. Carry that one step further and your vehicle would be visually parked at the building for
community passing by to see which even further reduces privacy; at a time of loss.

The location should respectively be located in an area of privacy. From a tourism aspect, do we

want our incoming visitors from the airport seeing a crematorium? From a compassionate point
of view, for people that reside on this side of town, to be continually reminded of death whether

it be from a personal family loss, community tragedy or simply end of life stage, every time they
pass by the building will be emotionally upsetting and unfair.

This neighborhood consists of many long-term residents. We built our house eleven years ago
and chose to invest and live in the area for its view, its location and proximity to Smithers. We





didn’t choose to live by a crematorium. If the crematorium was here first, then we would have
the option to decide where our values stood (mental wellness, environmental impact, emotional
connection) and whether we would be comfortable in investing in land and building our home.

While Laurel Menzel provided information that home investments stayed consistent in areas
neighboring a crematorium, there was no evidence of potential loss of buyers. It is unknown
how many potential buyers walk away from the property due a crematorium in the area, which
results in less competition during a sale.

There are better uses for this property in question such as a storage building that was declined
recently by the Town of Smithers.

Letters of Support recognize the need for a crematorium but not all letters specifically identified
the 3844 Henry Road location so it is a mixed message — are the letter of support for the service
(from the prior Town of Smithers application) or for this location? Dates of the support letters
are questionable as well which question whether their intent was for the Town of Smithers
application.

Public opinion is an important part of consultation, and the consensus of our neighborhood
residents is that we do not want to live near the crematorium for a variety of reasons. Please
respect the concerns of long-term residents, decline the re-zoning application and encourage this
business venture to locate their service in a respectful, dignified private setting with no impact to
established surrounding neighborhood communities.

Sincerely,

Shari Smaha
Brent Muir

3260 Powell Street
Smithers, BC

\V0J 2NO






petition on behalf of our household, but we do have four adults living here.

| understand that after the public hearing on December 7th, no further information/documentation
can be submitted by any party. So should items of discussion raised at the public hearing not be
concluded similar to the Information Meeting of November 17, there is no further conversation
before the final decision by the board is made. There were many unanswered questions from the

November 17 information meeting and | am hoping that this will not hold true for the public
hearing.

The idea of the crematorium service is not being disputed, but the location in a residential
neighbourhood is. The petition is the voice for folks to show their opposition to having a
crematorium in our neighbourhood community and there is a strong consensus that people in this
area do not support living by or near a crematorium. The majority of letters of support are from
people who do not live immediate area and are not going to be negatively affected on a daily basis.
Location of a crematorium in relation to where a person resides makes a huge difference of whether
a person will support or not support a crematorium.

| trust that when you vote on this re-zoning application, that you recognize the long-term
conseguences that the neighbouring community will live with for the rest of their time while residing
in our area.

Please note the time of this writing — | should be sleeping but this issue is very concerning to me.
The outcome of the Board’s decision greatly impacts myself and many long-term area residents.

Much appreciation for your time spent on reviewing this important issue. If you have any questions
for me, please contact me at

Regards,

Shari Smaha
3260 Powell Street
Smithers, BC

From: Mark Fisher <mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca>
Sent: December 3, 2021 9:03 AM
To: David Lalik ; shari smaha

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL]: Re: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

Thanks David.
Let me know if you need anything else.
Mark
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Mark Fisher

Area A Director (Smithers / Telkwa Rural)
Regional District Bulkley Nechako
mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca

250-877-8434 (c)

From: David Lalik

Date: Friday, December 3, 2021 at 7:02 AM

To: "shari smaha

Cc: Mark Fisher <mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca>

Subject: [EXTERNAL]: Re: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.
| agree with you. I'll attach my list

On Thu, Dec 2, 2021 at 10:13 PM <shari smaha wrote:
Hi Mark,

Thank you for your time this afternoon. | have cc’d David in this e-mail.

Just a reminder if you can send me the e-mail addresses of the Board so that | can connect with them
prior to next weeks public hearing.

And thinking this through again after todays meeting:

e there are alternative choices for the property owners for business options, eg: storage facility /
convenience store on this end of town

o if there are other locations that have less of an impact on a neighbourhood, such as the
Skillhorn Road property as mentioned today, then why would the business owner not pursue
that location instead?

e from the overwhelming neighbourhood consensus of not being in favour of a crematorium,
residents in the area stand to lose the most and we will be forced to live with the crematorium
in our daily lives. We will smell smoke, see smoke, walk past the building, have questions from
children, attempt to rationalize end of life in our own minds —it’s a big deal to have this
constant reminder every day. It not only the financial impairment of our property values but
also mental health and our well being.

We were discussing the Letter of Support and their dates that seemed out of range from the application
date. Date of Application — August 24, 2021. Refer to the letters
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e from Sheryl McCrea, page 29 — dated February 22, 2021 supporting 3844 Henry Road.
e from Elena Raykov, page 30 - dated Eebruary 18, 2021 supporting 3844 Henry Road.

e  From Jenya Zandberg, page 32 — dated August 18, 2021 supporting 3844 Henry Road

Letter that support the service but not referring to 3844 Henry Road

e page 27,28, 31, 33

The writers of these letter did not indicate their addresses so | can not confirm if they are in our area or
simply supporters of the developers &/or business operator.

As of today, the Letter of support dated December 2" 2021 is the only chronological date after the
application for re-zoning — and this could be perhaps sought after Laurel read my letter suggesting the
date abnormality.

| have to believe that through the outpour of neighbourhood concern that the Board will recognize the
hardship that we are faced with. Having to live in a neighbourhood knowing that a crematorium is
nearby and that this decision is out of our hands and In the fate of others has left me feeling quite
vulnerable. We built our home in an area of comfort and community, not in an area with an established
crematorium.

Support of and respect for neighbours is an important standard for a community togetherness, and with
this push for a crematorium in our residential neighbourhood is certainly not feeling like community;
especially when the overall consensus through engagement process shows otherwise. And furthermore,
the three individuals do not reside nearby.

Much appreciation of your time, and please share amongst your Board.

Shari
3260 Powell Street

From: shari smaha

Sent: December 1, 2021 3:52 PM

To: 'Mark Fisher' <mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca>

Subject: RE: [EXTERNAL]: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

Hi Mark,

Can you please provide what happens next in this process?

| understand there is Public Meeting is on Dec 7 and we have signed up for that. What happens at a
Public Meeting?
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| am very worried that this will be approved, and | not comfortable with living near a crematorium that
emissions are unknown and unregulated. Visibly seeing this building daily will be a challenge in my own
mind set and while | know that emotional issues should not enter into this process, it honestly does. |
will see it every day that | leave my house. Others will see it every time they look out their window. |
recognize that there is an end to life for everyone, but having a crematorium built in an established
neighbourhood is unnerving and our . After | submitted my letter, | also thought about all the times that
I walk and bike in my neighbourhood. | exercise to relieve stress, and having to walk/bike by the building,
will only bring anxiety and an uncomfortable feeling. | don’t want to smell or see the smoke. And when |
do, I will wonder who that person was.

| also question agriculture in our area. Not sure if the toxins would affect growing conditions.

What is your role in the decision making process? And how did this get to this level when in the staff
report there was hesitancy regarding the emissions and regulations.

| look forward to your reply.

Thanks very much Mark!

Shari

From: Mark Fisher <mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca>

Sent: December 1, 2021 11:27 AM

To: shari smaha

Subject: Re: [EXTERNAL]: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

Thanks Shari,

| see Deneve has let you know this will go in the official info package.
Let me know if you want to chat more about this or any other RD issues.
Thanks.

Mark

Mark Fisher
Area A Director (Smithers / Telkwa Rural)
Regional District Bulkley Nechako

mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca
250-877-8434 (c)

From: "shari smaha

Date: Tuesday, November 30, 2021 at 3:35 PM

To: Planning <planning@rdbn.bc.ca>, Jason Llewellyn <jason.llewellyn@rdbn.bc.ca>, Mark Fisher
<mark.fisher@rdbn.bc.ca>, Deneve Vanderwolf <deneve.vanderwolf@rdbn.bc.ca>

Subject: [EXTERNAL]: Written Submission Re: Crematorium

CAUTION: This email originated from outside your organization. Exercise caution when opening
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attachments or on clicking links from unknown senders.

Good afternoon,

Please find attached my written submission regarding the potential construction of crematorium in my

area.
| would appreciate any further updates/information regarding this matter.

Thank you,
Shari Smaha





